
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
                                8:00 & 11:00 a.m., Sunday, October 4, 2026 

 

 

Newcomers and visitors, we welcome you warmly. 
May you find here, by the grace of God, that which feeds your soul. 

May you leave here with a heart prepared to serve. 
 
 

 
 

The Feast of St. Francis & Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 5, 2025 

 
If this is your first time here, we invite you to fill out a Welcome Card  

found in the pews and on the Welcome Table in the courtyard. 
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The Word of God 
 
At the 11:00 a.m. service, our worship time together begins with a musical prelude. Thank you 

for observing a prayerful silence while we ponder the holy mysteries of the Eucharist and  
God’s presence amongst us. 

Voluntary (11:00 a.m.) 
Prelude in D-minor "Dorian," BWV 538                        Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Hymn at the Procession (11:00 a.m.)                      Hymnal, #400 
All Creatures of Our God and King 
Verses 1, 4, 5, & 7 only 
The people stand. 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Collect for Purity 
The following is said by all. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise            Canticle 13 
at 8:00 a.m., the following is said in unison, standing  
at 11:00 a.m., the following is sung, standing 
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The Collect for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the 
vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love 
of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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First Reading                               Job 39:1-18 
The people are seated. 
A Reading from the Book of Job. 

"Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 
Do you observe the calving of the deer? 

Can you number the months that they fulfil, 
and do you know the time when they give birth, 

when they crouch to give birth to their offspring, 
and are delivered of their young? 

Their young ones become strong, they grow up in the open; 
they go forth, and do not return to them. 
 

"Who has let the wild ass go free? 
Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 

to which I have given the steppe for its home, 
the salt land for its dwelling-place? 

It scorns the tumult of the city; 
it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 

It ranges the mountains as its pasture, 
and it searches after every green thing. 

 
"Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 

Will it spend the night at your crib? 
Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, 

or will it harrow the valleys after you? 
Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 

and will you hand over your labour to it? 
Do you have faith in it that it will return, 

and bring your grain to your threshing-floor? 
 
"The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, 

though its pinions lack plumage. 
For it leaves its eggs to the earth, 

and lets them be warmed on the ground, 
forgetting that a foot may crush them, 

and that a wild animal may trample them. 
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It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own; 
though its labour should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 

because God has made it forget wisdom, 
and given it no share in understanding. 

When it spreads its plumes aloft, 
it laughs at the horse and its rider." 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Gradual Psalm                   Psalm 121 
8:00 a.m. read responsively by half verse 
11:00 a.m. chanted by all, seated 

 
1 I lift up my eyes / to ' the / hills; * 
from / where ' is my / help ' to / come? 
2 My help comes / from ' the / Lord, * 
the / maker ' of / heaven ' and / earth. 
 
3 He will not let your / foot ' be / moved * 
and he who watches over you / will ' not / fall ' a-/sleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps / watch ' over / Israel * 
shall / nei'ther / slumber ' nor / sleep; 
5 The Lord himself / watch'es / over you; * 
the Lord is your / shade ' at / your ' right / hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not / strike you ' by / day, * 
—/nor ' the / moon ' by / night. 
7 The Lord shall preserve you / from ' all / evil; * 
it is / he ' who shall / keep ' you / safe. 
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8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your / com'ing / in, * 
from this time / forth ' for / ev'er-/more. 
 
Second Reading                          Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11 
A Reading from the Book of Acts. 

The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.  

 But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property; with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and 
brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why 
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the 
proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And 
after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” Now when 
Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 
heard of it. The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out 
and buried him.  

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land 
for such and such a price.” And she said, “Yes, that was the price.” Then Peter said 
to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the 
test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her 
beside her husband. And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of 
these things. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation (11:00 a.m.) 
The people stand. 
The cantor sings the alleluia; the congregation repeats; 

 
Cantor 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth: 
You have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
 
Repeat Alleluia 
 
The Holy Gospel                         Luke 12:13-21 
8:00 a.m. the people stand. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then 
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought 
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I 
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 
not rich toward God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon         The Rev. Kira Austin-Young 
The people are seated. 
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The Nicene Creed 
The people stand. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
Let us pray to God, who has made us one with all creation, and who calls us to be 
instruments of peace. 

For the Church throughout the world; for all who follow the way of Christ; and for all 
who, like Francis, seek to live simply, serve humbly, and proclaim the good news of 
God's love: that we may be instruments of your peace, 
God of all creation, hear our prayer. 

For the nations of the world, and especially for places torn apart by war, violence, 
hatred, and division; that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is 
injury, pardon, and where there is discord, union, 
God of peace, hear our prayer. 

