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From the Pastors View: 'Understanding the Word of God'’

One of the more difficult experiences | had in seminary was to study at least one an-
cient Biblical language...and in my case, it was Greek. Now, | can tell you that at
times it wasn't fun! And yes, it was harder than Spanish!

However, in the original Biblical languages of Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic, God will
periodically use figures of speech to reveal His intentions for those who open, read or
meditate on His Word. But unfortunately for us, what we read in our modern English
language at tfimes, will not always translate well (or be as forceful) as those ancient
Biblical languages. Here is just one example...

Meal Train® Ministry—As a reminder, when someone in our NBC family is
going through a challenging time, we can show our love and support by
providing meals for them. If anyone in our church family is having major
surgdery, welcoming a nhew baby or experiencing an illness, let|s ensure they
will be well fed. The Meal Train® website will be used to facilitate this. If
any church member needs a Meal Train set up, please call/text Judy Ward at
804-854-0233.

And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, eremiah, what do you see?0

0J
And | said, ol bsaacHendheLarosnad d t o me, 0YoUu Matthew 25:40 tTruly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
seen well, for | am watching-Jeremeah liiyl2 (\50/y d t 0 (Rl brBthts hhd sfsters of mine, you did for me.)

So in this example, God used a word play to remind the Jews of something that we
may not fully grasp in our translations today. God uses a Hebrew term (shawkade)
which is a reference to an almond branch (tree). God does this, to remind Jeremiah
as a young prophet, that He (God) will watch over him carefully. And why is God
doing all thisg It is so that Jeremiah would be able to remember that God would
intentionally use him for His glory! What an awesome promise for Jeremiah, and us
today!

Sometimes we need to be reminded of this truth. That God’'s Word is POWERFUL...no

matter in what ancient Biblical language it was written. It can transform and change
us, no matter what we may understand, teach, preach or try to translate in any given
moment. This is how the writer of Hebrews described Scripture...

For the word of God is living and  active, sharper than any two -edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart .- Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)

So, whenever you read, search, contemplate or pray for God'’s direction regarding
God's Word, you will be rewarded! Because God desires that we each receive all
the blessings and richness from the time we spend in His Word.

Finally, please don't forget that the God knows both the intentions and thoughts of
your heart—that even in those occasions and days when you may not fully
understand what He is tfrying fo communicate to you, God will use His Word to
accomplish every purpose in your life.

In Christ,
Pastor Chris Grella

God bless you all,
Judy ward
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a t H e a “l WILL GO TO THE ALTAR OF GOD, TO GOD WHO Is
MY JOY AND HAPPINESS” (PSALM 43:4)
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August 23, 2026
Sunday School
promotion during
our 10:30 a.m.
service with
Popsicles after
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GET IT ON # Download on the
P> Google play @& App Store

HAVE A
TOAD-ALLY
AWESOME NEW
SCHOOL YEAR!

Bear Pack
Sunday--Aug 16

Please use the designated
envelope in your
offering box (or grab one
from the sanctuary near
the organ) for any
donations. Make checks
out to Newington.

A For online giving specify
Bethel Bearpack

me  Ministry.
i




