Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 5, 2025 — 11:00am

Greetings and Welcome

GATHERING

Call to Worship

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:Amen.



*Sharing Christ’s Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.

Gathering Hymn — “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618

1.

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore,
Feed me now and evermore.

. Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, shield me with your mighty arm,
Shield me with your mighty arm.

. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises, I will raise forevermore,
I will raise forevermore.

*Kyrie
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you are Yahweh, the great I Am, who was, who is, and
who will be. Open our eyes to see you as Yahweh for us today, as your name reveals
you as our God of promise and presence, with us always. Send us out, in confidence
and trust, to follow your call in our lives.

C: Amen.

WORD
Reading: Exodus 3:1-14; 4:10-17 Reader: Kelly Hartz

3Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his
flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. *There the
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush
was blazing, yet it was not consumed. *Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at
this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” *When the Lord saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here I am.” °Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” ®He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God.

"Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have
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come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. *The
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; [ have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.
"Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?” !2He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.”

3But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” '*God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to
the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’”

4But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past
nor even now that you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and slow of
tongue.” !'"Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? '*Now go, and I will be with your
mouth and teach you what you are to speak.” '*But he said, “O my Lord, please send
someone else.” '“Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he said,
“What of your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know that he can speak well; even now he is
coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, his heart will be glad. *You shall speak
to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth
and will teach you what you shall do. '®He indeed shall speak for you to the people; he
shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall serve as God for him. !'"Take in your hand
this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.”

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:18-20
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18" chapter.
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Glo - ry to \you, o Lord.

8 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. '°Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit *°and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn of Praise — “Take My Life, that | May Be” ELW 685

1. Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

3. Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

5. Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

Sermon: "I am with you ... now go!”



Hymn of the Day — “Here I Am, Lord” ELW 574

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain

3. L, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession

Stewardship Time
Sandi Watts, organ

—We now have Worship Cards in the pews. Please let us know if you are
communing, share a prayer request, and place your card in the offering plate
as a gesture of stewardship as we grow in relationship with God
through the use of our time, talents, and finances—
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*The Offertory
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*Olffering Prayer

P: Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

*Great Thanksgiving
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Agnus Dei
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Communion Hymn
“Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees” (ELW 471)

Instrumental

*Post-Communion Canticle
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*Sending Prayer

P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.
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SENDING

*Benediction
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® The Lord bless you and keep you. A - men
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

Sending Hymn — “Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,
So from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?

2. Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.

Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.

3. From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;
There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.

4. Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,
Till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.

Refrain

Dismissal

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Song Credits
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission.
Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission

Worship Assistants

Communion Assistant: Kay Schnitker

Greeters: Judy Dillard & Vicki Robson

Reader: Kelly Hartz

Ushers: Judy Dillard & Vicki Robson

Pastor: Adam Dichsen

Music Director: Jean Welch

Organist: Sandi Watts

Financial Assistants: Kelly Hartz & Kelly Street
Chancel Committee: Pat Glyshaw

Coffee Host: Kim Heise

‘ Pentecost

Church Council Members:
Malinda Carlson ~ Marilyn Dichsen ~ Greg Kimler Monica Proefrock
Ken Devlin Kelly Hartz Patty Nelson Kay Schnitker

Kelly Street

What’s Coming Up at Faith?
Sunday, October 5, 9:30am: Uganda Celebration Worship
11:00am: Traditional Worship

Sunday, October 12, 9:30am: Worship
Wednesday, October 15, 10:00am: Discipleship Group in the Library

News Updates

Lay Ministry Sign-Up Sheets

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area. Please take a moment to
sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, Chancel
Committee volunteer, and to Donate Altar Plants. Thank You! We are Gifted to Serve!
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Fall Fest Trunk-or-Treat, Meal, and Polka Service... A Barrel of Fun!