For our city of San Francisco, that bears Francis' name; for all who make their homes 
here, and for all who visit, work, worship, or seek refuge here; for our neighborhoods 
and communities, our streets and parks, our shelters and schools, our businesses and 
places of gathering: that we may seek the flourishing of every person and the common 
good of all, 
God of this city, hear our prayer. 

For the poor, the unhoused, the hungry, and all who struggle to find a place in our 
communities; for those who are lonely or forgotten; and for all who live on the margins 
of society: help us to not turn away from suffering, but meet Christ in our neighbors 
and seek to be understood as we seek to understand, 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the earth and all its creatures: for the seas and rivers, forests and fields, mountains 
and deserts; for the birds of the air and animals of the land and sea; and for all 
creatures entrusted to our care: that we may receive the earth as a gift rather than a 
possession, cherish its beauty, and protect its fragile abundance, 
God of creation, hear our prayer. 

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; for those who face illness, grief, fear, or 
despair; and for those who have asked for our prayers, especially N. and those we 
name now, either silently or aloud: that where there is despair, we may sow hope; 
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy, 
God of compassion, hear our prayer. 
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For ourselves and for those we love: that we may be delivered from the desire to be 
served and instead discover the joy of serving; that we may seek not so much to be 
consoled as to console, not so much to be loved as to love, and that our lives may 
become instruments of your peace, 
God of love, hear our prayer. 

For all who have died, especially (N.) and those we name either silently or aloud, and 
for all the saints who have gone before us: that, having passed through death into life, 
they may rest in your eternal peace, 
God of resurrection, hear our prayer. 

St. Francis called the sun his brother, the moon his sister, and the earth his mother. 
With him, let us commend ourselves, one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 

Confession of Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel, as able. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
The people stand. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  

The Ministers and the People share the peace of Christ with one another.  
 

Greeting and Announcements  
The people are seated.  
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory Sentence 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. Ephesians 5:2 
 

Anthem at the Offertory (11:00 a.m.) 
I Am the Rose of Sharon        William Billings (1746-1800) 
Sung by St. Mary’s Parish Choir 

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valley. 
As the lily among the thorns, 
So is my love among the daughters 
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
So is my beloved among the sons. 
I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He brought me to the banqueting house; 
His banner over me was love. 
Stay me with flagons, 
Comfort me with apples, 
For I am sick of love. 
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I charge you, Oh ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field, 
That you stir not up, nor awake my love till he please. 
The voice of my beloved, 
Behold! he cometh, leaping upon the mountains, 
Skipping upon the hills. 
 
My beloved spake, and said unto me, 
Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
For lo, the winter is past, 
The rain is over and gone. 
 
-Songs of Solomon 2:1-11 
 
Hymn at the Presentation (11:00 a.m.)                     Hymnal, #593 
Lord, Make Us Servants of your Peace 
The people stand. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The people stand. 
 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you are greatly glorified in the assembly of your saints. All your creatures 
praise you, and your faithful servants bless you, confessing before the rulers of this 
world the great Name of your only Son. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Sanctus & Benedictus  
At the 8:00 a.m. service, the following is said by all. 
At the 11:00 a.m. service, the following is sung by all.  

 
 
The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
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shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Francis, all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
Agnus Dei (11:00 a.m.) 

 
 
 
The Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Blessing Of Pets Or Stuffed Animals (11:00 a.m.) 
If you desire your pet or stuffed animal to be blessed this morning, please bring them with you 
at communion time to receive a special blessing.  
 
The Communion 
All who desire to know God are invited to receive the consecrated Bread and Wine. Gluten free 
wafers are available upon request. You may partake of the Bread and Wine separately drinking 
from a common chalice, or you may intinct the Bread into the Wine. If you prefer to receive a 
blessing, please simply cross your arms over your chest. 

The people are seated. 
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Communion Music (11:00 a.m.) 
Beautiful Savior                               Trad. Silesian, arr. F. Melius Christiansen (1801-1955) 
Sung by St. Mary’s Parish Choir 
 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; 
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing. 
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 
-Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677, tr. Joseph Augustus Seiss 
 
Sending Of The Eucharistic Visitor (When Needed) 
In the name of this parish family, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts. Together 
we share in the body and blood of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body because we share one heavenly feast. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
The People stand. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
Hymn At The Retiring Procession (11:00 a.m.)           Hymnal, #528 
Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
 
Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Postlude (11:00 a.m.) 
Sonata no. 2: II. Allegro Moderato              Mendelssohn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 



 19 

Announcements at St. Mary the Virgin 

Welcome Visitors And Guests                October 3, 2026 
Thank you for wrapping your prayer with ours today. We welcome all that seek the Holy.   

