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Greetings Good Folks of Trinity,

The weather has certainly changed a lot in the recent weeks: it was just about a month ago that we had a
blizzard that canceled Sunday worship services, winds that were hazardous to drive in, and record-setting
low temperatures across lowa; then things warmed up to temperatures in the 70s and in the last week of
February | wasn’t even wearing a jacket outside. Even in this final few days of February as I'm writing this,
the temperatures are set to plummet, people are preparing for the possibility of snow again, and I've gone
back to grabbing my warmest winter coat. It can be tough to predict what the weather will be like any given
day, and maybe we’re somewhat used to that, because lots of life feels that way.

When any group of people get together — whether a congregation or a group of friends making plans for a
dinner together — there are a number of factors that can get in the way. Who is going to bring what to that
party? When are we supposed to show up? How often will we be doing this? Where are we supposed to
park? The list of logistical questions can be enough to even prevent some people from starting. A lot of
church websites and other marketing materials even have those “frequently asked questions” section that
detail the answers to these types of queries.

At the root of all of those materials though from a church perspective is often the message: “come as you
are.” The congregation here at Trinity is often described that way when | talk to new visitors and others.
Some might say “it feels like | can belong here because it feels like I'm welcomed just as | am.” We still
have a tendency to worry though: what if I’'m not dressed quite right? What if | can’t follow along in the
bulletin? Will there be anyone who welcomes me at their table in the fellowship hall?

In the Gospel of John, Jesus meets with a devout leader of the Jewish people named Nicodemus who is
curious about how Jesus could be doing all these signs that he has accomplished as word is beginning to
spread. This discussion eventually leads to one of the most well-known verses in all of Scripture (John
3:16), but in the conversation before it, one of my favorite sayings of Jesus relating to discernment of the
Spirit comes to light:

“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” — John 3:8, NRSV

We tie ourselves in knots worrying about the details, but often God is right there telling us that we should
remember that the important thing is to be present as part of the Body of Christ. As a congregation gathered
in the name of the Triune God, we have lots of roles, as we were reminded at February’s installation of the
new congregational council:

“There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” - 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, NRSV

When we remember through all the changing seasons, blustering winds, and changes that can happen in
our congregation that we are gathered in the Love of Christ, the Spirit will guide us into the places that we
need to be going, in ways that we may not even understand. | look forward to the sharing of that
discernment of the Spirit with all of you in the future.

Listening for God in the wind,
Pastor Steplien Vilsen

Trinity Office Hours Tues, Wed, Thurs - 9AM-1PM
Pastor Stephen’s Office Hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs -10AM - 2PM




Council President’s Message

Even though it's March it feels like we’re in the early stages of another exciting year at

Trinity. At February’s council meeting we voted on officers for 2024. | will serve another year
as President, Al Mclirath has agreed to serve another year as Vice President, and Dane Crist
will serve as Secretary for 2024. The President’s role is one that | take very seriously, and |
appreciate the support and vote of confidence from both the Trinity Council and the
congregation as a whole. 2023 was a great year and | believe the same is in store for 2024!

A detail that was overlooked in 2023 and needed to be rectified in 2024 was the underpayment
of Pastor Stephen’s salary by $2884.88. If you noticed in the annual report, the Pastoral
Salary/Housing/SS Allowance was budgeted at $60,590 for 2023. Payments were made in the
same amount as 2022 ($57,705.12). A motion was carried to rectify this with a one time lump
sum payment. This oversight has been corrected so it will not occur in 2024.

A large part of the February meeting was the discussion of exciting news. . . approval of a
formal contract for the new choir director, Chelsea Crumbleholme. By now you have probably
met her and see that the choir is spinning up for a performance in the very near future. What a
huge accomplishment to get the choir back up and running after so many years! A huge thank
you to those that put the recruitment work in to make this happen.

If you recall at the annual meeting there was discussion of putting together an eye-catching
landscaping design around the new sign. If this is an important component to you, please keep
an eye out for future correspondence. We plan to hold a meeting to gather input and opinions
on ideas for what the landscaping should look like. While there will never be complete
consensus on a project like this, it is important to keep an open mind and respectfully gather
input from everyone interested. There will be more to report as this exciting project moves
towards completion. The good news is that the sign can be in and will not be affected by
whatever the final landscaping design ends up being.

The Trinity council will be having a 2 hour retreat after service on Sunday, March 24™. This will
be a time for us as a council to plan out what we would like to accomplish in 2024 and what we
want our future focus to be. It is always a good to spend some time solely devoted to future
planning. | look forward to sharing the retreat topics with you in a future Torch article.

