
 THE TORCH      August 2025 
Sunday Worship 

9:00 AM 

Trinity Lutheran Church ● 18137 Criswell Street ● Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 ● 563-332-5188 

   Pastor Stephen Nilsen  563-332-6432 (office) 319-540-1172 (cell) snilsen@trinitylcpv.com (email) 

TrinityLCPV.com   Email: office@trinitylcpv.com 
Facebook.com/Trinity LCPV  Youtube.com/@TrinityLCPV 

Trinity Office Hours Tues, Wed, Thurs - 9AM-1PM  
    Pastor Stephen’s  Office Hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs -10AM - 2PM 

Thanks to all of you that volunteer for the Worship 
Services. I would like to encourage those that haven’t 
participated in the past to give it a try. It can be a fulfilling  
way to share the gifts we have. I would like to encourage 
those that volunteer to please use the sign up sheet in 
the Narthex. It makes it easier to keep 
the weekly bulletin and the Thursday 
email current. Thanks to all of you for 
giving your time and talents. 
 

Paula 

A Prayer for Strength 
 

Today, if sunshine turns to rain, 
if a dark cloud brings some pain, 
I won't doubt or hide in fear 
for you, my God, are always near. 
I will travel where you lead; 
I will help my friends in need. 
Where you send me, I will go; 
With your help, I'll learn and grow. 

Greetings to all of you growing in faith, 
 

If you’re anything like me, this summer you have watched in amazement as the corn and beans around 
Iowa have sprung up incredibly quickly. I’ll save it to those with a bit more experience in farming to say 
why, but it’s always been one of my favorite times of year to see the crops getting ready for harvest. I 
have heard it said that you can even hear the corn growing when you’re out in the field. 
 

All around me these days, it feels like I am hearing growth. My daughter, Leslie, becomes more and 
more chatty as she continues learning and getting excited for our next baby to come along in October. 
Leah and I listen and watch with anticipation when we go to the appointments to learn more about the 
progress of pregnancy. Here at church, it is always a blessing to hear a quick word in the line after 
worship of the way a sermon impacted you, or hearing laughter of folks at a weekly Bible Study, or 
enjoying the look of a child who’s faith is growing right in front of me. 
 

In Psalm 85, we read a similar message:  
 

“Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  Faithfulness 
will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky.” (Ps. 85:10-11, NRSVue) 
 

Faithfulness will spring up! This is good news for all of us! This happens not through our work alone  
but through the work of God. When God’s steadfast love and faithfulness meet, it brings together 
righteousness and peace to a kiss. The fruits of God’s work in all of us are the continued faithfulness 
that we can observe springing up in various ways.  
 

The Holy Spirit is given as a gift to us by God to abide with us, grant us a trust we may place in Christ 
who has come near, showering God’s love on us in his death on the cross and resurrection. We 
respond to that grace by sharing that grace with others around us – almost like love pollinating all 
around us. To slightly alter another common farming phrase: “grace rolls downhill.” We see this all 
around us in the ways people reach out to one another in comfort and support in times of need, in the 
many ways our congregation supports the community around us, and in sharing the love of Christ with 
all our neighbors.  
 

May we share the goodness of this as we head into another fall season ahead. To return to the psalm I 
cited earlier, “Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our 
land.” (Psalm 85:9, NRSVue). We give thanks for all the ways that God’s greatness is made known in 
our lives, in our world, and in our church. 
 

Sharing in God’s love, 
Pastor Stephen Nilsen 



YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL INFO THROUGH JUNE 2025 
 

Collections to date   $102,017.23     
Expenses to date      $ 85,805.66       
Net to date                 $16,211.57 
                  

No funds have been transferred from Stewardship Reserves year to date. 

ATTENDANCE TOTALS 
FOR JULY 2025 

 

July     6   49  
July   13 53                  
July   20 48           
July   27  51  

WANT TO CONNECT THE WITH WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT TRINITY? 
 

Sign up for our weekly email bulletin that will let you know what’s happening in the week 
ahead and have other great upcoming announcements, as well as the weekly bulletin for 
worship. Call (332-5188) or email Paula (office@trinitylcpv.com) in the office to sign up! 

