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PRESSING ON WITH
PASTOR DEB

[VISION STATEMENT}

W

Elm Grove United Methodist Church
is an inviting community who loves
God and loves spreading the good
news to all people.

MISSION
STATEMENT

W

To make disciples of Jesus Christ.

www.elmgroveumc.com
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One exciting milestone this year has been the formation of our Generosity (Finance)
Team. This dedicated group has developed both short-term and long- term goals that
will help us faithfully steward the resources God has entrusted to us. Their work
ensures that we remain focused on using our gifts to build God’s Kingdom and
support the mission Christ has given us.

Our Trustees are also hard at work caring for the buildings and grounds that have served
generations of ministry. Through both immediate improvements and long- range planning,
they are helping to preserve these sacred spaces so that future generations can continue to
worship, serve, and grow in faith.

As part of our commitment to faithful discipleship, | have been meeting with ministry leaders
to evaluate the effectiveness of our current ministries. We are asking important questions:
How well are we living out our mission? Where are lives being changed? What improvements
can help us better serve God and our community? These conversations are helping us identify
strengths, celebrate successes, and discern new opportunities for ministry.

| also celebrate the vision and leadership of our Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC).
Through a partnership with West Liberty University and support from a WV Annual
Conference Foundation Grant, we have launched several exciting initiatives, including the Elm
Grove UMC Mobile App, a redesigned website, livestreaming capabilities, and online giving
opportunities. These tools help us connect with people in new ways and extend our reach
beyond our church walls. More details on these initiatives can be found in this newsletter.

Perhaps most encouraging has been the opportunity to walk alongside members of our
congregation as they discover how God is calling them to serve. Over the past several months,
| have spent time helping people identify their gifts, explore leadership opportunities, and find
meaningful places of ministry. It is a blessing to watch God raise up new leaders and disciples
for the work ahead.

Through it all, we remain grounded in our vision: Elm Grove United Methodist Church is an
inviting community who loves God and loves spreading the Good News to all people.

As we celebrate 140 years of ministry, we also look toward the future. Plans and goals for 2027
are still being discerned, and we ask for your prayers as we seek God’s direction. Together, let
us honor the faith of those who came before us by courageously embracing God’s call for the
future.

With gratitude for our past, confidence in God’s present work, and hope for what lies ahead,
may we continue serving Christ faithfully as we step into Year 141 together. God is not finished
with Elm Grove UMC yet, and | look forward to journeying with you through the next chapters
of our story.
Pastor Deb
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CHOIR NEWS

TR EAY

THURSDAY MUSIC
CLUB

The Thursday Music Club is not
associated with our congregation,
other than to say there are four
members of our church that
participate every Wednesday starting
on September 9 from 10:00 - Noon.
It’s a wonderful group of ladies, about
25 in all, and we sing great songs that
thrill our audiences.

We will be preparing for our Christmas
Concert at the Char House on
Bethlehem Boulevard on December 3,
2026, at 11:00 AM. The organization
itself meets every first Thursday at
Char House for a program, meeting
and lunch. We have a great time.

If you wish to hear more about this
organization, let Anita Chops, Judy
Beaver, Alice Runkle, Peggy Laing, or
Sandy Loughman know. Come and join
us.

Anita Chops

8:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
9:45 SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

www.elmgroveumc.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL...

| “\\\\\\\\i\\\\m\ T |

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6

8:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
9:45 SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

www.elmgroveumc.com




Elm Grove United Methodist Church Winter 202

AND INDOOR YARD SALE...
AND TRUNK OR TREAT
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NEW WAYS TO CONNECT WITH

ELM GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Elm Grove United Methodist Church has several new ways to help you stay connected — at church, at home,
and wherever you go.

NEWLY REDESIGNED WEBSITE elmgroveumc.com

Worship information « Events « Ministries « Newsletters « Live Streaming « and more

ONLINE GIVING

Give securely and conveniently online anytime from your computer, tablet, or phone
while supporting the ministries of Elm Grove UMC.

Scan the QR code or visit eimgroveumc.com and select Give.
Enter your gift amount and choose the fund you would like to support.

Choose one-time or recurring giving.

Select your payment method and securely enter your information.
s yemery SCAN TO GIVE ONLINE

Review and submit your gift. You will receive an email confirmation.

DO | NEED TO CREATE AN ACCOUNT?

Mo. You can make a one-time or recurring gift without creating a Tithely account. Creating a free account makes future giving easier and lets you
save payment information, view giving history, and manage recurring gifts.

