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Prelate’s Message

August/ Jannary 05/06

PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

he earthly ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be-

gan with the forceful command of John the Baptist, the
bold voice of the prophet living and preaching in the wilder-
ness, repeating the words spoken centuties ago by the Prophet
Isaiah who predicted the revelation of God and His mission of
salvation.

John the Baptist, a cousin of the incarnate Jesus, gives wit-
ness, seeing in Christ the authority and ability that would bring
to humankind the good news of salvation. By humanizing God
he brought humankind closer to God in order to make humans
God-like, by re-establishing the image of heaven in humans,
who were corrupted and condemned to death because of their
sins.

“Prepare the Way of the Lord.”

When we look at the calendar we once again prepare to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus, a time of spiritual joy and merriment
for all of us—old and young. Behold that this is the approptiate
time to examine ourselves and to see how well we have prepared
the “Way of the Lord.” Is the light of the “sun of righteousness”
evenly dispersed on our plain and pure souls, or is it hindered by
the valleys and hills in the ups and downs of our lives?

The celebration of Christ’s birth, which is a joyous occasion,
is a time of hope and love. This is what we teach our children in
our homes and in our institutions. We want our lives to be bright
and peaceful. We want to keep all of our loved ones away from
all kinds of evil temptation.

Yes, this is our desire, but is it the reality of our environ-
ment? Does our desire to create a wotldly paradise with all of
its excesses perhaps cause rage against human beings? Forests
are destroyed. Nature’s harmony is corrupted. Soil and water is
polluted. Even after our destruction of nature, we still do not
see the proliferation of human tragedies. We willingly become
blind in order not to see the sick and the poor. The celebration
of Christ’s birth gives us notice to prepate the way of the Lord.
In other words, to be ready to welcome Him with His goodness
and love and reach salvation by following His commandments.
That road passes through us, and the smoother and more pre-
pared that road is, the easier it will be to accept Christ into our
hearts as our Savior.

By taking his words from the Prophet Isaiah, John the Bap-
tist prods us to listen and to analyze them with the following
thoughts:

1.They are a reminder to us to recognize our obligations.

Through His birth, God showed us His unbounded love,
which will be the means and way of our salvation. In other
words, God performed His duty and it is our duty to recipro-
cate. Logic tells us that reciprocation is nothing other than to
give our love to God, to make our love toward Humankind un-

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
(Matthew 3:3)

conditional. Our closest relatives and loved ones are there al-
ready, but it is not possible to forget that Jesus appears before
us many times in the image of the poor and needy—those who
need food, the incurably ill, and the broken hearted who are un-
able to find comfort.

As such it is a remembrance for us to open our hearts, our
compassion, and our pockets in order to help those who are
suffering—all of whom are our sisters and brothers.

2. “Prepare the Way of the Lord” means to be righteous in
the eyes of the Lord. Often we compare our benevolence and
righteousness to our good deeds or the virtuous life we live.
But the critetion is not others, but God Himself. “Prepate the
Way of the Lord,” means to find the way that makes humankind
righteous in word and especially in deeds. We become righteous
in the eyes of the Lord when we believe in Jesus Christ (Romans
3:22) and that faith becomes firmer when it is expressed through
deeds, because faith without deeds is dead (James 2:17).

Therefore, on the occasion of the birth of Christ when we
believe in the salvation brought by the Son of God, we must
prepare the way to salvation by being righteous in the eyes of
God, who sees us through our thoughts, words and deeds, and
judges us accordingly.

3. “Prepare the Way of the Lord,” means to humble ourselves
to that level that Christ descended from His exalted kingdom.
He became like us; He was born in an obscure manger, in order
to show us how to ascend toward God. Can we turn our hearts
into mangers to welcome Christ, to banish pride, arrogance, and
the conceit of belittling others?

Yes, the manger in our hearts will accept Christ when our
conscience breaths in peace and purity, filled with unselfish and
universal love, and based on the Kingdom of God where the
love of Christ rules. “Prepare the Way of the Lord” means to
prepare ourselves to greet the glad tidings of Christ’s birth which
is addressed to human beings as a beatitude and to which we say
Glory to God in the highest, who plants heavenly peace in our
hearts and good will amongst all humankind.

x Kk

Dear Faithful,

On the occasion of the New Year and Holy Christmas, I ex-
tend my heartfelt greetings to you. I pray that your spiritual road
is prepared and smooth, ready to accept all humankind with love
as the presence of Christ. May the incarnate Lord bring you and
your family goodness and grace to walk on the way of Godly
wisdom and grace—which is Christ’s way—toward life and res-
urrection. Amen.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
Prelate Armenian Apostolic Church
of America (Eastern United States) Christmas, 2006
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ST. SARKIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

By: Diane Boyadjian

he Suzanne and Hovsep Hago-

pian Saturday School, St. Sarkis
Sunday School and PTA members
joined efforts once again to put to-
gether a wonderful Christmas after-
noon on Sunday, December 18th,
2005.

This annual party was truly blessed
this year! We had the honor of His
Eminence  Archbishop  Oshagan
Choloyan’s presence and the children
outdid themselves!

The decorations and stage decors
made the afternoon quite a special
one. Indeed, both schools sang in
harmony, recited poems and per-
formed a magical and most beautiful
little play. All ages were represented,
from the nursery school all the way
to the 6th grade graduating class. The
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! A
little girls were dressed as angels, with
their wings and head pieces glowing
with glitter; the boys dressed as shep-
herds announcing the birth of Baby
Jesus and much more.

To add onto the visual feast, the
PTA of both schools, along with the
help of numerous parents, prepared
the entire 3 course luncheon. The
guests did not know what to select
as the array was so diverse and de-
lectable.

