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Loving the Church Family

Rev. Stephen Creech

Over the past few months, our church family has walked through some
very difficult seasons together. We have stood in long lines to offer our
love and respect to those who have lost loved ones. We stood beside
gravesides, shedding tears and sharing in one another's pain. We
have gathered around fellowship meals, offering comfort, encouragement, and support to those we
love.

In times like these, there are often no words that seem adequate. Sometimes the best thing we can
offer is simply our presence—a tear, an embrace, a listening ear, or a quiet reminder that no one
has to walk through grief alone. To our church family, thank you for being there.

Over the past year, we have lost a number of our members to death. This does not include the
friends of our church and family members who were also part of our lives and whom we have
mourned. Each of those we lost was a valued part of our church family, faithfully serving both our
church and our Lord.

As a church family, we grieve together. We share one another’s pain and suffering. When one
member of the body hurts, we all hurt. That is part of what it means to belong to a family. We
celebrate together the gift of life that God has given us, and yet we cannot help but feel a deep
sense of sadness when someone we love is taken from us.

Grief is a journey, and it is a journey we do not have to make alone. There is a process of
sharing, caring, comforting, and carrying one another as we walk through the difficult days of loss.

C. S. Lewis expressed this beautifully:

“I thought | could describe a state; make a map of sorrow. Sorrow, however, turns out to be not a
state, but a process. It needs not a map but a history... There is something new to be chronicled
every day. Grief is like a long valley, a winding valley where any bend may reveal a totally new
landscape.”

| want to personally thank our church family for walking through this process together—for
being willing to see each “new landscape” with one another and to remain present through every
step of the journey.

Thank you for every tear you have shared, every laugh that has brought a moment of joy, every hug
that has offered comfort, and every meal shared around a table during these difficult times. These
simple acts of love remind us of what it truly means to be a church family.

| would like to leave you with the words of our Lord Jesus from the Great Commission: “And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.” May we never forget that we do
not walk this journey alone. May we continue to love, support, and care for one another—
and may we always feel the presence of our Lord walking beside us.
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Grateful Hearts + Faithful Stewards Over the next three Sundays, we will

N — enter into our Steward§h1p Campaign

what you have decided in your heart for 2027—a special time to pause,

competion o o tovecn ot e | Teflect, and prayerfully consider all

that God has entrusted to us and how

we might use those blessings to further

= His work through Manor Memorial
United Methodist Church.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

Stewardship is about far more than money. It is about faith. It is about gratitude. It is about
recognizing that everything we have is a gift from God and asking how we can faithfully return
a portion of those blessings to Him through our time, our talents, and our financial resources.

We know that conversations about giving can sometimes be uncomfortable. Yet throughout
Scripture, Jesus spoke often about money and possessions—not because they are the most
important things in life, but because how we use what God has given us reveals much about our
hearts and our priorities. Scripture speaks of giving and tithing many times, reminding us that
generosity has always been an important part of a life of faith.

As we look toward 2027, I encourage each of us to spend time in prayer and ask, “Lord, how
are You calling me to give?” Rather than simply asking what we can afford, may we ask
what God is placing upon our hearts. May our giving be an expression of thanksgiving for God's
abundant blessings and a reflection of our trust in His continued provision.

The ministry of Manor Memorial United Methodist Church is made possible through the
faithful generosity of its members and friends. Because of that generosity, we are able to
worship together, reach out to those in need, share the love of Christ, and continue the mission
God has entrusted to us.

My prayer is that, during these coming weeks, we will approach stewardship not as an
obligation, but as an opportunity—an opportunity to worship God through our generosity, to
strengthen His church, and to make a lasting difference in the lives of others.

May we prayerfully open our hearts, trust God's guidance, and give with joyful and grateful
hearts as we look forward to all that God will accomplish through Manor Memorial United
Methodist Church in 2027.

“Annual Giving Commitment Cards” are available in the back of the sanctuary and in Farrow
Hall. We will collect these cards on October 18, 2026, Laity Sunday.



6 Week Bible Study :
MAKING SENSE
MULTI-CHURCH BIBLE STUDY OF THE BIBLE
STARTS OCTOBER 8TH
-1:00 P.M.
AT MANOR MEMORIAL

Who: This will be a multi-church Bible study and all are invited. Page UMC, Mount
Hermon UMC, Manor Memorial UMC and Luray UMC are all invited, as well as friends and
family from the community you choose to invite.

What: We will be studying the Adam Hamilton book, Making Sense of the Bible.
You can purchase your book from many online resources, either new or used.

