Armstrong Chapel Worship Resource—August 16, 2026
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP
adapted from UnfoldingLight.net

LEADER: Generous God, we reach out to you.
PEOPLE: Healing God, we plead with you.
LEADER: Our doubts discourage us.

PEOPLE: Voices of judgment would turn us back.
LEADER: But your grace prevails.

PEOPLE: Worthy are you of praise, our Savior.
LEADER: You feed us. You heal us. You bless us.
PEOPLE: We thank you. We worship you alone.

*HYMN God Will Take Care of You
UMH #130
Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
beneath his wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.

Refrain:

God will take care of you,
through every day, o’er all the way;
he will take care of you,

God will take care of you.

Through days of toil when heart doth fail,
God will take care of you;
when dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

All you may need he will provide,
God will take care of you;
nothing you ask will be denied,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

No matter what may be the test,
God will take care of you;
lean, weary one, upon his breast,

God will take care of you. [Refrain]
Words: Civilla D. Martin (1904)
Music: W. Stillman Martin (1905)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostle’s Creed
#881 UMH

| believe in God the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins.
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
*universal

SCRIPTURE

'How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!

21t is like the precious oil on the head,
running down upon the beard,

on the beard of Aaron,
running down over the collar of his robes.

31t is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion.

For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
life forevermore.

Psalm 133 (NRSV)

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

TIME SINGING OUR FAVORITE HYMNS—8:20am

TIME WITH CHILDREN—9:40am
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HYMN On Eagle’s Wings
#143 UMH
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
Words & Music: Michael Joncas (1979)
© 1979, 1989 North American Liturgy Resources.

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
Adapted from Church Common.org

God who welcomes our questions,
God who listens when we argue,
God who does not turn away when we struggle—

We come from busy days and restless nights, from
unanswered prayers and unresolved conversations,
carrying questions we’re almost afraid to ask.

Some of us arrive with certainty, others with doubt
thick as fog. Some bring boldness, others barely a
whisper.

Meet us here in all our honesty. Teach us that faith is
strong enough to wrestle. And that faith is able to
change us—and sometimes, even change the
conversation.

Open our ears to voices we might dismiss.
Open our hearts to grace we didn’t expect.
Open our mouths to persist, calling out to you.
Secure our lives in trusting you.

Let us boldly pray what Christ taught saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Offer the peace of Christ by saying:
The peace of Christ be with you.
Respond: And also with you!

HYMN On Eagle’s Wings
#143 UMH
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
Words & Music: Michael Joncas (1979)
© 1979, 1989 North American Liturgy Resources.

GIVING
OFFERTORY
*RESPONSE #95, UMH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Matthew 15:21-28 (NRSVUE)
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of
Tyre and Sidon. 2% Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” 2 But he did not answer her
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”

24 He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” 2 But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2 He answered, “It is
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” 2’ She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”

2 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE What Does it Mean to Follow Jesus?
Rev. Brandon Long
*HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory

UMH #577
God of grace and God of glory,
on the people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient church’s story,
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;
free our hearts to work and praise.
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Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.

Cure thy children’s warring madness,
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal,
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the search for thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore,

serving thee whom we adore.
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1930)
Music: John Hughes (1907)

BENEDICTION

adapted from Church Common.org

May the God who listens beneath our words,
the Christ who meets us in our wrestling,
and the Spirit who gives us courage to speak
go with you now and always.

In God the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer we pray.
Amen!

POSTLUDE

*Stand in body or in spirit

cfagg connected with
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A Welcoming Community Alive in Serving Christ

Liturgist at 8:20 — Lisa Dayton
Liturgist at 9:40 — Jay DeWitt
Greeters at 9:40 — Sally Scherr, Shannon and Galen Mills

Special Music at 9:40 — A-Town Sound — Rich Broderick,
Jeff Farmer, Jim Farmer and Chester Imhausen
Down to the River to Pray
Ride the Chariot

% Gather for coffee and treats in the Atrium
mwwm"- following the 9:40 service!

L

REGISTER YOUR ONLINE
ATTENDANCE GIVING

[=1 5 "':?"i" [=

Do you have a name tag?
WEAR YOUR CHURCH NAME TAG
each and every Sunday!

IF YOU NEED A NAME TAG:

Permanent magnetic name tags are available to purchase
for S10 - we'll be placing an order on Thursday morning 8/20.
A link to the online order form was emailed last week or
include your payment and write a note on an offering
envelope.

Armstrong
CHAPEL used Wethodis curh

5125 Drake Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45243
513-561-4220

acumc@armstrongchapel.org

armstrongchapel.org DH@

Rev. David Brown, Lead Pastor Amy Voss, Director of Preschool
Rev. Elizabeth Brown, Congregational Care Pastor ~ Shanon Rice, Director of Digital Communications
Rev. Brandon Long, Director of Discipleship
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We’ll kick-off our new
Sunday School

year on September 13!
Preschool, Elementary, and Teens

It’s BIBLE SUNDAY too!