Justin
YEAR TO DATE THROUGH JANUARY 2024 ATTENDANCE
TOTALS FOR
Collections to date $12,315.00 FEBRUARY
Expenses to date $11,004.27
Net to date $1,310.73 February 4 48
Feb 11 54
No funds have been transferred from Stewardship Reserves year to ng;ﬂgz 14 32
date. February 18 69
February 25 52

MARCH’S’S FUN BIBLE FACT

“As Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane hours
before His crucifixion, He was under such extreme stress
that His sweat became like “giant drops of blood falling to
the ground” (Lk 22:44). The medical term for this is
“‘hematidrosis.” mentions this happening to Jesus.)
Mahershalalhashbaz (Isaiah 8:3).



https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2022.44

BIRTHDAYS
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Diana Mayes
Collin West
11 Joshua Paul
14 Diane Cook
14 Chase Smiley
17 Chris Stubbe
17 Tim Wright
20 Conor Smith
21 Pam Glynn

31 Linda Stubbe
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8 Jan & Mitch Sussex
10 Andi & Christian Naab
27 Ed & Carol Kaufmann
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March 3 March 10 March 17 March 24 March 31
Altar Guild Randy Goslin Connie Short Diana Mayes Diane Lois Schurr
Kaufmann
Communion John Newman | Carol Kaufmann Diane Holst Jim Sbertoli Claudia
Assistant Neumann
Lector Diane Noll Jo Ann Claudia Susan Varilek | Sally Morrow
Hogenson Neumann
Usher Lois Schurr Diane Cook Chris Kaul Arnie Ron Morrow
Greeter Don Cordts Michelle Crist Deb Anderson Kaufmann Justin Paul
Ed Kaufmann
Sharon
Fellowship Diane Noll HOT TEAM Marquard
Lois Schurr Diana Mayes

If you would like to help us in our Sunday Gathering by doing any of the above
tasks, please contact the church office to be added to the list of volunteers.




/ AMITIE

Amitie will meet March 11
at 12:00 PM in Fellowship
Hall. Bring your sack lunch
and drink. Dessert will be
provided. We will be tying
another baby quilt for the
Edgerton Clinic, which
serves mothers and young children in
need. Please come and enjoy this time
of fellowship and worship.

Rudella Eberlein, Convenor
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TRINITY CARD MINISTRY

Trinity card ministry will be making
various types of on March 13 and
March 27 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.
Everyone is welcome to come and be
crafty.

STIR THE FIRE MINISTRIES

On behalf of Stir Ministries in Zambia Africa |
would like to thank you for the donation of bed
sheets. By cutting and piecing we were able to
make 62 lightweight summer sleep sacks for the
young children...an attempt at reducing their risk
of mosquito bites and malaria, an ever present
disease there.

Thank also to those that
helped cut and sew.

Your time and donation

make a difference in @
many lives. S[I'I‘ Tée F/ﬁg

Diane Noll

EASTER LILY DEDICATIONS

If you would like to order an Easter Lily
for Easter Worship on March 31, please
have your check or cash to the church
office by March 17. Note
“Easter Lily” on your
check. The cost is $11.00.
There is a form available
in the Narthex to use for
your order. Please take
your lily home after Easter
Service.
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WEDNESDAYS AT 10 AM
Join us for a weekly
Bible study centered
around the texts for
the upcoming week's

worship service as we

find what God is up to
in the text and our

lives this week

WEEKLY READINGS

03/3 Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19,
1 Corinthians 1:18-25, John 1:13-22

03/10 Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 50 1-3, 17-22
2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9

03/17 Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 51:1-12,
Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33

03/24 Isaiah 50:4-9A, Psalm 31 31-9-16
Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 14:1—15:47

03/28 Exodus 12:1-4, [5-10] 11-14,

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23--26,
John 1-17, 31b-35

03-29 Isaiah 52:13—53-53:12, Psalm 22,
Hebrews 10:16-25, John 18:1—19-42,
John18:1—19-42

03/31 Acts 10:43-43, Psalm 118:1-2,14-24,
1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-7-2/2419#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-7-9/0#

Seeking Help with Livestreaming Worship
Our worship services are available to view on both our (\
Facebook page (facebook.com/TrinityLCPV) and our YouTube <
channel (youtube.com/@TrinityLCPV). As we continue to

provide this ministry for those who are unable to join us in l T

worship in-person, please consider helping with the livestreams.
After much work from dedicated volunteers, our live-stream set-
up is very easy to operate. Please contact Pastor Stephen or
Randy Goslin (rgoslin@mchsi.com) if you would like to help.

V

SHARE - A - MEAL
TLC was in charge of the Share— A— Meal on January 25.

