Sunday, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM

The Annunciation, Ivanka Demchuk, artist

Welcome to Worship!
As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.
We invite you to a time of silence and focus.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP: It is our joy to welcome you to worship today, in-person
and from wherever you may be viewing. We give thanks for whatever brought you,
and pray that you may experience the love of God surrounding you and upholding
you as we gather together to give thanks to God through Word and Sacrament.

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available to use in the Sanctuary for worship. They
are located in the Sound Booth; ask the Sound Booth operator if you would like to
use one.

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED in the Faith and Family Center (located near the
entrance doors to the large parking lot). Anyone is welcome to worship in that space.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN WORSHIP! Like Jesus who welcomed children to his
ministry, Saint Andrew’s welcomes children to our worship services.
Re-usable activity bags (for readers and non-readers) with books, stickers, crayons,
paper, and a snack are available from the usher/hospitality team; please return the
bags following worship.
e ‘“Younger Disciples Tips” are in the bulletin with ideas to engage children in
worship.
e ‘“ATime for Younger Disciples” during worship invites all God’s children to
listen to a message.

Health Practices in place to help reduce the spread of viruses and illness:
e Mask wearing is optional. Anyone who wishes to mask is welcome to do so.

e Hand sanitizer is available throughout the building.

For other activities, events, meetings check our website: https://SALC.church

VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING IN PROGRESS
Saint Andrews livestreams and records its worship services to YouTube.
Video and Audio recording is currently in progress. It is possible that
video footage and/or audio conversations of worshippers in the Saint Andrew’s
Sanctuary may appear on the YouTube livestream/recording.



https://salc.church/

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME Pastor Lara

Worship leaders will say text in light print.
Congregation will say/respond with bold text.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (sing all verses)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

The fourth Advent candle is lit as the hymn is sung.

Loving God,

you invite us to receive the promise of your salvation, mercy, and grace. Empower
us to bear witness to this promise as we share your love with the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN

Blessed Be the God of Israel
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| Blessed be the God of Is - ta - el who comes to set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.

:

the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;

to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of  praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - 1i - ness and  righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of  death and lead us in - to  peace.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,

arriving soon. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.
You are freed and forgiven, * saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.




GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

A TIME FOR YOUNGER DISCIPLES Pastor Lara
You will find this story in your Spark Story Bible, page 202.

WORD
Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sing two (2) times
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:39-55

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

You may be seated.



SERMON Pastor Lara

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN

Canticle of the Turning
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful  shout that the
2 Though I am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow'r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we re -
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God of my heart 1is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - ¢y must de -
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depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev-'ry ty - rant ... from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
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those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
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strong  to flight, for the world is a- bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world 1s a - bout o turn.
crushed by God, who 1is turn - ing the world a - round.
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Wipe a - way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

turn.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed
Trusting in God’s baptismal promises,
we affirm our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy *catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* here, “catholic” means the wholeness of the church in all times and places.

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Prayers/Offering: Invite children to write down who they want
to pray for this week and one way they can serve their family/community.

THE PRAYERS
After each petition, the leader will say, Hear us, O God,
Your response is, your mercy is great.

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet people around you as you are comfortable.

Please be seated
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ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Lara

OFFERING Our ushers will be passing offering plates. We welcome
your gifts to support the mission and ministry of Saint Andrew’s
Lutheran Church. There are envelopes in the pews, or you can give
online using the QR code.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY MUSIC African Noel Arr. Benjamin Harlan
The Chancel Choir

“Sing Noel, Sing Noel, Sing We All Noel!”

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERTORY VERSE
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

We pray together. Creator God,

you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that
we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

Gently [in One]
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, blessed and broke it and
shared it with his friends, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After they had eaten, Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with his
friends, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated. We wait silently as the participants who are worshiping online are
communed.
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LAMB OF GOD The St. James Christmas Service

Gently [In One]
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AND HEALING PRAYERS

Communion is received around the altar rail. You are invited to kneel or stand as you
feel comfortable. Please follow the directions of the ushers and use the hand sanitizer
provided.

Bread is placed in the hands. Red wine and White grape juice are offered by individual
cup. Please ask if you would like a gluten-free option.

If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let one of the ushers/hospitality team
know.

Today we have two Healing Prayer Ministers to pray with you during Communion. They
are ready to pray for healing and also offer thanksgiving for healing. You may also bring
other concerns for prayer to them.
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COMMUNION HYMN

The King Shall Come
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty brings.
_ | | | o o |
e 5, % 3
Zh e e e

i 4]} &

bl
il

|

i
when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo -ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
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Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together. Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation, for coming among us,
and for leading us into peace. Go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

SENDING

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Blessing: Mark the sign of the cross on your child’s forehead as a
reminder of this sending blessing

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey, * bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Sung to the tune “Hyfrydol”

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth thou art,

dear desire of ev’ry nation,
joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver,

born a child, and yet a king;

born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all-sufficient merit

raise us to thy glorious throne.