Roll out the barrel as we join for some fun, food, and worship on Saturday, October 25.
It will be a day of worship, fellowship, and outreach for our Faith Family and the entire
community. We start at 3:30pm with some toe-tapping worship with a liturgy set to
favorite polka tunes in the sanctuary. Then, bring on the food! Bratwurst, sauerkraut,
potato salad, all washed down with mugs of root beer, then with some German chocolate
cupcakes to top it off. The fun continues outside for our second annual Trunk-or-Treat
with decorated trunks and activities. These events are for the entire community, and there
are many ways to participate.

See the Sign-Up sheet on the counter by the coffee sales: to prepare potato salad
(German or regular, recipes provided) and cupcakes, to help set up, serve, and clean up.

A Sign-Up is also available for hosting a trunk, booth, or game for the Trunk-or-Treat.
Questions? Talk to Monica Proefrock.

This takes the place of our Soup, Salad, and Dessert event this year, so let’s come together,
invite our neighbors, and have a barrel of fun!

Chancel Choir

The Chancel Choir will sing “Your Grace Still Amazes Me” for Reformation Sunday,
October 26. Rehearsals will be after church on October 12" and 19%. The YouTube link
to the song is: https://youtu.be/8nt61r2-5TZQ?si=U61Wm6hIRICvDdWI

Let Jean know if you have any questions. Thank you!

Discipleship Group

Join us for the Discipleship Group meeting at 10:00am on Wednesday, October 15, in
the Faith Library as we meet for Bible study, discussion, and fellowship. We have a lot of
fun with lively discussions. Let’s grow together in compassion, connection, and purpose.

Reformation Sunday October 26

Let’s roll out the red carpet (or paraments) as we celebrate Reformation Sunday! It will
be a special morning with an opportunity (or two) to belt out “A Mighty Fortress is Our
God” and a musical offering from our Chancel Choir. Wear red, the color of the Holy
Spirit, as we trust that God’s reforming work and refining fire continue to be at work in
us and throughout Christ’s church.

All Saints Sunday November 2
On November 2, we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday, an opportunity to remember all
the saints of God, specifically recalling members and loved ones of members of our
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congregation who have died or were baptized in the last year. If you would like the name
of your loved one shared, please submit it to the church office by Friday, October 31.

Bible Boot Camp

We had a great outing to the Martin’s home to learn about God’s creation IN God’s
creation. Families sang songs about hippopotamuses, survived an epic nature hike with
our own naturalist Paul Scheerer, and enjoyed a delicious cookout with homemade ice
cream. Thank you to Galen and Marty for this wonderful day! Bible Boot Camp will not
meet during October, but do join us at our Fall Fest on October 25 for food and fun,
including a bounce house, games, and trunk-or-treat. Bible Boot Camp will resume on
November 2, 16, and 30, 4:30-6:00pm, with a Christmas party on December 14.

Upcoming Youth Events

Our Youth are invited to join us on October 25 as we carve jack-o-lanterns and learn about
letting our light shine. We will meet at 6:30pm after the trunk-or-treat. Then, on All Saints
Sunday, November 2, we will have a special “Soup with the Saints” meal at 6:00pm. Youth
will be inviting “saints” who have been role models of faith to join in conversations about
faith and following God.

Doorbell Dinners October 27-31

Help us deliver meals in the community through our community-wide Doorbell Dinners
ministry. We are in need of drivers & deliverers to cover the needs of five routes — time
commitment is 11:15-12:30 each day. For more information and to sign up, visit the signup
counter by the Fair Trade coffee sales. Questions? Talk to Sharon Zuiderveld.

Jacksonville Area Community Food Center

There 1s always a need for food donations at the Food Center. Some ideas: canned pasta
and meat (Chef Boyardee), canned chicken or tuna, cereal, canned soups, peanut butter and
jelly, mac and cheese, Ramen noodles, instant oatmeal, juice, canned fruit, Gatorade, and
Jello or pudding cups. Please consider donating to the Food Center — you can put your
donations in the cloth bins in the Mission and Ministry Center (coat closet).

New Food Center Representative Needed
After many years of service, Lillian Korous is stepping down as Faith’s liaison to the
Jacksonville Food Center. We are looking for a volunteer (or two) to take her place.
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