Clbawr Flewers

g 0 Joulleieg mda% or A decision was made to serve a casserole for the main
aNNIVErsary youa (ke to . . . .
@\ ek Starting in course. Lois Schurr , Connie Short and Bonnie Murphy did
January, we will have Altar : : :

Flowers tht you can sign-Up the cooking. Don Alice Cordts, Carol and Alan Diers and
o sponsor For any of the Lois Schurr served the meal. Thanks
worship services throughout .
~>the year. The bulletin board to all that donated cookies. Thanks to
UL be by the door bet . . .
bt alfElhe 8 Dane and Michelle Crist for donating
Questions? their homemade salsa. Next
Call or Email Paula at
B s Share- A— Meal date is April 18.

office@trinitylcpv.com

Shelter Committee

As you know the snow hit us hard with more to come. | am reaching out for assistance to help
keep the snow cleaned up at Winnie’s Transitional Housing for our tenants. Currently Churches
United needs your assistance in putting together a shelter committee for Winnie’s Transitional
Housing. The committee will be a five-person committee.

Churches United is asking all members churches to prayerfully spread the word of our need for
assistance.

If interested contact Reverend Melvin L. Grimes
2523 Tech Drive, Suite 205 Bettendorf, |1A 52722. Phone: 563-332-5002

Easter Food Baskets Gift Cards for those Needing a Trinit
Helping Hand y

Easter is on March 31st. We currently have five families on Latheran
our list that need a helping hand. Since COVID, we began Church
giving grocery (Fareway) gift cards. The Endowment
Committee provided additional funding so we could give the o
gift cards in the amount of $100. While we do have an Food [Assistance
adequate amount of money in reserve, if anyone would like to GIFT CARDS
donate for this cause, please do so. The money will be used o
for future gift cards. You can put your check in with your
regular tithing - please annotate on the memo line that it is for
food baskets. The families are always grateful for your
generous support



https://facebook.com/TrinityLCPV
mailto:youtube.com/@TrinityLCPV
mailto:rgoslin@mchsi.com

This year’s Lenten
Midweek Services
will be held in a
Dinner Church
format. What does
- that mean? The
meal is part of the
service. We'll hear a
short reading, break
bread and share in

| worship together
sl gathered around

3 simple soups. If
Simple Gathering . ggg;ﬁ]lgnéenrgsotfﬁ];n

Simple Word “wald 2 2 meals, see Pastor
Simple Meal - Stephen.

DINNER

CHURCH

LENTEN MIDWEEK

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT:
FEB 21 / FEB 28 / MAR 6 / MAR 13 / MAR 20
5 PM MEAL AND WORSHIP
BOOK STUDY TO FOLLOW

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - PV
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Lenten Book Study:
Everything Happens for a Reason
(And Other Lies I've Loved)
by Kate Bowler

Wednesdays at 6PM — until -March 20
As part of our Lenten Midweek Dinner Church & Study
Series, Pastor Stephen invites you to take part in a book
study on the honest and emotional book Everything
Happens for a Reason (And Other Lies I've Loved) by Kate
Bowler. Bowler is a professor at Duke Divinity school,
specializing in prosperity gospel, and her Stage IV colon
cancer diagnosis plunges her into reckoning with her own
mortality and the various sayings we tell each other to get
through life. This book is known to bring forth great
£ . conversation about what it means to live in our world today.
~ And Other Lies I've Loved We'll split the study over the course of the five Wednesdays
in Lent before Holy Week, and if you'd like to buy the book,
you may either talk to Pastor Stephen or purchase one
KATE BOWLER online at the following: Amazon | Barnes & Noble |
Bookshop.org

The readings for the weeks will be:

March 6 Chapters 5 & 6 p. 53-105
March 13 Chapters 7 & 8 p. 106-140
March 20 Chapter 9 p. 140-168

If you have questions, feel free to contact Pastor Stephen.


https://a.co/d/5sFsO27
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/everything-happens-for-a-reason-kate-bowler/1126396584?ean=9780399592089
https://bookshop.org/p/books/everything-happens-for-a-reason-and-other-lies-i-ve-loved-kate-bowler/11377507
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FOOD PANTRY
“Do for others what you want them to do for you: this is the meaning

of the Law of Moses and of the teaching of the prophets.”
(The Golden Rule) - Matthew 7:12

LENTEN GIFTS TO OUR COMMUNITY

Back again for Lent, we will be collecting specific food items
each week for the Central Community Circle Food Pantry
on W 6th Street in Davenport. All work accomplished at this
food pantry is 100% volunteer-driven, and they are in need
of several specific items that they cannot get from the River
Bend Food Pantry distribution. Please drop off these gifts of
food at the display in the narthex Sundays and Wednesdays
during worship times or whenever you visit Trinity during
Lent.