St. Mary’s prays, celebrates, and serves our community and our neighbors as we strive to live 
as the body of Christ in the world. Check out the announcements at the back of the service 

bulletin for more ways to connect with us or email office@smvsf.org and we will stay in touch 
with you. We look forward to traveling this journey of faith with you.

Flowers Today 
Today’s flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Malaney Wood 
Johnides. 

 
Christian Education Formation 

T-K - 1st grade Classroom 
This year our T-K - 1st grade classroom will 
be using Godly Play, which focuses on 
making meaning through story, wonder, 
and play. This Sunday, we will be 
exploring the story of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Look out for a parent handout explaining 
the lesson that children can take home. 
Children will leave for Sunday School near 
the conclusion of the 9 AM service when 
the choirs process out, and go with their 
teacher to the preschool classroom. Please 
plan to pick up your child from the 
preschool room at 10:30 AM.  
 
2nd-5th grade Classroom 
This Sunday, the 2nd - 5th graders will be 
exploring the life of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Children will leave for Sunday School near 
the conclusion of the 9 AM service when 
the choirs process out, and will go with 
their teacher to a classroom on the 3rd floor 
of the Pixley House. They will be dismissed 
and brought to the courtyard at 10:30 AM.  
 

Blessing of the Animals and 
Feast of St. Francis 

Today, Sunday, October 4 
Sunday, October 4 marks the culmination 
of the Season of Creation when St. Mary’s 
will commemorate the Feast of St. Francis, 
the namesake of our city and the patron 
saint of animals and the environment. 
 Both humans and their pets, pet photos, or 
stuffed animals are welcome at the 9:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. as we offer gratitude 
for their companionship and bestow a 
special individual blessing on each pet, 
photo or stuffed animal.  The 8:00 a.m. 
service will remain animal-free for those 
with allergies or who would rather give 
thanks for the creatures of the earth while 
those creatures dwell elsewhere in God’s 
vast creation.  
 

Candlelight Concert Featuring 
Ellen Leslie & Brian Thorsett 

This Evening, Sunday, October 4 
Our next Candlelight Concert will be a 
presentation of Art Songs by David Conte, 
Ian Venables, Byron Adams, and the world 
premiere of a new song cycle by Eric 
Choate with poems by Edna St. Vincent 
Millay. Join soprano Ellen Leslie and tenor 
Brian Thorsett for an evening of intimate 
vocal music on Sunday, October 4th at 5:00 
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p.m. As always, Candlelight Concerts are 
free and un-ticked. All are welcome. 
 

SF Deanery Pilgrimages: 
Walk, Pray, Discover 
Saturday, October 10 

Solvitur ambulando: It is solved by 
walking. 

Join Episcopalians from across San 
Francisco for a series of four quarterly 
pilgrimages exploring the city’s Episcopal 
churches and neighborhoods. Each 
morning walk invites prayer, reflection, 
conversation, and community. Come for 
one walk or join the whole journey! 

Next pilgrimage: Saturday, October 10, 9:00 
a.m.–1:00 p.m. The Central Route is 
approximately 5.9 miles. 

Additional walks: December 12, February 
13, and April 17. Registration and details 
are available through Grace 
Cathedral. https://gracecathedral.org/sf-
deanery-pilgrimages/ 

Newcomer Coffee Hour 
Sunday, October 11 

New to St. Mary’s? Join us for coffee, 
snacks, and conversation at 10 a.m. in the 
Great Room, upstairs in Fowler Hall! This 
is a chance to meet other newcomers, get to 
know a few members of the parish, and ask 
questions about life at St. Mary’s. Everyone 
who is new or still getting settled in is 
warmly invited. RSVP to Rev'd Kira 
(kira@smvsf.org) 
 
 
 

Mural Anniversary Celebration & Forum 
Sunday, October 18th 

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the 
remarkable mural of the events of St. 
Mary's life in our front courtyard, created 
in 1966 by renowned fresco artists Lucienne 
Bloch and Stephen Dimitroff. 
 
On Sunday, October 18, at the 10:00 hour, 
we’ll celebrate this extraordinary work of 
art and its recent restoration. We’ll be 
joined by Lucienne Allen, granddaughter 
of the mural’s creators, and Samantha 
Emmanuel, an eminent wall-art 
conservator, who will help us explore the 
mural’s history, artistry, and restoration. 
 
Come celebrate this milestone and discover 
more about a beloved part of St. Mary’s—
and an important work of San Francisco 
public art! 
 