TEXT GIVING + Text GIVE to (855) 586-7852 and follow the link in the reply.

Prefer cash or check? Online giving is simply an additional option. You may continue giving by cash or check.

ELM GROVE UMC MOBILE APP

Stay connected wherever you go!

o Scan the QR code with your phone's camera.

o Follow the link to download the Elm Grove UMC app.

° Install the app and start exploring!

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD
THE APP

THE ELM GROVE UMC APP

LIVE STREAMING
Worship with us from wherever you are!

Can't join us in person? Watch Sunday worship at 11am live at elmgroveumnc.com by selecting Watch Live, or tap Watch in the Elm Grove UMC mobile
app.

ELM GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH elmgroveumc.com

www.elmgroveumc.com



October 2026

SUNDAY

B:30 am — D:30 am
Worenlp Senvice

3:45 am
- 10000 am
Bell Choir Practica

5:45 am
— 10:45 am
Zunday School

11:00 am
- 1200 pm
WorERIp Senvice

1

B:30 am — 2:20 am
Worshlp Senvice
5:45 am

— 10200 am

Bl Chiir Practice

5:45 am
- 10:45 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
— 12200 pm
Worshlp Senvice

18

B:30 am — 2:20 am
Worshlp Senvice

3:45 am
— 10000 am
Bl Cholr Practice

5:45 am
- 10:45 am
Sunday Schoal

11:00 am
—12:00 pm
Worshlp Senvice

&:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Trumk ar Treat

25

B:30 am — 2:30 am
WorsRlp Service

3:45 am
— 10200 am
Bl Chodr Practicea

5:45 am
— 10:45 am
Sunday Schaal

11:00 am
- 1200 pm
WorsRlp Service

MONDEY

5

1200 pm — 300 pm
Lals’s Stitches of
‘Caring

12

1200 pm — 500 pm
Lols's Stitches af
Caring

10:00 &m
— 12:00 pm
AMP

1200 pm — 200 pm
Lals’s Stsches of
‘Caring

1200 pm — 200 pm
Lols's Staches of
‘Caring

TUESDAY

g
£:00 pm — 7:00 pm

Adminisirative
Counch

13

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Trustees Meating

T

WEDNESDAY

£:00 pm — 7-00 pm
Gin Scouts

£:30 pm — 730 pm
Choir Practice

14

10:00 am
- 1200 pm
Thursday Musk:
Club

£:30 pm — 730 pm
Choir Pracfice

21

£:30 pm — 730 pm
Choir Practice

28

€230 pm — 7:30 pm
Choir Praciice

THURSDAY

&:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Bibile Shudy

10000 am

— 11100 am
United Women in
Falth

£:00 pm — 7:00 pm

Bibile Sty
15
10200 am
—200pm
CCARSE
5:00 pm - €00 pm
Embrace Worship
£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bibile Sty
22