The children were on pins and
needles wondering if they were good
enough this year to have Gaghant
Baba’s visit! Well, they were. He came
all dressed in his wonderful red and
white suit, with a sac full of gifts for
all the children.

They say a picture is worth a thou-

sand words. Well, stars gleaming in
their eyes, smiles on their faces, hap-
piness flowing through the hall just
made it right! A true Kodak mo-
ment.

I would like to thank the teachers
from both schools, mothets and both
PTA members for your efforts in
this enormous task in creating such
a memorable afternoon! Remembert,
we are not doing this for us, we are
creating a safe, warm, loving, fun
place for the children to come and
to return to. All the support you have
given the schools through the years is
deeply appreciated and I am greatly
thankful for all your efforts.

Happy Healthy New Year and
Merry Christmas to all.



DEACON’S DAY CELEBRATION
By: Deacon Bedros Kalajian

Our Lord Jesus Christ had twelve apostles. An apostle
is someone with a special mission, who is sent out
to do a special job. Jesus chose His apostles to build His
Church. The apostles lived with Jesus, learned from Him
and traveled with Him
around the country-
side as He went from
town to town teaching
about His Father. Jesus
also had many disciples,
people who came to
learn from Jesus. The
Bible tells us there were

72 disciples.
After Jesus as- |
cended into Heaven, [z

the apostles began to %
preach to the people §
themselves, and to start
the church. There was a
lot of work to do. Peo-
ple came to them with
gifts, others came ask-
ing for healing or food.
Soon, the apostles were f
so busy organizing the
people that they had no
time to teach them anymore. So, they asked the disciples
to choose seven men to take care of the poor and the ot-
ganizing. These seven men were the first deacons of the
church. The apostles ordained them as deacons by pray-
ing and placing their hands on the heads of the deacons.

Saint Stephen was one of the first seven deacons.(Acts
6.5-15; 7.54-60) He began to serve the poor and preach to
the people about Jesus. More and more people joined the
Christians. The high priests of the temple were jealous of
Saint Stephen’s successes, and accused him of blasphemy,
which means telling lies about God. They took him in
front of a judge, just like they did to Jesus.

At the trial, Saint Stephen kept on teaching about Je-
sus. He told the judges that they were hard-hearted mur-
derers of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. When the crowd
heard this, everyone became so angry that they stopped
the trial, dragged Saint Stephen outside and threw rocks
at him. Saint Stephen forgave the people who were ston-
ing him, and asked God not to punish the people. Then
he said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” and died. Saint
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Stephen was the first Christian martyr, the first person to
die because he loved Jesus so much that he wouldn’t stop
talking about Him.

Today, in the Armenian Apostolic, Orthodox church

___ we celebrate the feast
P"E of St Stephen the
First deacon, martyr, as
' “Deacons Day”. As on
every ordinary Sunday,
we celebrated badarak
(mass) as usual. If there
" is a requiem service
(hokehhangist)  right
before the last prayer
for the departed is of-
tered by the clergy man
the deacon(s) proceed
towards the avanta-
doon (sacristry) to put
on the priestly crown as
! an honor in memory of
| this great & holy saint
of the Christian faith.
The deacon(s) come
¥ out of the avantadoon
with candles and cen-
sors (poorvars) in hand
as the sharagan “Stepanos” is being sung. They offer in-
cense in front of the main altar & two smaller altars. As
the sharagan ends the deacons on there knees in front of
the clergyman get blessed in honor of there dedicated
service. This all takes place before the blessing and dis-
missal.

We at St. Sarkis church celebrate this wonderful and
emotional feast, tradition, every year. This year we were
happy and honored to have His Eminence Archbishop
Oshagan Choloyan presiding the church servic. Before
the dismissal we were blessed by His Eminence & our
service to the Lord and our people was acknowledged
and commended.

This year the concelebrating deacons where Archdn.
Zaven Katsakhian, deacons. Thomas Thomasian, Mi-
chael Gostanian, Bedros Kalajian, and Zaven Varjabe-
dian. Also included in the blessings where Subdeacons
John and Paul Megerian. May The Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ protect and bless us all and may the coming new
year bring health, joy and success to us all!
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HIS HOLINESS ARAM I VISIT TO NEW YORK
By: Edward Barsamian

he visit of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the

Great House of Cilicia, to the Eastern Prelacy, com-
memorating the 75th anniversary of the establishment
of the Cilician Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon, took place
from October 19 to November 1. His Holiness visited
New York, New Jersey, Washington, DC, Boston and
Chicago.

Members of Saint Sarkis Board played major roles in
organizing and participating in all facets of the Vehapar’s
visit. Dtr. Aram Cazazian, Chairman of the Board, Bedros
Givelekian, Antranik Boudakian, Dr. Louiza Kubikian,
Dr. Arthur Kubikian, and Edward Barsamian were mem-
bers of various committees, but the amount of time and
energy expanded by Dr. Aram Cazazian organizing and
coordinating all facets of the visit, from hotel accommo-
dations to banquet details, Dr. Louiza Kubikian with the
banquet reservations, Antranik Boudakian with hospital-
ity and fundraising, were truly in the “sacrifice” category.

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, arrived at New York’s JFK airport Wednesday
evening, October 19, 2005 where he was welcomed by a
small number of dignitaries and officials. His Holiness,
was accompanied by His Eminence Archbishop Moush-
egh Mardirosian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy and Staff
bearer V. Rev. Fr. Housig Mardirosian.

His Holiness was greeted as he stepped from the air-
craft by His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy; His Excellency Antoine
Azzam, Consul of Lebanon; Jack Mardoian, Esq., chair-
man of the Prelacy’s Executive Council; and Dr. George
Dermksian, chairman of the Steering Committee.

