TOGE'I‘HER IN CHRIST Abiding in God’s eternal Word, embodied by Jesus and active in us

HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, June 28, 2026 * 10a

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
For Such a Time as This

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY!

Your thanks and praise strengthens onr worship as we celebrate again God's love for all the world
using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir as a witness to the rich diversity
within our one faith in Christ.

Prelude

Confession
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive Hymn 605

1 "Forgive our sins as we forgive,"
you taught us, Lord, to pray;
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.

2 How can your pardon reach and bless
the unforgiving heart
that broods on wrongs and will not let
old bitterness depart?

3 Inblazing light your cross reveals
the truth we dimly knew:
how trifling others' debts to us;
how great our debt to you!

4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls
and bid resentment cease;
then, by your mercy reconciled,
our lives will spread your peace.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, God of wonder, who works through hidden hands and unlikely moments,
give us the courage of Esther to speak for those who have no voice, not shrinking back
from the cost. Strengthen us to risk ourselves for others, trusting that you have placed us
here for such a time as this; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Hymn of Praise

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Gospel Lesson Luke 9:23-24

The gospel according to St. Luke, the 9 chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

B Then he said to them all, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me. % For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Response For All The Faithful Women Hymn 419

For all the faithful women

who served in days of old,

to you shall thanks be given;

to all, their story told.

They served with strength and gladness
in tasks your wisdom gave.

To you their lives bore witness,
proclaimed your pow'r to save.

Lesson Esther 4:1-17

"When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on
sackcloth and ashes and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; > he went
up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with
sackcloth. *In every province, wherever the king’s command and his decree came, there
was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and most of
them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

*When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply
distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but
he would not accept them. ° Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs who
had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was
happening and why. ¢ Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front
of the king’s gate, ”and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him and the exact sum
of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of



the Jews. ® Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their
destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the
king to make supplication to him and to entreat him for her people.

?Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. '° Then Esther spoke to Hathach
and gave him a message for Mordecai: ' “All the king’s servants and the people of the
king’s provinces know that, if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court
without being called, there is but one law: to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the
golden scepter to someone may that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to
the king for thirty days.” > When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, > Mordecai told
them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more
than all the other Jews. ' For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise
for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows?
Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” '° Then Esther said in
reply to Mordecai, ' “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my
behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast
as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I
perish.” 7 Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn Christ, Be Our Light Hymn 715

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Refrain

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession = Response: hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering EEE
Offertory Great Is Thy Faithfulness = -Traditional

Carolyn Cramer, soloist

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

Blessing
Closing Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth Hymn 879

1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.



2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4  For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing & Dismissal

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Go in peace. Together in Christ. Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given to the Glory of God!
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