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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you! 
 

This familiar greeting comes to us from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, and unites us in a theology 
of the Trinity, and as such is used many times on Holy Trinity Sunday (this year, May 31). You also might 
recognize from the beginning of every regular worship service here at Trinity - and at many other liturgical 
churches. Another reading from that Sunday is often the Genesis account of creation, and while we might 
think that we’ve heard that all before, I invite you to open up a Bible and read that first chapter of Genesis 
again from time to time and see what the Spirit of God is stirring in you as you read it again.   
 

“The earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” - Genesis 1:2-3, NRSVUE  
 

Out of chaos, God brings forth order. Even as a pastor, it is often hard for me to remember that. When a 
week feels like it has a never-ending supply of meetings, visits, drop-ins at my office, phone calls, and 
more, it can feel chaotic, but when I am at my best, I will remind myself, that out of the chaos, God spoke 
an orderly creation into being.  
 

Maybe you’ve seen this in your own lives as well: when a family member dies, those left to grieve often 
feel like they are in the midst of chaos, and sometimes I even hear from them that the funeral worship 
gave some order to the whole chaotic time. When we see children running around and shouting with joy 
as they form faith and have fun at our day camp this summer, I hope we can remember that God creates 
order in the time of complete chaos. What other examples in your life is there order in a time of chaos? 
 

When our council last met, we discussed the importance of clarity in a direction for where we are going. I 
have also recently been speaking with my clergy coach about this notion, and whether it is personal or as 
part of a community, prayer and discernment always seem to bring us back to what matters most. In our 
congregational context, I tend to also remind myself of the orderly work of the Call Committee that was a 
part of the process in bringing me here to Trinity to serve. In that process, there is a document called a 
Ministry Site Profile (MSP) that shares a lot about who the congregation is, what they are about, what 
challenges they see, and where they might like to go in the future. It also brings forth the mission  
statement of a congregation, and I often return to it when I want some order in a chaotic time. It reads: 
 

“We are bound in Christian love to strengthen and nurture all through  the word and sacraments as we 
work, reach out and serve in this community.” 
 

Perhaps you read that, and it makes perfect sense: you look at everything that our church does, and you 
can draw a direct line back to that statement. Maybe you look at that statement, and you wish it had some 
refining: the words sound good, but is it catchy? 
There’s also the possibility that it is “clear as mud,” 
and for those people I would love to discuss more 
about what can bring more clarity there. In whatever 
way we view our congregation’s mission statement, 
may we continue to work onward, looking toward a 
God who we can trust creates order in the midst of 
chaos. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Stephen Nilsen 



YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL INFO THROUGH APRIL 2026 

 Collections to date    $53,218.22 

 Expenses to date      $63,899.04 

 Net to date              ($10,680.82) 
                  

No funds have been transferred from Stewardship Reserves year to date. 

ATTENDANCE TOTALS 
FOR   

MAY 2026 
 

May    3    45 
May  10   50    
May  17   39 
May  24  65    

WANT TO CONNECT THE WITH WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT TRINITY? 
 

Sign up for our weekly email bulletin that will let you know what’s  
happening in the week ahead and have other great upcoming  

announcements, as well as the weekly bulletin for worship.  
Call (332-5188) or email Paula (office@trinitylcpv.com) to sign up! 

HAVE AN ITEM FOR AN UPCOMING  
COUNCIL MEETING? 

 

Reach out to one of the 2026 Council Members or Pastor 
Stephen to share your item of concern. You may also leave 
the note in the suggestion box at the desk by the office. 
 

2026 Council Members 
Dane Crist — President — Education Committee 

Diane Holst — Vice President — HOT Team 
John Ahlers — Treasurer — Stewardship Committee 

Kathy Naslund — Secretary — Social Ministry Committee 
Dawn Brick — Memorial Committee 

Diane Cook — Personnel Committee 
Don Kathan — Property Committee 

Al McIlrath — Endowment Committee 
Sally Morrow — Worship & Music Committee 

The warm weather has finally arrived, and I am sure everyone’s schedules are quickly filling up with 
vacations, graduations, yard work, gardening, and much more. Pastor, Michelle, and I recently went to 
the Synod Assembly where Bishop Amy Current was re-elected as our Bishop for 6 more years. In a 
previous Synod Assembly, there were term limits imposed so this will be her last term as Bishop. She 
won with over 75% of the vote on the first ballot, which is very impressive. 
 

