
The original pipe organ of Vancouver First Church was installed in 1952 by Wicks Organ Company 
of Highland, Illinois with all of the pipework being installed in two tall chambers in three different 
chambers on either sides of the chancel. In 1968, the organ was tonally altered and several ranks 
were added by Wicks to reflect changes in musical tastes and to add needed brilliance to treble 
end of the instrument.

In 1994 the decision was made to replace the then aging console (the visible playing keyboards and 
pedalboard of the organ) with a 3 manual stock digital organ built by Rodgers Instrument Corpora-
tion of Hillsboro, Oregon. In doing so this created a hybrid pipe/electronic instrument by utilizing 
most of the original Wicks pipework and combining it with many additional digitally electronic voic-
es that play through amplification and speakers. While this increased the tonal variety and versatility 
of the organ, no mechanical or electrical renovations were made at that time, and the original Wicks 
console was discarded.

The pipe organ portion at Vancouver First is now 73 years old operating on original magnets, leath-
er, and wiring and is in need of a comprehensive renovation. After carefully considering several 
options (replacement, renovation, or removal) the decision has been made to continue with a newly 
designed hybrid instrument that utilizes the best of the Wicks pipework, adds some essential new 
and repurposed pipe ranks, replaces the failing Rodgers console with a restored 4 manual Austin 
historic pipe organ console that is a twin to the famous Balboa Park Austin in San Diego, and add 
a number of physically modeled digital stops now available from Viscount Classical Organs built in 
Mondaino, Italy. Viscount is quickly becoming the international leader in digital organs and is creat-
ing historically-based digital pipe voices with amazing quality and realism.

The restoration and console replacement will be done by Rose City Organ Builders of Portland, 
Oregon under the direction of Christopher Nordwall and associates. The custom Laurel Viscount 
digital sound module and audio system is being built by Viscount International in Italy and installed 
and voiced by Joshua Dove, the national director for Viscount America.

Along with a newly added visible pipe façade that enhances our planned chancel remodel and 
reconfiguration by Access Architecture of Vancouver, this new instrument promises to enhance our 
worship and congregation while offering an exciting and versatile concert and recital organ unlike 
any found in the Vancouver area for use by our broader Vancouver arts community.
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