£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Sty

3

£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Sty

4:30 pm - 700 pm
Indoor Yard Sale

9200 am - 1:30 pm
Indoor Yard Sale

17

830 am
— 12:00 pm
Iney's Pre-Loved
Boutigue

10:00 am
— 12:00 pm
Food Paniry

11:00 am

— 12:00 pm
Free Community
Lungh




November 2026

SUNDAY

&:30 am — 3:30 am
Worship Sarvice

9:45 am — 10000 am
Bl Chalr Praciice

5:45 am — 10:45 am
Surday Schoal
11:00 am

- 12:00pm
Worship Sarvice

B
8:30 am — 9:30 am
Wership Sarvice

.45 am — 10:00 am
Bell Chalr Praciice

5:45 am — 10045 am
Sunday Schoal

11:00 am
- 12:00 pm
Worship Sarvice

15
E:30 am — 9:30 am
Warship Sarvice

5:45 am — 10000 am
Bl Chalr Praciice

5:45 am — 10245 am
Surday Schoal

11:00 am
—12:00 pm
Wership Sarvice

22

8:30 am — 3:30 am
Warship Sarvice
5:45 am — 10:00 am
Ba2ll Chalr Prasdics

5:45 am — 10045 am
Sunday Schodl
11:00 am

— 12:00 pm
Waorship Sarvice

25
8:30 am — 9:30 am
Waership Sarvice

3:45 am — 10000 am
Bell Chalr Praciice

5:45 am - 10:45 am
Sunday Schoal
11:00 am

- 12:00 pm
Worship Sarvice

MONDAY TUES D&Y

1200 pm — 3:00 pm
Los's Stitches of
Caring

&:00 pm — 7200 pm
Administratiee

a 10

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Trustees Meeting

1200 pm — 3:00 pm
Lods's Stitches of

Caning

16 17

10:00 am
— 12200 pm

1200 pm — 300 pm
Loiss Siiiches of
Caring

1200 pm — 3:00 pm
Loiss Sfitches of

1:00 pm — 300 pm
Lols's Sitches of
Caring

WEDNESDAY

4

&00 pm — 700 pm
&N Scouts

&30 pm — 730 pm
Choir Practice

10:00 am
—12:00 pm
Thursday Muslc

&3 pm — 730 pm
Choir Practice

18

&00 pm — 700 pm
&N Scouts

€30 pm - 7:30 pm
Cholr Practice

25

€30 pm - 7:30 pm
Choir Practice

THURSDAY

&:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Eible Stuty

10200 am
= 11200 am
Uniked Women In

&:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Study

10:00 am — 2:00 pm
OCARSE

5:00 pm — :00 pm
Emibrace Warship

&:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Stuty

&:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Sty

FRIDAY

20

T

SATURDAY

H

8:30 am — 12:00 pm
Iney's Pre-Laved
Soutlgue

10:00 am
—12:00 pm
Food Paniry

11200 am
— 1200 pm
Fre= Community
Lunch




December 2026

SUNDAY

B:30 am — 030 am
Worship Senvice
5:45 am

— 10200 am

Ball Cholr Practics

5:45 am
- 10:45am
Sunday School

11200 am
— 1200 pm
Worship Senvice

13

B:30 am — 030 am
Worship Senvice
5:45 am

— 10200 am

Bell Cholr Practice

5:45 am
—10:45 am
Sunday Scheol

11:00 am
— 1200 pm
Worship Senvice

B:30 am — 930 am
Worship Senvice
5:45 am

— 10200 am

Bell Choir Practice

5:45 am
— 1045 am
Sunday School

11:00 am
— 1200 pm
Worship Senvice

a7

B:30 am — 030 am
Worship Senvice

3:45 am
= 10000 am
Bl Choir Practice

5:45 am
- 10045 am
Sunday Scheol

11200 am
— 1200 pm
Worship Senvice

MONDAY

1:040 pmi — 3:00 pm
Lols’s Stitches af
Caring

14

1200 pami — 2:00 pmi
Lols's Stisches af
Caring

10:00 &m
—1Z:00 pm
AMP

1:00 pami — 2:00 pm
Lols's Stiches af
Caring

1:040 pmi — 3:00 pm
Lole’s Stitches of
Caring

TUESD&Y

£:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Adminisirative
Councll

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Trustzes Mesting

22

WEDNESDAY

£:00 pm — 7200 pm
Gin Scouts

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Cholr Praciice

10:00 am
- 12700 pm
Thursday Music
Club

£:30 pm — 7-30 pm
Choir Praciice

&:00 pm — 700 pm
Gin Scouts

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Choir Praciice

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Cholr Praciice

£:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Choir Practice

THURSDAY

£:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Bible Shudy

0

10200 am

— 1110 am
Unitzd Women In
Faith

£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Shudy

7

10:00 am
—Z00pm
CCARSE

5:00 pm — &:00 pm
Embrace Worship
£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bible Shudy

£:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Bibie Shudy

FRIDAY

1

18

SATURDAY

B30 am

—12:00 pm
Inay's Pre-Laved
Boutique

10:00 am
—12:00 pm
Food Paniry

1100 am
—12:00 pm
Free Community

12

13
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I
BIRTHDAYS
October Novembper December

Folmar, Thomas (39) 10/03
Dague, Bill (59) 10/06
Folmar, Reese (32) 10/07
Lucas, Doug (52) 10/07

Laing, Peggy (80) 10/09
Beresh, Savannah (25) 10/12
Muldrew, Daniel (35) 10/14
Muldrew, David (75) 10/14
Thorngate, Braxton (39) 10/15
Bayza, Sam (79) 10/16
Beabout, Sandy (82) 10/21
Estep, Linda (70) 10/26
Hazlett, Patty (59) 10/26
Kent, Cheyenne (29) 10/28
Shipley, Doug (74) 10/28
Gibson, Mary Jean (79) 10/29
Harvilla, Christine (49) 10/29
Dunn, Christopher (33) 10/31

Beisner, Shalyn (25) 11/01
Whitecotton, Susi (82) 11/03
McFarland, Hailey (21) 11/04
Kent, Kelly (55) 11/06