While at the assembly, we also heard about members of our Synod Council, messages from our sister 
synods in Africa, and we heard quite a bit about how the Synod is spending the money we send them, 
as well as how it is used in the greater ELCA. I can tell you that I have noticed quite a tightening of our 
Synod budget over the years, as they often will use a church for the assembly now instead of renting a 
conference center. The food supplied is much simpler and affordable, and they recently eliminated an 
Assistant to the Bishop who handled Marketing and Media which was replaced by an outside contractor 
at a considerable savings of thousands of dollars. So, just like our member churches, the Synod  
Council is learning to do more with less. 
 

Michelle and I are hopeful that someone will take on being the voting members for the next assembly 
because you learn so much about our Synod and ELCA that you can apply here at Trinity. Since the 
next ones won’t have a Bishop election, they will probably be 1-day events. We had many  
conversations with members from other churches like ours experiencing some of the same struggles, 
and we also heard some very interesting ideas on how to succeed. 
 

Lastly, I wanted to recognize a graduate that you may not see a lot in church on Sundays, but who is 
consistently here serving our church and community. Ben Kathan, son of Don Kathan, has been  
serving in the Food Pantry since we started it. He started out doing his mandatory service hours for PV 
High School along with his brother Jay, but both of them have fulfilled their service requirements and 
have stayed on helping in the pantry. Ben graduated from PV in May. If you happen to see him (or his 
brother), thank them for their continued service in the Pantry and congratulate Ben on his High School  
Graduation.  
 

Sun filled blessings of peace, 
 

Dane Crist 
Trinity Council President 



If you would like to help us in our Sunday Gathering by doing any of the above tasks,  
please contact the church office to be added to the list of volunteers. 

 

If you are unable to fulfill your duties, please find a replacement and call or email the  
church office (332-5188 or office@trinitylcpv.com) with your replacement. Thank you.  

 June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 July 5 

Altar Guild Diane Holst Sally Morrow Mary Shelton Linda Busch Mary Shelton 

Communion  
Assistant 

John Newman Sally Morrow Diana Mayes 
Marcia 

Brunsvold 
Mary Shelton 

Lector Dawn Brick John Newman Ellen Opperman 
Claudia  

Neumann 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Usher 
Greeter 

Brandi Ahlers 
Lois Schurr 

Jo Ann Hogenson 
Ron Morrow 

Paul Opperman 
Al McIlrath 

Don Cordts 
Travis 

Brunsvold 

Diane Cook 
Arnie Kaufmann 

Worship  
Video 

Livestream 
Producer 

Randy Goslin Randy Goslin Randy Goslin Randy Goslin Randy Goslin 

Fellowship Lois Schurr 
Volunteer  
Needed 

Volunteer  
Needed 

Volunteer  
Needed 

Diane  
Kaufmann 

   ANNIVERSARIES 
  

    4   Al & Barb McIlrath 
    7   Gene & Vicki Jebsen 
    9   Don & Diane Cook 
  12  Tom & Mary Shelton 
  14   Arnie & Diane Kaufmann 
  16  Janine & Brad Hank 
  21 Paul &  Ellen  Opperman 
  21   John & Sheila Vining 
  25 Tim & Maggie Wright 

BIRTHDAYS 
   1 Stephen Nilsen 
   1 Payton Paul 
   2    Cody Dexter 
   3       Randy Neumann 
   3 Diane Kaufmann 
   4    Gene Jebsen 
 11 Byron Kime 
 17    Jan Sussex 
 23 Nick Aguilar 
 24 Lanette Lane 
 24    Ron Claussen 
 25    Lexi Aguilar 
 26       Claudia Neumann 



WEEKLY READINGS 
 

06/07 Hosea  5:15—6:6, Psalm 50:7-15 
         Romans 4:13-25, Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 

06/14 Exodus 19:2-8a, Psalm 50:7-15 
    Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35—10:8-23 
 

06/21 Jeremiah 20:7-13, Psalm 69:7-18 
    Romans 6:1b-11, Matthew 10:24-39 
 

06/28 Jeremiah 28:5-9, Psalm 89:1-4,15-18 
          Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42 

Join the PPALs  
Bible Study 

Saturdays  8 AM  
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

Join together in a new Bible 
Study with Christians from 
around the PV, Princeton, 
Argo, and Le Claire area 
that make up PPALs. We 
encourage you to grab a 
coffee or beverage and join 
in for readings and 
discussion of the Bible. For 
more information, see 
Randy Goslin. 

