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Holy Communion
Third Sunday of Easter

April 26, 2026

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY

Your thanks and praise strengthens our worship as we celebrate again God's love for all the world
using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir as a witness to the rich diversity
within our one faith in Christ.

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON
God can even use the imprisonment of the faithful to bring about change in people.

Prelude

Opening Hymn When in Our Music God is Glorified Hymn 851

1 When in our music God is glorified,
and adoration leaves no room for pride,
it is as though the whole creation cried:

Alleluia!

2 How oft, in making music, we have found
a new dimension in the world of sound,
as worship moved us to a more profound
Alleluia!

3 So has the church, in liturgy and song,
in faith and love, through centuries of wrong,
borne witness to the truth in ev'ry tongue:
Alleluia!

4 And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night
when utmost evil strove against the light?
Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight:
Alleluial!

5 Let ev'ry instrument be tuned for praise;
let all rejoice who have a voice to raise;
and may God give us faith to sing always:
Alleluia!

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
And honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
Sing with all the people of God,
And join in the hymn of all creation.

Blessing and honor and glory and might
Be to God and the Lamb, forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,
For the lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia! Alleluia!!
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray, God of freedom, Paul and Silas worshiped you, even when they were flogged
and imprisoned. Transform our hearts so that we may also rejoice in you at all times and in
all situations. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting

Gospel Acclamation stand
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Gospel Lesson Luke 6:18-19, 22-23

The gospel according to St. Luke, the 6" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

8They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases, and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. ' And everyone in the crowd was trying to touch
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. ? Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely
your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Preaching Lesson sit Acts 16:6-34

¢ They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to speak the word in Asia.”When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to
go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8so, passing by Mysia, they
went down to Troas. ° During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 1 When he had
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God
had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

1'We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, ?and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the



district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. *On
the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a
place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. * A
certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city
of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what
was said by Paul. * When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

1*One day as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a female slave who had a
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. 7 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” '8 She kept doing this for many
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities.  When they had
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men, these Jews, are disturbing our
city 'and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us, being Romans, to adopt or
observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. » After they had given them a
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. 2* Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened
their feet in the stocks.

% About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. ¥ When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. ® But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here.” ? The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before
Paul and Silas. ** Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” 3! They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 2 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. # At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and
his entire family were baptized without delay. 3 He brought them up into the house and set
food before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in
God.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn When Our Song Says Peace Hymn 709

When our song says peace and the world says war, we will sing despite the world.
We will trust the song, for we sing of God,

who breaks the spear and sword

and stills the storm of war.

When our song says free and the world says bound, we will sing despite the world.
We will trust the song, for we sing of God,

who opens prison doors

and sets the captives free.

When our song says home and the world says lost, we will sing despite the world.
We will trust the song, for we sing of God,

who brings us home at last,

and gives a song to all.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession = Response: hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering Op0
Offertory Beside Still Waters = -Howard Starks

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

Hymn During Communion Let Us Break Bread Together Hymn 471



1

Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain

When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

Blessing

Closing Hymn Amazing Grace

1

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Prayer after Communion

Hymn 779

Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to
tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and
weary world. Amen.



SENDING

Blessing & Dismissal

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, light
your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

Go in peace. Together in Christ. Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given by Bob and Barbara Campbell and Jon Scheiderer in memory
of their mother Burdetta Scheiderer having gone to heaven 20 years ago.
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