Greetings in Christ from your Trinity Church Council, 
 

We had a busy meeting agenda for the July Council meeting, including discussion on a request to rent 
our building by another startup church, updates from Property on upcoming maintenance projects, a 
request from John Newman for monetary support of his plan to revitalize the butterfly garden, and 
continued updates and discussion on long-term planning  on such projects as the potential kitchen 
remodel. Pastor and I gave a brief update on the successful VBS week.  
 

In regards, to the startup church request, Council felt we did not have quite enough information to make 
the most informed decision at this time. We as a congregation need to make some strides in 
determining potential costs for renting out various parts of the church for a wide range of activities and 
services in a fair manner that also covers us in case of any damages or liability for use of our facilities. 
We also need to have a clear policy that is fair for congregation members as well as outside entities. 
So, stay tuned as there is more discussion to come. 
 

Property has been busy with some life safety issues, mainly dealing with decisions surrounding a 
couple of very dangerously, rotted-out trees and a recent fire department inspection report that had a 
few things that needed to be addressed, most of which were very minor and easily fixed. 
 

Council voted to support the Butterfly Garden revitalization with money to help with some of the costs 
for seeds/plants/supplies in regard to a request from John Newman. We placed this ministry under 
Social Ministry and will allow up to $500 from Social Ministry budget to be used for the Butterfly Garden. 
Taking care of God’s Creation and encouraging pollinators like butterflies and bees is a tenant of Social 
Ministry that might not immediately come to mind when we first think about all the things that go under 
the Social Ministry heading. 
 

The kitchen remodel discussion had input surrounding how best to plan for the future use of the kitchen 
with an aging congregation and many are approaching the plan from the standpoint of planning on 
accessibility. Even in recent years, many of our members and visitors that use our facilities use walking 
canes, walkers, wheelchairs, etc. Wouldn’t it be nice if there was plenty of space for those people to 
continue to serve and enjoy fellowship with ease in accessibility, to continue to bring smiles to others in 
cheerful service? 
 

Many of you who participated in helping with VBS or had friends or family members who came for VBS 
already know how fantastically successful this week was for our young families. All 3 congregations had 
a great time, and we have momentum to build on for next year. Everyone deserves a pat on the back 
for giving 60 kids a Christ Centered, Fun-Filled, VBS. 
 

Lastly, we are currently looking to fill a vacant council position thru the January Annual meeting. Please 
prayerfully discern if you might be able to fill in temporarily. The liaison position of which committee you 
will be liaison for is flexible based on your skillset, and being the liaison does not mean you become the 
head of the committee, you just are their council representative for clear communication. 
 

Blessings, 
Dane Crist 
Council Secretary 



If you would like to help us in our Sunday Gathering by doing any of the above tasks,  
please contact the church office to be added to the list of volunteers. 

 

If you are unable to fulfill your duties, please find a replacement and call or email the  
church office (332-5188 or office@trinitylcpv.com) with your replacement. Thank you.  

 August 3 August 10 August 17 August 24 August 31 

Altar Guild Sally Morrow Diane Kaufmann Diane Holst Diana Mayes Sally Morrow 

Communion  
Assistant 

Claudia  
Neumann 

Michelle Crist Marcia Brunsvold Diana Mayes 
Jo Ann  

Hogenson 

Lector Barb Paul Dane Crist Barb Paul 
Ellen  

Opperman 
Henry  

Marquard 

Usher 
Greeter 

Ron Morrow 
Sharon Marquard 

Chris Kaul 
Arnie Kaufmann 

Diane Cook 
Travis Brunsvold 

Paul Opperman 
Lois Schurr 

 
 

Sharon  
Marquard 

Ron Morrow 
 

Worship  
Video 

Livestream 
Producer 

Kathy Naslund Randy Goslin Kathy Naslund Kathy Naslund Randy Goslin 

Fellowship 
Barb & Darrell 

Paul 
Volunteer   
Needed 

Volunteer   
Needed 

Volunteer   
Needed 

Volunteer   
Needed 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

   1  Michelle Crist  
   2  Carol Diers  
   4  Ron Leiby  
   7  Maclynne Naslund 
   9  Sheila Vining           
 13  Justin Paul              
 14  Alan Diers 
 16  Leah Holloway Nilsen 
 22  John Newman 
 22  Tim Trelstad  
 26  Ann Criswell 
 30  Mari Naslund 

  ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  6  Mike & Cindi Ven Horst 
13 Steve & Melissa Aguilar 
21 Alan & Carol Diers 
21  Neal & Pam Schroder 
28 Mike & Kathy Naslund 



School Supply Drive 

School is almost here and we are collecting school 
supplies for students, now through August 17th.Listed 
below are top items needed, but any school supplies 
are greatly appreciated. 
 

