TOGETHER IN CHRIST Abiding in God’s eternal Word, embodied by Jesus and active in us

HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, August 16, 2026 * 10a

NINETEEN COMES BEFORE TWENTY
WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY!

Your thanks and praise strengthens onr worship as we celebrate again God's love for all the world
using a liturgy led by organ, piano, vocal or combo choir as a witness to the rich diversity
within our one faith in Christ.

Prelude

Confession
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn Bless Now, O God, the Journey Hymn 326

Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make,

the path through noise and silence, the way of give and take.
The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round,
then leads beside still waters, the road where faith is found.

Bless sojourners and pilgrims who share this winding way;
your hope burns through the terrors, your love sustains the day.
We yearn for holy freedom while often we are bound;

together we are seeking the road where faith is found.

Divine eternal lover, you meet us on the road.

We wait for land of promise where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places, you meet us all around.

Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, God of the covenant, you said "I am the LORD your God who brought you
out'" before you said '"You shall." Speak that word to us again, that we may hear your
commandments not as a burden laid on strangers but as the way of life given to a people
already set free; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome and Greeting
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Hymn of Praise

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 22:34-40

The gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

3 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, ** and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test
him. % “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” ¥ He said to him, “ “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” 3 This is the greatest and first commandment. * And a second is like it: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” ** On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Response Faith of Our Fathers Hymn 812

Faith of our fathers, living still in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word.
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to thee till death.

Lesson Exodus 19:1-6; 20:1-2

1On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that
very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. > They journeyed from Rephidim, entered
the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus
you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: *“You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now,
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, *but you shall be for me a
priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the
Israelites.”

!Then God spoke all these words,

2“T am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Sermon



Hymn Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good Hymn 871

1 Sing praise to God, the highest good,
the author of creation!
O God of love, you understood
our need for your salvation.
With healing balm our souls you fill;
all our lament with peace you still.
To God all praise and glory!

2 What your almighty pow'r has made,
in mercy you are keeping;
by morning glow or evening shade,
your eye is never sleeping;
in the dominion of your might
all things are just and good and right.
To God all praise and glory!

3 We sought the Lord in our distress;
O God, in mercy hear us.
Our Savior saw our helplessness
and came with peace to cheer us.
For this we thank and praise the Lord,
who is by one and all adored.
To God all praise and glory!

4 All who confess Christ's holy name,
give God the praise and glory!
Let all God's saving pow'r proclaim;
give God the praise and glory!
Cast ev'ry idol from its throne;
God is the Lord, and God alone.
To God all praise and glory!

Apostles” Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession = Response: hear our prayer.



LITURGY OF THE MEAL

ORI
Offering www.engagedbygrace.org/offering o
Offertory
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord... be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

Blessing
Closing Hymn Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand Hymn 441

1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand
amid the heav'nly throng;
and sing with hosts from ev'ry land
the new celestial song,
the new celestial song.

2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come
and show himself as Lord,
and thousands meet in their new home
which Jesus has prepared,
which Jesus has prepared.

3  Oh, what a mighty rushing flood
of joy and love and peace
will roll down over us with good
and blessedness and grace,
and blessedness and grace.

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything;
your love has made us free
to stand among the saints and sing
the glory that we see,
the glory that we see.



Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing & Dismissal

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Go in peace. Together in Christ. Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given by Lynn Anderson in memory of her sister, Christine.
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