
SUMMARY
A challenging message from Psalm 52,
exploring how believers should practice the
prophetic voice of Jesus. The psalm
addresses a 'mighty man' who boasts in evil,
contrasting human power with God's
steadfast love. John Mark structured the
message around 3 movements: confronting
the powerful who mistreat others, praying
differently for justice, and investing in a
flourishing community of saints.
Rather than being impressed by wealth,
power, or good presentations, believers
should see through to the heart of those
who use their position to harm others. The
pastor challenged the congregation to
examine their own lives, noting that
American politics and wealth can distract
from following Jesus. He concluded by
having the congregation read Psalm 52
aloud together, practicing speaking with the
prophetic voice of Jesus.

INTRO PRAYER
Heavenly Father, as we gather together in
this small group, we ask that You would
open our hearts and minds to what You
want to teach us today. Help us to be honest
with ourselves and with each other as we
explore Your Word. Give us courage to hear
diff icult truths and wisdom to apply them to
our lives. We pray that Your Holy Spirit would
guide our discussion and that we would
leave here changed and more committed to
following Jesus. May we not just be hearers
of Your Word, but doers also. In Jesus' name
we pray, Amen.

ICE BREAKER
What's your opinion on when it's
appropriate to start playing Christmas
music, and why do you feel that way?

KEY VERSES
Psalm 52:1
Psalm 52:5-7
Psalm 52:8-9
Matthew 6:10

QUESTIONS
Pastor John Mark said we can be
'mesmerized by a good presentation' and
miss when someone is actually a bully or
causing harm. Can you think of a time
when you were impressed by someone's
appearance or speaking ability but later
realized their character didn't match?
The sermon mentioned that Psalm 52
would help us 'identify the powerful who
mistreat others.' What are some signs we
should look for to recognize when
someone is using their position to harm
rather than serve?
How do you think American culture's
focus on wealth and power makes it
harder for Christians to follow Jesus and
care about justice?
The pastor asked an uncomfortable
question: 'When was the last time you
realized you were harming other people?'
How would you answer that question,
and why might it be important to ask
ourselves this regularly?
Psalm 52 calls us to confront physical
and spiritual injustice. What's the
difference between these two types of
injustice, and how might we address
each?
The sermon suggested that middle-class
and wealthy people might be afraid to
ask if God will really take care of them if
they use their resources only to serve
others. What fears do you have about
trusting God completely with your
security?
How can we create a 'flourishing
community of saints' where people
experience 'a little bit of heaven now'
rather than the brokenness they f ind in
the world?
What does it mean practically to 'hope in
the name of Jesus' and use His authority
to make a difference in our present
circumstances?

Life Application
This week, practice using the 'prophetic
voice of Jesus' by identifying one situation in
your sphere of influence where someone is
being mistreated or where injustice is
occurring. Instead of staying silent or
looking the other way, take one concrete
action to speak up or intervene - whether
that's having a diff icult conversation,
reporting a problem, or simply offering
support to someone who is vulnerable.
Before you act, spend time in prayer asking
God for wisdom and courage, and
remember that you're representing Jesus in
this situation.

Key Takeaways
We all need to practice the prophetic
voice of Jesus, speaking truth to power
and confronting injustice
We must not be impressed by wealth,
power, or good presentations when they
mask harmful behavior toward others
Christians should create refuge for the
vulnerable and mistreated
We should examine our own lives and
repent when we realize we've harmed
others through our pursuit of power or
advantage
God can be trusted to care for us even
when we use our resources and influence
solely to serve others rather than protect
ourselves

Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for this time together
and for the challenging truths You've shown
us through Psalm 52. We confess that it's
easier to stay comfortable and silent than to
speak up for justice and truth. Give us
courage to use the prophetic voice You've
given us, not to tear others down, but to
build Your kingdom and protect the
vulnerable. Help us to examine our own
hearts and repent where we've used our
power self ishly. Make us a community that
truly reflects Your love and justice, where the
broken can f ind refuge and hope. We trust
in Your name above every name, and we
commit to being Your hands and feet in this
world. In Your powerful name we pray,
Amen.
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