Sunday, November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM

Welcome to Worship!
As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.
We invite you to a time of silence and focus.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP: It is our joy to welcome you to worship today, in-person
and from wherever you may be viewing. We give thanks for whatever brought you,
and pray that you may experience the love of God surrounding you and upholding
you as we gather together to give thanks to God through Word and Sacrament.

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available to use in the Sanctuary for worship. They
are located in the Sound Booth; ask the Sound Booth operator if you would like to
use one.

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED in the Faith and Family Center (located near the
entrance doors to the large parking lot). Anyone is welcome to worship in that space.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN WORSHIP! Like Jesus who welcomed children to his
ministry, Saint Andrew’s welcomes children to our worship services.
Re-usable activity bags (for readers and non-readers) with books, stickers, crayons,
paper, and a snack are available from the usher/hospitality team; please return the
bags following worship.
e ‘“Younger Disciples Tips” are in the bulletin with ideas to engage children in
worship.
e ‘“ATime for Younger Disciples” during worship invites all God’s children to
listen to a message.

Health Practices in place to help reduce the spread of viruses and illness:
e Mask wearing is optional. Anyone who wishes to mask is welcome to do so.

e Hand sanitizer is available throughout the building.

For other activities, events, meetings check our website: https://SALC.church

VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING IN PROGRESS
Saint Andrews livestreams and records its worship services to YouTube.
Video and Audio recording is currently in progress. It is possible that
video footage and/or audio conversations of worshippers in the Saint Andrew’s
Sanctuary may appear on the YouTube livestream/recording.



https://salc.church/

GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME Pastor Lara

Please stand as you are able.
Worship leaders will say text in light print.
Congregation will say/respond with bold text.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (sing v. 1)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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*%] Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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+% He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

The first Advent candle is lit as the hymn is sung.

Eternal God,

while fear and anxiety surround us on every side, help us to watch and wait in hope,
preparing our hearts to notice and work with your grace already in our midst,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ‘ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto - Ty
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
/\
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,

arriving soon. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.




God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

* You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Please be seated.

A TIME FOR YOUNGER DISCIPLES Doug Johnson
You can find the story in your Spark Bible pg. 180

WORD

The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace is written in the style
of an over-the-top children’s story. And like all good children’s stories, it contains a
serious message. In this case, it asks us to consider how we respond when we’re asked
to compromise our deepest values.

READING: DANIEL 3:1-30

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and
whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of
Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the
officials of the provinces to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue that



King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded,
O peoples, nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe,
lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and
worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not
fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing
fire.” Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound, all the peoples, nations,
and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar
had set up.

Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the
Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You, O king, have
made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon,
harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden
statue, and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace
of blazing fire. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of
the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men pay no heed
to you, O king. They do not serve your gods, and they do not worship the golden
statue that you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before the king.

Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue
that | have set up? Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe,
lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you should fall down and
worship the statue that | have made. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately
be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will deliver you out
of my hands?”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we
have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let
him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods
and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times
more than was customary and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to
bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of
blazing fire.



So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and
their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. Because
the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging
flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But the three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of
blazing fire.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his
counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They
answered the king, “True, O king.”

He replied, “But | see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and
they are not hurt, and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” Nebuchadnezzar
then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the satraps, the
prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that
the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads
was not singed, their tunics were not scorched, and not even the smell of fire came
from them. Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him.
They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve
and worship any god except their own God. Therefore | make a decree: Any people,
nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses laid in ruins, for there is
no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sing two (2) times

C i - - #I i[ __J ! . = =

Al-le - lu -ia, al-le - lu -1ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Young readers you will find the first part of this story in your Spark Bible pg. 474
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: JOHN 18: 33-37

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or
did others tell you about me?”’ Pilate replied, “l am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to
this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this |
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens
to my voice.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

You may be seated.

SERMON Pastor Lara

Please stand as you are able



HYMN

Hark, the Glad Sound!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed
Trusting in God’s baptismal promises,
we affirm our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy *catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* here, “catholic” means the wholeness of the church in all times and places.

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Prayers/Offering: Invite children to write down who they want
to pray for this week and one way they can serve their family/community.

