Preparation Hymn CP 160

As With Gladness, Men of Old
Tune: Dix

During Communion The Lord is My Light
The Lord is my light, my light and salvation:
in God I trust, in God | trust

Communauté de Taizé

Sending Hymn CP 139
The First Noel
Tune: THE FIRST NOEL

Postlude: Rainbow Connection by Paul
Williams/Kenneth Asher (as sung by Kermit the Frog)

Epiphany

On Epiphany day, +
we are still the people walking.

We are still people in the dark,
and the darkness looms large around us,
beset as we are by fear,
anxiety,
brutality,
violence,
loss —
a dozen alienations that we cannot manage.

We are — we could be — people of your light.

So we pray for the light of your glorious presence
as we wait for your appearing;

we pray for the light of your wondrous grace
as we exhaust our coping capacity;

we pray for your gift of newness that
will override our weariness;

we pray that we may see and know and hear

and trust
in your good rule.

That we may have energy, courage, and freedom
to enact
your rule through the demands of this day.
We submit our day to you and to your rule,
with deep joy and high hope.

From: Prayers for a Privileged People - Walter
Brueggemann (Nashville: Abingdon, 2008), p. 163.
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Instrumental Prelude: Meditation by Moussourgsky

Welcome & Territorial Acknowledgement

Opening Hymn: CP 118 vs 1-3 &5
O Come, All Ye Faithful =~ Tune: ADESTE FIDELES

Children’s Message

Collect

Almighty and everliving God,

you revealed the incarnation of your Son

by the brilliant shining of a star.

Shine the light of your justice

in our hearts and over all lands,

and accept our lives as the treasure we offer
in your praise and for your service;

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 2006 alt.

The Proclamation of the Word

Reader: Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of
God as it comes to us in the reading of
Holy Scripture.

All: Our hearts and minds are open.

Reader A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (60:1-9)

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his



glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up
your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’
arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to
you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar
shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth shall
minister to you; they shall be acceptable on my

altar, and | will glorify my glorious house. Who are these
that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their windows?
For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of
Tarshish first, to bring your children from far away, their
silver and gold with them, for the name of the Lord your
God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has
glorified you.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Chant 9
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Give the king your jus-/tice, O God,*

and your righteousness to / the king’s son;
that he may rule your / people righteously*
and the / poor with justice.

That the mountains may bring prosperity / to the
people,* and the little / hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy a-/mong the people;*
he shall rescue the poor and crush / the oppressor.

He shall live as long as the sun and / moon endure,*
from one generation / to another.

He shall come down like rain upon / the mown field, *
like showers that wa-/ter the earth.

In his time shall the / righteous flourish,*

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall /
be no more.

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles / shall pay
tribute,* and the kings of Arabia and Saba / offer gifts.

All kings shall bow / down before him*

and all the nations / do him service.

For he shall deliver the poor who cries out / in
distress,*and the oppressed who / has no helper.

He shall have pity on the low-/ly and poor;*

he shall preserve the lives / of the needy.

He shall redeem their lives from oppres-/sion and
violence,* and dear shall their blood be / in his sight.

Gospel Chant  Arise shine for your light has come
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you

A - rise-shine for your li-ght has come and the  glo-ry of the Lord has  dawned up-on you. A

The Gospel

All stand, as able, for the Gospel.

Deacon The Lord be with you

People  And also with you.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew (2:1-12)

People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay
him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says,
The Gospel of Christ.
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