• Pencils 

• Pens 

• Crayons  

• Washable Markers 

• Glue Sticks 

• Wide Ruled Paper 

• Wide Ruled Notebooks (primary colors) 

• Folders (2-pocket, primary colors) 
 

Thank you for considering this worthy cause! 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Children of all ages, from preschool to 
college are welcomed to bring their 
backpacks to worship on Sunday, August 
17 for a special blessing of the backpacks 
for the upcoming school year. 

Share -  A -  Meal 
 

Due to Administrative changes, when we 
arrived to Zion Lutheran 
Church on July 1st we were 
no longer on the schedule. 
“No Meal Site tonight” was 
posted on the door. We had 
shown up with 160 hotdogs 
and all the fixings. We were 
not allowed to serve out of 
the church basement 
because a women’s dinner 
was using the area. 

 

Time to regroup. Two tables were brought 
outside, and we served 25 to 30 people out 
of the parking lot at Zion. The remainder of 
the food was packed in whatever we could 
find and taken by Mike, a church helper, to 
the Sisters of Humility. 
 

A big thank you to our volunteers who made 
the best of a bad situation. Brandi Ahlers, 
Judy Ahlers, Bonnie Murphy, my son, Matt, 
and his girlfriend Tara Ramirez.  
 

Thank you to all who made cookies on such 
short notice. 
 

Serving through Christ,  
Debra Anderson 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Long time members, Byron and Cathy Kime have relocated 
to Grand Haven Retirement Community in Eldridge, IA to be 
closer to their daughter. If you 
would like to send them a note 
their address is:  
201 E. Franklin St. Unit 502 
Eldridge, IA 52748. 
Phone numbers are the same. 

FYI 
 

We are looking for ideas for the monthly Torch. Such as news 
from each committee as to what is happening now, what is 
coming soon, or a recap of something completed. Perhaps an 
article concerning a life event. Graduations, new babies, new 
job or promotions. Anything that might interest the 
congregation at TLC. If you have any ideas please share with 
Pastor Stephen or Paula and add some personal interest to 
our newsletter.  

You'll be singing "Take me out to the 
ballgame" with all your friends if you join in 
for the annual trip to the Quad Cities River 
Bandits game. 



SOME BUZZ  
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
  
 1.  The vast majority of all Monarch Butterflies are found in North 
America.  Most North American Monarchs are found east of the Rocky 
Mountains.  They are called the Eastern Monarchs. 
 
 2.  The Eastern Monarch is known for its epic annual migration 
from its summer breeding grounds in the midwestern United States and 
southern Canada to overwintering sites in the mountains of central Mexico.  The approximate 3,000 
mile journey takes place late summer into autumn. 
 
 3.  The Monarch generation that migrates to Mexico is a super generation that completes the 
entire trip, living up to nine months.  After overwintering in Mexico, in spring each year the Monarchs 
return north.  It takes several generations to complete this trip, as each generation lives only 2-6 weeks. 
 
 4.  The Eastern Monarch is the only butterfly species that migrates as it does.  Iowa is in the 
Monarch’s migration core.  It is estimated that about 40% of all Monarchs fly to, through, or from, Iowa 
and adjoining Midwestern states. 
 
 5.  For the somewhat superstitious, a Monarch Butterfly landing on your shoulder is said to be a 
sign of coming good fortune.   
 
 6.  From the year 2000 to 2024, the worldwide population of Monarch Butterflies has declined 
from an estimated one billion to about 34 Million.  Wide use of pesticide and loss of natural habitat are 
identified as the primary causes of the dramatic decline.  
  
