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HOLY COMMUNION

17th Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2026 - 10:00 a.m.

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that
of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work.
When God changes God'’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is
gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely
given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING
PRELUDE
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer Paul Manz
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in a spirit of prayer.
WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer Hymn 618

1  Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty
arm.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises, I will raise forevermore, I will raise forevermore.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11
"When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and
he did not do it.

“I But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. > He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I
fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow
to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. * And now, O LORD,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And the LORD said,
“Is it right for you to be angry?” ° Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the
city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what
would become of the city.

¢The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. ® When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” ' Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. '' And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30
?I'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. *If [ am to live in the flesh, that means

fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. I am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. ° Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, * so that, by my presence again
with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

7Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel * and in no way
frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. * For he has graciously granted you the privilege not
only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, *’ since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HoOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. > After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he
sent them into his vineyard. * When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay
you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing
around, and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?’ " They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” * When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” * When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. " Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. '' And when
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '“ saying, “These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.” ” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did
you not agree with me for a denarius? “ Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give
to this last the same as I give to you. > Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” ' So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY
There’s a Wideness in God's Mercy Hymn 588

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in God's justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is no place where earth's failings
have such kindly judgment giv'n.

2 There is welcome for the sinner,
and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.

There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;

there is room for fresh creations

in that upper home of bliss.

3 For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

But we make this love too narrow
by false limits of our own;

and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.

4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;

it is something more than all:

greater good because of evil,

larger mercy through the fall.

Make our love, O God, more faithful;
let us take you at your word,

and our lives will be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.



APOSTLES” CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

MEAL

OFFERING
ANTHEM “Amazing Grace~My Chains Are Gone” arr. Tom Fettke

Gifts may be placed in the plate or given by scanning the code on the back page. Thank you for your
generosity.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as
you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising
a finger to the communion server.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN
Lord of All Hopefulness Hymn 765

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:



be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace *F bless you now and forever.

Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Together in Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Preacher The Reverend Bonnie Gerber
Presiding Minister The Reverend Steve Wachtman
Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck
Director of Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson
Director of Faith Formation Noelle Fox
Assisting Minister Lynn Anderson
Lector Peg Steele

Communion Assistants Deb Bickford and Peter Ward



Ushers Chris Pryor and Doug Myser

Livestream Jared Forts

FLOWERS ARE GIVEN THIS WEEK BY:

Jody Passafume in celebration of Maegan’s birthday (9/16), Nathan’s
birthday (9/21) and to commemorate Curt and my anniversary (9/20).

GIVING

Scan to give. Or mail your gift to the church office. Thank
you for your generosity.
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