
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
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Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 
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PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
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People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
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is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
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Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 
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The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
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Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
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Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
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Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
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Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  
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the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
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Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
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celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
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bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
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the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
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Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
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is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
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Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 
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RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
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family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  

 
We celebrate the 21st Sunday after Pentecost, when 
the Holy Spirit came with sound and tongues of fire 
to empower the disciples and the church to continue 
the work of Jesus to unfold and evolve God’s 
Kingdom to form disciples of Jesus Christ who will 
“Love Boldly, Serve Joyously and Lead 
Courageously for the Transformation of the World” 
 
We welcome The Reverend Gabrielle Corbett.  
Gabrielle, as our guest preacher and presider over 
our Charge Conference. She is Lead pastor of Suffern 
and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, soon to 
be Living Hope UMC. Deeply committed to leaning 
into new ways of being church, she is passionate 
about making disciples who transform the world. 
Ordained in the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, she has served under appointment since 
2014 and gives time to the wider church as 
Meadowlands DCOM chair and full inclusion chair 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry. A graduate of 
Smith College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
she is now a Doctor of Ministry student at Northwind 
Theological Seminary. She is leading the 9 UMC 
churches in Rockland County to become a new 
powerful Cooperative witness to Christ for salvation, 
peace and justice. At home, she is kept busy and 
joyful by her husband, Matt, their children, Jesse and 
Georgia, 2 cats, 1 dog! 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
SERVICE 

 
COMPASSION PRAYERS 
Please keep in heart and prayer church members,                  
families, and friends who stand in the  need of prayer. 
You can find the complete list on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall.  (If there are additions, removals, or 
amendments to this list, please let Pat Williams know.)  
 
We pray for God’s Peace and Justice throughout our country and 
throughout this world;  such as the ongoing wars and conflicts 
between Israel and Palestine, Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Iran, 
our country and Iran, The Congo, Somalia and other parts of 
Africa, and other parts of our world. Global issues, such as, 
immigration, atomic energy, women and children abuse, active 
shootings, climate change, attacks on democracy, disarmament, 
food insecurity, the unsheltered, etc. 
 
If you didn’t bring your non-perishable food item to be donated to 
PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, this Sunday, and you would like to 
donate, bring it next week or see Francis Reid, coordinator, for 
more information.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
SPECIAL FUTURE PROJECTS: 
 
Next Sunday: October 25, 10am, we will welcome a brief 
presentation by Dilcia Suazo of Projector Faro, Acting 
Co-Executive Director of Proyecto Faro (Project Light House) in 
Stony Point, NY, leading the organization’s Legal Empowerment 
Program and community advocacy for immigrant rights. We will 
lift a special offering for this important work. 
 
Sunday November 1,  All Saints Sunday. We will remember and 
celebrate the “Saints” of our lives above with the calling of 
names and lighting of candles. We will also celebrate Holy 
Communion. 
 
Saturday, November 7, 4pm, Boots on the Ground is coming 
back!! Tickets available now! More information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
October 18, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Charge Conference Sunday 

 
                                                                                 
                      ENTRANCE 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                                                     “Digital DJ,” Jayon Anthony 
                                               
WELCOME                                                                                                                   Carole Anderson, Worship Leader 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: People of God, come into this place with open hands and open hearts. The Sower has gone out to sow— casting 
seed with a generosity that defies caution, calculation, and control. 

People: We come ready to receive the Word, even in the rocky places, even in the thorny places, trusting that God’s 
grace is never wasted. 

Leader: Today we gather as disciples of Jesus Christ, called to a radical way of living— where faith is not hoarded but 
scattered freely, where love is not rationed but poured out recklessly. 

People: We come to worship the God who sows possibility in every life, hope in every neighborhood, and justice in 
every season. 

Leader: As we prepare to enter our annual Charge Conference, we remember that ministry is not maintenance— it is 
mission, movement, and multiplication. 

All: Let us worship the Sower, the Christ who scatters grace with abandon and invites us to bear fruit that blesses 
the world. 

* OPENING HYMN                                             “Marching to Zion”                                                  UMH #733, vss 1,2,4                                                    
 
OPENING PRAYER AND CONFESSION 
Holy and generous God, You scatter your Word with a freedom that unsettles us. You sow seeds in places we would never 
choose— on hard paths, among thorns, in rocky soil, and yet you never give up on the harvest. 