His Holiness and entourage were then escorted to
an area in the terminal where members of the Executive
Council and Steering Committee were waiting to greet
His Holiness. Two young students, Nevair Oranjian and
Levon Zohrabian presented him with white roses and
Mrs. Lilian Hairabedian presented the bread and salt,
which the Catholicos blessed in the traditional Armenian
ceremony of thanksgiving,

After informally greeting those who had gathered to
welcome him, His Holiness and his entourage were ush-
ered into waiting cars and taken by police escort to the
Pierre Hotel.

Next evening, Thursday October 20, His Holiness
was officially welcomed at an Hrashapar Service followed
by Achahampouyr and reception, at St. Illuminator’s Ca-
thedral, 221 E. 27th Street, New York City, at 7:30 pm.
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CATHOLICOS ARAM I CELEBRATES 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ANTELIAS SEMINARY AT ST.
VARTANANTZ CHURCH

By Florence Avakian

The majestic sharagan, “Hrashapar” rang out as two
rows of scouts holding candles, escorted Catholicos
Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia into New Jersey’s
St. Vartanantz Armenian Church, on Friday evening, Oc-
tober 21. The large crowd which filled the church, greeted
him with enthusiastic applause.

The Very Rev. Shahe Panossian, pastor of St. Vartan-
antz Church, warmly welcomed the assemblage and the
Vehapar’s entourage which included Archbishop Osha-
gan Choloyan, and Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelates of the Eastern and Western United States, re-
spectively, and clergy from New York, New Jersey and
Canada.

Fr. Shahe paid tribute to the founding of the Antelias
Seminary, to the 1600th anniversary of the creation of
the Armenian al-
phabet, and the
tenth year marking
the enthronement
of the Vehapar.

The Rev. Father
Anoushavan Tan-
ielian, Vicar Gen-
eral of the Eastern
Prelacy, in an inspi-
rational address in
Armenian, extolled
the virtues of the
Antelias Seminary.
He stated that the
Seminary is not
an ordinary edu-
cational establish-
ment. “The leaders =
of the church and
the teachers deeply influenced the students throughout
the years, and major international universities have hon-
ored their graduates. Its influence has been profound,
flourishes today, and will continue to do so tomorrow.”

During the church service, Gospel readings had been
recited by the Very Rev. Father Daniel Garabedian, and
Rev. Father Nareg Terterian, pastor of the St. Sarkis Ar-
menian Church. The St. Vartanantz Church choir directed
by Deacon Nishan Baljian, with organ accompaniment by
Ara Dinkjian, sang several hymns, including the “Semi-
nary Anthem”, “Ashagerdk Krisdos”, “Vork Zartaret-
sin”, the Ponitifical Hymn, and the opening sharagan
“Hrashapar”. Following the benediction by His Holiness,
the faithful joined in the singing of “Giligia.”

Catholicos Aram I and his entourage then joined the




assemblage in the church hall where festive tables set
with Armenian delicacies had been prepared by the St.
Vartanantz church members. The people enthusiastically
lined up to kiss the hand of His Holiness and relay their
personal greetings, as the memorable evening came to an
end.

CATHOLICOS ARAM I CELEBRATES PON-
TIFICAL DIVINE LITURGY AT ST. BAR-
THOLOMEW’S CHURCH

By Florence Avakian

“Bring the cross to the center of our lives, and live out
the mystery of the cross. This is the meaning of the
Christian faith and the Christian church,” stated Catholi-
cos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia to more than 700
faithful on Sunday afternoon, October 23. The setting of
this Pontifical Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Holiness
was the magnifi-
cent Romanesque
St. Bartholomew’s
Church in New
York with its mo-
saic dome, jeweled
stained glass win-
dows, and soar-
ing columns. The
impressive service
began with the Ve-
hapar, hierarchical
clergy from wvari-
ous  ecumenical
Christian church-
es, and more than
two dozen high-
i@ ranking clergy
B and parish priests
¢ of the Armenian
Church slowly
walking in procession down the center aisle, as a com-
bined choir from New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia
soulfully sang the majestic sharagans, Khorhoort Khorin
and Hrashapar. Conducting the choir with expert direc-
tion was the Rev. Father Hrair Nicolian from Montreal,
Canada. St. Bartholmew’s organist, Paolo Bardignon,
masterfully accompanied the choir in the singing of the
Yegmalian Badarak. In his inspiring sermon, the Catholi-
cos, garbed in brilliant red and gold robes and miter, wel-
comed the ecumenical clergy calling them “our brothers,”
and the congregation the “children of God.” On this
day when the Armenian Church celebrated the discovery
of the original cross, His Holiness focused his message
on the message of St. Paul to the Corinthians, emphasiz-
ing that the cross is the center of life. But the question for
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all of us,” he said, “is the challenge and message of the cross. The
greatest challenge today is the globalized world. Giving quality
to our lives as Christians means to bring the cross to the
center of our lives.”

During the Communion, nearly the entire faithful in
attendance joined in the sacred act. Due to the very large
number of people, Communion was distributed by His
Holiness, and the two Prelates of the Eastern and Western
United States. At the conclusion of the deeply moving
service, the Catholicos, Prelates, ecumenical clergy, and
Armenian priests slowly walked out in procession with
the choir singing the beloved Hayrabedagan Maghtank in
honor of His Holiness, as people on both sides of the
aisle leaned out to kiss the cross held by the Vehapar.

PONTIFICAL BANQUET AT
THE PIERRE HOTEL

That same afternoon His Holiness attended a Banquet
in his honor celebrating the 75th anniversary of the An-
telias Seminary and the 10th anniversary of His election
and consecration. Every detail of this memorable event,
from reservations, menu, program, and commemorative
booklet was handled by our own very capable Dr. Louiza
Kubikian and Dr. Aram Cazazian, and as usual everything
worked very smoothly.

