
Second Sunday of Easter 
April 12, 2026 
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  Greetings and Welcome 
 

 

  Prelude by the Faith Singers – “Song of the Saints,” by Phil Wickham 

 

GATHERING 
 

  Call to Worship  
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 

  Confession 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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  Gathering Song – “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”  ELW 392, vv. 1-3  (organ) 
 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 

 Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 

 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

2   Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

   Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

   Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er, 

   shall our hearts forget his promise: "I am with you evermore"? 
 

3   Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 

   Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 

   Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth's redeemer, hear our plea 

   where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

 

*Greeting  
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Living God, in the glory of Easter resurrection, you appeared to Mary and your disciples.  

While Thomas was not there, you came back so that he too could see and believe.  Come 

and meet us here today, and in the places where we struggle to see you, so that we may 

see, believe, and share the good news. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

*Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   
 

 

  Children’s Sermon 
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  Hymn of Praise:  “Shout to the Lord”     (piano) 
 

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength, 

let ev’ry breath, all that I am, never cease to worship you.  
 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands.  For ever I’ll love you, for ever I’ll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
 

 

WORD 
 

  Reading:  Psalm 145:13-21  Reader:  Angela Spray 
 

13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

    and gracious in all his deeds.  
14The Lord upholds all who are falling 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 
16You open your hand, 

    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
17The Lord is just in all his ways 

    and kind in all his doings. 
18The Lord is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 
19He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 

    he also hears their cry and saves them. 
20The Lord watches over all who love him, 

    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 

    and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 
 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Reading:  John 20:19-31 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.”  20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  22When he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came.  25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.”  28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 

my God!”  29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  
 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in 

this book.  31But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

  Song – “We Walk by Faith”   ELW 635     (piano) 
 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with gracious words draw near, 

 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: "My peace be with you here." 
 

2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor follow where you trod; 

 but in your promise we rejoice, and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith abound 

 to call on you when you are near and seek where you are found: 
 



5 

4 For you, O resurrected Lord, re found in means divine: 

beneath the water and the word, beneath the bread and wine. 
 

5 And when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light 

 we may behold you as you are, with full and endless sight. 
 

 

  Sermon:  “What if I Haven’t Seen the Lord?” 
 

 

  Song of the Day – “All My Days”      (piano) 
 

1 All my days I will sing this song of gladness,  

give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 

For in my helplessness You heard my cry,  

and waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
 

2  I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, of death defeated and life without end. 
 

Refrain:  Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counselor, clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life, Star of the Morning, glorious holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion, and You reign, You reign over all! 
 

3 I long to be where the praise is never ending,  

Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 

Where countless worshippers will share one song, 

And cries of ‘worthy’ will honor the Lamb!  Refrain 
 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 

  Stewardship Time  

"It Is Well with My Soul", arr. by B.C. Dockery 

Susan Roegge & Martha Krohe 
 

–We now have Worship Cards in the pews.  Please let us know if you are 

communing, share a prayer request, and place your card in the offering plate  

as a gesture of stewardship as we grow in relationship with God 

through the use of our time, talents, and finances– 
 

 

*Offering Prayer 
 

P:  Merciful God, 

C:  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 

 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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  Communion Songs  
 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   ELW 367 (organ) 
 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"   

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  Repeat their song of glory here:   

"Christ has triumphed!  He is living!"  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2    Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

      "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  Now still he comes to give us life 

      and by his presence stills all strife.  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3    Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 

      that we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day 

      that by our lives we truly say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4 Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"   

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

 all the glory, never ending!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”   (piano) 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  Open the eyes of my heart. 

I want to see You,  I want to see You. 
 

To see You high and lifted up,  Shining in the light of Your glory. 

Pour out Your power and love,  As we sing holy, holy, holy.  Repeat 
 

Coda: As we sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

We sing holy, holy, holy. 

I want to see You.  Repeat coda 

I want to see You.   
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

*Closing Prayer 
 

SENDING 
 

*Benediction  
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor, and + give you peace.   

C:  Amen.  
 

 

*Sending Song – “Thine Is the Glory”   ELW 376    (organ) 
 

1 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

 kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Refrain:  Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 
 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! 

 Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 

 let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

 for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 

3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

 life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, through thy deathless love; 

 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  Refrain 
 

 

*Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Song Credits 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

“Shout to the Lord,” from The Source, Kevin Mayhew Limited, © 1998.  CCLI#973583 

“All My Days,” by Stuart Townend.  © 1998 Thankyou Music/Adm.  Used by permission. 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart,” words and music by Paul Baloche.  CCLI#973583 
 
 

The altar plants are donated today by the Dichsen family 

in honor of Rigby’s 14th birthday on April 10 
 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Liddy Stark 

Greeter:  Barb Davenport 

Reader:  Angela Spray 

Usher:  Pat Glyshaw 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Director:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Susan Roegge 

Pianist:  Jean Welch 

Guitarist:  Marilyn Dichsen 

Drummers:  John Demien & Louis Dichsen 

Financial Assistants:  Cory Street & Kay Schnitker 

Chancel Committee:  Pat Glyshaw 

Coffee Hosts:  Laura Sweatman & Verla Buckner 
 

Singers:   

Maddie Crossin    Kelly Hartz       Adam Krohe    Cole Street 

Benen Dichsen    Terri Kimler       Kris Roth     Melissa Street 
 

Church Council Members: 

Malinda Carlson    Kevin Krohe       Monica Proefrock    Cory Street 

Greg Kimler    Patty Nelson       Kay Schnitker    John Williams 
 

 

What’s Coming Up at Faith? 
 

Sunday, April 12, 9:30am:  Worship 

         11:00am:  Discussion Group in the Justice Room 

           4:30pm:  Bible Boot Camp 
 

Wednesday, April 15, 10:00am:  Read the Bible in a Year Group – Faith Library 
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Sunday, April 19, 9:30am:  Worship  Newsletter Deadline 

         11:00am:  Discussion Group in the Justice Room 

           4:30pm:  Bible Boot Camp 
 

Wednesday, April 22, 10:00am:  Read the Bible in a Year Group – Faith Library 
 

 

News Updates 
 

Lay Ministry Sign-Up Sheets 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment to 

sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, Chancel 

Committee volunteer, and to Donate Altar Plants.  Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 

Faith’s Little Flock — (Ages 2–7) 

gathers each Sunday after the Children’s Sermon and returns to the sanctuary in time for 

Communion. 

 

Post-Service Discussions 
After the service, grab some refreshments and join us in the Justice Room to further encounter the 

readings – and the sermon.  Naomi Hahn 

 

Read the Bible in a Year 

Join us in reading the Bible over the course of a year, Wednesdays at 10:00am in the 

Faith Library.  We gather weekly to discuss our insights and reflections.  We are utilizing 

The Bible Recap by Tara-Leigh Cobble, available on the YouVersion Bible app, to guide 

our journey.  For more information, feel free to reach out to Pam Devlin.   

 

Bible Boot Camp and Faith Inkubators 
Pastor Adam will lead gatherings on April 12 & 19.  If others would like to help provide a meal or 

lead a fun activity, please contact Pam Devlin, Carol Freesen, or Celeste Hill on our Discipleship 

Core Team or sign up on the sheet in the Gathering Area.  Our typical schedule is for Bible Boot 

Camp from 4:30-5:30, a meal for 15 people from 5:30-6:00, and Faith Inkubators from 6:00-7:30.   

 

Spring Altar Flowers for Faith's Gardens 

Beginning after Easter, we will be purchasing flowers each week for the altar that will then 

be planted in our church gardens.  If you would like to donate a plant, the cost is $15, and 

you can sign up at the podium in the Gathering Area. 
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Picnic & Planting Day at Faith 

Join us after church on Sunday, May 3, for a Picnic & Planting Day at Faith!  We’re 

inviting everyone to stay after worship for food, fellowship, and outdoor planting to help 

spruce up our garden spaces.  Kids and adults are welcome—there will be jobs for all ages.  

Picnic food will be provided.  This special day is a collaboration between the Garden Team 

and the GIFT Team—come ready to eat, connect, and get your hands a little dirty!  

 

Focus on the Unhoused in Jacksonville 

A second gathering and discussion on the unhoused issue in our community will be hosted 

by First Presbyterian Church (870 W. College St.) on April 15 at 6:30pm.  They will be 

hearing from Derek Davis from Narcotics Anonymous, Matt Lantgen from Gateway, Luke 

Poore from the Jacksonville Police Department, John Hutton from Go Church, and 

Jacksonville Alderman Joe Lockman.  They will share about their work toward local 

solutions and how we call can help. 

 

Summer Youth Camps 

Performing Arts Camp (PAC) at Green Pastures Christian Retreat Center is for 

youth entering grades 5-12 and will take place on June 12-13, 19-20, and 26-27.  Cost 

is $50/camper. 
 

Fire in Our Hearts (FIOH) at Green Pastures is for youth entering grades 5-12 and 

will take place on July 13-17 and 27-31.  Cost is $135/camper. 
 

If needed, scholarships are available. 

Registration link:  http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/registration. 

For more information call:  217-584-1374 

Email:  contact@greenpasturesretreatcenter.org  

 


