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PRELUDE 
     
      Noël Suisse                                                                                                 - Louis Claude Daquin 
      Angels We Have Heard on High                                                                        - arr. Michael Krent 
      People Look East     - Anne Krentz Organ         

Gigue on Joy to the World                                Chris Martin, trumpet                              -Sondra Tucker 
Noël X Grand Jeu                                                                                     - Louis Claude Daquin            

     Silent Night & Away in the Manger                 Keith Townsend, piano                                 -Mark Hayes 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
 

In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, your sins are forgiven. May you know the peace 
which the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s mercy is good news of great joy! Amen. 

 
HYMN                                                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                Hymn 257 
  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
SERVICE OF LIGHT               Light your candle by tipping it into the flame of another candle that has already been lit 
 
DIALOG         
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
 

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 

Jesus is the light of the world.  
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
 

Sing to God a new song!  
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
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HYMN                                                     Silent Night, Holy Night!                                      Hymn 281 
      

      Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.  

 
PRAYER 
 

Loving God, you sent your only son, Jesus, into the world, so that all might know of your love. 
Remind us daily that we are your precious children, too. We pray these things in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  Extinguish candles   
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

LESSON                                              Genesis 1:1-4 & 2:4b-7 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  In the day that the LORD God made the 
earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was 
no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of 
the ground— 7then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 

 

HYMN                                                     Of the Father's Love Begotten                                        Hymn  295 
 

 Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
 he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 
 of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,  
 evermore and evermore. 
 

 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
 whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
 now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord 
 evermore and evermore. 
 

LESSON                                                   2 Samuel 7:8-13 
 
Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took 
you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
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appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

 

HYMN                                               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                      Hymn 257 
  

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home; 
 make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
LESSON          Micah 5:2-5a 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand 
and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall 
be the one of peace. 

 
HYMN                                               O Little Town of Bethlehem                                         Hymn 279 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

In many and various ways God spoke to the people of old through the prophets. 
But now in these last days God has spoken to us through a Son. 

      

LESSON                                                   Luke 1:26-38           
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name 
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
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who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel 
departed from her.  And Mary sang … 

 

ANTHEM                                                                    Magnificat                                                      -Stopford 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

LESSON                                                                    Luke 2:1-20 
 

      1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
      15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

ANTHEM                                             O Magnum Mysterium                                       -M. Lauridsen    
 

O magnum mysterium,   O great mystery, 
et admirabile sacramentum,    and wonderful sacrament, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,  that animals should see the new-born Lord, 
jacentem in praesepio!    lying in a manger! 
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera    Blessed is the Virgin whose womb 
meruerunt portare     was worthy to bear 
Dominum Christum.    Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia.      Alleluia! 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN                    Bright and Glorious is the Sky                                  Hymn 301 
 

Bright and glorious is the sky, radiant are the heavens high 
where the golden stars are shining. All their rays to earth inclining 
beckon us to heav'n above, beckon us to heav'n above. 

 

On that holy Christmas night through the darkness beamed a light; 
all the stars above were paling. all their luster slowly failing 
as the wondrous star drew nigh, as the wondrous star drew nigh.. 
 

Guided by the star, they found him whose praise the ages sound. 
We too have a star to guide us, which forever will provide us 
with the light to find our Lord, with the light to find our Lord. 

 

And this star, as bright as day, that will never lead astray 
with its message so appealing, is the word of God, revealing 
Christ, the way, the truth, the life, Christ, the way, the truth, the life. 

 

OFFERING                                                 www.engagedbygrace.org/offering      
 

HYMN                                                   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                Hymn 270 
 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;  
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."  
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!  
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
 

In his light, draw all to the manger to sing for joy with the angels. 
 

In the brightness of his life   
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.  Amen. 
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DIALOG                                                          John 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, 
And without him not one thing came into being. 
 

What has come into being in him was life. 
And the life was the light of all people. 
 

The light shines in the darkness, And the darkness shall not overcome it. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                               John 1:9-14 

 

      The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed 
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION sit 
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.  Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request grape juice instead of wine by raising a finger to the communion assistant.  
 

HYMN                                                      Love Has Come                                                  Hymn 292 
 

Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 

DUET                                               Cantique de Noël - O Holy Night                               -Adolph Adam 
Sarah and Chris Martin, soloists 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN                                O Come, All Ye Faithful                                        Hymn 283 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
            O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest:  Refrain 
 

 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this 
Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                                       Toccata on “Joy to the World”                                  -Michael Dell 
 
Poinsettias are given by …  
 

Chris & Tom Grabenstatter 
Poling Jones Family 
Fred & Chris Burton 
Beth & Doug Myser 
Shirley Boyd 
Jody Passafume 
Mike & Kathy Higbee 
Bill & Sue Eubanks 
Don & Karen Larson 
Terri Michael 
Dyann & Wally Taylor                
        

Susan & Ray Magorien 
The Stock Family 
The Cochran Family 
The Hudson Family 
The Abell Family 
The Yassenoff Family 
The Warnements 
Barbara Keller 
Marge Markowich 
Zinny Bond 

       Noah 
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