Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 23, 2024

Greetings and Welcome

Prelude sung by Ellie Kimler — “Love Is,” arr. Rambo

GATHERING

*Call to Worship and Confession

P:
C:

P:

C:

In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Silence for Reflection and Confession

P: Most merciful God,
C:

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



*Call to Worship — “Kyrie” ELW Setting 8, p. 184 (piano)
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*“Glory to God in the Highest” ELW Setting 8, p. 185 (piano)
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*Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Letus pray ...
C: Amen.

*Sharing Christ’s Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.

Children’s Sermon

Hymn of Praise — “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” ELW 707, v. 1-3 (organ)
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Introduction by Naomi Hahn

Lord of glory, you have bought us with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice;

and with that have freely given blessings countless as the sand

to the unthankful and the evil with your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you gladly, freely, of your own.
With the sunshine of your goodness melt our thankless hearts of stone
till our cold and selfish natures, warmed by you, at length believe
that more happy and more blessed 'tis to give than to receive.

Wondrous honor you have given to our humblest charity

in your own mysterious sentence, ""You have done it all to me."
Naked, sick, in prison, hungry—in the least, your face we view,
saying by your poor and needy, "'Give as | have giv'n to you."




WORD

Reading: 1John 4:7-12 Reader: John Williams

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
°God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. *°In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. *'Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. *’No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Reading: John 13:1-5, 12-15

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13™" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end. “The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot
to betray him. And during supper *Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, “got up from the table,
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. “Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him.

2After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said
to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? **You call me Teacher and Lord—and
you are right, for that is what 1 am. '“So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. *°For | have set you an example, that you
also should do as | have done to you.

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: "A 21% Century Lutheran"



Song of the Day — “City of God” (piano)

1. Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.
The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.

Refrain: Let us build the city of God. May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our love, has turned the night into day!

2. We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day.
The one who has loved us has brightened our way.
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be
A light for his people to set their hearts free. Refrain twice

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

“Words for the Beginning of Your Christian Life”
(adapted from a poem by Rev. Sarah Speed)

William Tucker, if we could give you words for the very beginning —
for this journey we make together,

for the celebrations and the sorrows,

we would say, “Oh, dear child, how you are loved.”

But the thing about love is that you can’t stop there,

So, we would go on to say, “You are strong, stronger than you think.
And you are not alone — look at these parents who adore you,
Godparents who pray for you, and this congregation that surrounds you.

You haven’t done anything yet.

You’ve just been here, breathing, sleeping, laughing, playing —
and you are loved.

And then we might say, “This world is a mess, but it is our home,
and you can make it better, so always try to make it better.”

And maybe most important of all:

“There is love that is bigger than our understanding,

that moves through this world, and that love is called God.
That love is with you always and knows your name by heart.”



Those are the words we would say to you

as you laugh and cry, stretch and splash in these waters today,
the first day of your Christian life.

Let God be your foundation.

Let love be your beginning.

P: God is our foundation. Love is our beginning. And in God’s great love, we are given a
new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of Holy Baptism. By water and the
Word, God frees us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are
united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. In the waters of baptism,
God proclaims to us who we are. We are beloved children of God.

Presentation

Parents: We bring William Tucker Ring to this Christian community and to the waters of
Holy Baptism.

P: William, you are a beloved child of God, and today you are given the name Christian.
To help you grow into your name, your parents are called to make promises.

Nichole and Tyler, as you bring William to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:

to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life?

Parents: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P: Jenny and Nathan, as godparents, you have a responsibility to pray for William and help
him always remember that he is a beloved child of God. Do you promise to nurture him



in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the
covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Godparents: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

The congregation stands.

P: People of God, you have a responsibility to support and surround William with Christian
love, praying for him, discipling him, and serving with him. Do you promise to support
William and pray for him in his new life in Christ?

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Profession of Faith

P: There is evil in this world that we name devil and brokenness we call sin. We are
powerless to overcome them, but the grace of God gives us strength to stand against
them and forgiveness when we fall. Together, we profess our desire to live in this grace
and in opposition to this brokenness.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C: I renounce them.

P: As we live together in Christ, we are made one in baptism and profess one faith. It is
this faith that centers us on the grace of our Triune God — the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,



P:

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font
The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Water is poured into the font.

P:

We give you thanks, O God. In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. In the
waters of the flood you called Noah and brought forth new life. By Moses, you called
the people of Israel to follow you through the waters and led them from slavery into
freedom. You nourished them with water from the rock and brought them to the
promised land. At the river your Son was baptized by John and you proclaimed to all
that he is your “beloved child.” In the waters of baptism, you create, you bring forth
new life in us, you set us free from the power of sin, and you proclaim that we too are
your beloved Children.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Holy Baptism

The congregation sits

P:

Beloved child of God, in this water, God calls you by name. William, I baptize you in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Laying on of Hands

P:

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal
life. Sustain William with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and

10
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understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
: Amen

nointing with Qil

P: In the Old Testament, oil is used to anoint and set people apart. In baptism, we are set

C

G
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apart as God’s beloved children to live lives of love, justice, and mercy. William, child
of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever.
: Amen.

iving of a Candle

ongregational Representative: In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. The
one who follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” In
Matthew 5:14, Jesus said, “You are the light of the world... Let your light shine before
others that they may see your good works and give glory to God in heaven.” Nichole
and Tyler, we give you this candle to light again and again as William grows up.
Remember this day and always know that he is and will always be a beloved child of
God.