Scott County Library’s 
Bookmobile Stops 
The Scott County Library 
Bookmobile will be back again 
for you to stop by the church 
parking lot through the spring 
on Tuesday afternoons every 
three weeks. Anyone with a 
library card from a library in 

Scott County can check out books and other media. We will have 
snacks and drinks available in Fellowship Hall. More stops will be 
coming in the late summer and fall too! 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

Tuesday, June 30, July 21, and August 11. 4:40-5:10 PM 
For more info, visit: Scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile 

What’s Baking?  
Communion Bread 

Sign-Up in the Narthex 
 

Each week's Communion Bread is baked by 
volunteers from around our congregation, 
bringing forth the bread of life from the 
shared community we have here at Trinity. If 
you'd like to sign-up to bake the bread, there 
is a sheet in the narthex, and a recipe  
available online. 

https://trinitylcpv.com/so/edPIJoA98/c?w=BU1moJbYAunOIZ-mfQWRKgjxp939E0huDkovqXvl9jc.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnJnb3NsaW5AbWNoc2kuY29tIiwiciI6IjExMzhlZmRmLWJmYWYtNDdhNS1iOWM2LTFjMjQxYjM4ZjlmMCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImJiYzYwMDhiLTEzOTYtNDljZS1iMmVhLWYzOWYzZmZlNWNlNCJ9
https://scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile
https://gr8tdane10.wixsite.com/so/52PCXjV12/c?w=Yfw-kDbaHTvX52J_34shXfC5FCMh_wDtZhTBiCm-Dak.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly81YTY5YTRkYi1iMmRlLTQ5ZWEtYWJkYi1iMjg4MzU3YWU5MDgudXNyZmlsZXMuY29tL3VnZC81YTY5YTRfODA1NGM2YzhkYjViNDMwM2IyNmE5Y2NkNzg5NmQ5MTMucGRmIiwiciI6ImI0NThkNTV


Lutheran Summer Day Camp Rounding into Shape 
Monday, June 15 - Friday, June 19 | 9 AM - 4 PM 

 

Ewalu Bible Camp counselors will be here soon to help lead our Lutheran Summer Day Camp! We have 
reached a maximum limit of campers registered for the year (60), and we have arranged most of the 
volunteer and food needs for the week ahead. There are still a few times and ways you could help. 
 

Sunday, June 14 at 5 PM - We will host the primary volunteers from Davenport’s Zion Lutheran Church 
and Grace Lutheran Church as well as Bettendorf’s St. James Lutheran Church as well as the counselors 
for a dinner and discussion of the logistics. If you would like to help serve the meal, thank-you. 
 

Tuesday, June 16 and Wednesday, June 17, we could use help bringing over a simple dinner or 
hosting the counselors for a dinner. Whether it’s an order of take-out or a big casserole, contact Lois 
Schurr if you can help with either of these two evenings. 
 

Food for meals and snacks will be needed for Monday and Friday. See the sign-up sheet in the Narthex 
for more info! 
 

Thursday, June 18, we will have a Campfire with a Wiener Roast. The Campfire Program will begin at 5 
PM with the meal beginning at 5:30 PM. If you can help with starting the fire or roasting the hot dogs, 
please see Pastor Stephen. All are welcome, so you could stop by then for a great meal and enjoy the 
songs and skits with the campers. Please bring a side dish or dessert along with a chair or lawn blanket. 
 

Friday, June 19, the camp counselors will return to the camp around lunch time, so afternoon help will 
be extra important! If you can volunteer for a few hours on that afternoon with help with bounce houses, 
passing out snacks, or even helping with the occasional quiet activity, that would be great. We will need 
some help with clean-up that afternoon as well since there is a wedding and Sunday worship to get 
prepared. 



Trinity  
Blood Pressure Ministry 

After worship on  
June 7 

 

Trinity will be offering this ministry the 
first Sunday of each month by our 
qualified congregational nurse 
members. There are several stories 
of health monitoring, helping the lives 
of those who have joined in this  

        ministry.           

