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HOLY TRINITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH
B O I

HOLY COMMUNION

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026 - 10:00 a.m.

“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”
Matthew 18:22

S T I I e
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2001 Northwest Boulevard - Upper Arlington, Ohio 43212



ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

PRELUDE

Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C Major, BuxWV 137 Dieterich Buxtehude

As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in a spirit of prayer.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Hymn 836

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,



center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Gernesis 50:15-21

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” ¢ So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, '7‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '8 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 1 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I
in the place of God? 2 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
! Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves
of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let
all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day, observe it for the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who
abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 7 For we do not live to ourselves, and
we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord,;
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ¢ For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. ' Why do you
pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ! For it is written, “As I live, says the
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then,
each one of us will be held accountable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 2 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell
you, seventy-seven times.

2 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; % and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. % So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.” 7 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. 2 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.” # Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.” * But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. 3 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 3 Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. * Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy
on you?” 3 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. % So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Where Charity and Love Prevail Hymn 359

1  Where charity and love prevail,
there God is ever found;
brought here together by Christ's love,
by love we thus are bound.

2 With grateful joy and holy fear,
God's charity we learn;
let us with heart and mind and soul
now love God in return.

3 Let us recall that in our midst
dwells Christ, God's holy Son;
as members of each body joined,
in him we are made one.

4 Let strife among us be unknown;
let all contentions cease.
Be God's the glory that we seek;
be his our only peace.

5 Let us forgive each other's faults
as we our own confess,
that we may love each other well
in Christian gentleness.

APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



OFFERING

MEAL

ANTHEM “Ain’t-a That Good News” arr. R. Dilworth

Gifts may be placed in the plate or given by scanning the code on the back page. Thank you for your generosity.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us

with these gifts: our selves,

our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those



who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of
your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Praise, Mly Soul, the King of Heaven Hymn 865

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King!

2 Praise him for his grace and favor
to our forebears in distress.
Praise him, still the same forever,
slow to chide and swift to bless.



Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

3 Tenderly he shields and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows.
In his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Widely as his mercy flows.

4  Angels help us to adore him,
who behold him face to face.
Sun and moon bow down before him;
all who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Together in Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Presiding & Preaching The Reverend Steve Wachtman
Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck
Director of Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson
Director of Faith Formation Noelle Fox
Assisting Minister Keith Townsend
Lector Keith Townsend
Communion Assistants AC Cochran, Elli Cucksey
Ushers Dan Perry, Mike Lamont
Livestream Mark Abell

FLOWERS ARE GIVEN THIS WEEK BY:

Mike & Erika Lamont to the Glory of God and the
blessing of 40 years of marriage.

GIVING

Scan to give. Or mail your gift to the church office. Thank
you for your generosity.
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