Te evening started with the arrival of His Holiness en-
tourage and the singing of the national anthems by tenor
Suren Hazarian accompanied by Mrs. Janet Marcarian at
the piano. The program continued during a sumptuous
fillet mignon diner, with Dr. George Dermksian as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies. Greetings and toast were offered by
Mr. Jack Mardoian, Esq., Chairman of the Prelacy execu-
tive Council, followed by the keynote address by the Rew.
Dr. Samuel Kobia, General Secretary of the World Coun-
cil of Churches.

Following a video presentation on the history and pres-
ent activities of the Seminary in Antilias, greetings were
offered by Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate
of the Western United States.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate
Eastern United States the gracefully introduced the Pon-
tiff, who expressed his appreciation of His visit to the
East Coast and detailed the function and need for vibrant
seminary in Antilias. Special certificates and awards were
presented to selected members in the audience, and our
own Antranig Boudakian was honored with the “Knight
Of Giligia” award.

Following the benediction by His Holiness, the faith-
ful joined in the singing of “Giligia.” And the Pontifical
hymn.
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DR. ANTRANIG KASBARIAN,
PHD LECTURED ON NAGO-
RNO-KARABAGH

By: Dr. Arthur Kubikian

On Sunday November 13, at 1:30
p-m. our church’s Education
Committee in cooperation with the
Eastern United States Armenian Na-
tional Committee presented a lecture
by Dr. Antranig Kasbarian on the
topic of “Nagorno-
Karabagh: History,
Politics and Everyday
Life”.

Holder of a PhD
degree in Political Ge-
ography from Rutgers f
University, Dr. Antra- §
nig Kasbarian is well
known as an activist
community leader not
just locally but also na-
tionally. A former edi-
tor of the Armenian
Weekly he has also
worked for a number
of years as a journalist
and administrator in
Nagorno-Karabagh.
He currently works as
a Program Director
of the NY based Tufenkian Founda-
tion supervising economic recovery
and refugee resettlement in Nago-

rno-Karabagh. He is a member of
the ARF Central Committee for the
Eastern United States and also heav-
ily involved with ANC and Friends
of ANC activities in the same area.

Although a second generation
Armenian American Antranig Kas-
barian amazed the audience with his
proficiency and knowledge of the
Armenian language as well as his
insightful commentaries on the geo-
politics of the area.

All those present found Dr. Kas-
barian’s slide presentation and lecture
in both Armenian and English highly
informative and enlightening giving
the audience a unique perspective on
the present situation, customs and
unique circumstances of the most
courageous “mountain” Armenians

of Nagorno-Karabagh.

SURFING FOR
ETERNAL LIFE
By Sitta Oranjian

e all know its that time again,
when every one is busy surfing
the internet for holiday gifts, STOP
for a moment and ask your self when
was the last time you surfed online
for spiritual relief (nonel), that’s why
we invite you to surf our Web site, to
get some spiritual nourishment and
serenity of life that you need.
Daily Biblical Readings are your
guidelines in the Christian life, we all
are busy with our daily chores and ac-

tivities but don’t let that control your
s e e P

. Pt e ]
Qe - Y o e

spiritual life, just 15 min. no mater
when, God will always listen, log on
to our website and start reading the
posted daily biblical passage.

We also post our Sunday bulletin
online every week, so this way you get
the chance to be a part of Badarak’s
message in your own home.

St. Sarkis stands firm in her com-
mitment to outreach and serve the
spiritual and social needs of believers
through networking in traditional as
well as modern ways.

REQUIEM SERVICE MARKS TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
THE PASSING OF ARCHBISHOP MESROB ASHJIAN

The second anniversary of the passing of His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, the former Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, was marked at
St. Sarkis Church with a solemn requiem services on Sunday, December
11, 2005.

Archbishop Mesrob, the longest serving Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy,
passed away while on a visit to New York on December 2, 2003. He served
as Prelate from 1978 to 1998. He served as the Executive Secretary of
the 1700th Anniversary Commemorative Committee from 1995 to 2000.
From 2000 until his death he organized, supported and presided over a
host of programs that benefited both Armenia and Artsakh.




DR. PAPAZIAN PUTS “TRUE”
SPIN ON VARTANANTZ
By Richard Tedesco

niversity of Michigan Professor
Dennis Papazian provided phil-
osophical insight into the story of
Vartanank, and the way the history
of the Vartanantz war was written, in
a lecture at St. Sarkis on October 16.

Dr. Papazian is the founder and
director of the Armenian Research
Center at the University of Michi-
gan at Dearborn. Dr. Papazian holds
a Ph.D. in Russian studies, and spe-
cializes in international and mid-east
studies. He has been a tireless advo-
cate of the Armenian cause, repeat-
edly rebutting Turkish attempts to
deny the historical fact of the Ar-
menian Genocide. In his introduc-
tion of the distinguished scholar, Dr.
Arthur Kubikian called Papazian an
“asset” to the Armenian-American
community.

While preparing his lecture, Dr. Pa-
pazian said he couldn’t find his copy
of well-known historian Yeghishe’s
history of the Vartanantz War among
the boxes of books in his new New
Jersey home. When he called Ar-
menian friends in the area, he was
surprised to find none of them had
a copy. He declared it was a book
that ought to be in every Armenian
household.

Dr. Papazian, telling what he de-
scribed as the “true story behind St.
Vartan and Yeghishe’s history,” de-
clared that Yeghishe used the Vartan-
antz War as a literary device to create
“a story to set an example of what is
in store for the Armenians and how
the Armenians can and must per-
severe in their faith and customs to
obtain heavenly glory, if not glory on
earth.”