Where: A big shout-out of thanks to Manor Memeorial UMC for agreeing to be our centrally
located host site for this study. They’re located at 9320 N. Congress St. New Market VA

When: Every Thursday starting October 8 -November 12 starting at 1 p.m.

How: The study will be broken into sections by chapter groupings: 1-7, 8-13, 14-18, 19-21, 22-
26 and 27-32. Each session will include a short video by the author, along with activities and
discussion.

Why: This is an opportunity for us to get to know our neighbors and to hear and discuss a wider
range of views and opinions than what is possible in our individual congregations alone.

Denominations from evangelical to mainline continue to experience deep divisions over
universal social issues. The underlying debate isn’t about a particular social issue, but instead
it is about the core of Christian faith: how we understand the nature of scripture and how we
should approach biblical interpretation. The world’s bestselling, most-read, and most-loved
book is also one of the most confusing. In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam Hamilton, one of
the country’s leading pastors and Christian authors, provides a guide for understanding the
Bible that addresses the hot-button issues that plague the church and cultural debate, and
answers many of the questions frequently asked by Christians and non-Christians alike.

Did God really command Moses to put gay people to death? Did Jesus really teach that
everyone who is not a Christian will be assigned to hell? Why would Paul command women
to “keep silent in the church?” Were Adam and Eve real people? Is the book of Revelation really
about the end times? Who decided which books made it into the scriptures and why? Is the
Bible ever wrong? In approachable and inviting language, Hamilton addresses these often
misunderstood biblical themes leading readers through a thoughtful Bible study to a deeper
appreciation of the Bible so that we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be
life-changing and life-giving.
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CHARGE CONFERENCE REPORT 2026

FOR

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY

For close to 50 years Manor Memorial has worked to
do our part to make sure everyone in our community
has enough to eat. Every month our 25+ senior
citizen volunteers are committed to helping those
less fortunate.

As a member of the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank
(BRAFB), our pantry can order USDA food items free
of charge. We are also able to purchase cases of
canned foods, shelf stable products and frozen meats
at greatly reduced prices. To help with these costs we
gratefully accept monetary donations from
individuals, businesses, and Civic organizations. In
addition, we continue to work with local businesses
to secure fresh eggs, bread, cheese, butter, fresh
seasonal produce and toilet paper. Among our local
supporters are Southern Kitchen Restaurant, Mt.
Zion Lutheran Church, and Jon Henry General Store.
We are blessed to have a strong collaboration with
our community and local businesses. The generosity
of our community makes our mission possible even
in challenging economic times.

The number of households (families) that attend our
pantry varies from month to month, but as you can
see on the attached chart, we are able to supplement
a lot of families with nutritious foods. During our
recent September distribution, the food pantry
served 63 households. The breakdown among the
age groups was 0-17 years — 38 children; 18-59 years
- 78 adults; and 60+ years — 48 senior citizens for a
total of 164 individuals.

It is our hope that Loaves & Fishes will be able to
continue to serve our neighbors in need of food
assistance for many years to come.

Manor Memorial

United Methodist Church
Food Pantry

Loaves & Fishes @ ‘

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry

Manor Memorial United Methodist Church

2025

October
November

December

2026
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

September

Total
Households
Served

77
100
88

Total
Households
Served

55
82
68
65
67
66
53
61
63

Total
Individuals
180
229
222

Total
Individuals

146
203
179
167
157
148
141
167
164
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Mercy and Outreach started our year with our
annual fundraiser- selling famous Turner
Sandwiches. This is our fourth year with this
project. Sandwich choices are Country Ham, Roast
Beef, Grilled Tenderloin. Each sandwich comes
with chips and a cookie. 201 sandwiches were sold
and our profit was $458.

In August, we began our annual service project of
collecting school supplies for a local elementary
school. In our fourth year of this project, the
largest amount of school supplies was donated
along with monetary donations that we used to
buy more supplies. Also, we provided dinner for 3
local schools on their Open House day.

We will complete the year by donating
Thanksgiving baskets to needy families,
completing 10 Christmas shoe boxes for Operation
Christmas Child, providing Christmas gifts as part
of the Adopt-a-Grandparent program for some
patients at a local nursing home, and making
Christmas treat boxes for members of our
congregation.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Sawyer
Chair of Mercy and Outreach

Sehedule lor Shenandoak Terrace (1) orship

October 11t" — Jim Douglas

October 18t — Monty Cox

November 8t — Darlene Wilkins
November 22" — Gordon Meriwether

Shenandoah Terrace and Manor Memorial have
partnered together to provide worship services for
residents twice a month. Each service lasts
approximately 30 minutes and includes a
message, singing, and/or music.