 7. The abrupt decline in the Monarch Butterfly’s population is one reason it is now a symbol of 
concern for the loss of numerous species of insect pollinators.    
 
 8.  The Iowa DNR assesses that over 20% of all pollinator species native to Iowa (over 120 
different species, including the Monarch and the American Bumble Bee) face an elevated risk of 
extinction.  Where practical, the DNR encourages landowners to establish pollinator gardens as part of 
its program to restore native prairie for the benefit of these pollinators.     
 
 9.  For the economic-minded, The US Department of Agriculture estimates that bees, butterflies 
and other insect pollinators contribute about $30 Billion to our agricultural economy each year.  Some 
scientists suggest that one out of every three bites of the food we consume, are attributed to insect 
pollinators. 
 
 10.  If it’s all too dramatic, relax and have a cup of coffee.  But consider, the coffee plant 
is  one of many food-source plants pollinated almost exclusively by bees, butterflies, and some 
birds. 



WEEKLY READINGS 
 

08/03 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23,  
Psalm 49:1-12, Colossians 3:1-11, Luke 12:13-21 
 

08/10 Genesis 15:1-6, Psalm 33:12-22,  
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40 
 

08/17 Jeremiah 23:23-29,  Psalm 82,  
Hebrews 11:29—12:2, Luke12:49-56 
 

08/24 Isaiah 58:9b-14, Psalm 103 1-8,  
Hebrews 12:18-29,  Luke 11:1-13 
 

08/ 31 Proverbs 25:6-7a, Psalm 112,  
Hebrews 13:!, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Join the PPALs Bible Study 
Saturdays at 8 AM at 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Join together in a new Bible Study with Christians from around 
the PV, Princeton, Argo, and Le Claire area that make up 
PPALs. We encourage you to grab a coffee or beverage and 
join in for readings and discussion of the Bible. For more 
information, see Randy Goslin. 

  Trinity Card Crafting Ministry Meeting 
  Thursday, August 14 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

   

Trinity’s card ministry meets monthly on the second Thursday of the 
month at 1:00 PM in the lower level of the church. The next meeting will 
be August 14 from 1:00-3:00 PM. All are welcome to join us- no 
experience necessary! 
 

Each month we make and deliver cards to the residents of Aspire of 
Pleasant Valley Nursing and Rehab (Formerly River Manor). We also 
make and mail greetings to members and friends of Trinity. In addition, 
the committee has been working to replenish the supply of greeting 
cards for sale in the Fellowship Hall. All cards are $2.00. 
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry. If you have any questions, 
please contact Chris Kaul, Linda Busch, Claudia Neumann, Cathy 
Newman, Marcia Brunsvold or Pastor Stephen. 

Summer Scott County Library’s Bookmobile Stops  
 

The Scott County Library Bookmobile will stop by the church parking 
lot on Tuesday afternoons every three weeks. Anyone with a library 
card from a library in Scott County can check out books and other 
media. We will have snacks and drinks available in Fellowship Hall.  
We hope to see you there!  
Upcoming stop: 4:40-5:10 PM on Tuesday, August 19 
For more info, visit: Scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile 

https://trinitylcpv.com/so/edPIJoA98/c?w=BU1moJbYAunOIZ-mfQWRKgjxp939E0huDkovqXvl9jc.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnJnb3NsaW5AbWNoc2kuY29tIiwiciI6IjExMzhlZmRmLWJmYWYtNDdhNS1iOWM2LTFjMjQxYjM4ZjlmMCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImJiYzYwMDhiLTEzOTYtNDljZS1iMmVhLWYzOWYzZmZlNWNlNCJ9
https://scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile


Trinity Blood Pressure Ministry 
After worship on August 3  

 
Trinity will be offering this 
ministry the first Sunday of 
each month by our qualified 
congregational members. 
There are several stories of 
health monitoring helping 
the lives of those who have             

           joined in this ministry.    

