Breathing room in your budget




No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money. Matthew 6:24

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is
meaningless. Ecclesiastes 5:10

Two ways money can sneak into that top spot in our lives.
1) Whoever loves money never has enough

As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And
what benefit are they to the owners except to feast their
eyes on them? The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether
they eat little or much, but as for the rich, their abundance

permits them no sleep. Ecclesiastes 5:11,12

2) As our stuff increases so do worries



Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and
possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their
lot and be happy in their toil —this is a gift of God. They
seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps
them occupied with gladness of heart.

Ecclesiastes 5:19-20 NIV

2 ways to create breathing room in your budget
1) Live within your station

Godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing
out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs. I Timothy 6:6-10

We live in a society where people perceive themselves to
be entitled to having all their desires fulfilled. We take
this to be part of our birthright. We accord ourselves



victim status when it doesn 't happen. We live in the
culture of complaint. Robert Hughes

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything
through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:11-13

2) Use your money to invest in people

Command those who are rich in this present world not to
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.

18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way
they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold
of the life that is truly life. I Timothy 6:17-19



Key verse

Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and
possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their
lot and be happy in their toil —this is a gift of God. They
seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps
them occupied with gladness of heart.

Ecclesiastes 5:19-20 NIV

Question: how can you use your money to invest in
people?