“Guide me in Your truth and teach me, for
You are God my Savior, and my hope is in
You all day long.” Psalm 25:5

October 5 at 6 pm - Monthly UWF
Dinner with UMM & Meeting
UWF will provide the meal: Casseroles,
salads, rolls, and dessert.
Casseroles — Debbie S., Donna M., and
Linda Bair

e Meatballs — Clara

e Rolls -

e Salads — Donna M.

e Dessert — Becky & Jane
Meet at 5:15 pm in Farrow Hall for
set-up.

UNIT ACTIVITIES

October 5 - 6 pm Monthly UWF

Dinner with UMM & Meeting
Election of 2027 UWF Officers

November 2 — 6 pm Monthly UWF

Dinner with UMM & Meeting
(UMM prepare meal)

Program: World Thank Offering

SHENANDOAH RIVER DISTRICT
UWF ACTIVITIES

October 1 — District Annual
Meeting, 7 pm — Zoom

October 24 — Conference Annual
Meeting, Shady Grove UMC,
Mechanicsville

December 7 & 8 - UWF
Christmas Meal, 12 Noon at
Camp Overlook, Keezletown

We welcome all women of faith and
invite you to join us at our monthly
meetings.

Donna Myers, UWF President
UWE Officers
President — Donna Myers
Vice President — Lana Cox
Secretary — Clara Chambliss
Treasurer — Debbie Creech
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The Manor Memorial United Methodist Men (UMM) have

remained active throughout the past year in support of the mission and ministries of Manor Memorial
United Methodist Church, the surrounding community, and the broader United Methodist Church. Through
regular meetings, financial contributions, maintenance projects, fundraising activities, fellowship events,
and community outreach, the UMM have continued to provide meaningful service and support.

Meetings and Organization

Regular monthly meetings were held throughout the year, except for March, when the regular
meeting was replaced by the Shenandoah River District United Methodist Men Fellowship
gathering hosted at Manor Memorial. Attendance at the regular meetings generally ranged from
14 to 19 members.

Each meeting begins with prayer and a devotional, followed by approval of minutes, a financial
report, business discussions, and decisions regarding upcoming activities and projects.

At the beginning of 2026, the following officers and board members were elected:
President: Tom Schaeffer

Vice President: Monty Cox

Secretary: Jay Munnikhuysen

Treasurer: Doug Loman

Board Members: Les Warr, Jim Douglas, and Virgil Trent

The UMM welcomed representatives from two organizations to our meetings. They were the
Society of St. Andrew and Heart's Haven. The representatives shared information about their
respective ministries and activities.

Financial Support and Contributions

The UMM continued to provide financial assistance to church ministries, community
organizations, and charitable causes. Over the past year, approximately $11,000 of contributions
and grants were distributed.

Church Property, Maintenance, and Service

UMM members continued to provide hands-on assistance to the maintenance and repair of
church property. These projects demonstrate the willingness of UMM members to contribute
both financial resources and labor to maintain and improve the church's facilities.

Fellowship, Outreach, and Community Service

The UMM sponsored and participated in numerous fellowship and outreach activities throughout
the year. For example, UMM provided a pancake and sausage breakfast for all local veterans;
provided three separate monthly community breakfasts; hosted the congregation for a Christmas
dinner; hosted a Shrove Tuesday dinner; provided breakfast after the Easter Sunrise

Service; hosted a dinner and meeting for the Shenandoah River District United Methodist Men;
and provided two separate meals for the local Rebels baseball team.

Fundraising Activities
Our fundraising activities include an annual dinner auction, six monthly chicken barbecues and
three pancake breakfasts.

Historical Projects
The UMM completed a couple projects intended to preserve and highlight the history of Manor

Memorial. An old church bell was restored and installed in a wooden display carriage. A
calligrapher was engaged to restore and highlight faded signatures on the original UMM Charter
certificate.

In Summary
The past year has been one of active service, fellowship, fundraising, and outreach for the Manor

Memorial United Methodist Men. The UMM appreciate the continued support of Manor
Memorial United Methodist Church and its members and look forward to continuing their
service in support of the church's mission.



209 g 2027 Offering Counters

It is now the time of year to recruit offering counters for 2027. If you are a current

counter and wish to continue, you need do nothing. You will be assigned to next year’s
list. If there are dates when you are not available, please let me know by the end of October. Guidelines
for counting are printed and you will be paired with an experienced counter. Counters typically serve
for 2-3 week periods during the year.

If you would like to volunteer as a counter, please contact Clark Myers at 703-489-2524,
myers.r.clark@hotmail.com, or on Sunday mornings.