SENDING

All children and youth are invited to come forward to participate in the sending.

Go in peace. Prepare for Jesus.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE Et in Terra Pax (And on Earth, Peace) J. Purifoy
Quartet: Dana Nasby, Vanessa Wilkie, Kelly Weibel, Sharon Gurtel

Et in terra pax
And on earth peace.
Gloria in excelsis!
Glory to God in the Highest!
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
And suddenly with the angel
Was a multitude of the heavenly host
Praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth, peace.
Etin terra pax
And on earth peace.
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Thank you to all who are assisting with worship today:
Pastor Lara Forbes, Preaching and Presiding
Will Simpson, Director of Music
Elaine Koga, Accompanist
Dana Nasby, Assisting Minister
Aaron Davis, Lector
Soren Lester, Acolyte
Cheryl Jurrus and Mikel Oswalt, Healing Ministers
Art Gurtel and Gary Rudolph, Ushers
Jay Baxter and Ann Berglind, Altar Guild
Susan Hegedus, Livestream video
Peter Cornwell, Audio
Darcy & Dan Johnson, Greeters
Matt Camrud, Coffee host

Volunteers are always welcome! Contact Sherry (sherry@salc.church)
to serve as a greeter or coffee host!

Join us on Wednesday, December 24" for our Christmas Eve Worship.
Music begins at 6:45 PM, Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion begin at 7:00 PM.
Sunday, December 28, 10:00 AM Worship is ‘Lessons and Carols’.

LITURGY and MUSIC: Unless otherwise noted, liturgy, liturgical music, and hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) and
All Creation Sings (ACS), and Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Liturgy and NRSV text from
Sundays and Seasons.com. Kenneth L. DeJong Liturgy, Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress; streamed/reprinted with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006660. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Reprinted [ podcast [ streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-718073. All rights reserved. Reprinted /
podcast [ streamed with permission under CCLI #2042297 and #CSPL048062. All rights reserved
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Thursday, January 1: Office is Closed
+Friday, January 2: Office is Closed.
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Wednesday, December 31: 9 AM - 12:00 PM
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Invite your family, friends and neighbors to join us on Christmas Eve!

Christmas Eve at

Saint Andrew'’s
6:45 PM
Special Music

=GO
Worship

Candlelight and Holy Communion

&
Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 2650 148" Ave SE, Bellevue, WA

£
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CALENDAR

Sunday, December 21

9:00 AM Coffee & Conversation

10:00 AM Worship

Monday, December 22

1:00 PM Staff meeting

7:00 PM Outreach Committee Meeting
Tuesday, December 23

8:30 AM Tuesday Morning Men

7:00 PM Bell Choir

Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve — office is closed.

6:45 PM Special Music begins
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship

Thursday, December 25
Merry Christmas — office is closed

Friday, December 26
Office is closed.

Saturday, December 27

Sunday, December 28
9:00 AM Coffee and Conversation
10:00 am Worship

Monday, December 29
Office hours: 9 AM — 12 Noon

Tuesday, December 30
Office hours: 9 AM — 12 Noon

Wednesday, December 31
Office hours: 9 AM — 12 Noon

Thursday, January 1
Office is closed — Happy New Year!

Friday, January 2
Office is closed

Saturday, January 3

The Reverend Lara Forbes, Lead Pastor
pastor@SALC.church

The Reverend Timothy T. Weber,
Shared-Time Pastor
timwebertt@yahoo.com

Dr. Will Simpson,
Director of Music Ministries
will@SALC.church

Doug Johnson,

Director of Youth and Family Ministries

doug@SALC.church

Sherry Grindeland, Fellowship Coordinator

sherry@SALC.church

Kurt Lutterman, Facilities Manager
kurt@SALC.church

Kathy Fisher, Communications Director
kathy@SALC.church

Vanessa Wilkie, Handbell Choir Director

Elaine Koga, Choir Accompanist

Abby Kasper, Facilities Set-up

April Daniel, Records Administrator

Ann Thorpe, Sunday Church School Coordinator

Joan Tweten, Kitchen Team

You can give to Saint
Andrew’s using this QR code.

Sunday, January 4

9:00 AM Adult Education, Constitution Updates
Sunday School (preschool — 5% grade)
10:00 AM Worship

/1
Saint®Andrews

We are a Reconciling in
Christ congregation.

P 2650 148 Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98007-6452

425-746-2529 https://SALC.church

LUTHERAN CHURCH

SALC and SALCfamilies
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram


https://salc.church/

