
 

 The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
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“The Great Catch,” John August Swanson, 1993. 

 

 

Sunday, July 26, 2026 
   9:15 am 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to Emmanuel Episcopal Church. We are glad you joined us today! 
Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, there is a place for you here. We welcome eve-
ryone to join and participate fully in worship. The bulletin should contain all you need to participate in worship. Text 

the congregation reads aloud is printed in bold. This symbol  denotes the appropriate time to make the sign of the 
cross upon yourself, if it is your custom. 

 
Mask-wearing is currently optional. The rear pews are designated for socially-distanced seating for those who wish. 

Please sanitize your hands as you enter and immediately before Communion. 
 



 

- 2 - 

T H E  S E A S O N  A F T E R  P E N T E C O S T   
 

 
 
The season after Pentecost is the longest one of the church year, running 
from the day after Pentecost until the beginning of Advent. It is some-
times called "Ordinary Time" as short-hand, although that term does 
not actually appear in our Prayer Book. This time is not "ordinary" in 
the sense of being common or unremarkable but in the sense that the 
Sundays are ordinal or numbered. The liturgical color for this season is 
generally green, reflecting life and growth. However, there are several 
feast days during the season which call for white vestments and hang-
ings: Trinity Sunday in June and Christ the King in November (the final 
Sunday of the season). 

For the summer, while we are having one combined service at 9:15am, 
we will once again be introducing some Eucharistic Prayers which may 
be new or less familiar to some of you. They come from a supplemental 
liturgical volume entitled Enriching our Worship, Volume 1, which was 
published by the Episcopal Church in 1998 and authorized by General 
Convention for use throughout the church. One of its self-stated goals 
is to "expand the language, images and metaphors used in worship." 
There are three Eucharistic Prayers in the book, which we will rotate 
through this summer.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please note that this service is being livestreamed and recorded. 

Videos may be found on our Facebook page, YouTube channel, and website. 
 
 

 

Prelude Meditation on WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
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Processional Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #488         Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation                                The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p.355 

Celebrant        Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day BCP p.228 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you.  
Celebrant   Let us pray.  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

The First Lesson • A reading from the First Book of Kings                   1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what 
I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and stead-
fast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able 
to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your ene-
mies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do ac-
cording to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has 
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”  

  The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

The Psalm                  to be read responsively     Psalm 119:129-136 

 129  Your decrees are wonderful; * 
    therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 130  When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
    it gives understanding to the simple. 

 131  I open my mouth and pant; * 
    I long for your commandments. 

 132  Turn to me in mercy, * 
    as you always do to those who love your Name. 
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 133  Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
    let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 134  Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
    and I will keep your commandments. 

 135  Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
    and teach me your statutes. 

 136  My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
    because people do not keep your law. 

 

The Second Lesson • A reading from the letter to the Romans Romans 8:26-39 
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 

 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called ac-
cording to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. 

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hard-
ship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.    

   The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

All are invited to stand.              
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The Gospel        Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Another parable Jesus put before the crowds: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when 
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, 
he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will 
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the right-
eous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

Deacon   The Gospel of the Lord.   
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

 
Please be seated. 

The Sermon    Deacon Bill Rimkus 

After the sermon there is a brief time of silence for reflection. 

The Nicene Creed  BCP p.358 
All are invited to stand and recite together. 

We believe in one God, 
           the Father, the Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth, 
           of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
            the only Son of God, 
            eternally begotten of the Father, 
            God from God, Light from Light, 
            true God from true God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            of one Being with the Father. 
            Through him all things were made. 
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            For us and for our salvation 
                he came down from heaven: 
            by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
                and was made man. 
            For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
                he suffered death and was buried. 
                On the third day he rose again 
                    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
                he ascended into heaven 
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
                and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
            who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
            With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
            He has spoken through the Prophets. 
            We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
            We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
            We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People                                                                                          

 Intercessor   Sisters and brothers, give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name! Let 
us pray to God, saying, “Spirit, help us in our weakness. Intercede for us.” 

God of the Church, may your people be as persistent as the mustard shrub. May we spread 
your love and grace to all people and in all places. May we do our kingdom work with the 
confidence that nothing can separate us from your love. Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

 People   Intercede for us. 

God of the world, make known your deeds among the peoples. Bring peace in places of con-
flict and violence. Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

 People   Intercede for us. 

