
 
                                                                                                                                  
 

 
 

10 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

May 31, 2026 
 

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY! 
Your thanks and praise strengthens our worship as we celebrate again God’s love for all the world 

using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir as a witness to the rich diversity 
within our one faith in Christ. 

 
LOSS AND LOYALTY 

"Love That Won't Let Go" — Ruth's stubborn devotion as a mirror of God's own. 

 
Prelude                                                           
                                                                   
Opening Hymn                                            Here I Am, Lord                                                     Hymn 574 
 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 



 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray, Faithful God, as Ruth clung to Naomi on an uncertain road, give us courage 
to choose love over comfort and loyalty over safety. When loss tempts us to bitterness, 
meet us with unexpected companions, and bind us together across every boundary, that 
in caring for one another we may discover your provision; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Welcome and Greeting 

Hymn of Praise 

Word of God, come down on earth, 
living rain from heav'n descending; 
touch our hearts and bring to birth 
faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you;  
Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 
Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                    Matthew 5:1-12 

 
The gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Response                                               For All The Faithful Women                                         Hymn 419 
                                                                                    

For all the faithful women 
 who served in days of old, 
 to you shall thanks be given; 
 to all, their story told. 
 They served with strength and gladness 
 in tasks your wisdom gave. 
 To you their lives bore witness, 
 proclaimed your pow'r to save. 
 
Lesson                                                                                                           Ruth 1:1-22 



 
  1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 2 The 
name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two 
sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 
into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, 
and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was 
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 5 both 
Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 
husband. 
  6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 
had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them 
food. 7 So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-
in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you 
may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and 
they wept aloud. 10 They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But 
Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in 
my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, 
for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I 
should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they were 
grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more 
bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.” 14 Then 
they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 
  15 So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 
 “Do not press me to leave you, 
  to turn back from following you! 
 Where you go, I will go; 
  where you lodge, I will lodge; 
 your people shall be my people 
  and your God my God. 
 17 Where you die, I will die, 
  and there will I be buried. 
 May the Lord do thus to me, 
  and more as well, 
 if even death parts me from you!” 
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
  19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they came to 
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women said, “Is this 
Naomi?” 20 She said to them, 
 “Call me no longer Naomi; 
  call me Mara, 
  for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me. 
 21 I went away full, 
  but the Lord has brought me back empty; 
 why call me Naomi 
  when the Lord has dealt harshly with me 
  and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” 
  22 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came 
back with her from the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the 
barley harvest. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon 
 

 



Hymn                                                         For All The Faithful Women                                    Hymn 419 
 O God, for saints and servants, 
 those named and those unknown, 
 in whom through all the ages  
 your light of glory shone, 
 we offer glad thanksgiving 
 and fervent prayer we raise 
 that, faithful in your service, 
 our lives may sing your praise. 
 

For Ruth, who left her homeland 
 and ventured forth in faith, 
 who pledged to serve and worship  
 Naomi's God till death, 
 we praise you, God of Israel, 
 and pray for hearts set free 
 to bind ourselves to others 
 in love and loyalty. 
 
 All praise to God the Father!  
 All praise to Christ the Son! 
 All praise to God the Spirit,  
 who binds the church as one! 
 With saints who went before us,  
 with saints who witness still, 
 we sing glad alleluias 
 and strive to do your will. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Ministry Announcements        
 

Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

Offering                                         www.engagedbygrace.org/offering       
 
Offertory                                                    
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 



 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord… be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 
Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion                       
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.   Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server. 
 
Blessing  
 
Closing Hymn                                  Go, My Children, With My Blessing                               Hymn 543 
 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to 
tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and 
weary world. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

Commissioning for Mission Trip 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 
  

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light 
your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Together in Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                            
  

Chancel flowers today are given by Alli & Josh Clouse in loving memory of baby boy Clouse 
and all of God’s smallest children who have been called home. 
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