THE PRAYERS
After each petition, the leader will say. Hear us, O God,
Your response is, your mercy is great.

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet people around you as you are comfortable.

Please be seated.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY MUSIC “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Will Simpson, Elaine Koga Piano Four Hands

OFFERTORY VERSE

Pastor Lara

Tune: Veni Emmanuel
Arr. Molly ljames
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

We pray together. Creator God,

you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that

we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
Gently [in One]
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, blessed and broke it and
shared it with his friends, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After they had eaten, Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with his
friends, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated. We wait silently as the participants who are worshiping online are

communed.
LAMB OF GOD The St. James Christmas Service
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Communion is received around the altar rail. You are invited to kneel or stand as

you feel comfortable. Please follow the directions of the ushers and use the hand

sanitizer provided.
Bread is placed in the hands. Red wine and White grape juice are offered by

individual cup. Please ask if you would like a gluten-free option.
If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let one of the ushers/hospitality

team know.

COMMUNION HYMN

I Come with Joy
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Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together. Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation, for coming among us,
and for leading us into peace. Go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

SENDING

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Blessing: Mark the sign of the cross on your child’s forehead as a
reminder of this sending blessing

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey, * bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

—
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SENDING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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SENDING

All children and youth are invited to come forward to participate in the sending.

Go in peace. Prepare for Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE ““Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Tune: Hyfrydol
Will Simpson, Elaine Koga Piano Four Hands Arr. Molly ljames
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Thank you to all who are assisting with worship today:
Pastor Lara Forbes, Preaching and Presiding
Will Simpson, Director of Music
Elaine Koga, Accompanist
Doug Johnson, Assisting Minister
Michelle Vossler, Lector
Luke Davis, Acolyte
Gary Rudolph and John Nelson, Ushers
JoAn Eklof and Karin Eklof, Altar Guild
Susan Hegedus, Livestream video
Peter Cornwell, Audio
Christine Koch and Sarah Cannon, Greeters

The flowers this week are given by Anne Carr in loving memory of Ray’s birthday.

Volunteers are always welcome! Contact Sherry (sherry@salc.church)
to serve as a greeter or coffee host!

Come to the Advent Fair Fellowship Hall to complete or create your Advent crafts,
enjoy come coffee and conversation!

Worship Texts for December 7
Second Sunday of Advent
Ezekiel 37:1-14
John11:17-27

LITURGY and MUSIC: Unless otherwise noted, liturgy, liturgical music, and hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) and
All Creation Sings (ACS), and Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Liturgy and NRSV text from
Sundays and Seasons.com. Kenneth L. DeJong Liturgy, Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress; streamed/reprinted with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006660. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-718073. All rights reserved. Reprinted /
podcast [ streamed with permission under CCLI #2042297 and #CSPL048062. All rights reserved
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From our ELCC partners

Advent Wednesdays
December 3, 10 & 17

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
8501 SE 40'* St Mercer Island, WA 98040

5:45-7 PM Soup and Pie
7-7:30 PM Holden Evening Prayer

Worship available in person and livestreamed

Sign up for the meal Livestream (YouT ube)

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on Mercer Island will have mid-week Advent soup suppers
and Holden Evening Prayer. If you're planning on attending, please check Trendings for the
sign up information, they want to plan to for enough food!

_ Sunday, November 30, 2025
@ Our Savior Lutheran Church
745 Front St S, Issaquah WA 98027

- 5pm Preview Session wifH the \')\:/r:l-fe:‘.rs
. 6pm Worship ;
6:30pm Treats & Fellowship

An Eastside Lutheran Church éoﬁwmunity & Partners Event. |
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DONATION

- Music Garden studio Fundraising Concert

\\undu Afrlcu

RECOMMENDED AMOUNT: $10

ADDITIONAL GIVING IS WELCOME AND DEEPLY APPRECIATED A

EVERY EXTRA CONTRIBUTION WILL HELP US BRING MORE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN IN NEED

.............

' THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS HARD FOR
' /THOSE WHOSE HEARTS.ARE.
HURTING..YOU ARE NOT ALONE -

Blue Chrlstmas

a service of prayer, heallng and. mutual
_support for those who are carrying pain or
loss during this season of celebration

WED, DEC 17 - 7PM
MT SI LUTHERAN CHURCH
411 NE 8TH ST, NORTH BEND

-

WWW.MTSILUTHERAN.ORG
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Announcements

Upcoming Adult Forums:

Sunday, December 7:

9:00 AM  We will break open the Messianic Prophecies for Jesus birth.

v How were the people of the Old testament expecting the Messiah to be

coming into the world?

v What did the people in Jesus time expect?

v How does this fit into our understanding of Jesus as human and God?
Participants will receive a chart showing the top six prophecies and their fulfillment in
Scripture. Come and discover and share. Allen Bolen and Cheryl Jurrus will be your
facilitators. Bring your Bibles.

Sunday, December 14:
9:00 AM  Adult Education, David Duea CEO of Lutheran Community
Services NW

Sunday, December 14" is a Sunday Brunch Day! And we are featuring
breakfast/brunch foods. What can you bring to this potluck? (Egg bakes, scones,
fruit). Let Sherry know!

December 16" O.W.L.S. (Older, Wiser, Lutheran Saints) will celebrate the season with
a potluck lunch and then carol-singing with Dr. Will! We gather at 11:45 AM, lunch at 12

Noon, sing!

dCHRISTMAS 2025

' Beginning November 23" you can shop and
support the following agencies:
Kid Vantage
(Board books, Board games, dolls,
trucks/cars)
Lantern Hill

($25 toward building supplies)
Compass Housing
(socks/t-shirts; gloves/mittens)
The Sophia Way
($25 gift cards to QFC/Fred
Meyer/Safeway )

We also support uniform purchases for the
Maasae Lutheran Girls school in Tanzania
($65 donation) Look for that display on the 22
bulletin board!
Donate + take an ornament.




Sunday, November 30
Advent 1 - Advent Fair + Bake Sale

8:30 AM Advent Fair

10:00 AM Worship

Monday, December 1

1:00 PM Staff meeting

6:00 PM Finance Committee meeting
7:30 PM Executive Committee meeting
Tuesday, December 2

8:30 AM Tuesday Morning Men
10:00 AM Bible Study

7:00 PM Bell Choir
Wednesday, December 3
Thursday, December 4

2:00 PM Timber Ridge Worship

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 5
Office is closed.

Saturday, December 6

Sunday, December 7

9:00 AM Adult Education, Bible Study
Sunday School. Prechool — 5% grade
10:00 AM Worship
Monday, December 8
10:00 AM Health & Wholeness Meeting
1:00 PM Staff meeting
7:00 PM Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 9
8:30 AM Tuesday Morning Men
9:30 AM Dotcas Circle
10:00 AM Bible Study
7:00 PM Bell Choir
Building & Property Committee
Wednesday, December 10
1:00 PM Care Team Meeting
4:00 PM Adult Education Meeting
Thursday, December 11
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
Friday, December 12
Office is closed.
Saturday, December 13
4:00 PM Christmas Cookies + Cocoa
Sunday, December 14°
9:00 AM Adult Education, LCSNW
Sunday School, preschool — 5t Grade
10:00 AM Worship

The Reverend Lara Forbes, Lead Pastor
pastor@SALC.church

The Reverend Timothy T. Weber,
Shared-Time Pastor
timwebertt@yahoo.com

Dr. Will Simpson,
Director of Music Ministries
will@SALC.church

Doug Johnson,

Director of Youth and Family Ministries

doug@SALC.church

Sherry Grindeland, Fellowship Coordinator

sherry@SALC.church

Kurt Lutterman, Facilities Manager
kurt@SALC.church

Kathy Fisher, Communications Director
kathy@SALC.chutrch

Vanessa Wilkie, Handbell Choir Director

Elaine Koga, Choir Accompanist

Abby Kasper, Facilities Set-up

April Daniel, Records Administrator

Ann Thorpe, Sunday Church School Coordinator

Joan Tweten, Kitchen Team

We welcome your
support of our mission
and ministry. Use the QR

Code to give to SALC.
We are a Reconciling in @)
Christ congregation

P 2650 148 Ave SE

1 Bellevue, WA 98007-6452

[ , 425-746-2529 https://SALC.church

Salllt Al’lClYeWS Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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