August 2, 2026




St. Paul’s UMC Welcoming Statement:

We believe in God's unconditional love and grace.

We affirm the dignity and worth of every person as created
in the image of God.

We celebrate all loving and committed relationships.

We also believe that discrimination is incompatible with
Christ's Gospel.

In this spirit, St. Paul's United Methodist Church welcomes
people of every race and ethnicity, culture, age, gender
and gender identity, sexual orientation, mental and
physical ability, faith history, family structure, marital
status, educational background and economic status
into full participation in the life, leadership, ministry, and
sacraments of our church.

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK



ST. PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Northport, New York
August 2, 2026 ~ 10:00AM
ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS

As the faith community comes together with love, you are invited to
share answers to prayer and other blessings you have experienced
this week.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We come to this place of worship, to encounter the One who
has called us here.
P:This Holy One - our God: is with us in every moment.
L: God is in our celebrations and joys, God is in our darkest
nights of loneliness.
P:This Holy God - our God: blesses us and calls us by name.
L: As night fades before the coming Light, we meet the One
who saves us - even from ourselves.
P:This God - our Holy God: touches us with the Spirit of hope.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN: “O Love, That Will Not Let Me Go” UMH#480

OPENING PRAYER
In the darkest moments
of our lives, Intriguing God,
we have struggled with you,
believing that if we were to defeat you,
you would have to give us whatever we want,
not realizing you have already blessed us
with everything we need in life.

*Please Stand As You Are Able



When our hunger for hope

overwhelms us, Gentle Jesus,
you fill us with your presence;

when our need for more and more

would pull us further and further away from you,
you heal us of our desires;

when we look away from those in need,
your tears of compassion cleanse our hearts.

We would leave our pain behind us,
and run through your streams of
living waters, Spirit of God,
that we might embrace
our siblings in peace,
knowing that our broken relationships
have been made whole. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 32:1-32 (NRSV)

Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him; when
Jacob saw them he said, “This is God's camp!” So he called that
place Mahanaim.

Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the
land of Seir, the country of Edom, instructing them, “Thus you
shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I have
lived with Laban as an alien and stayed until now, and | have
oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves, and | have sent
to tell my lord, in order that | may find favor in your sight.”
The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your
brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred
men are with him.” Then Jacob was greatly afraid and
distressed, and he divided the people who were with him and
the flocks and herds and camels into two companies, thinking,
“If Esau comes to the one company and destroys it, then the
company that is left will escape.”



And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my
father Isaac, O LORD who said to me, 'Return to your country
and to your kindred, and | will do you good,” | am not worthy of
the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that
you have shown to your servant, for with only my staff | crossed
this Jordan, and now | have become two companies. Deliver me,
please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for
| am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers with
the children. Yet you have said, 'l will surely do you good and
make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be
counted because of their number.”

So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he
took a present for his brother Esau, two hundred female goats
and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty

rams, thirty milch camels and their colts, forty cows and ten
bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. These he
delivered into the hand of his servants, every drove by itself,
and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me, and put a space
between drove and drove.” He instructed the one in the lead,
“When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘To whom do
you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead
of you?' then you shall say, 'They belong to your servant Jacob;
they are a present sent to my lord Esau, and moreover he is
behind us.” He likewise instructed the second and the third and
all who followed the droves, "You shall say the same thing to
Esau when you meet him, and you shall say, ‘"Moreover your
servant Jacob is behind us.” For he thought, “I may appease
him with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterwards |
shall see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” So the present
passed on ahead of him, and he himself spent that night in the
camp.

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the
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Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket,
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with

him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But
Jacob said, “l will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he
said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then
the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but

Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he
blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his

hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh
muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on
the hip socket at the thigh muscle.

SERMON: “Boxing Shadows In The Dark”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Healing ~ Guidance ~ Protection

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE OFFERING: Please consider one of these ways to donate your
offering: by check, bill pay, Venmo (@StPaulsUMC),
or Paypal (spumcFinance@optimum.net)
https://stpaulsnorthportny.org/give

OFFERTORY


mailto:spumcFinance@optimum.net
https://stpaulsnorthportny.org/give

*DOXOLOGY: UMH#95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION (Musical Setting FWS#2257)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
As we prepare to depart, we learn how we can grow and serve
throughout the week.

*CLOSING HYMN: ‘“Blessed Assurance” UMH#369

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

oD

Our Thanks to This Week’s Worship Team
Ushers: Ryan McGrath & Hope Mann
Worship Assistant: Tyler Schinella
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St. Paul’s UMC Invites You to a Scheduled Zoom Worship Service
Sunday Worship at 10 am

The following instructions will be the same each week:
Dial on your phone
1646 558 8656
Meeting ID: 818 1446 9508 # Password: 911381
Participant ID is NOT needed. Press # when prompted
To mute and unmute during worship, press
* then 6 to mute and unmute - or-
* then 9 to “raise hand” to indicate you’d like to speak
Join worship service on your computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/818144695087?pwd=MnJYVFBwWOQ3RWd2JkeDZ4
S|BDUDFIdz09

OUR CHURCH STAFF

David Czeisel Senior Pastor

Penny Gadzini Pastoral Care Pastor
Amanda Whaley Director of Music

Christian Ruh Worship Tech Manager
Megan Ferrante Office Manager

Shaleek Cohen Caretaker

Church Office Phone 631-261-0804

Office Email: office@stpaulsnorthportny.org
Pastor’s Phone: 631-827-6401

Pastor’s Email: david.czeisel@nyac-umc.com
Website: stpaulsnorthportny.org

Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License 731642, for all music not in the public domain
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