King, Gary (73) 11/14

Davis, Frank (75) 11/18
Lucas, Doug (30) 11/18
Whitecotton, Doug (56) 11/18
Morgan, Brandy (52) 11/26
Morgan, Randy (52) 11/26
Cottrell, Hunter (26) 11/28
Higley, Jr Lyle (80) 11/29

Beaver, Judy (78) 12/01
Folmar, Donna (63) 12/04
Rush, Barbara (76) 12/04
Martin Jr., Don (64) 12/05
Estep, Doug (68) 12/07
Bayza, Rose Mary (84) 12/11
Fish, Karen (62) 12/15
McCullough, Dylan (32) 12/18
Runkle, Alice (81) 12/18
Henderson, Kayla (33)12/21
Dunn, Tanaka (61) 12/23
Kimpel, Benjamin (34) 12/27
Folmar, Evelyn (13) 12/29

FALL WORSHIP SCH EDULE
Oct 4 - 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM Services
World Communion Sunday

Oct 25 - ONE SERVICE at 11:00 AM
Celebration 140 Years of Ministry

Nov1l-8:30 AM and 11:00 AM Services

All Saints Sunday

Nov 22 - ONE SERVICE at 10:00 AM
followed by covered dish lunch and the Sweet Auction

ANNIVERSARIES

o1 (34)

" 1a/280 yp ¢

www.elmgroveumc com
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I

LOIS'S STITCHES 140 Years of Faith, Family,
OF CARING and Fellowship

Join us as we celebrate 140 years of ministry
at EGUMC
Date: October 24 5:00 - 7:00 PM
OPEN HOUSE on the main floor of church
Gathering, fellowship, hors d’oeuvres

We will be having a bake sale table on
October 2 & 3. Come hungry!

Have you been wondering what the ladies of
Lois! Stitches of Caring have been working
on for the last nine months? Come to church
on November 8 to see what we have created.
We will be having our annual hat and scarf
sale on Sunday, December 13 at both
seryices. Hats and scarves will be $5.00 each
and the sets will be $8.00.

Come join us on Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00
PM. We'd love to see you there.

Karen Mulgrew

October 25 11:00 AM Worship
Followed by catered lunch

Catered lunch tickets ($20 each) can be
purchased Sept 27- Oct 18 after
worship or through the church office 304-242-
1206

Tee shirts can be purchased now through Oct
4 after worship or through the
church office. Cost is $15-$17 depending on
size

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS

The UWIF started the Fall Season with our monthly programs on the 2nd Thursday at
12:00 noon. We each bring our own lunch and a hostess for each month brings a dessert
and refreshment.

During the meeting, we have a devotion given by Nancy McCord, a program given by one
of our members, and a business meeting, telling us what is coming up in the way of a
fundraiser, and a contribution to a local mission concern. We have fellowship with one
another, which we all enjoy. Coming up in October, our program will be given by Peggy
Laing, entitled GRACE, NOT PUNISHMENT. In November, we have our World Thank offering
program given by Alice Runkle and Judy Beaver will do our Pledge Service for 2027. In
December, we will have some party time with our annual CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON.

We would love you to join us. Please see one of our members if you have any questions.
Our vision is TURNING FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE INTO ACTION ON BEHALF OF WOMEN,
CHILDREN AND YOUTH AROUND THE WORLD. Who wouldn’t want to be a part 2
Anita Chops, and Judy Beaver, co-presidents

CONTACT US

Elm Grove United Methodist Church
125 Kruger Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-242-1206
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= CELEBRATING 44~ ngil

14078

OF FAITH, FAMILY,"
AND FELLOWSHIP _=

T P T

5 Join us ag we celebrate <~ - Dhoase RSV P~
140 years of God's faithfulness through the . :

ministry of Elm Grove United Methodist Church. Help us plan for a wonderful weskend
} of eelebration!

Whether you've been here every Sunday or
it's been many years since you've walked
through our doors, we'd love to welcome
you home for a special Homecoming
Open House filled with memories, "%
fellowship, and gratitude. -

Py, - vt e : F y
% HOMECOMING OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND <%

SUNDAY, OGCTOBER 25, 2026

Ene Service y

@ REVP anline: at elmgroveumc.com

Call the church office
{304) 243-1208

@ Email us at flmgroveumafeameast net -

Il SATURDAY, (MCTOBER 24, 2026

Opere Fouse

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 11:00 AM
C0me Teconnect, Teminisce, Followed by a
and celebrate with friends and family. catered lunch and fellowship.