Trinity Card Crafting Ministry Spreading Joy 
 

Thursday, June 11 1:00 - 3:00 PM 
 

Trinity’s card ministry meets monthly on the second 
Thursday of the month at in Fellowship Hall. The next 
meeting will be June 11 from 1:00-3:00 PM. All are 
welcome to join us with no experience necessary! 
 

Each month we make and deliver cards to the 
residents of Aspire of Pleasant Valley Nursing and 
Rehab (Formerly River Manor). We also make and 
mail greetings to members and friends of Trinity. In 
addition, the committee has been working to replenish 
the supply of greeting cards for sale in the Fellowship 
Hall. All cards are $2.00. 
 

Thank you for your support of this ministry. If you have any questions, please contact Chris 
Kaul, Linda Busch, Claudia Neumann, Cathy Newman, Marcia Brunsvold or Pastor Stephen. 



Join Trinity Prayer Chain to 
Connect with Community 

 

A community that prays 
for one another is 
transformed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
We have been praying 
for and with each other 

for a long time here at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, but often we 
don’t know exactly what we are 
praying for in those instances.   
If you would like to share in brief 
emails when there are prayer 
requests sent in to the office or to 
Pastor Stephen (at the times when 
permission is given), please email 
Pastor or the office to be added to 
the Trinity Prayer Chain. These will 
likely be brief emails to provide a 
notice when an emergency has 
happened or when someone is 
requesting prayers for a family 
member. Prayer requests will be 
asked, whether they would like any 
details shared with the prayer 
chain, when they make those 
requests. 

Collections of Baby & Personal Care Kits for  
Lutheran World Relief 
Now through June 14 

Trinity will be collecting items for the Summer Day Camp Kids to  
assemble into kits to help our neighbors in need with Lutheran 
World Relief Baby & Personal Care Kits. Signs in the Narthex 

will explain what items are needed, or you can learn more in the  
Narthex or at LWR.org/kits 

Items in Most Need for this Important Project & Notes 
HAND TOWELS          medium weight (20” long x 15” wide) 
BATH TOWELS          medium weight (40” x 20” or 52” x 27”) 
BARS OF SOAP         DOVE sensitive or IVORY 
RECEIVING BLANKETS          40” X 30” or 52” square 
BABY SWEATERS OR JACKETS          may have hoods, sizes 6-24 months 
BABY SLEEPERS        one piece or top + bottom PJs, sizes 6-24 months) 
BABY SOCKS                  any color, but without words, sizes 6-24 months 
TOOTHBRUSHES (single in original packaging) 
 

Possible shopping for best products + best pricing: 
TOWELS           Target, Walmart, Dollar General, Dollar Tree 
SOAPS             Hy-Vee, Costco, Dollar General 
BABY ITEMS       Carter’s, Walmart, Target, Blain’s Farm + Fleet       

PLEASE NOTE 
 

NO flags, printed words, 
cartoon characters, or 
camouflage. Towels + clothing 
100% cotton please  

KIT TRANSPORTATION 
 

If you might be available once 
the kits are assembled to 
transport them to the 
warehouse in the Twin Cities 
where they are distributed by 
Lutheran World Relief, please 
contact Mary Shelton.  

mailto:snilsen@trinitylcpv.com
mailto:office@trinitylcpv.com
https://LWR.org/kits


Trinity Food Pantry Continues Feeding Our Neighbors 
 

Pantry Hours: Mondays, 9-11 AM and Thursdays, 4-6 PM 
 

Our community food pantry continues to serve our neighbors. We 
are blessed with many volunteers, but more are always welcome. 
We welcome volunteers for other aspects of the food pantry 
beyond the times when we are open, such as organizing the food 
in the pantry and sorting new donations. If you would like to help 
out, please reach out to Dane Crist or Pastor Stephen or email 
pantry@trinitylcpv.com. 
 

We give thanks for the many gifts shared during this year’s Lenten 
Gifts Collection for the community. The items of most need are 
always appreciated. 
 

Thanks so much for your support! 

Trinity Food Pantry Team  pantry@trinitylcpv.com 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Most needed items needed for the Food Pantry: 
 

Jelly, fruit juice, shampoo, conditioner, toilet paper and feminine products.  
 

As the needs change we will add a list of the most needed items each month in the Torch.  
 