SCHEDULE FOR FOOD COLLECTION
Week 4: 3/6-12 - “Anointing with oil, my cup overflows” - Psalm 23:5

Vegetable Oil

Week 5: 3/13-19 - “Fruits of the Spirit” - Galatians 5:22-23

Apple Juice

Week 6: 3/20-3/27 - “All the grains and fruit” - Genesis 1:29

Ramen Noodles

Always needed: small jars of peanut butter, jelly, iodized salt, pepper,

tote bags, backpacks

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Choir Rehearsals Coming Up!

Every other Wednesdays and Sundays HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Any who are interested in singing in our renewed choir Maundy Thursday worship time is
music ministry are invited to join in on Sunday at 8:00 AM at 7:00 PM.
for our next rehearsal with our new director, Chelsea. Good Friday worship time will be
at 7:00 PM.
The upcoming rehearsals will be:

Wednesdays at 6:30: March 6th & 20th
Sundays at 8 AM: March 10, 24 & 31.

WANT TO CONNECT THE WITH WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT TRINITY?
Sign up for our weekly email bulletin that will let you know what’s happening in the week ahead

and have other great upcoming announcements, as well as the weekly bulletin for worship.

Call (332-5188) or email (office@trinitylcpv.com) Paula in the office to sign up!




LS

LUTHERAN SERVICES IN I0WA

March 2024, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story
March is National Professional Social Work Month

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to recognize social workers and thank
them for all they do. At Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI), we are grateful for the many social
workers who have dedicated their lives to serving our communities across the state!

At LSI, we believe every lowan deserves the independence they need to thrive. LSI’s Host Homes
is an innovative way LSl is serving adults with disabilities. Through this program, an individual
moves from Supported Community Living into a private family home with a carefully selected
mentor. This program is built entirely around an individual’s goals and interests, and LSI’s
extensive matching process ensures the mentor and mentee are a great fit.

Take a moment to read the following story from a Host Homes mentee:

“My journey with LSI's Host Homes started in early 2023. I've known my mentor for a few years
while he provided hourly services to me. We learned about Host Homes and thought it would be a
good fit for us. | moved into my mentor’s home where he helps me maintain a daily routine with
schoolwork, household tasks, daily living skills, improving independence, and more.

| attend a college nearby and go to classes a few days a week. | am able to navigate the local
bus system to access my community to attend classes and visit friends. My mentor is always
available to transport me into the community as needed.

This summer, | went on a trip across the country with one of my classes. While on this trip, | was
able to maintain my independence with limited support, but | knew my mentor would be available
by phone to assist me with my coping skills and problem solving. This trip was a big success for
me knowing | had support only a phone call away.

| like LSI's Host Homes Program because my mentor supports me in the way | want to be
supported, assists me with some daily tasks | struggle with, and understands me.”

If you are interested in becoming a Host Homes mentor and helping a fellow lowan achieve
independence, please visit LSlowa.org/HostHomes for more information.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in lowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. LSl is an affiliated social ministry partner of the lowa congregations of the
ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in
America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities,
national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more

at LSlowa.org and facebook.com/L Sl.iowa.



http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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VBS IS COMING SOON!!!

Trinity will be hosting Vacation Bible School (VBS) at our church from June 10 through June
13. We are pleased that Counselors from EWALU Bible Camp will, with our assistance,
conduct the VBS curriculum. In the Torch, on the Education Bulletin Board in the hallway
between the sanctuary and fellowship hall, and on the website, you will be able to find
registration forms for the Trinity Day Camp in Partnership with EWALU Bible Camp!

VBS is an important congregational ministry for many reasons. To identify just a few:

1. VBS enhances Christian education of our congregation’s children, and also of those
adult members who are able to be involved.

2. VBS provides our congregation with the opportunity to share God’s good news with
families in our community that are not members of our congregation.

3. Through VBS, God blesses us with the opportunity to introduce families in our
community to our church’s location, and to the many good things we do at Trinity.

4. Through VBS, God introduces families in our community to those members of our
congregation who are involved in VBS as representatives of our congregation.

Over the next few months, we will be asking members of our congregation to help with
VBS. There will be a number of ways that our members can help.

Please mark June 10 though June 13 on your calendar, and prayerfully consider
ways in which you may be able to help!