Welcome

: Together we say:

: William Tucker Ring, you are beloved and blessed. By the grace of God that flows
in the waters of baptism, we are drenched in our love for you, washed in our delight
for you, and born anew by the grace that flows from the heart of our God who bore
you to us. We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share.
Join us in giving thanks and praise to God and in bearing God’s creative and
redeeming love to all the world.

Every day we are to remember our baptism and remember that God’s promises are for us
as well. We have just heard the proclamation that William is God'’s beloved child. Now

it is time for you to hear it for yourself. Turn to your neighbor and exchange the sweet
assurance that you are also God’s beloved child as you say,
“Child of God, Jesus loves you!”

*Prayers of Intercession
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Stewardship Time

“Hallelujah Even Here,” by Lydia Laird
Allie Snodgrass, piano

Stewardship is about our grateful response to God's grace for us. How do you respond?
If you would like to financially support our ministry together, you can place a donation in
an offering box or through our website. If you would like to support our ministry
together through service, you can find a list of ministry teams online or on our ministry
team menu. Consider joining a ministry team, or starting a new one, today!

—Please take a moment to sign into the Welcome Folder in your pew-—

*Words of Institution (piano)

P: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
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P: On the night of his betrayal, ... This do so you remember me.” Refrain
After supper, ... This do so you remember me.” Refrain

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
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us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Songs
“Change My Heart, O God” (piano)

Change my heart, O God, Make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, May I be like You.
You are the Potter, |1 am the clay. Mold me and make me, This is what | pray.
Change my heart, O God, Make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, May I be like You.

“Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793 (organ)

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower,
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou, and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4. Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

13



*Closing Prayer
SENDING

*Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

*Sending Song — “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (piano)

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

Interlude by the Faith Singers

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Assistants

Communion Assistant: Liddy Stark
Greeter: Lillian Korous

Reader: John Williams

Usher: John Williams

Pastor: Adam Dichsen

Music Director: Jean Welch

Organist: Sandi Watts

Pianist: Jean Welch

Drummer: John Demien

Financial Assistants: Ken Devlin & Greg Kimler
Chancel Committee: Kris Roth

Coffee Hosts: Hallie Mayner & Liddy Stark

‘ Pentecost

Singers:
Benen Dichsen Kelly Hartz Kris Roth Carol VanderKloot
Louis Dichsen Terri Kimler Cole Street
Marilyn Dichsen ~ Adam Krohe Melissa Street

Church Council Members:
Malinda Carlson  Kelly Hartz Gaylon Martin Monica Proefrock
Ken Devlin Greg Kimler Patty Nelson Kelly Street

Marilyn Dichsen

Song Credits
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission.
“City of God,” © 1981, Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. Published by OCP Pubs. CCLI#973583
“As Often As,” composed by S. John Roth. Used by permission.
“Change My Heart, O God,” from Songs for Praise & Worship, Word Music, © 1992. CCLI#973583
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” arr. Galbraith, © 2008 by Praise Charts. CCLI#973583

What’s Coming Up at Faith?

Sunday, June 23, 9:30am: Worship + Baptism of William Ring
10:45am: Discussion — “What is a Lutheran?” in the Justice Room

Wednesday, June 26, 7-8am: Men’s Prayer Group
Thursday, June 27, 8:30am: Breakfast Group at Kim’s Place (211 E. Court)
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Saturday, June 29, 1:00-4:00pm: Council Retreat & Meeting at Burrus Seed Farms
Sunday, June 30, 9:30am: Worship
Wednesday, July 3, 7-8am: Men’s Prayer Group

News Updates

Discussion after Worship today — “What is a Lutheran?”

While on sabbatical, Pastor Adam and his family worshipped in lots of different settings.
One Sunday, after worshiping at a Baptist church, his kids asked, "What is a Lutheran?"
Through today, our readings, music, and sermon will address this question. After worship,
join Pastor Adam in the Justice Room (across from the doors to the Great Room) to
continue the conversation. Come ask questions, share stories, and learn more about what
it means to be Lutheran.

Sunday School Thank You!

Many thanks to all who helped with our Sunday School program this year, especially Patty
Nelson and Gilbert Wellenreiter for their dedication as teachers. We are already starting to
make plans for next year’s Sunday School program. If you have any interest in helping,
please contact the church office.

Sign-Up Sheets

are available at the podium in the gathering area. Please take a moment to sign up to be an
Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, Chancel Committee
volunteer, and to Donate Altar Plants. Thank You! We are Gifted to Serve!

Summer Youth Camps
Performing Arts Camp (PAC) at Green Pastures Christian Retreat Center is for youth
entering grades 5-12. Remaining camp: June 28-29. Cost is $50/camper.

Fire in Our Hearts (FIOH) at Green Pastures is for youth entering grades 5-12 and will
take place on July 8-12 and 22-26. Cost is $135/camper.

If needed, scholarships are available.

Registration link: http://www.greenpasturesretreatcenter.org/registration.

For more information call: 217-584-1374
Email: contact@greenpasturesretreatcenter.org

16