NEAT-Supported Migrant  
Publishes Book 

Sidi Mohamed Sid’Abba had to flee 
Mauritania because of the threats to his life 
by the extreme Islamic regime ruling the 
country. In a torturous route that took him 
from his African home through eleven 
countries on five continents and three cities 
in the US, he now has established a life in 
Canada. Along the way, he spent two years 
in San Francisco, where he was supported 
by the St. Mary’s-Sherith Israel Nueva 
Esperanza Accompaniment Team (NEAT). 
Sid now has self-published his inspiring 
personal story as an e-book, available for 
purchase on Amazon. From Desert to ICE: 
A True Story of Survival, Faith, and 
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Migration is a story of dedication, 
persecution, courage, and perseverance. 
And it includes an appreciation of the 
support of our interfaith NEAT in San 
Francisco. You can find no better 
introduction into the meaning and power 
of our witness than Sidi’s book. 
 
Access the e-book on Amazon for a fee by 
using the QR code below: 

 
 
Thank you, St. Mary’s, for supporting this 
living this witness of faith. 

 
NERT Basic Training at St. Mary’s 

Monday’s, October 19 – November 23 
St. Mary’s will host a free Neighborhood 
Emergency Response Team (NERT) Basic 
Training course this fall in the Great Room. 
Offered by the San Francisco Fire 
Department, the six-session course 
provides practical training to help 
individuals and communities prepare for 
and respond to disasters and emergencies. 

Classes will meet Mondays from 5:30–9:30 
p.m. on October 19 and 26, and November 
2, 9, 16, and 23. Topics include disaster 
preparedness, utility control and 
firefighting, disaster medicine and triage, 
search and rescue, disaster psychology, the 
Incident Command System, and hands-on 
exercises. 

All classes are free. Learn more and register 
at sf-fire.org/nert or contact 
sffdNERT@sfgov.org. 

Youth Group Adventure to  
Ghirardelli Square! 

All 6th-12th graders are invited to join the 
St. Mary’s Youth Group at Ghirardelli 
Square for sundaes on Sunday, October 4. 
Drop off is at 5:30pm at the green space at 
the corner of Larkin and Beach. We'll get 
ice cream, eat it, and walk back to St. 
Mary's in time for pickup at 7:30pm. Come 
with $10 to defray costs, and friends are 
always welcome! Note: Dinner will not be 
provided (unless you consider an ice cream 
sundae to be dinner). Please contact Mike 
Stafford (mike@smvsf.org) with any 
questions. See you then! 
 

Fourth Sunday Fellowship: 
               After the 11 a.m. Service 
We’re making the fourth Sunday of each 
month a special opportunity for fellowship 
after the 11:00 a.m. service. We’ll have 
some extra treats and snacks to enjoy 
together as we linger, visit, and welcome 
one another. 
 
Would you like to contribute on October 25 
or November 22? We’d love to have you 
bring a favorite baked good, fruit, or 
savory snack to share. To sign up or learn 
more, please contact Gloria Galindo 
at gloria.gtgg@gmail.com. 
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St. Mary's Holy Land Pilgrimage 
April 19-29, 2027 

Visiting the Holy Land is an exciting and 
formative experience for Christians. It 
allows scripture to come alive and invites 
an unparalleled opportunity of 
understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures 
and Christ’s time on Earth. 
Rev. David Erickson will be leading a St. 
Mary’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land April 
18-29, 2027. 
 
Information about the pilgrimage may be 
found on our website at smvsf.org/news/st-
marys-holy-land-pilgrimage   
 
For questions or to make a deposit, please 
email Rev. David at david@smvsf.org. 

 
Join Our Youth Acolyte Ministry 

We invite all young people in grades 4 
through 12 to join us as acolytes at the 9 
a.m. service that resumes September 13th.  
 
Youth acolytes are important leaders of our 
worship services. Scheduling is flexible; we 
know our youth and their families have 
busy lives. Training will be offered at times 
convenient for you. Please contact Debbie 
Veatch at veatchdl@gmail.com or            
415-244-3515 if you or your child are 
interested or have any questions. 
 

Register for Sunday School 
-Who: Children Pre-K - 5th Grade 
-When: Sundays, 9:45 AM - 10:30 AM 
(Children will depart with the children and 
youth choirs before the adult sermon at the 
9 AM service).  

-What: Through Sunday School, children 
are invited to grow in faith and discover 
God’s love through stories, play, and 
creativity. We can’t wait to learn and 
wonder together! 

Our program year kicks off on Sunday, 
September 13th. Even if your child 
attended last year or in the past, please 
register again as we are using a new 
system. You can fill out the registration 
form on our website. If you have any 
questions, please email Rev. Elaina at 
elaina@smvsf.org. 

