— TOGETHER IN CHRIST Abiding in God’s eternal Word, embodied by Jesus and active in us

HoOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
December 7, 2025 - 10am

ADVENT II: EZEKIEL - VALLEY OF DRY BONES

God’s powerful presence brings new life and heals broken relationships.

Welcome to worship!
The ushers are ready to assist you in any way.
Please help yourself to materials at the Family Worship Resource Table or the Child Comfort Corner at the sanctuary

entrance.
Prelude Noél -L. C. DaQuin
Baptism Julius Michael is the son of Katy Colvin and Joshua Grabowski

God, who is rich in mercy and love...for the life of the world.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Julius
Michael baptized into Christ? I do.

As you bring Julius Michael to receive the gift of baptism ...
Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life? I do.

Congregation stands

People of God, do you promise to support Julius Michael, praying for his new life in Christ?
We do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us
free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Baptism sit
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Yoube-long to  Christ,

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

- tized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the

world.
Hymn

1
the Savior promised long;
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
and ev'ry voice a song.

He comes the pris'ners to release,
in Satan's bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

Greeting

Hark, the Glad Sound

Hymn 239

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath



We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s
advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that
we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may
welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope;
he came down that we may have hope; hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace; hallelujah forevermore.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, God of breath, You promised new life to your people in exile by breathing
into a valley full of dry bones. Breathe new life into us, so that we might live
passionately for you. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting

Response stand Prepare the Royal Highway (verse 1) Hymn 264

Gospel Lesson John 11:11-27
The gospel according to St. John, the 11* chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going
there to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” 3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '°For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” * Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with
him.”

7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. ¥ Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ' and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2 When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. * Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. > But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 2 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” * Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” »Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 2 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” % She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one coming into the world.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14

! The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. >He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to
me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”  Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. ® Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you
with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was



no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” 1°T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 1> Therefore prophesy
and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up
from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. * And you
shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves,
O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death Hymn 452
1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,

and Christ shall give you light;
so learn his love, its length and breadth,
its fullness, depth, and height.

2 To us on earth he came to bring
from sin and fear release,
to give the Spirit's unity,
the very bond of peace.

3 There is one body and one hope,
one Spirit and one call,
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,
one God who made us all.

4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved,
who died that he might save;
with kind and gentle hearts forgive
as God in Christ forgave.

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died,
and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,
and Christ shall give you life.

Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession  Response: hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering =]
Offertory He Came Down EI -DeCesare
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Lord's Prayer

Communion

Blessing stand

Closing Hymn

1

Holy One, the beginning and the end... Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come

again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his
coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. sit

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing.
You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

"Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!" So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

For the herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.

Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,

as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord

now on earth is shed abroad,

and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

Hymn 256



Prayer after Communion

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing & Dismissal

May God who comes among us, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

Go in peace, together in Christ. Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given by Peg and George Steele in memory and honor of loved ones.
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