Plant your Spirit in us today. Make us disciples who follow Jesus with courage, who risk love in difficult places, who 
serve our communities with joy, and who step boldly into the world to serve. Let this worship be good soil. Let our lives 
bear fruit. Let your grace take root in us. Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Sower God, we confess that we often prefer careful religion to the risky generosity of your kingdom. You scatter 
seeds everywhere, but we cling to what feels safe and familiar. You call us to radical discipleship, but we settle for 
comfort and convenience. You invite us to bear fruit, but we fear the cost of growth. 

Forgive us for the times we have hardened our hearts, for the moments when we have allowed thorns of worry, 
rocks of resistance, and weeds of self-interest to choke out your Word. Forgive us when we forget that discipleship 
is public not personal, that faith has civic responsibility and not civic conformity, and that loving our neighbor 
includes showing up— in worship, in service, and in the voting booth! 

Make us good soil again. Break us open. Turn us toward the light. Let your Word take root in us so that our lives 
may bear fruit worthy of your kingdom. Amen. 

  



SILENT MEDITATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                               
WORDS OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS, GRACE AND HEALING  
Hear the good news: The Sower never stops sowing. Grace keeps falling on every part of our lives— even the places we 
thought were too hard, too dry, or too tangled. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, you are restored, you are made new soil 
for God’s growing kingdom. 

The seeds of mercy have already taken root. The harvest of hope has already begun. Thanks be to God. Amen  
“In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Share this blessing with your neighbors. 
 
WELCOMING FIRST OR SECOND TIME WORSHIPPERS AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR GUEST PREACHER                                Bishop J 

SONG OF PREPARATION                            “My Life is in Your Hands”                                                   Jackie DeSouza 

*GOSPEL READING                                            Matthew 13:1-9                                                       Lisa Dawn Anderson 

 THE MESSAGE                                                  “Reckless Farming”           
The Reverend Gabrielle Martone Corbett, Lead Pastor, 

Suffern and Pearl River United Methodist Churches, 
Soon to become 

“The Living Hope United Methodist Church of Rockland County, New York.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

RESPONSE 
  
SILENT MEDITATION AND INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

             
PRAYERS OF COMPASSION/ PASTORAL PRAYER 
You are invited to lift names for prayers of celebration or concern; respond 
with “Thanks be to God/ Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers” 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, GIFTS AND OFFERING 
Reminder: People to People Food Ministry 
         Congers UMC now has online giving with Givelify:  
         go to https://www.givelify.com designate Congers UMC.  
         Or, use our QR code by pointing the camera on your cell phone to this image: 
 
OFFERTORY                                     “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                           UMH # 95  
                                                   

SENDING 
 
A Message From Our District Superintendent Rev. William Williams III, Meadowland District, Greater New 
Jersey Conference/UMC as we prepare for our Charge Conference today 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                   “You Are the Seed (Sois la Semilla) ”                                                 UMH #583     
 
*SENDING, DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING                                                                                                  Rev. Corbett 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                “Digital DJ, Jayon Anthony” 

Acolytes carry the Light into the world!  



Today’s Worship Team: 
Worship Leader: Carole Anderson 

Music:  “Digital DJ Jayon Anthony” 
Special Music:  Jackie De Souza 

Scripture Reader: Lisa Dawn Anderson 
Communications Coordinator:  Cheery Villaseñor 

   
  All October Birthdays! 
 
Welcome to Congers UMC. We are happy to have 
you with us. Join us for a time of food and fellowship 
after worship service in the fellowship hall. If this is 
your first or second time with us, please fill in your 
name, email address, and/or cell number in the 
“CongersUMC Connect Card” in the back of the 
pew in front of you. Kindly place it in 
the offering plates or give it to any 
member. You may also access this 
form digitally with our “Connect” QR 
code. We hope to see you again.  
*Please be aware that we use Facebook Live for our 
worship services. If you are uncomfortable being 
screened or having pictures taken of yourself or 
family members, please let our Communications 
Team (Cheery Villaseñor or Bishop J know).  
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