In Dr. Papazian’s view, Yeghishe
sought to articulate Armenians’ per-
spective on Christianity, and the im-

portance of adhering to cultural tra-
ditions as the historian anticipated
a dark period for the Armenian na-
tion.

Dr. Papazian acknowledged a link
between Yeghishes account of the
Armenian revolt in the Vartanantz
War in 450-51 A.D. and Israelites the
book of Maccabees: “The Christians
are the new Israel. The message is the
same: It is better to die than to give
up one’s heritage.”

He described Vartan as a pa-
triot, “not a nationalist,” exhorting
his troops on to a “holy death” be-
fore the decisive battle of Avarayar.
And he noted that the Armenians in
Yeghishe’s history seek religious and
cultural freedom, not independence
from Persia.

Yeghishe’s message to contem-
porary Armenians, according to Dr.
Papazian, is clear: “Each individual
must be dedicated, a fortress to him-
self. Dedicated individuals must join
together and stick together, unite as
one group.”  Dr. Papazian suggest-
ed a vital step in that process is self-
education: “One of the problems is
that people don’t read their own his-
tory.” He said every Armenian fam-
ily should have a copy of Yeghishe’s
history of the Vartanantz War.

He also offered a perspective on con-
temporary world politics that echoes
the nature of ancient Persian domi-
nance over Armenia, remarking, “You
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read about sovereign states. There are
no real sovereign states. The power-
tul always run the world.”

The lecture was followed by a live-
ly question and answer session and
many have already started to hunt for
their own copy of the Yeghishe’s his-
tory of the Vartanantz War.
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ST. SARKIS HOLDS LECTURE ON
“EVERYDAY LEGAL ISSUES”
By: Tamar Harutunian, Esq.

On October 2, 2005, St. Sarkis Church presented a
unique lecture program to the community to pro-
vide the community with background on everyday legal
issues. The program, which took place in Pagoumian
Hall following the Divine Liturgy, featured three attor-
neys who provided insight into the legal practice areas of
personal injury, real estate, and health care decisions and
end of life instruments.

Lori Hatem, an attorney practicing in AIG’s environ-
mental claims division, discussed the various instruments
that individuals may use to express their health care deci-
sions or preferences. These instruments are particularly
important when a person is unable to make crucial health
care decisions but has left the instruments for loved ones
and doctors as instruction and guidance. In light of the
recent coverage of the Schiavo case in the media, Ms.
Hatem’s presentation was timely and helpful in providing
many factors to be considered when making important
health care decisions.

A discussion of personal injury law was presented by
Simon Bardizbanian, who practices in that area of the
law. Mr. Bardizbanian spoke of the various aspects of
liability for personal injury in car accidents, accidents on
premises, and sidewalk accidents. He answered the ques-
tions that many people face regularly, such as what to do
when you are injured in an accident and how to proceed
in making insurance claims. With Mr. Bardizbanian’s pre-
sentation, the audience had a greater understanding of
the manner in which personal injury cases progress and
are decided.

The final speaker for the afternoon was Tamar Ha-
rutunian. Ms. Harutunian discussed the purchase of
real property in New York State, focusing on the various
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stages of the process and responsibilities of the parties
to the transaction and their attorneys. As an associate
of O’Hare Parnagian LLP, Ms. Harutunian has assisted
clients in both buying and selling their homes and was
able to touch on concerns that many first time home pur-
chasers have.

The lecture program was informative and rewarding
for those in attendance, and it is hoped that many similar
programs will be presented in the near future.

ST. SARKIS CHURCH
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
By Luiza Kalustian

For the last 10 years a small but dedicated group have
started the long journey of getting to know the Word
of God. Some of us, myself included, due to circum-
stances beyond our control, have never opened the Bible.
We believed in God and felt the need to know Him bet-
ter.

We started with the New Testament, familiar territory,
and under the guidance of Hayr Soorp Anoushavan Ta-
nielian, every Tuesday evening for an hour or so we read
and discussed the Word of God. After finishing the New
Testament, we started with the Old Testament, a series of
Books written thousand of years before Christ, announc-
ing His coming for all who can hear.

The Old Testament is composed of Books, the first
five attributed to Moses. We hardly scratched the surface,
but with each encounter we come closer to understand
what God through His Son Jesus Christ is offering to
those who believe in Him.

After Hayr Soorp left for higher office for a short
while Mrs. Alice Alajajian has guided us in our search for
understanding. She was way ahead of us, had been in our
place and together we read and tried to understand the
eternal truth. Unfortunately, due to illness Mrs. Alice,
for the time being can no longer led the Bible Study, but
God provides in mysterious ways. Just in time Fr. Nareg
Terterian has been assigned to St. Sarkis Church. He is a
very knowledgeable young priest, patient and calm, who
listens to our sometime childish questions, but is able to
explain with examples what the Bible is trying to teach.

We meet Tuesdays in the morning at 10:30am and all
of us have formed a bond that only the presence of God
can explain. I wish our members will increase, and I ex-
tend an invitation to all, to come and sample the miracle
of getting closer to God!
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LADIES GUILD FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY GALA DINNER DANCE

By: Edward Barsamian

A joyous crowd attended the 15th

nniversary Gala Dinner Dance
of the Saint Sarkis ILadies Guild on
Saturday, October 1, 2005. An excit-
ing evening of music, dancing and
dining  featured
well-known Ca-

nadian singer
and entertainer
Arthur  Apkari-

an and his Ot-
chestra, and the
sumptuous cater-
ing of Mrs. Locin
Megherian  and
the Ladies Guild.