God of creation, all of your works are marvelous. Everything in creation with which you 
have surrounded us speaks to your goodness. Give us eyes to see your fingerprints in our 
world. Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

 People   Intercede for us. 

Present God, you did not withhold your own Son, but gave him up for all of us. May we all 
come to know and experience the depths of your love. By your love, transform hearts and 
change lives. Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

 People   Intercede for us. 
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God of wholeness, neither hardship nor distress can separate anyone from your love. Assure 
the suffering and sick, the hurt and sorrowful, that you care for them. May they remember 
that you are God who does marvelous things….Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

 People   Intercede for us. 

God of our ancestors, you have always been mindful of your promises. You promise that not 
even death can separate us from your love. May all those who have died grow in your eter-
nal love. Spirit, help us in our weakness. 

People   Intercede for us. 

 Here, additional intercessions are offered, and then the Deacon adds a concluding Collect: 

Deacon     O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you 
are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and forever Amen. 

The Confession & Absolution  

Deacon         Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All         Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace  

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Holy Communion  
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Offertory Anthem        Hymn of promise (In the Bulb There is a Flower) 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Doxology • Hymnal ‘82 #380   (verse 3 only) 
All are invited to stand and sing as the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     praise God, all creatures here below;  
     praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
     praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving                Enriching our Worship Prayer 2 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you.  
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your spirit moved over the deep and brought 
all things into being; sun, moon, stars; earth winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 
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you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):  

 Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest 

 The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living 
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take eat: This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus 
took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer    BCP p.364 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then is said 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion 

The Celebrant says the following invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 

We are receiving both bread and wine at Communion. Please sanitize your hands prior to coming 
forward. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. There are two options for receiving the 
consecrated wine. If you wish to drink from the chalice, please go the left side of the altar rail. If you 
prefer to receive it in a single-use compostable cup (to drink or intinct), please pick one up from the 
table and go to the right side of the rail. The cup can be discarded on the table in the sacristy to be 
reverently rinsed out. If you are sick, we ask that you please refrain from using the chalice and either 
get a single-use cup instead or rest assured that the fullness of Communion is received in either just 
bread alone or wine alone. If you do not wish to receive, you are invited to cross your arms over your 
chest to indicate that you would like a blessing, which will be delivered without touch. 

Communion Hymn • LEVAS #213                                      Children of the Heavenly Father 
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Prayer after Communion                                                                              BCP p.366 

All are invited to stand or kneel. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen 

 

The Blessing  

 

Closing Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #580                 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
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The Dismissal                                          BCP p.366 

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude                                                                 Celebration on CWM RHONDDA 
                                                             

 
 

About the music 

 
The offertory anthem today, "Hymn of Promise," was written in 1985 by Natalie Sleeth. It is com-
monly referred to by its first line, "In the Bulb There is a Flower." Initially written as a choral anthem, 
the song has been arranged in countless forms ever since.  

For the lyrics Sleeth drew inspiration from a line by T.S. Eliot: "In the end is my beginning." As she was 
writing it she contemplated life, death, and the cycles of nature, with a strong emphasis on the contrast 
between winter and spring, symbolizing endings and new beginnings. The use of vivid natural imagery 
like seeds, flowers, and butterflies further illustrate spiritual growth and resurrection. 

The hymn has a strong biblical connection, drawing on John 12:24 where Jesus teaches that a grain 
must fall into the earth and die in order to bear fruit. First Corinthians 15 also uses seed imagery, com-
paring it to the mystery of resurrection. Romans 8, which connects present suffering with future glory, 
speaks of hope that waits patiently for what is not yet seen. It uses the biblical language of seasons and 
appointed times from Ecclesiastes 3, and finally, a new thing being brought forth from unexpected 
places in Isaiah. 

It is worth mentioning that one might think a person would write these lyrics as a result of some sort of 
personal tragedy. However, it was after the piece was written that her husband developed a terminal 
illness.  

—From your Music Director, Paul Johnson 
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Copyright and License Information:  

The processional was harmonized by David Evans for the Revised Church Hymnary, copy-
right © 1927 Oxford University Press. The offertory was written by Natalie Sleeth, copyright © 1986 
Hope Publishing Co. The Communion hymn words were written by Carolina Sandell-Berg and translated 
by Ernst W. Olson, copyright © Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, and reprinted by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress. The recessional words were written by Catherine Cameron, copy-
right © 1967 Hope Publishing Co. All other music is believed to be in the public domain. The prelude, 
offertory, and postlude were arranged by Paul Johnson. 