I look forward to working with everyone in the new year. Thank you for your time and support.

2027 Liturgists

During stewardship month you have the opportunity to let the church know of ways you can serve the
Kingdom. Assisting with worship as a liturgist is one such way. The order of worship and scripture is
printed for you to follow. To familiarize yourself with the order of worship, Debbie Creech emails this
by Saturday and a copy is placed on the lectern.

Please prayerfully consider serving in this capacity in 2027. You may request a specific month or a 2-
Sunday period, which allows for a shorter commitment several times throughout the year. If there are
dates you are not available, let me know by October 31 before the schedule is confirmed. Our team is
very flexible and will cover for each other as needed. Please respond to Donna Myers at 703-489-0627
or tch4grd@hotmail.com. Thank you for considering this request.

CHARGE CONFERENCE
— MANOR MEMORIAL
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH
AT 3:00 P.M.

At Manor

Our church will be hosting the Central Region of the Shenandoah River District where 23 churches will
gather to hold their individual charge conferences. The church will be serving light refreshments. Let’s
show our district friends the extravagant hospitality our church is known for!

DISTRICT CONFERENCE - 107 CHURCHES
SATURDAY, DECEMVER 5TH 10:00 A.M.

Shenandoah River District will hold their annual District Conference at Manor Memorial this year.
All the churches in our district will be represented. The business of the district will be held during
this time. The Church will also be asked to provide light refreshments for this event.


mailto:myers.r.clark@hotmail.com
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Chesiroge and, {oga. 2
8:45 am. To 9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.pe.

.Teacher: Jessie Caffery = THIS IS NOT A SHENANDOAH PARKS AND RECREATION EVENT

SCENES FROM THE 2026 RUMMAGE SALE

Thank you everyone! We are so grateful for all the help in preparing for this event. At present, we have
collected over $5,100 as donations to the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry and to Response.




CALENDAR—OCTOBER 2026

Sunday, October 4th - World Communion Sunday

Monday, October 5th — 6:00 p.m. UMM and UWF dinner and meetings

Tuesday, October 6t"- 6:30 p.m. — Governing Board Meeting (Committee reports due for Charge
Conference)

Thursday, October 8t — 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelz!
Sunday, October 11t — 1:30 p.m. — Shenandoah Terrace — Speaker Jim Douglas

Thursday, October 15" — 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelzl
Thursday, October 15th- 1 to 5 p.m.— Food Pantry

Sunday, October 18" — 1:30 p.m. — Shenandoah Terrace — Speaker Monty Cox

Thursday, October 22nd - 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelzl
Sunday, October 25 — 3:00 p.m. Charge Conference for Manor Memorial. Also, the Central Charge
Conferences will be held at Manor. (23 churches represented)

Thursday, October 29th — 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelzl

CALENDAR—NOVEMBER 2026

Sunday, November 1st - Holy Communion and All Saints Day

Thursday, November 5th — 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelzl
Sunday, November 8th — 1:30 p.m. — Shenandoah Terrace — Speaker Darlene Wilkins

Sunday, November 8% — Pulpit Exchange. Rev. John Stelzl will be preaching at Manor. Rev. Creech
goes to Page UMC and Mount Hermon UMC.

Monday, November 9t" — 6:00 p.m. — UMM and UWF dinner and meetings

Thursday, November 12th — 1:00 p.m. - Multi-Church Bible Study (at Manor) Leader: Rev. John Stelzl
Thursday, November 19th - 1 to 4:30 p.m.—Food Pantry

Sunday, November 22"d — 1:30 p.m. — Shenandoah Terrace — Speaker Gordon Meriwether
Thursday, November 26 - THANKSGIVING

WEEKLY EVENTS

Chair Yoga at 8:45 a.m. meets on two Tuesdays in the month

Yoga meets in Farrow Hall on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.

Choir meets every Wednesday at 5:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary

AA meets in Manor Hall on Tuesdays and Fridays from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

PRAYER REQUESTS PRAYER REQUESTS
Jesse and Peggy Alger Melissa McCoy & Family
Nancy Allen and Family Donald Miller

Linda Borror Norma Miller
Matt & Marianne Branigan Jay Munnikhuysen
Kimberly — friend of Caroll Bill Rice
Douglas Carl and Sylvia Stewart
Tonya Crider Buddy Vest
Alvin Lambert