You can scan the code below to be taken to 
the Sunday School registration form: 

 

 
Ongoing Weekly Offerings 

*Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
Please join us Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the 
room above the fountain in Fowler Hall for 
a time to time to breathe, center yourself, 
and feel God’s presence while silently 
being one in community. For those 
unfamiliar with Centering Prayer, our time 
will include a Breathing Meditation, 15-20 
minutes of silent prayer, followed by an 
opportunity for prayer requests and 
thanksgivings, and close with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Those who wish may remain for a 
time of sharing. Please feel free to contact 
Debbie Veatch at veatchdl@gmail.com or 
415-244-3515 with any questions. 
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*NEW LOCATION*  
Listening to Scripture, Sundays 10 a.m. in 
the Library  
What if Bible Study wasn't about finding 
the right answers but learning to listen? 
Join us Sunday mornings for a prayerful, 
contemplative approach to the Bible—less 
like a class and more like a conversation 
with the text, with God, and with one 
another.  
 
Together we read, wonder, ask questions, 
and make space for ancient stories to speak 
into our lives today. You don't need to 
know the Bible, prepare ahead of time, or 
have the “right” answers. Just come as you 
are, bring your curiosity, and see what you 
discover. Teens and Adults Welcome.  
 
Email David Hargis 
— davidhargis@gmail.com — for more. 
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We Pray For… 
 
PARISHIONERS, RELATIVES and 
FRIENDS 
Betty  
Theo Williams & Family  
Andy Hall & Family 
Vivian Davenport 
The Clark Family 
Sharon Ruiz 
Michael & Sarah 
Madeline MacDonald 
Eileen Connery 
Ramiro Calderon 
Cassie 
Jane & Pete 
Judith Goff 
Jaime & Dom 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED 
Wendell Berry 
Patrick Keifert 
Charles Fremuth 
Heather Gilbert 
Eva Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CONTINUING PRAYERS 
Please remember these individuals who have 
ongoing concerns in your personal prayers this 
week. 

The Community at the Heritage &  
      St. Francis 
Dani May  
Francis Kalani 
Rev. Amelie Wilmer 
Sandy Briggs 
Matt Sowick 
Peter Heaney 
David Schade 
Pam Bledsoe 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
Tel. (415) 921-3665    2325 Union Street, San Francisco, California   www.smvsf.org 

Church Office Hours:  
Tuesday through Friday 

9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Vestry 

Rick Darwin, Senior Warden 
Whitney Gough, Junior Warden 

Matthew Bartlett, Barbara Bernard, Amy Cebrian, Linda Connelly, Misha 
Cornes, Ray Hahn, Trey Hunter, Allan Jergesen, Liz Paxton,  

and Sandy Stadtfeld 
email: vestry @smvsf.org 

 
St. Mary’s Staff Directory 

All phone extensions are for  415.921.3665 
The Rev. David L. Erickson 

Rector david@smvsf.org x4 
The Rev. Kira Austin-Young 

Associate Rector  kira@smvsf.org x6 
The Rev. Elaina Jo LeGault 

Children and Family Minister  
elaina@smvsf.org 

The Rev. Kathy Guin 
Visiting Priest 

The Rev. Tim Smith  
Deacon  tim@smvsf.org   

Eric Choate  
Director of Music   

eric@smvsf.org  x7 
Jordan Riek 
Children’s Choir Director 

jordan@smvsf.org 
 

Clarissa Meija 
  Nursery Director  

clarissameija456@gmail.com 
Mike Stafford 
Youth Minister 

mike@smvsf.org 
 Nancy Svendsen  

Events Coordinator   
svendsensf@comcast.net, 

415.205.6787 
 Ashley Ryan  

Parish Administrator  
ashley@smvsf.org x3 

Alex Lei 
  Sunday Morning Sexton  
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Thank you for Joining Us 
at St. Mary the Virgin 

 

To visit our website, you may visit smvsf.org, 
or you can open the camera app on your phone 

and hover over the QR code below. 
 

 
 

New here? We’d love to get to know you.  
Scan the QR code below to tell us a little about yourself  

and how we can stay in touch. 
 

 
 

LITURGICAL STAFF 
The Rev. David Erickson 

Rector 
The Rev. Kira Austin-Young 

Associate Rector  

Eric Choate 
Director of Music  

The Rev. Elaina Jo LeGault 
Children and Family Minister 

The Rev. Tim Smith 
Deacon   

 

facebook.com/stmarythevirginsf       instagram.com/smvsf/     tinyurl.com/smvsf 

 2325 Union Street, San Francisco, California       

(415-921-3665)            www.smvsf.org 
 