The donations to the Food Pantry are very appreciated. 

Calling All Green Thumbs: Trinity Anti-Hunger 
Garden Returning for Fourth Year! 

Whether you’ve been growing vegetables or fruits on 
your own for years or you’ve never tried but wanted to 
see what gardening is like while making a difference 
in our community, there’s a place for you to help with 
our Trinity Anti-Hunger Garden Ministry! May will 
mean the early gardening work: getting the soil ready, 
planting some early crops like lettuce, and watering 
for our season ahead. The fruits of this labor go to 
serve our neighbors in need through both the Trinity 
Food Pantry and the Central Community Circle (CCC) 
Food Pantry in Davenport – providing fresh produce 
to neighbors in need.  
With additional questions, please contact Dane Crist 
(563-340-6343, gr8tdane_10@yahoo.com). 

Flutter Patch Back Again 
 

Formerly known as the Butterfly Garden, the Trinity 
Flutter Patch has plants that have been ordered and 
will be planted before the Summer Day Camp week 
in June. New resurrection life continues to show in 

this small area of our church parking lot.  
 

If you are interested in helping with the  
planting or watering for the 2026 season ahead,  

contact John  Newman at 563-949-7375 or  
johnnewmanatty@yahoo.com. 

mailto:pantry@trinitylcpv.com


Bonfire Church Gathering for Young Adults 

Wednesday, June 10 from 6-8 PM  
at Devil’s Glen Park 

 

As part of the ongoing sharing of the Spirit with our 
partner Lutheran churches across the Quad Cities, 
young adults are invited to join in for Bonfire Church - 
a summer get-together with relaxation and fellowship 
for anyone who is seeking to connect with other 
Lutherans. Snacks will be provided as well as games 
and short time to deepen faith with a small worship. 
 

Childcare will be provided either at the park or at St. 
James Lutheran Church.  
 

If you have further questions, see Pastor Stephen. 

Theology on Tap 

Tuesday, June 23 at 6:30 PM 
The Tangled Wood in Bettendorf 

 

Our first get-together in May at 
Twin Span was a great success, 
but more voices are always 
welcome as we gather to dive into 
faith questions and share in 
fellowship around drinks for 
Theology on Tap. 
 

In June, we’ll meet at The 
Tangled Wood in Bettendorf, and 
possibly be outside, if weather 
permits. 

Wrapped in Prayer: Prayer Shawls and Quilts Join Synod 
Assembly to Be Sent to SE Iowa Organizations 

 

This year’s Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly was centered 
around the theme of “Peace be with You” from the end of John’s 
gospel (also used as the Gospel text for Pentecost!). As part of that 
peace, the assembly attendees (pastors and lay members) were 
“wrapped in prayer” by quilts and prayer shawls made by members 
from churches around the synod.  
 

We give thanks for the three prayer shawls and one lap quilt 
donated by members of Trinity Lutheran Church, and these joined 
the hundreds of others from around the synod in being sent forth to 
local organizations that support people who need their warmth. 
 

One such organization is based in 
Cedar Rapids: Matthew 25, and they 
have used the lesson of Matthew 25 
to meet Christ in their midst in 
numerous ways. 
 

Thank-you for showing that Trinity is 
part of such a wonderful larger 
church movement, bringing hope to 
those in need. 



ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE SEEKS 
DISBURSEMENT RECIPIENTS FOR 2026 
In 2025, Trinity Endowment Fund was able to distribute 
$19,000 to various agencies within the ELCA and our com-
munity. Many of our recipients were recommended by mem-
bers of the congregation. This year we will be 
distributing $20,000 and would like to hear your suggestions for 
organizations that could benefit. 
The Endowment Agreement stipulates the following 
guidelines for distribution: 

 

 
 

Forms for your recommendations will be availa-
ble in the Torch, the church office and on the bulletin boards. Completed forms can 
be returned to the church office. Please contact any of the team members if you 
have questions. 

 
Deadline for applications: July 31, 2026 
Committee members: Sue Davison, Diana Mayes, Bill Romans, Maggie Wright  
Treasurer: Ridge Raddatz Council Representative: Al McIlrath Coordinator: Marcia Brunsvold 

 

Trinity Lutheran Endowment Committee Congregational  
Suggestions for Endowment Fund Distribution 

Congregation members, committee members or groups seeking resources to support a program. Organization, 
ministry or mission are invited to submit to the endowment Committee request for use of Endowment Distributions. 
All requests must be submitted in writing and received by July 31, 2026 for the Current years distributions. 