On Sunday, September 13, we will present
age-appropriate Bibles to our 3 year olds and
3rd graders during the 9:40am & 10:30am
worship service. Families have received an
email to RSVP or visit: bit.ly/4vsnwHK

Madisonville Braves
Celebration Party

Volunteers Needed

The Armstrong
SMALL

Men are hosting

IMPACT.

to celebrate the
end of a

Would you like to help set up, cook,
serve, or clean up at the picnic?

successful season
for the boys and
girls of the
Madisonville
Braves (baseball
and softball teams
for kids 4-14).

We'll be celebrating at the Lunken Playfield
Picnic Shelter on Sunday, August 23 from 1-
S5pm. VOLUNTEERING BEGINS AT 11AM.

Sign up here: bit.ly/4vM16kI

Starting in September, five families will rotate
around making sure to have yummy treats
available on Sundays. If you are interested in
being placed on a list of volunteers to
contribute food, let me know and I'll add your
name to our wonderful list of volunteers! You
may hear from one of the following for food
item contributions beginning in September:

e 1st Sundays — Lynne Miller

e 2nd Sundays — Jane Florer
3rd Sundays — Bill and Niki Mitchell
e 4th Sundays — Denise Scholtz
e 5th Sundays — Barbara Bell

| certainly appreciate everyone from small
groups to individuals who have helped keep
this ministry going! Any questions contact me
at dscholtz84@yahoo.com!

Thanks, Denise Scholtz

NEW WOMEN'’S STUDY
STARTING IN AUGUST

Mondays at 6:00pm in the Armstrong Room.
New 14-week study begins August 31.
Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus: How the
Jewish Words of Jesus Can Change Your Life
by Lois Tverberg, PhD. This in-depth study
considers how understanding Jesus’ teachings
in their original Jewish context unlocks vital
wisdom for today. By exploring ancient
Middle Eastern culture, Tverberg reveals how
knowing first-century idioms helps us better
grasp Jesus’ words, how historical context
illuminates His parables in surprising ways,
and how the Jewish world teaches us to pray
with holy boldness (chutzpah). We will
examine key Hebrew words to make Bible
reading richer, learning how to listen with the
ears of a first-century disciple to bring
practical, fresh insight to our daily walk to
deepen our spiritual lives. We complete each
lesson in advance, so we are prepared for
class. For more details and to register, please
contact Victoria Rhodus, and visit the Women
United Bible Study page for the link to order
your book.

Watch for more women’s and men’s studies to
start back with new studies after Labor Day!

Do you have questions? Doubts? Concerns?
Excitement and confidence about your faith?
The truth is: everyone has questions, but not
every place feels safe enough to ask them.

That’s what Alpha is all about! Alpha is a place
where you can bring your authentic self to
the table. It’s an opportunity to make
meaningful connections, hear thought-
provoking ideas, and share your honest
thoughts and opinions in a welcoming,
judgment-free environment.

We are excited to launch our first Alpha
course this fall. Beginning Wednesday,
September 9, the course will run for 12 weeks
and will include a special Saturday retreat.

Register at bit.ly/4x460cm.

DISCIPLE

Wednesdays at 7:00pm
in the Armstrong Room
Class begins September 16
(through the beginning of May)
Led by Kent Smith

Disciple 3: Remember Who You Are is the
third study in the four-phase Disciple
program. This 32-week study focuses on the
Old Testament prophets and the letters of
Paul, designed to deepen participants’
understanding of their identity as God’s
people. Participants will each need to order a
study manual and have a study Bible.

If you have questions about the Disciple
program, please reach out to Kent at 513-
476-7227. Register at bit.ly/4bLPJC9.



https://bit.ly/4vsnwHK
https://bit.ly/4vM16kI
mailto:dscholtz84@yahoo.com
https://bit.ly/4x46ocm
https://bit.ly/4bLPJC9
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FOLLOWING ~ w-om

A three-year journey
toward a culture
of discipleship.

Armstrong Chapel « Discipleship Sunday
Matthew 15:21-28

WHAT WE HEARD

75 survey responses » 6 follow-up interviews

A congregation with strong

foundations—and room to grow. UPWARD
PRAYER

said following Jesus Prayer courses = Prayer days « Worship

should shape everyday life 2027-2028

named serving others
among their top 3

L

DISCIPLESHIP

Following Jesus
with our
whole lives

named prayer/spiritual
life among their top 3

named evangelism/
sharing faith among
their top 3

named justice/
compassion among

their top 3 INWARD OUTWARD

GOSPEL s B MISSION
Alpha « Christian Year « Missional groups « Justice »
Faith formation Withess
2026-2027 2028-2029

¥ KNOW CHRIST « ABIDE WITH CHRIST « JOIN CHRIST'S MISSION %

Community surrounds all three: we pray, learn, grow, serve, and go together.

KEY DISCOVERY

Armstrong already has many

practices of discipleship.

The opportunity is to connect
them into a shared, intentional
way of following Jesus. follow Jesus.

BY 2030
A well-integrated culture

of Gospel, Prayer, and Mission—
where disciples help others

€ € "Awell-integrated culture of Gospel, Prayer, and Mission—
where disciples help others follow Jesus.” 99




