The Creed: Then we say a “‘creed” in our
worship service. A creed is simply a state-
ment of beliefs. All churches have creeds.
Some are written and
spoken publically, like
the one in our Worship
Liturgy, and some are
just posted in church
documentation or on
their website. but we
all believe something
and that is our “creed”

The creeds that we use are very old
creeds held by the Christian Church for
hundreds of years. This is a way that we
confess to God and to each other what
we believe, by using the same words that
GCod’s people have been saying for a
very, very long time.

? But you said “catholic!” Are
you Catholic?

" Some creeds use the word
— ‘catholic” The word catholic
just means “universal” So in
the Apostles” Creed it says: 7
believe in the.. holy catholic
church.”This just means that we
believe in the importance of the Church
throughout  time
and distance. It
is not in any way

v v

The word “catholic”
means “universal.”

related  to  the erdcre Plgofesfcnf

Roman Catholic @nd not Roman

Church. We are o Catholic.
Protestant Christian church and not con-
nected in anyway to the Catholics.

Confession of Sin: UWe see in the bible
when people are in God's presence they
see their unworthiness to be before Him
because of their sin.

In worship, we are in Cod’s presence and
so it is appropriate to confess our sins to
Him. But in 1John 1:9 it says, “If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.” Therefore, the pastor reads
from this or other verses the assurance of
our forgiveness in Christ. Then in response,
we sing a song of praise to God for for-
Qiving us.

The Lord’s Prayer: The Lord's Prayer is
found in the Bible in Matthew 6:9-13. The
disciples asked Jesus how they should
pray and He answered with an example
of prayer. Because of this, we like to pray
this prayer, just as Jesus said and His dis-
ciples practiced.

Collection of Tithes,
Gifts, and Offerings:
All that we have is
from God, and the
giving of our gifts in
worship is one way
that we honor this
truth. It's also one im-
portant way that we support the work of
the church and the spread of the gospel.
The practice of giving 10%, called the
“tithe”, is a basic pattern for our giving,
but the Bible calls us to give as generous-
ly as CGod has given to us.

Sermon - God is Speaking!
We believe that the sermon

is more than just a lecture.
/// The Holy Spirit uses the ser-

d 11 mon to reach, teach, and

:ﬁ convict the souls of those

who hear it It is a means

by which CGod uses to in-

< struct His people and is
authoritative in nature.

When the Word of God is faithfully
preached, the Bible says, “So shall My
word be that goes forth from My mouth; It
shall not return to Me void, but it shall ac-
complish what | please, and it shall pros-
per in the thing for which | sent it”

After we hear from God and His Word, we
respond with a song. We let Him know in
song that we have heard His Words and
will obey.

God Invites Us to Eat At His Table: The
first Communion was when Jesus, with His
disciples, used the bread and wine during
a special feast called Passover, to  rep-
resent His own body and blood. Jesus
would sacrifice Himself on the cross for our
sins. By eating the bread and drinking the
wine in true faith, we partake of His very
life and so enjoy the benefits of our true
union with Him.

Communion is not a solitary activity. We
do this with Cod and each other if we
are baptized and members in a Christian
church.

God Sends Us Out: At the end of worship,
GCod sends us back out intfo the world to
do His work. We are given a benediction,
or a blessing, to go out and do this well.

We respond to this by re-
ceiving the blessing and A
praising God with a song
called the Cloria Patri. This
doxology, or song, is sung

to praise Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

Then we are commissioned

to go out and live obediently to the Fa-
ther, in the name of Jesus, by the help of
the Holy Spirit.



The Parts of our Liturgy

Gobp CALLs Us 1o WorsHIP HiM

x Apostolic Greeting Cod greets us

= Call to Worship Cod calls us info His presence to
worship Him.

= Hymn of Praise (liz respond with singing.
x Prayer of Praise (e praise God in prayer

x Confession of Our Faith Uk iel Cod ond each other
what we believe.

= Hymn of Praise iz respond with singing.

Gob CLEANSES Us AND HEARS OUR PRAYERS

xReading of the Law Cod confronts us with our sins

= Prayer of Confession [z confess to God our sins and
ask Him to forgive us.

= Assurance of God'’s Pardon God assures us that He
forgives us.

= Hymn of Confession and Assurance [z respond
fo His forgiveness with singing.

= Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer Our pas-
tor prays for us, then we recite a prayer from the Bible together.

Gob Receives Our TiTHES AND OFFERINGS

= Collection of Tithes and Offerings iz give back
to Cod with thanks for what He's given us.

X Doxology We sing our thanks to Him for giving us all that
He gives as we give back to Him.

Gob TeacHes Us

= Old and New Testament Readings The Biblz is
read from both the Old and New Testaments.

= Hymn of Preparation (i sing in anticioation of hearing
teaching from God in the sermon.

rnSermon GCod feaches us through the sermon.

Gob Feeps Us

x Communion Cod feeds us His body and blood,
x Communion Hymns (liz respond with singing.

Gob SEnps Us FOrTH TO SErRVE HiM

xBenediction GCod blesses us to go out and serve Him with
the helo of the Holy Spirit

» Gloria Patri We give glory to Cod: the Father Son, and
Holy Spirit

xWords of Commission Cod charges us with going out
from worshio to serve Him.

We hope this helped you
understand our liturgy a
little better!

We want to answer all your questions.
To meet with one of our leaders, just
let us know in person or email us at

Leadership@RadiantOPC.com.

Radiant OPC is a member of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

3 information about
! our church, please

@l_. visit our website.

RadiantOPC.com

hy is
Your

Worship

SO
Weird?

All churches have a liturgy. The word litur-
gy means ‘order of worship.” For some this
means a few songs and then a sermon. For
others, it's more elaborate. but, no matter

how a church wor- Quy liturgy is a
ships, the liturgy is conversation

the plan or struc- S
ture that guides us between God

as we worship God. and His people.

We see the liturgy as a conversation be-
tween God and His people. We first hear
from God and then respond to Him. Then
He responds to us, then we respond back,
and so on. The conversation finishes with
a meal where God eats with us and re-
freshes our spirit with His body and blood
in the sacrament of Communion.

So let's walk through some of the parts of
our Order of Worship.

It All Begins with God: Like with anything,
it all begins with God. First God speaks -
He calls us to worship Him. And so at the
beginning of worship, the pastor reads
from God's Word. Then, having heard from
God, we respond with praise by singing @
hymn of praise to Him.



