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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

Prelude                                                                                                               

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth.  Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the 

world and in our own hearts.  Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness 

strain our relationships.  Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt 

your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.  Restore our 

world and reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

September 13, 2026 | 10:00am 

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 

If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more about this community  

         and the ministries that Holy Shepherd is engaged in, please add your information  

on the clipboard located at the Information Center kiosk. You may add as much information 

as you’d like to share.  We look forward to getting to know you! 

Trusting God + Loving the World 

 

Trusting God + Loving the World 
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Opening Song        Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand                          ELW 441 

 

Oh, happy day when we shall stand, amid the heav'nly throng; 

and sing with hosts from ev'ry land 

the new celestial song, the new celestial song. 

 

Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come, and show himself as Lord, 

and thousands meet in their new home 

which Jesus has prepared, which Jesus has prepared. 

 

Oh, what a mighty rushing flood, of joy and love and peace 

will roll down over us with good 

and blessedness and grace, and blessedness and grace. 

 

O Lord, your grace is ev'rything; your love has made us free 

to stand among the saints and sing 

the glory that we see, the glory that we see. 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of Day 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of 

your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us 

to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Musical Offering                      Glory to God                                                 - Raney 

 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the 

prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured 

out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at 

baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know 

the power of his resurrection. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                       Isaiah 5:1-7 

 

1 I will sing for my beloved, my love song concerning his vineyard: 

     My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; 

  he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

  he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

  judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 
5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 

  I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 

  I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

    and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

  I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah are his cherished garden; 

   he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Reading                                                             Philippians 3:4b-14 

1[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 Yet 

whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press 
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on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 

not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 

goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                         Matthew 21:33-46 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then 

he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent 

his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and 

beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more 

than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, 

saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they 

seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of 

the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will 

put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 

will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 
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 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 

a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 

was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Song  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

+ Children’s Time + 

 

 

 

 

Message 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon 

 
 

Song                               My Lord of Light                                              ELW 832 

 

My Lord of light who made the worlds, in wisdom you have spoken; 

but those who heard your wise commands, your holy law have broken. 
 

My Lord of love who knew no sin, a sinner's death enduring: 

for us you wore a crown of thorns, a crown of life securing. 
 

My Lord of life who came in fire, when Christ was high ascended: 

your burning love is now released, our days of fear are ended. 
 

My Lord of lords, one Trinity, to your pure name be given 

all glory now and evermore, all praise in earth and heaven. 

 

Children’s Church 
 Children age 3yrs – 4th grade. 

After children’s message, meet 

the leader in back of church. 
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Prayers of the People 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 

confident that God hears us. 

 

Sung before and after all prayers 

 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace     
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  

Response… 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God:  Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
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Blessed are you, Lord our God, our Father in heaven, the Rock on which we build, the 

Dove alighting on us all. We worship you and sing our praises, today and to the end 

of the age.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, 
          hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 

Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Options for receiving Holy Communion

Please come forward to the front where the pastors are standing.  Come forward starting with the front pews, there 

will be no ushers. After you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and put your empty 

cup in the basket.  There are kneelers on each side where you are free to kneel and pray before you return to your 

seat.  Bread (gluten-free) and wine or grape juice (center of the tray) will be given to you with the words spoken: 

“The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor or let the usher in the back know. 

You are invited…  To bring offering forward during Holy Communion or before or after worship 

The offering is gathered in front of the church in front of the communion table (altar) where we are reminded of 

God’s gifts given to us in Christ and our response to these gifts. 

 

+  All Are Welcome at the Table + 
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Communion Song                                                                               ELW Setting 10 

 

                                            God the Sculpture of the Mountains               ELW 736 vs. 1,3,4 
 

God the sculptor of the mountains, 

God the miller of the sand, 

God the jeweler of the heavens, 

God the potter of the land: 

you are womb of all creation, 

we are formless; shape us now. 
 

God the dresser of the vineyard, 

God the planter of the wheat, 

God the reaper of the harvest, 

God the source of all we eat: 

you are host at ev'ry table, 

we are hungry; feed us now. 
 

God the unexpected infant, 

God the calm, determined youth, 

God the table-turning prophet, 

God the resurrected truth: 

you are present ev'ry moment, 

we are searching; meet us now. 
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Prayer after Communion 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 

life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  Make us living signs 

of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we 

pray.  Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing  
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song         The Church of Christ, in Every Age             ELW 729  vs. 1,3,4,5 

 

The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 

For he alone, whose blood was shed, 

can cure the fever in our blood, 

and teach us how to share our bread 

and feed the starving multitude. 
 

We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord; 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread his liberating word. 
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Sending 
Go in peace, God’s reign is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Leadership 

    Pastors .……………………………………………………....Julie Brooks, Kim Gonia 

   Pianist/Organist …………………………………………….................Chris Johnson 

   Readers ………………………………………………. Cloe Kella, Kevin Klinkerfues 

   Musical Offering………………………………………………………Chancel Choir 

   Communion Assistants ……………………………... Lisa Grimm, Barb Stannard 

   Greeters ……………………………………………………….… Pam & Dean Klenz 

   Usher ……………………………………….……………… John & Lee Ann Hufford 

   Altar Guild ………………………………………………………..…….. Susie DiPaolo 

   Children’s Church ………………………………………. Children’s Church Team 

   Worship Technology ……………………………………. Mike Madsen, Mark Lee 

   Fellowship (October 4th)……………………………………………. Set up:  Open 

                                            Clean up:  Ed Haynes, a few more helpers needed 

   Fellowship (October 11th)………………………………………………. Hart Family 

                                                                                     Clean up:  Helpers needed 
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WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES  

THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families.  Please leave the pew 

cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers & wheelchairs. 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are located at the sound booth located in the back of the sanctuary 

on the east side.  You can also download the app WaveCast Receiver which is designed for hearing 

aids with Bluetooth capability.  See our sound engineer Mark, in the sound booth if you have any 

questions. (Back of the sanctuary, SE corner). 
 

CANDLE STATION is available for candle-lighting. (In the back of the sanctuary). 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING (FELLOWSHIP) 

After worship, you are invited to get to know one another for the first – or 100th time, in the narthex 

(behind the sanctuary) or in the fellowship hall with coffee and snacks.  
 

 

OFFERING  

Your financial gifts support Holy Shepherd and its vision to nurture trusting 

relationships with God and with one another, along with its vision to 

engage in generous activities that serve to love the world as Jesus has 

shown us. Cash, or checks made out to Holy Shepherd, can be placed in 

the front bowl by the front pews on your way to communion. (Envelopes 

are available in your pews if you’d like.) You can also scan the QR code to 

the left and give through Tithely. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

KIDS 

Kids Zone (un- staffed) is available your family to use if you need a place to step out with kids 

during the service. It is located off the hallway west of the sanctuary and has a television 

available for watching the worship live-stream.    
 

Kid busy bags are located in the narthex (outside the sanctuary) and contain kid friendly 

items for families to take into worship.  Please return to the stand after worship. 
 

Children’s Church is offered after the kids, typically 3 years old to 4th grade, come up for 

Children’s Time with the pastor. This optional activity is during the pastor’s message and is led 

by an adult.  It is located in the room just through the nursery off the west hallway of the 

sanctuary. 
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