125 Kruger 5t.
55‘5’ Wheeling, WV 26003

Q)
&giz ELM GROVE Y (304) 2421206

umrrm r.mram:ummlum:n
fh]lg TS LIITC, COHT
as‘r laa& Eelmgroveumaeomecast.net
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I

THE SHEPHERD MINISTRY

Caring For Our Flock

At Elm Grove United Methodist Church, we
believe that being part of a church family
means caring for one another- not just on
Sunday mornings but throughout all the
seasons of life. Our Shepherd Ministry was
created to help make sure no one in our church
family gets lost in the shuffle.

Each active member of our congregation is
assigned to one of our volunteer Shepherds.
Their role is simple but important: to help
watch over our flock and stay connected. Our
shepherds reach out regularly with a card, text,
phone call, or brief visit just to say hello and let
you know you are being thought of. They
remember birthdays and anniversaries, offer
care and support following a death or difficult
time, and check in when someone hasn’t been
in church for a few weeks.

Sometimes the greatest gift we can give
someone is letting them know, “We care. We
noticed. You are not alone.” Life gets busy and
it can be easy for people to fall through the
cracks or get lost in the day-to-day shuffle.
There are also times when someone may need
a little extra care, help, or prayer but may not
feel comfortable asking for it. A caring
shepherd reaching out can open that door. The
Shepherd Ministry is one small way we can live
out Christ’s call to care for one another and
make sure every member of our flock knows
they are seen, they are valued, and they are
loved.

If you are currently not connected to a

shepherd, please contact the church office. If

you have a heart for caring for others and WORSHIP SERVICE
would be interested in becoming a shepherd,,

we would love to hear from you. Please contact ATTEN DANCE

the church office to learn more. May the Lord
bless you and keep you!

Kelly Kent July5 27 45 Aug2 25 48 Sept6 30 35
July12 66 oneservice Aug9 27 46 Sepl1l3 25 45
July 19 31 42 Aug 16 27 56 Sept20 31 38
July 26 26 54 Aug?23 31 53
Aug 30 68 picpi

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

www.elmgroveumc.com
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UNITED
METHODIST MEN

£«

Embrace, a worship service for
people with disabilities, continues to
meet on the third Thursday of each
month at 5:00 p.m.

Embrace is a safe and welcoming
place to worship God in the way that
is meaningful to each person. Each
gathering includes worship, music,
crafts, snacks, and fellowship.

It has been a joy to watch the Embrace
family grow and to see those who attend
become more open, engaged, and full of
smiles.

Thank you to our dedicated Embrace
Team and for your continued prayers
and support as this ministry.

Pastor Deb

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

The chicken dinner was a huge success.
Thanks to all who contributed- the cooks
and the bakers, the ticket sellers, buyers
and the ticket takers, the dining room help
and the kitchen help, the shoppers and
the cleaners, set up and tear down, and
anyone else who helped in any way. Thank
you!!

In November, we will have the Susie Hewitt
Memorial Sweets Auction. It will be on
Sunday, November 22 - that's the Sunday
before Thanksgiving and is the perfect
opportunity to get your rolls and desserts
fofdkhanksgiving dinner. Please consider
donating pies, cakes, candy, rolls, and/or
cookies to be auctioned. There will be one
service (time to be announced) followed
by a covered-dish lunch. Then the fun
begins.

Along with the auction, there will be a
Chinese Auction. So please donate a
basket, plant, gift card, etc. for the
Chinese Auction.

December gives you the opportunity to
participate in the non-poinsettia sale - you
can make a donation to Conference
Apportionment in memory or in honor of a
loved one. The list will be in the bulletin at
the Christmas Eve service.

Susi Whitecotton

www.elmgroveumc.com
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HOITDAY WORSH1P SCHEDUIE
DEC 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT 7:00 PM_
DEC 27 - ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 AM

’ JAN 3 - ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 AM_

¥

AND SHE WILL HAVE A SON, AND YOU ARE TO NAME HIM JESUS,
FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.
MATTHEW I:21

Sparks Team- Danielle Seabright, Bill Daniel, and Luke from RSQP Print & Design
Please send all submissions to Danielle at dseabright@gmail.com
by the 15th of the month prior to printing.
Sparks prints quarterly.
Winter Jan-Mar, Spring Apr-June, Summer July-Sept, and Fall Oct-Dec

Thank you to all our contributors, especially Sandy Beabout and Linda Beisner for labeling and mailing the
newsletters, and Becky McCullough for placing the digital copy on the website.

www.elmgroveumc.com
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