Growing in the Garden: Feeding Our Community 
 

Whether you’ve been growing vegetables or fruits on your own for years 
or you’ve never tried but wanted to see what gardening is like while 
making a difference in our community, there’s a place for you to help with 
our Trinity Lutheran Anti-Hunger Garden Ministry! In late May, we 
harvested some of the first onions from our garden, and new vegetables 
will be planted and harvested throughout the summer. The fruits of this 
labor go to serve our neighbors in need through both the Trinity Food 
Pantry and the Central Community Circle (CCC) Food Pantry in 
Davenport – providing nourishing, fresh produce to neighbors in need 
who often are only provided with packaged, processed goods. With 
additional questions, please contact Dane Crist (563-340-6343, 
gr8tdane_10@yahoo.com) or sign-up in the Narthex. 

Join Trinity Prayer Chain to Connect with 
Community 

 

A community that prays for one another is 
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. We 
have been praying for and with each other for a 
long time here at Trinity Lutheran Church, but 
often we don’t know exactly what we are praying 
for in those instances when we pray. If you would 
like to share in brief emails when there are prayer 
requests sent in to the office or to Pastor Stephen 
(at the times when permission is given), please 
email Pastor or the office to be added to the 
Trinity Prayer Chain. These will likely be brief 
emails to provide a notice when an emergency 
has happened or when 
someone is requesting 
prayers for a family 
member. Prayer requests 
will be asked whether they 
would like any details 
shared with the prayer 
chain when they make 
those requests. 

Trinity Food Pantry Continues Feeding Our Neighbors 
 

Pantry Hours: Mondays, 9-11 AM and Thursdays, 4-6 PM 
 

From John 21:17, “Jesus asked him… ‘do you love me?... ‘feed 
my sheep.’” 

 

Our community food pantry continues to serve our neighbors, and we 
are blessed with many volunteers, but more are always welcome. We 
welcome volunteers for other aspects of the food pantry beyond the 
times when we are open, such as organizing the food in the pantry 
and sorting new donations. If you would like to help out, please reach 
out to Dane Crist or Pastor Stephen or email pantry@trinitylcpv.com. 
 

You can also pick up one of the Food Pantry flyers or Food Pantry 
business cards to spread the word for those in the community that 
you know could use the help. 
 

Thanks so much for your support! 
Trinity Food Pantry Team 

What’s Baking?  
Communion Bread 

Sign-Up in the Narthex 
 

Each week's Communion Bread is 
baked by volunteers from around our 
congregation, bringing forth the bread 
of life from the shared 
community we have 
here at Trinity. If you'd 
like to sign-up to bake 
the bread, there is a 
sheet in the narthex, 
and a recipe available 
there as well as online. 

mailto:gr8tdane_10@yahoo.com
mailto:snilsen@trinitylcpv.com
mailto:office@trinitylcpv.com
https://gr8tdane10.wixsite.com/so/52PCXjV12/c?w=Yfw-kDbaHTvX52J_34shXfC5FCMh_wDtZhTBiCm-Dak.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly81YTY5YTRkYi1iMmRlLTQ5ZWEtYWJkYi1iMjg4MzU3YWU5MDgudXNyZmlsZXMuY29tL3VnZC81YTY5YTRfODA1NGM2YzhkYjViNDMwM2IyNmE5Y2NkNzg5NmQ5MTMucGRmIiwiciI6ImI0NThkNTV


August Church Update  2025  
LSI proudly serves Iowans in all 99 counties through our services of Mental Health, Early Childhood, Foster Care  
& Adoption, Global Greens, People with Disabilities, and Immigrant & Refugee Community Services. We serve 
individuals of all ages, from families with newborns navigation the early stages of parenthood, to Refugee and 
Immigrant elders, as well as children of every stage of development. Our heart beats for the people we serve. We 
impower families and communities by recognizing and honoring the strengths and gifts of every individual.  

Your Support makes this Testimony possible 
A New Beginning: Carmen’s Journey to Safety and Self-Reliance 

 

Carmen Ortiz was born in Charco, Nariño, Colombia. At 11, her family relocated to Buenaventura, where 
she finished high school and watched her father build a small business. Violence in the region forced the 
family to move again — this time to Bogotá, in search of safety and stability. 
 

In Bogotá, Carmen reconnected with a childhood friend who would become her life partner. Together, 
they launched Frutería, a fruit-selling business Carmen successfully operated for 17 years. During that 
time, she also became a mother to her son, Adiel Jesús. 
 