Very  Rever-
end Anoushavan
Tanielian-Vicar
General of the
Eastern  Prela-
cy was among
friends when he
started the evening with welcom-
ing words and blessing of the meal,
and Dr. Aram Cazazian, chairman
of the Board of Trustees, expressed
his gratitude and praise of the work
done by the Ladies Guild.

In between the many deli-
cious mezzes and main course, the
crowd “tango”ed,  “cha-cha”’ed,
“merengue”’ed and Armenian danced
to the wonderful sounds of the or-

chestra, and Mr. Karnig Nersessian
led a group of soloists from the Yeraz
Dance Group, all strutting their stuff.
The very talented Arthur Apkarian,
who seemed to know everyone, ser-

enaded several lady guests and in-
tuitively knew how to keep everyone
dancing.

Drt. Aram Cazazian, chairman of
the Board of Trustees, once again
welcomed everyone and was joined
by Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, Pastor of
Saint Sarkis in introducing the chair-
lady of the Ladies Guild, Mrs. Amy
Gostanian.

Mrs. Gostanian thanked
members of the Guild
who worked so hard to |
make this evening a suc-
cess and introduced Mrs.
Locin Megherian. All the
members of the Ladies
Guild present were then
called to step forward for @
a special presentation of
commemorative pins do-
nated by Mrs. Ani Terviz-
ian, and an opportunity to
take a group picture.

all the

Many pictures of the history of the
Ladies Guild were incorporated in a
booklet edited by Dr. Louiza Kubiki-
an and the new group picture will add
to the collection.

Before  the
end of a very
entertaining eve-
ning, Mr. Antra-
nik  Boudakian
conducted the
much-anticipated
drawing of the
Saint Sarkis AR-
MENIAN HER-
ITAGE CRUISE
RAFFLE. The
lucky  winners,
Mr. and Mrzs.
Hagop and Sylva
Baghdadlian, will
enjoy a cruise for
two - Sailing on
January 15, 2006 on Costa Mediter-
ranea Cruise line Cruise IX - 2006 to
the South Eastern Caribbean.

Everyone had a great time as they
spent time honoring and celebrat-
ing not only their family members in
the Guild but the greater Saint Sarkis
family.
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OUR KHATCHKAR OF ST. SARKIS
By Edward Barsamian

On Sunday September 11, the Armenian Church
commemorated the feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross (Khachverats), one of the five tabernacle
(Daghavar) feasts of the Church. On this occasion, the
Cross in the Armenian Church is decorated with basil,
symbolizing the living Cross.

- %

At Saint Sarkis, it was a symbolic and eventful day, with
the blessing of the Basil, consecration of the Saint Sarkis
KHATCHKAR and serving of “Madagh” all following
the Badarak celebrated by the Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan
Tanielian, the Vicar General of the Armenian Prelacy.

The fresh, fragrant basil was blessed and carried around
the church, stopping in all four corners and sprinkled with
holy water in a very moving ceremony known as “An-
tasdan”. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian stated that basil
possessed ancient healing powers and may those powers
help the parishioners. Also in a special service performed

. and commu-

nity.

every  Sep-
tember, the
Faculty and

students of
the Saturday
and Sunday
Schools were
blessed at the
altar and rec-
ognized for
their service
to church

The congregation then moved to the Khatchkar area

| in a procession led by the Faculty and students of the Sat-
\" urday and Sunday Schools, followed by the choir singing

sharagans, and the clerics.

Hayr Anoushavan blessed the four corners of the
beautifully engraved Khatchkar with holy “muron” and
expressed his hope that the monument will symbolize the
rebirth and resurrection of our church and parish.

Thanking and recognizing the donors and all those
who worked hard to prepare the Khatchkar, the Very
Reverend asked all present to remember and pray for the
of martyrs of September 11, victims of hurricane Ka-
trina, and closed the ceremonies with the Hayr Mer and
the singing of Giligia.

L E
A wonderful madagh meal prepared by Locin Megh-
erian, Nairy Zohrabian and Harry Milian was blessed and
enjoyed by all present in an outdoor setting under the
new tents.
Truly a memorable and uplifting day.



August/ Jannary 05/06

ST. SARKIS CHURCH ANNUAL PICNIC
By Christine Bedrossian

n spite of the hot and humid weather our Annual pic- bishop Oshagan Choloyan and New York State Senator

nic which took place on the Day of the Feast of the and a friend of St. Sarkis community Mr. Frank Padavan,
Assumption of the Holy Virgin Mary, on Sunday, August who honored the community with their surprise visits.
14, 2005 was a complete success. Special thanks to our dedicated Board Members, Beau-

The day began the Sacred
Divine Liturgy followed by
the traditional ceremony of
the blessing of the Grapes.
Meanwhile a large group of
volunteers were preparing
the delicious foods which
consisted of luleh kebab,
shish kebab and pilaf. Of
course the menu could not
have been complete without
desserts, which were baked
by our wonderful and dedi-
cated Ladies Guild mem-
bers. But the kebab could
not have been cooked with-
out the help of a few of our
volunteers who sweated over
the BB-Q in one of the most
hot and humid day of the
summer. While everyone

was enjoying the wonderful
food and desserts beautiful Armenian Music was being tiful Ladies Guild Members, hardworking “Armenian
played by Michael Gostanian and his band. Everyone Iron Chefs” and to all the volunteers who helped make
had an excellent time. the Church’s Picnic a success.

We acknowledge the presence of His Eminence Arch-
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St. SARKIS’S YERAZ DANCE GROUP
By; Maria Nercessian

On August 21, 2005, the Yeraz Dance Ensemble gave
a spectacular performance on Armenian- American
at Eisenhower Park, in Long Island, New York. This
yearly event has been one the dancers had looked forward
to for some time. It was always a wish to dance on that
stage, and finally it happened, and it was one of the best
experiences.

