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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

Prelude                                                                                                               

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose 

compassion never slumbers.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Holy God, we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your 

invitation.  We turn inward and forget to care for your beloved.  We trust the voice of 

our shame and fear, which keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you and 

others. We are not awake to the coming of your reign.  Rouse us and rescue us, that 

we may enter into your joy.  Amen. 

 

Inherit the riches of God’s grace.  ☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his 

mercy.  You are forgiven.  Blessed are you. 

 
 

 

 

September 13, 2026 | 10:00am 

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 

If you are a guest and are interested in knowing more about this community  

         and the ministries that Holy Shepherd is engaged in, please add your information  

on the clipboard located at the Information Center kiosk. You may add as much information 

as you’d like to share.  We look forward to getting to know you! 

Trusting God + Loving the World 

 

Trusting God + Loving the World 
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Opening Song                   Rejoice, Rejoice Believers                    ELW 244 vs. 1,2,4 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising, and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

The watchers on the mountain, proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches, with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption, that sets your people free! 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of Day 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your 

Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching & song 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one 

another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish 

bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our 

midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                    Amos 5:18-24 

 
18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light, 

  19 as if someone fled from a lion 

  and was met by a bear 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 

 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them, 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

 24 But let justice roll down like water 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 Scripture Reading                                                                                    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 

him those who have died. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 

those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                         Matthew 25: 1-13 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young 

women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 

foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 

them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, 

‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those young women 

got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 

for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 

went with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other 

young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 

you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor 

the hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Song  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (3x) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

+ Children’s Time + 

 

 

 

Message 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon 
 

 

Song                       Light Dawns on a Weary World                                 ELW 726 

 

Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see, all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes. 
 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 

the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread, and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: 

the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 
 

Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: 

the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 

Prayers of the People 

Children’s Church 
 Children age 3yrs – 4th grade. 

After children’s message, meet 

the leader in back of church. 
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United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

 

Sung before and after all prayers 

 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, 

in the name of Jesus, your beloved.  Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace     
May the peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. From age to age your creation sings your praises. 

You feed even the birds of the air, and you clothe the fields with lilies. You gave your blessing 

to Abraham and his descendants, and you spoke with Moses, Elijah, and David. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God:  Blessed are you, Lord our God. 

  

You fulfilled your covenant with us in Jesus. He is Emmanuel, your beloved Son, the star that 

guides us to wisdom, the treasure hidden in a field. He is the landowner who overpays the 

workers, the judge who separates good from evil. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God:  Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
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For us he lived, for us he died, for us he rose to eternal life. Then and now he invites us to your 

banquet. 
 

On the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

We hear his call, we repent our ways, and we enter with joy into the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God:  Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit here on your gathered disciples. Make of this meal the body and blood 

of forgiveness. Heal us and grant us your righteousness, that we may love you and serve our 

neighbors. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God:  Blessed are you, Lord our God. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, our Father in heaven, the Rock on which we build, the Dove 

alighting on us all. We worship you and sing our praises, today and to the end of the age. 

Amen.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, 
          hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 

In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. 

Come, receive what Christ has prepared. 
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Communion Song                                                                               ELW Setting 10 

 

                                                     When Peace Like a River                                       ELW 785 
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Refrain 

It is well (it is well), with my soul, (with my soul) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Options for receiving Holy Communion

Please come forward to the front where the pastors are standing.  Come forward starting with the front pews, there 

will be no ushers. After you have received communion please exit by the side aisles and put your empty 

cup in the basket.  There are kneelers on each side where you are free to kneel and pray before you return to your 

seat.  Bread (gluten-free) and wine or grape juice (center of the tray) will be given to you with the words spoken: 

“The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.” 

If you would like communion served in the pew, please signal to a pastor or let the usher in the back know. 

You are invited…  To bring offering forward during Holy Communion or before or after worship 

The offering is gathered in front of the church in front of the communion table (altar) where we are reminded of 

God’s gifts given to us in Christ and our response to these gifts. 

 

+  All Are Welcome at the Table + 
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Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 
 

He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 
 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 
 

Prayer after Communion 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal.  You continuously 

seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly.  Now send us out, 

awake to your presence, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world. 

Blessing  

The holy Trinity, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome 

the reign of God, today and always.  Amen. 
 

Sending Song                     Blessed Assurance                                          ELW 638 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
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Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 

Sending 
Go in peace. Encourage one another. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Leadership 

    Pastors .……………………………………………………....Julie Brooks, Kim Gonia 

   Pianist/Organist …………………………………………….................Chris Johnson 

   Reader …………………………………………………………………… Jon Johnson 

   Communion Assistants ………………………..….. Susan Linner, Barb Jacobson 

   Greeters ……………………………………………….……. Tom & Jeanette Teske 

   Ushers ……………………………………….…………….. John & Lee Ann Hufford 

   Altar Guild …………………………………..…… Joan & Lynden Meister-Bridges 

   Children’s Church ………………………………………. Children’s Church Team 

   Worship Technology ………………………………..……. Judy Ekberg, Mark Lee 

   Fellowship (November 8th)…………………………………………… Mission Team 

   Fellowship (November 15th) …………….……………………. WEABS Bible Study 

                                                Clean up help …………………………… Ed Haynes 
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WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES  

THANK YOU for being considerate of disabled worshippers and their families.  Please leave the pew 

cuts and several adjoining seats available for those with walkers & wheelchairs. 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are located at the sound booth located in the back of the sanctuary 

on the east side.  You can also download the app WaveCast Receiver which is designed for hearing 

aids with Bluetooth capability.  See our sound engineer Mark, in the sound booth if you have any 

questions. (Back of the sanctuary, SE corner). 
 

CANDLE STATION is available for candle-lighting. (In the back of the sanctuary). 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING (FELLOWSHIP) 

After worship, you are invited to get to know one another for the first – or 100th time, in the narthex 

(behind the sanctuary) or in the fellowship hall with coffee and snacks.  
 

 

OFFERING  

Your financial gifts support Holy Shepherd and its vision to nurture trusting 

relationships with God and with one another, along with its vision to 

engage in generous activities that serve to love the world as Jesus has 

shown us. Cash, or checks made out to Holy Shepherd, can be placed in 

the front bowl by the front pews on your way to communion. (Envelopes 

are available in your pews if you’d like.) You can also scan the QR code to 

the left and give through Tithely. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

KIDS 

Kids Zone (un- staffed) is available your family to use if you need a place to step out with kids 

during the service. It is located off the hallway west of the sanctuary and has a television 

available for watching the worship live-stream.    
 

Kid busy bags are located in the narthex (outside the sanctuary) and contain kid friendly 

items for families to take into worship.  Please return to the stand after worship. 
 

Children’s Church is offered after the kids, typically 3 years old to 4th grade, come up for 

Children’s Time with the pastor. This optional activity is during the pastor’s message and is led 

by an adult.  It is located in the room just through the nursery off the west hallway of the 

sanctuary. 
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