
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Reformation Sunday 
October 25, 2026  ·  10:00 a.m. 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out 
the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ 
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, 

we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 
H O L Y  T R I N I T Y  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

2001 Northwest Boulevard  ·  Upper Arlington, Ohio 43212 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP  

GATHER ING  

PRELUDE                                

A Mighty Fortress                                                                   Diane Bish 
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in a spirit of prayer. 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things 
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 
Built on a Rock                                                                                                                        Hymn 652 
 
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 
2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 



 Yet God who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 
3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 
 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
 granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 
 blessings upon them bestowing. 
 
4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
 Jesus the children is blessing; 
 hither we come to praise his name, 
 faith in our Savior confessing. 
 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
 making with us his covenant, 
 granting his children the kingdom. 
 
5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
 many may come to hear your Word, 
 who here this promise is bringing: 
 "I know my own, my own know me; 
 you, not the world, my face shall see; 
 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 
in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



WORD  

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the 
LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I 
will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING   Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is 
attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at 
the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who 
has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of 
works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
HOLY GOSPEL   John 8:31-36 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                                                               Hymn 504 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 



 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
… Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



MEAL  

OFFERING 
ANTHEM   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” – arr. C. Mueller 
Gifts may be placed in the plate or given by scanning the code on the back page. Thank you for your generosity. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.   Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server. 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION  
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound                                                                                  Hymn 779 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                                                                                         Hymn 597 
 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 
 than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
 no merit of my own I claim, 
 but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain 
 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
 all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 
 I rest on his unchanging grace; 



 in ev'ry high and stormy gale 
 my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 
3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
 sustain me in the raging flood; 
 when all supports are washed away, 
 he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 
4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
 oh, may I then in him be found, 
 clothed in his righteousness alone, 
 redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING  

BLESSING 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Together in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  

Preacher The Reverend Monte Stevens 
Presiding Minister The Reverend Monte Stevens 

Minister of Music Joshua Brodbeck 
Director of Equipping Ministers Laura Hudson 
Director of Faith Formation Noelle Fox 
Assisting Minister Abbey Bates 

Lector Karen Larson 
Communion Assistants Chris Pryor and AC Cochran 



Ushers Adam Wagenbach and John Gray 

Livestream Tim Rice 

F L O W E R S  A R E  G I V E N  T H I S  W E E K  B Y :  

P e g  a n d  G e o r g e  S t e e l e  i n  h o n o r  o f  l o v e d  o n e s .  
 

G I V I N G  

 

Scan to give. Or mail your gift to the church office. Thank 
you for your generosity. 
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