Permission to reproduce and/or stream any copyrighted music in this service was obtained from One 
License under license #A-717831, CCLI under license #20566659, CCS under license #13355, or directly 
from the publisher. 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved world-
wide. The Prayers of the People are from Planning for Rites and Rituals, copyright © 2024 Church Pub-
lishing. All rights reserved. The Eucharistic Prayer and the Prayer After Communion were taken from 
Enriching Our Worship v1, copyright © 1998 by The Church Pension Fund, and is used by permission. 

The image on the front cover is from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
School, is copyrighted by the Estate of John August Swanson, and is used with permission. The image 
inside the front cover is by Corissa Nelson and is used under license from the artist.  
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 
Today, July 26th  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost   
- 9:15am, Holy Eucharist Rite II (summer schedule)  
- 10:15am, Coffee Hour   

Sunday, August 2nd     Tenth Sunday after Pentecost     All Saints at Emmanuel 
- 9:15am, Holy Eucharist Rite II  
- 10:15am, Coffee Hour   

Birthdays this week: Zoey, David, Jillian, Mike, Hendrick, Lisa, Kevin.  

Anniversaries: Ron & Claudia 

In our prayers: John, Patti, Jeanne, Ellen, Michael, Claire, Jeannine, Julius, Jeff, Kurt, Mike, Renee, Cliff, Linda, 
Janice & Steve, Chris, Suzanne, Sara & family, Mary, Roupi, Elizabeth, Leah, Julian, Andy, Grace & Vinny, Colleen, 
Stephany, Jerry, Greta. 

Prayer List: We will be refreshing our prayer list. Names will now remain on the prayer list for a period of four 
weeks. After that time, you are welcome to resubmit names if continued prayers are wanted. If you would like to add 
someone to the prayer list, please contact the church office. 

Emmanuel & All Saints Joint Service: A Joint Service will be held at Emmanuel Episcopal Church at 9:15 am on 
Sunday August 2nd. 

Annual Garage Sale: Friday August 28 & Saturday August 29, 8am-2pm. You are welcome to bring in your donations 
starting July 6th -Aug 23rd . We especially encourage housewares, small furniture pieces, working appliances, puzzles, 
yard tools, tools, games, toys, books, bikes, linens, rugs, decorations, holiday items, jewelry, and crafts.  
We are not accepting sports equipment, exercise equipment, plush animals, clothes, tv’s, entertainment centers, stereo 
systems, china cabinets, or large bookcases. Please contact Penny Longo before bringing any large items or if you 
have any questions at 708-275-5028. We will need many hands to help over the 2-3 days. If you can and would 
like to help at the sale – please contact Ellen Busch at 708 354 5847. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God: 
and in celebration of Ellie Longo-Zhu’s first birthday. With Love, Penny & Matt Longo. 
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Weekly Worship Schedule 

Tuesdays  at 7:30am   Contemplative Prayer (online)  
 Thursdays at 7:30am   Contemplative Prayer (online) 
   at 8:00pm   Compline (online) 
 Sundays at 9:15am   Holy Eucharist, Rite II (summer schedule) 
 
 

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Dr. David Jackson  Rector                             revdave@eeclg.org 
 The Rev. William Rimkus  Deacon                                        dnbill@eeclg.org 
 Mrs. Erin McClellan-Zhoushi  Parish Administrator                            admin@eeclg.org 
 Mr. Paul Johnson  Music Director/Organist                   paul@eeclg.org 

Mr. Clarence Johnson   Sexton 
 

Wardens & Vestry 

Carry Zaras, Senior Warden                                             Andy Doliff, Junior Warden    

Marc O’Brien, Drew Beyer, Jake Goes, Marie Narvaez, Dave Knecht, Christiaan Raftery, Ron 
Throckmorton, Diane Clark-Coutre, Emily Birks, Members 

 

Serving Today 

Dorren Gersten-Briand, Lector             Marty Caldwell & Marybeth Bonetto, Altar Guild
              Gabriel Beyer, Livestream Operator 

        

203 S. Kensington Avenue, La Grange, Illinois 60525  
(708) 352-1275 

www.emmanuel-lagrange.org 
Follow us on: 

       

 
 

    
          Facebook                               Instagram                                YouTube 