The performance was split into two halves, both con-
sisting of three dances each. The first half opened with
“Sahari”, then went to the boys dance “Hop Nino”, and
ended with four girls dancing to Tata Simonian’s “Yere-
vani Akchigneri”. The second half started with the girls
“Gagach” dance, followed by a beautiful solo by Ani Mat-
evosian to the song “Mukats Harsner”, and ended with a
finale of “Musaler”.

“Sahari” was a group dance, in which all of the dancers
were on stage. It’s a dance that requires a lot of energy
and strength, which the dancers clearly showed. Next was
“Hop Nino”, a boys’ dance. Anybody who watches this
dance can see that it is an extremely difficult dance, with
quick foot movements and even higher leg kicks. Need-
less to say the boys are very tired after a dance like that.
The last dance of the first half was “Yerevani Akchign-
eri”, performed by four girls. It’s a fun dance not only the
girls but the audience as well. Sometimes looking out into
the audience, you’ll see some couples dancing to Tata as
well.

The second half opened with “Gagach”, a dance where
twelve of our gitls danced. Dressed in red skirts and black
tops, with actual flowers on their heads, it felt as if you
were walking through a field of poppies. Next was the
“Mukats Harsner”, performed by Ani Matevosian. She
portrayed the ideal image of a beautiful Armenian dance.
The audience couldn’t help but wait in anticipation to see
what graceful step she would do next. Last, the group

ended our performance with “Musaler”, another highly
energetic, but difficult dance. This was especially hard
since the dancers had just performed other dances. Yet
we pulled through, and came out stronger then ever. The
audience rose to their feet with loud whoops and cheers.

This performance at Eisenhower Park was truly one
that won’t be forgotten, for both the people who watched
our show and the Yeraz Dance Group. The audience
won’t forget our energy and enthusiasm, let alone the fact
that we are proudly showing off our heritage. For the
dancers, it was something many had been hoping to ac-
complish and for others. And for others, it was their very
first show, and it certainly won’t be their last.

YERAZ DANCE GROUP

holds classes every Friday in the Chadrjian
Hall of St. Sarkis Church. Those interested
in Joining the new New York dancing sen-
sation are invited to call

Mr. Karnig Nercessian  (516) 364-9228
Mrs. Lena Orangian (516) 482-0959
Mr. Thomas Harutunyan (718) 615-2380




BIBLE 101
By: Diana Demirdjian

Last spring at the direction of the Rev. Fr. Nareg,
a small group of young adults gathered at the
home of Daniel Gulbenkian to socialize and discuss
the kinds of activities the youth of our church were
interested in. Fr. Nareg, the newly ordained priest
who our church was recently blessed to have as our
new pastor, was enthusiastically interested in listen-
ing to the needs of our churches new generation in
order to get them more involved with the church.
Under his guidance this group gathered for an open
conversation about how to get the young generation
of our church involved and enthusiastic about be-
coming a core part of the church community. The
gathering was by all accounts a success. We ate, so-
cialized and had intense discussions about the types
of activities that we, as the new generation of the
church, were interested in. Through this gathering
and open table discussion, the idea of a Bible Study
for young adults bloomed, and took on the name
“Bible 101”.

The idea behind “Bible 101 was to educate the youth
about our own church services, traditions, ceremonies and
scriptures as well as to study the bible. Several weeks after
the initial brainstorming meeting, the first Bible 101 class
was held on a Monday evening at St. Sarkis Church. As
the initial group’ enthusiasm increased, and the frequen-
cy of the classes increased, word of this fantastic new ac-
tivity at the church began to spread and attendance began
to grow. Each new class now brings with it, not only new
lessons but new faces as well. During each class, select
passages of the bible are read out loud and then analyzed
by the group, under the guidance of Fr. Nareg. After
the passages are read and interpreted, the ‘students’ then

 ¥F el have the op-
portunity to
engage in an
open ques-
tion and
answer ses-
sion. As the
classes have
gone on, the
reading of
the passages
chosen by
Fr.  Nareg
have with-
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out fail, lead to increasingly more intense and dynamic
open table conversations amongst those in attendance.

As the months have gone by, our Bible 101 class has
become much more than simply an educational activity, it
has served to form a bond and create a sense of commu-
nity among the youth of the church as well. Our activities
have expanded beyond the “classroom” to include social
and spiritual activities as well. In early December, after a
Sunday church services, members of Bible 101 gathered
together to decorate the church for Christmas.  As a
group, we decorated a beautiful Christmas tree and nativ-
ity scene inside the church and decorated the outside with
spectacularly festive Christmas décor as well. Although
the weather outside was cold, the hearts of the individu-
als that spent hours together listening to Christmas music
and decorating our church were brimming with warmth.

A trip to see the Radio City Christmas spectacular on
December 16, followed by a visit to see the Rockefeller
Center Christmas Tree was another social activity of the
group.

Upcoming activities being planned by Bible 101 in-
clude a weekend seminar to concentrate on topics that are
most pertinent to today’s young adults.

“Bible 1017 is now held every other Monday at St.
Sarkis Church, classes begin at 8:30 pm and all individuals
ages 18-40 are welcomed and encouraged to attend this
spiritually, educationally and socially enriching activity.

19



Shoghagat

BASKETBALL PROGRAM
NEWS
By; Edward Barsamian

As of this writing, one month into
the season, the Saint Sarkis bas-
ketball program is providing free of
charge what many people are sorely
missing....excitement, joy, exaspera-
tion, ooohs and ahhhhs, meeting
friends, making friends.

All games take place in either
Queens’s gyms close to the church or
in New Jersey, and all are scheduled
to start following church services.
The full schedule will be posted in
the bulletin board in the Pagoumian
hall.

