TOGETHER IN CHRIST Abiding in God’s eternal Word, embodied by Jesus and active in us

HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, July 5, 2026 * 10a

FROM SADNESS TO JOY

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY!

Your thanks and praise strengthens onr worship as we celebrate again God's love for all the world
using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir as a witness to the rich diversity
within our one faith in Christ.

Prelude

Confession
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Opening Hymn This Is My Song Hymn 887

This is my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.

So hear my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for their land and for mine.

This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,

and hearts united learn to live as one.

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;
myself I give you; let your will be done.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, Through the book of Esther, you, O Lord, have shown us the wonderful way
we see your purposes being quietly carried out in everyday circumstances for the
redemption of the world. We give you thanks that there is nothing that can prevent your
eternal purposes from being fulfilled. We pray that we would die to our own desires and
live for your greater glory and that by your grace, you would use us in the places in which
we have been planted. Help us be present to your word so as to always be mindful of what
is just in this world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Hymn of Praise

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Gospel Lesson Luke 1:68-72

The gospel according to St. Luke, the 1% chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

¢ “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
% He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his child David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
7 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors
and has remembered his holy covenant,

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Lesson Esther 7:1-10, 9:1-2, 20-22, 29-32

! So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. >On the second day, as they
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It
shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to half of my kingdom, it shall be
fulfilled.” ® Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases
the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is
my request.  For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be
annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my
peace, but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” ® Then King Ahasuerus
said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” ¢ Esther
said, “A foe and an enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king
and the queen. ” The king rose from the feast in wrath and went into the palace garden, but
Haman stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that the king had determined to
destroy him. ® When the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman
had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was reclining, and the king said, “Will he
even violate the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As the words left the mouth of
the king, they covered Haman's face. ° Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on
the king, said, “Look, the very pole that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word
saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him



on that.” 1°So they hung Haman on the pole that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the
anger of the king abated.

"Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, when the
king’s command and edict were about to be executed, on the very day when the enemies of
the Jews hoped to gain power over them but that had been changed to a day when the Jews
would gain power over their foes, ? the Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus to kill those who had sought their ruin, and no one could
withstand them, because the fear of them had fallen upon all peoples.

2 Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 2! enjoining them that they should keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by
year, 22 as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies and as the month that
had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday, that
they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one
another and presents to the poor.

» Queen Esther daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, gave full written
authority confirming this second letter about Purim. * Letters were sent wishing peace and
security to all the Jews, to the one hundred twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of
Ahasuerus, 3! and giving orders that these days of Purim should be observed at their
appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther enjoined on the Jews, just as they
had laid down for themselves and for their descendants regulations concerning their fasts
and their lamentations. 3> The command of Esther fixed these practices of Purim, and it was
recorded in writing.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn To Be Your Presence Hymn 546

1

To be your presence is our mission here,

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear,
to be your heart of mercy ever near,
alleluia!

To be your presence is our mission bold,
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold,
to be your hands of justice, right uphold,
alleluia!

To be your presence is our mission blest,

to speak for all the broken and oppressed,

to be your voice of hope, your love expressed,
alleluia!

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice,
to serve your people is our call and choice,

and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,

alleluia!

Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession = Response: hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering EEE
Offertory =
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

Blessing
Closing Hymn God Bless Our Native Land Hymn 891

1 God bless our native land;
firm may it ever stand
through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
do thou our country save
by thy great might.

2 So shall our prayers arise
to God above the skies,
on whom we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
guarding with watchful eye,
to thee aloud we cry:
God save the state!



Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing & Dismissal

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Go in peace. Together in Christ. Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given to the Glory of God.
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