In 2023, violence once again disrupted their lives. Fearing for their safety, Carmen and Adiel fled to 
Ecuador and applied for asylum through the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Life in 
Ecuador was grueling. 
 

“We were homeless. I had to sleep with my son under a bridge,” she recalls. “He got sick and had to be 
hospitalized.” 
 

After more than a year, IOM helped process their immigration status and arranged travel to the U.S. In 
July 2024, they arrived in Houston — exhausted, hungry, and unsure of what came next. The guide 
assigned to help them was rarely available. Desperate for help and food, Carmen approached airline 
staff to ask about a delayed flight. 
 

“We were so hungry. I just wanted to know when our flight would leave and instead, three employees 
brought us full meals. I started to cry. I had just arrived, and people were already helping me.” 
 

Their flight to Des Moines departed at midnight and landed at 2 a.m., where they were welcomed by 
Chuck, a caseworker from LSI (Lutheran Services in Iowa). He brought them to a hotel, where Carmen 
remembers feeling overwhelmed. 
 

“I was scared and confused. I remember thinking: Are we safe? Are we okay?” 
 

Sixteen days later, LSI helped Carmen and Adiel move into their first apartment. From that point, life 
began to change. Carmen enrolled in English classes, received assistance with legal paperwork, 
healthcare, and food — and soon found two jobs: one with Des Moines Public Schools, and another at 
Sam’s Club. 
 

“I’m incredibly grateful. LSI helped me with everything.” 
But life without a car in a Midwestern winter was difficult. Carmen walked long distances through the 
snow, waited for buses, or spent $60 a week on rideshares, just to get to work and get her son to school. 
During a routine check-in, Carmen’s caseworker Shaima heard about these challenges and referred her 
to Duaa, an IDA Specialist at LSI. Duaa introduced her to the matched savings program, which helps 
participants purchase essential assets — like a car — through financial education and support. 
 

“I’d wake up my son very early so we could catch the school bus from our old address. Then I’d rush to 
work and still be late.” 
                                                                                                                                      
             Cont.  



For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy and Church Relations, 
at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.  
 
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, 
abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn 
more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

New Mission Discernment Survey Coming Soon! 
The Holy Spirit continues to move actively around this congregation, and 
there’s lots of change going on all the time. Maybe you see it in the new 
way the front end of the building looks. Maybe you’ve seen changes in 
the backyard worship area or heard about all 
the good work of our feeding ministries.  
Coming up this month, the Council will  
continue to solicit your input into this on going 
process by distributing a survey to help guide 
our congregation into what ways we might be 
growing. Check your mail and the Narthex for 
more info!  

LSI Cont. 
 

Carmen had already saved $2,000 on her own, knowing a car would be vital for her family's stability. 
Through LSI’s Individual Development Accounts program, she opened an account at Veridian Credit 
Union, completed budgeting and asset-specific classes, and received one-on-one coaching from Juan 
Lourido, Business Development Specialist at LSI. Juan helped her understand financing, credit, and how 
to identify reliable used cars online. With his help, Carmen purchased a safe, fuel-efficient 2015 Toyota 
Prius that fits her family’s needs and budget. “I never thought I could buy a car especially one that was 
safe and good quality. Now I take my son to school and go to work. That means everything to me.” 
 

She also opened a secured $500 credit card to begin building her credit history. 
 

“These classes helped me prepare for when income slows down in the summer. I feel independent now, 
especially with the car.” 
 

Today, Carmen is preparing for her driving test, building a new life, and planning for the future. 
 

“When we left Colombia, we were running from threats and violence. Now I’m getting used to a new life, 
looking for opportunities to grow, maybe buy a house, and support my son’s education.” 
 

When asked to describe her journey in one word, she answers without hesitation: 
 

“Apoyo” — Support. 

Your gift changes the lives of thousands of people across Iowa.  

Farewell to our Accompanist Laura Crumbleholme.  
 

We give thanks for the musical talent that 
Laura has shared with our congregation the 
last few years playing piano and arranging 
special music. Laura will be focusing more on 
her teaching. Her last regular worship service 
was on July 13th. We wish her the best in all 
her future endeavors.                                              
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