 

Your name   _____________________________________________  
 
Your contact information: Phone  ________ Email   ________  
 
Organization you recommend for Donation   _________________ 
 
Please provide information about the organization, ministry and suggested use. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Suggested donation amount _____________________ 
 
(Please note that the committee is not bound by this suggestion, 
but your input is appreciated.) 
For questions, please contact Committee Members: 
Sue Davison, Diana Mayes, Bill Romans, Maggie Wright, 
Ridge Raddatz (Treasurer), Al McIlrath (Council Representative) 
or Marcia Brunsvold. 

You may complete the form above or online using the QR Code. Completed forms can 
be turned into the office or emailed to brunsvoldmarcia@gmail.com 

20% ($4000) to Trinity’s Council Discretionary Fund 

20% ($4000) to ELCA Affiliated Programs 

20% ($4000) to Community Service Programs 

40 % ($8000) to Miscellaneous Organizations 

mailto:brunsvoldmarcia@gmail.com


 
As we step into June, we are surrounded by the fullness of the season– longer days, vibrant growth, and 
moments that invite us to pause and reflect. This time of year reminds us of the steady, faithful work 
happening both in nature and in our communities, where hope continues to take root and flourish. 
 

Because of your generosity, compassion, and commitment, lives are being strengthened every day. Your 
prayers, your time, and your support make it possible for LSI to walk alongside individuals and families as 
they navigate challenges and embrace new opportunities. 
 

We are continually inspired by the way our shared faith calls us to serve one another with care and 
purpose. Thank you for being part of this mission and for helping bring light and encouragement to those 
who need it most. 
 

We are deeply grateful for your partnership and for all the ways you help make this work possible. 
 

Your SUPPORT makes these stories possible... 
 

Monica never imagined she would become a mother. 
 

After a childhood marked by trauma, the devastating loss of her 
sibling to violence, and years spent in turbulent foster care settings, 
she made a quiet promise to herself: she would never bring a child 
into a world that had caused her so much pain. But life has a way of 
opening doors we never expect. In her thirties, alongside her 
husband Tim, Monica found herself preparing to welcome a baby 
girl. Even then, fear and uncertainty lingered. 
 

When Monica heard about LSI’s free community baby shower in Le 
Mars, she hesitated. Social gatherings often triggered her anxiety, 
but something told her to take a chance. That decision would change everything. 
 

At the event, Monica met Angie, a Family Support Specialist who immediately made her feel safe, seen, 
and supported. For the first time, Monica felt like she didn’t have to navigate motherhood alone. 
Encouraged by that connection, she took a leap of faith and enrolled in LSI’s HOPES (Healthy 
Opportunities for Parents to Experience Success) program. Soon after, baby Lily was born, and with her 
came a love that transformed everything. 
 

Today, Monica and Tim eagerly welcome Angie into their home each week. Together they are building the 
kind of family Monica once believed was out of reach. Monica soaks up every parenting resource she can, 
applying what she learns with determination and care. Tim is a steady, patient presence. And Lily? She is a 
joyful, thriving toddler growing exactly as she should be. 
 

But Monica’s journey didn’t begin with confidence. It began with a single moment of courage and an agency 
that showed up for her. Because of that one event, Monica found more than support, she found belief in 
herself. She found the tools to heal, to grow, and to become the loving, capable mother she once thought 
she could never be. 
 

Stories like Monica’s are only possible because of compassionate donors. 
 

Community support makes it possible to host community baby showers that connect families to vital 
resources. It funds programs like HOPES that empower parents, strengthen families, and give children the 
safe, nurturing start they deserve. 
 

And Monica’s story is just one example of many. 
 

LSI proudly serves Iowans in all 99 counties through our services of Mental Health, Early Childhood, Foster Care & Adoption, 
People with Disabilities, and Immigrant & Refugee Community Services. We serve individuals of all ages, from families with 
newborns navigating the early stages of parenthood, to Refugee and Immigrant elders, as well as children at every stage of 
development. Our heart beats for the people we serve. We empower families and communities by recognizing and honoring the 
strengths and gifts of every individual.  
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