
 

 

 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
November 30, 2025 - 10am 

 
ADVENT I: THE FIERY FURNACE 

God will be with us even in the worst of times. 

Welcome to worship! 
The ushers are ready to assist you in any way. 

Please help yourself to materials at the Family Worship Resource Table or the Child Comfort Corner at the sanctuary 
entrance. 

 

Prelude                                              Sleepers Wake, a Voice is Calling                                        -J.S. Bach                                   
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is 
sure. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 
☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn                                            Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending                                 Hymn 435 
 
1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending join to sing the glad refrain: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 
2 Now redemption, long-expected, comes in solemn splendor near; 
 all the saints this world rejected thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! See the day of God appear! 
 
3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 
 Savior, take the pow'r and glory, claim the kingdom as thine own. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 
 

Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you.   



 

 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may 
be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
 
He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope; hallelujah forevermore. 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray, God of fiery flames, Even the most raging fire could not destroy your 
servants when they called upon you in faith. Give us faith to withstand anything that 
rages to deter us from following you. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
 
Response  stand                                          Prepare the Royal Highway (verse 1)                               Hymn 264 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
                   
Gospel Lesson                                                  John 18:36-37 
 

The gospel according to St. John, the 18th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
      36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged 
to this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Lesson                                                              Daniel 3:1, 8-30 
 

  1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose 
width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.   
  8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the 
Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made 
a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and 
entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11 and whoever does 
not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12 There are certain 
Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. These men pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your 
gods, and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
  13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said 
to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods 
and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready, when 



 

 

you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, 
you should fall down and worship the statue that I have made. But if you do not worship, 
you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will 
deliver you out of my hands?” 
  16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 
no need to present a defense to you in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver 
us. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not 
worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
  19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more 
than was customary 20 and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So 
the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other 
garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the king’s 
command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men 
who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 
  24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 
counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the 
king, “True, O king.” 25 He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of 
the fire, and they are not hurt, and the fourth has the appearance of a 
god.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 
here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the 
prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire 
had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, 
their tunics were not scorched, and not even the smell of fire came from 
them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the 
king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except 
their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters 
blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from 
limb and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this 
way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of 
Babylon.  
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon 
 
Hymn                                                      O Jesus, I Have Promised                                            Hymn 810       
 
1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
 
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 
 
3 Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 
 above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 
 Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
 now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 



 

 

 
4 O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend.                                                          
 
Apostles’ Creed          

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Ministry Announcements        
 
Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

Offering                                          www.engagedbygrace.org/offering 
       

Offertory                                                      People Look East                                                         -Helvey 
                                                      

Great Thanksgiving 
  

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise 
to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for 
Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 
coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer   
 



 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.   sit 

 

Communion                  
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.  Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing.  
You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server. 

 
Blessing  stand 

 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                                 Soon and Very Soon                                          Hymn 439 
 

1 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King! 

2 No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King! 

3 No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King! 

4 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re are goin' to see the King! 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

Prayer after Communion 
  

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
     
Blessing & Dismissal                      
  

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace, together in Christ. Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude                            
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Ed Nelson in honor of Dave and Erica Reed’s wedding 
anniversary. 

 