SYMPATHY IN NURSING FACILITES

Pat Brumback

HOME-LIMITED Nancy Cotton — Shenandoah Place, 50

Henry and Catherine Buhl Burkholder Lane, New Market, VA 22844

Juanita Durrett Vivian Myers — Shenandoah Place, 50 Burkholder

Lane, New Market, VA 22844

BIRTHDAYS

OCTOBER NOVEMBER 11-18 Pat Jenkins
10-03 Bruce Kipps 11-03 Neil Palmer 11-19 Amelia Hall
10-03 Sandra Weatherholtz  11-05 Lynda Estep 11-19 Matt Hinkle
10-04 Pam Steptoe 11-06 Carla Miller 11-21 Donna Linski
10-07 Helen Loman 11-07 Amber Walker 11-23 Donna Myers
10-08 Phil Finfrock 11-08 Stephen Creech  11-23 DeLois Warr
10-09 Nancy Hutton 11-09 Jim Kile 11-28 Lauren Abernathy
10-18 Peggy Harkness 11-09 Lily McCourt 11-30 Dave Hall
10-21 Harry Durrett 11-09 Zoe Walker
10-23 Patty Limbach 11-12 Jim Douglas
10-26 Dave White 11-14 Aliyah Ogle
10-28 Connie Maguigan 11-15 Valerie Heitchew
10-31 Justin Cox 11-17 Ken Burch

WORSHIP SERVER SCHEDULE FOR
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2026

Liturgists: Counters:
_ Oct 4 Jim Douglas & Monty Cox
October: Yvette Munnikhuysen Oct 11 Jim Douglas & Monty Cox

Oct 18 Jim Douglas & Monty Cox

Oct 25 Clark Myers & Carolyn Armstrong
Ushers: Nov 1 Donna Myers & Jay Munnikhuysen
Nov 8 Becky Schaeffer & Bonnie Good
Nov 15 Linda Burgdorf & Tom Schaeffer
Nov 22 Cherryl Hassler & Janet Kagey
Greeters: Nov 29 Clark Myers & Bonnie Good

November: Doug Loman

October: Jay Munnikhuysen
November: Frank Driver

October: Jim Douglas
November: Don and Sherri Erbaugh



SERMONS, SCRIPTURES AND HYMN SELECTIONS FOR OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 2026

October 4, 20206

19th Sunday after Pentecost

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

LITURGICAL COLOR: WHITE

SERMON: What Do You Fear?

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

HYMN UMH 361

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (1, 3, 4)

Matthew 21:33-46

HYMN UMH 467

Trust and Obey (1, 2, 4)

October 11, 2026

20th Sunday after Pentecost

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN

SERMON: We Soon Forget

Exodus 32:1-14

HYMN UMH 140

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Matthew 22:1-14

HYMN UMH 581

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service (1, 3, 4)

HYMN TFWS 2036

Give Thanks

October 18, 20206

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN

21st Sunday after Pentecost

LAITY SUNDAY

HYMN UMH 572 Freely, Freely
HYMN UMH 370 Victory in Jesus
HYMN TFWS 2223

October 25, 20206

Thei Will Know We Are Christians Bi Our Love

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN

22nd Sunday after Pentecost

SERMON:  Who Do We
Exclude?

Acts 10:44-48

HYMN UMH 57 0 For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (1, 2, 3, 7)
HYMN UMH 557 Blest Be The Tie That Binds (1, 2, 4)
HYMN UMH 503 Let It Breathe on Me

November 1, 2026

LITURGICAL COLOR: WHITE

ALL SAINTS DAY

HOLY COMMUNION

SERMON: Like Jesus!

1 John 3:1-3

HYMN UMH 712

| Sing a Song of the Saints of God

HYMN UMH 384

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (1, 2, 4

November 8, 2026

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN

24th Sunday after Pentecost

SERMON: Encourage

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

HYMN UMH 369

Blessed Assurance

HYMN UMH 715

Rejoice, The Lord Is Kin

November 15, 2026

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN

25th Sunday after Pentecost

SERMON: Warn You!

Judges 4:1-7

HYMN UMH 89 oyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (1, 3, 4) 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
HYMN UMH 399 Take My Life, and Let It Be
HYMN UMH 600 Wonderful Words of Life

November 22, 2026

LITURGICAL COLOR: WHITE

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

SERMON: What Did | Do?

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

HYMN UMH 131 \We Gather Together
HYMN UMH 581 Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service (1, 3, 4) Matthew 25:31-46
HYMN UMH 327

November 29, 2026

ICrown Him with Mani Crowns i1, 2, 4i

LITURGICAL COLOR: PURPLE

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SERMON: What Do You Need?
Jesus

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

HYMN UMH 196 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
HYMN UMH 171 There's Something About That Name 2X
HYMN UMH 382 Have Thine Own Way, Lord (1, 3, 4)
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