God’s Blessings to All!
Your VBS Task Force Team

Scott County Library’s Bookmobile Returns to Trinity
in 2024

The Scott County Library Bookmobile will stop by the
church parking lot through the winter and into the early
spring on Tuesday afternoons every three weeks. Anyone I
with a library card from a library in Scott County can check B
out books and other media. We'll have snacks and drinks =
available in the Fellowship Hall.
4:15-4:45 PM on March 26, and April 16.

We’d love to see you there!



TRINITY DAY CAMP
in Partnership with EWALU Bible Camp
(for children who have completed
Kindergarten through 5th Grade)

CAMPER REGISTRATION FORM

Where: Trinity Lutheran Church of Pleasant Valley
18137 Criswell Street, Bettendorf, lowa 52722
When: Monday, June 10 through Thursday, June 13 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day)
(Lunch and snacks provided)
Questions? Trinity Phone: 563-332-5188 Email Address: office@trinitylcpv.com
Last Name First Name
Gender BithDate / /  Grade Completing  Graduation Year
Child’s Address
City State Zip
Home Congregation Town
Parent/Guardian Information
Parent/Guardian 1 Parent/Guardian 2
Email Email
Phone 1 (Type of) Phone 1 (Type of)
Phone 2 (Type of) Phone 2 (Type of)

In case of Emergency, contact (other than parents). Name(s)

Phone(s) Relationship
Registration Fee: $65.00 per child.

To enroll your child, return to Trinity Lutheran Church no later than May 5, 2024, this completed Registration
Application, the completed Health Information Form that is found on the reverse side, and the required
Registration Fee. This Registration Application and the Health Information must each be separately signed
and dated by the authorized parent or guardian. If you wish to enroll more than one child, a separate
Registration Application and Health Information Form must be completed for each child. Except as needed to
properly administer the Day Camp, Trinity will keep all information provided in this Registration Application
and the Health Information confidential.

Because there are only 36 spots available, Trinity reserves the right to deny enrollment and return any
registration fee submitted. Trinity will confirm your child(ren) is/are enrolled within 5 business days after
receipt of Registration Application and Fee. Once enroliment is accepted, the Registration Fee becomes
non-refundable. If enroliment is denied, the registration will be returned.

Trinity may, in its sole discretion, allow enrollment of children who have completed preschool and will be
entering Kindergarten. Contact the Pastor or Church Office at Trinity to inquire.

To my best knowledge, all information provided above is correct. It is my responsibility to provide
Trinity Lutheran Church with written notification of any changes in the information provided.

Date

(signature of parent or guardian)
(ALSO COMPLETE AND SIGN HEALTH INFORMATION FORM ON BACK OR ATTACHED)



TRINITY DAY CAMP
in Partnership with EWALU Bible Camp
(for children who have completed
Kindergarten through 5th Grade)

CAMPER HEALTH INFORMATION FORM

Where: Trinity Lutheran Church of Pleasant Valley
18137 Criswell Street, Bettendorf, lowa 52722
When: Monday, June 10 through Thursday, June 13 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day)
(Lunch and snacks provided)
Questions? Trinity Phone: 563-332-5188 Email Address: office@trinitylcpv.com
Last Name First Name
Gender BirthDate _ / /  Grade Completing __ Graduation Year
Child’s Address
City State Zip
Home Congregation Town
Parent/Guardian Information
Parent/Guardian 1 Parent/Guardian 2
Email Email
Phone 1 (Type of) Phone 1 (Type of)
Phone 2 (Type of) Phone 2 (Type of)
In case of Emergency, contact (other than parents). Name(s)
Phone(s) Relationship

Health History & Insurance Please continue on reverse side or attach pages if needed.

1. Date of Last Health Examination

2. Immunizations (circle Yes or No): DPT Y/N Measles-Rubella Y /N Polio Y/N
Hepatitis B Y/N Varicella Y/N Date of Tetanus Shot

3. Skin Diseases Y / N, If Yes, please explain

4. Allergies (food, drugs, hay fever, insects, etc.): Y /N If Yes, please explain

Medical Diet Needs: Nut allergy Gluten-free Dairy-free  Vegetarian Other:

5. Medications & Treatments: List all current or ongoing treatments or medications, including dosage:

6. List any physical, psychological, or other conditions that may restrict the child’s participation in camp
activities:

To my best knowledge, all information provided above is correct. It is my responsibility to provide
Trinity Lutheran Church with written notification of any changes in the information provided. |
authorize Trinity staff to secure emergency medical treatment deemed necessary. In case of
emergency, Trinity will contact Parents/Guardians or other contact person named herein as soon as
practical. In the event of accident, injury, or iliness, the child’s health insurance provided by the
child’s parents or guardians will be primary.

Date

(signature of parent or guardian)



