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HOLY COMMUNION

18th Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026 - 10:00 a.m.

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the
reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our
own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING
PRELUDE
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Diane Bish
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in a spirit of prayer.
WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of *F Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Hymn 807

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may [ still thy goodness prove.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,



safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;
let that grace now like a fetter
bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
prone to leave the God I love.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
' The word of the LORD came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge”? ° As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you
in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is
mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

»Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? ** When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed, they shall die. 7 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. > Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. ” Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

‘0 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your
ruin. *' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and
get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? ** For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13
'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. ° Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “ Let each
of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. > Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus, ° who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be grasped, “but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, “he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

’Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, '’so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, '' and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

> Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling,
" for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

> When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” * Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. ° Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, “Why, then, did you not believe him?” *° But if we
say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” > So
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.

*“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” * He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and
went. *’ The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he
did not go. *' Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said
to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom
of God ahead of you. **For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw
it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Hymn 517

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

APOSTLES” CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

MEAL

OFFERING
ANTHEM There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” — K. Staton
Gifts may be placed in the plate or given by scanning the code on the back page. Thank you for your generosity.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

1

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.

Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful

to your truth may we be found.

Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,

glad your summons to obey.

May we ever, may we ever

reign with you in endless day.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the

risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Hymn 545



The God of all grace F bless you now and forever.

Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Together in Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Preacher The Reverend Rebecca Grate
Presiding Minister The Reverend Rebecca Grate
Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck
Director of Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson
Director of Faith Formation Noelle Fox
Assisting Minister Celeste Chappell-Bates
Lector Beth Myser
Communion Assistants Mark Abell and AC Cochran
Ushers Herb and Janet Maxwell
Livestream Matt Fox

FLOWERS ARE GIVEN THIS WEEK BY:

Bill and Sue Eubanks in celebration of their 25" anniversary.

GIVING

Scan to give. Or mail your gift to the church office. Thank
you for your generosity.
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