All our teams are very competi-
tive, and with rare exceptions, the
games are clifthangers to the end. So
far, our teams have winning records,
so more often than not the Saint Sar-
kis supporters leave happy although
a little hoarse from the cheering.
There is ample parking, so one can
reach the games within 10 minutes
from Saint Sarkis, and there is always
a good chance that a youngster you
know will be playing and can use your
encouragement.

The Saint Sarkis Junior Boys
team has an experienced nucleus
with, Ali Rezai, Vahe Hagopian,
Chris Biramian and Mesak Sarkissian,
backed up by a group of eager and
talented youngsters. Coach Vahram
Shishmanian has them having fun
while they learn and appreciate team
concepts and play, experiences which
hopetully will shape the future mem-
bers of our community.

The Girls team has shown strong
team play, and has several well-de-
served victories against a strong Holy
Martyrs and Sts. Vartanantz Gitls
Teams. Mary Hagopian, Aneta Aru-
tyunyan, and Malvina Shishmanian
are returning players who will make
substantial contributions to the
team.

The Senior Boys team, is the
20

team that shows the most energy,
and started the season with a series
of wins and are the leaders in the
division with an undefeated record.
Mr. Vartan Ovanesian, the coach of
the Senior Boys team and Commis-
sioner of the Armenian Churches
Sports Association is ably assisted
in his coaching by Hovig Shamami-
an, formerly one of his players and
now in the men’s team. The team is
lead by veterans Harout Shamamian,
Lawrence Kirikorian, Alex Nakashi-
an, with strong contributions from
rookie Armen Shamamian and super
play of Boris Khodjamirian.

The Men’s Team has
most of its veterans return-
ing and is very competitive
in view of their undefeated
season last year. The Men’s
division is very strong and
balanced and the quality of |
play is very good. We look | §
forward to another great sea-
son, under guidance from
coaches Karnig Tashjian and
Krikor Nichanian

Its a season full of
promise and hope and all
the ingredients are in place
for great excitement except =
one... you.

So if you are a little
down, your spirits need a lift,
and you are left with low fi-
nances after all the holiday |
shopping, why not come and
see the Saint Sarkis teams
play and partake in the cor-
nucopia of emotions that is
guaranteed to add spice to
your life. And it’s all free..
Figure that. Something really
good for nothing,

If you would like to F8
get information on joining f
the program at Saint Sarkis,
please call Mr. Barsamian at
212-689-6273. We are always
looking for junior boys: ages
10-14, senior boys: ages 15-
18, Men: ages 19 and over,
and for our Girls Team: ages

11 to 18. All those interested in join-
ing the program are advised to contact
Mzt. Edward Barsamian or the church
office for details. Mr. Barsamian can
be reached at 718 458-7629 during
evening hours.




MY IMPRESSIONS OF “DATEV”
By Nevair Oranjian

have been attending Datev for two years and it’s a

wonderful experience. During the course of the week
you continue learning about Christian life, you add on to
your Christian knowledge, you grow spiritually, and much
more. You meet many people from different states across
the US. that are your age and older. You also meet the
clergy who teach you many things. Other than biblical
learning, you also have sports and recreational activities.
They include swimming at the pool, volleyball, and even
the Datev Games, which are hosted every year. Every year
Datev has a Fourth of July celebration, which all Datev-
atsi parents are welcome to come. We have a huge picnic
which includes food and drinks sponsored by Mrs. As-
dghig Kazandjian, who prepares wonderful meals espe-
cially “luleh kebob”. I love it!! Even His Eminence Arch-
bishop Choloyan comes to the picnic and gives lectures
to the older classes. On the last official day of classes, we
have a spectacular talent show which any Datevatsi is al-
lowed to participate in.
During the week we have lessons from right after breakfast
until lunch. After lunch you have four and a half hours of
free time. After dinner there is general sessions and bible
study. We have many lessons taught by the clergy. Some
of the teachers were and are V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Ta-
nielian, director of the institute, V. Rev.Fr. Shahe Panos-
sian, Dn. Shant Kazanjian, and many more.
Datev is like a summer camp, but it is not. It’s a place
where you can learn about God and His doings on earth
as well as the many miracles that He performed. To me
it’s a learning experience. This program has helped me
build my self esteem in myself and it might be able to
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help you to. I encourage all of my fellow piers who have
not found out about this program yet, to join the Datev
Institute and see how it’s like. During this time you can
get baptized as a Datevatsi, which enables you to be a
part of the Datev community and have the greatest ex-
perience ever. There is going to be the 20th anniversary
celebration on July 8-9, 2006, and I hope that you, the
youth, can come and celebrate with us. I’ll be there, and 1
hope to see some new faces!

ST. SARKIS CHURCH CHOIR
By Richard Tedesco

he St. Sarkis Choir entered the Christmas season

with a small, but stalwart group of voices singing
the Badarak every Sunday morning, Maestro Raffi Sva-
jian continues to conduct the choir with his usual spirit
of professionalism and animated good humor. The choir
has benefied from talented organists Haigouhi Megerian,
Gail D’Onofrio and Juliette Milian, who alternate in ac-
companying the singers every week.

Soloists include sopranos Silvia Krikorian, Beni-
ta Markarian, and tenors Hampig Azarian and Vahram
Guiragossian. Hampig and his wife Hasmig are among
the senior members of the choir.

The other regular members of the choir include Her-
mine Ghadimian, Rose Varjabedian, Annig Giveleghian,
Anahid Sagatelian, Margaret Sarkissian, Sandy Shamlian,
Mary Yacubian, Srpouhi Kertoyan, Barkev Vartanian,
Meline Yaziciayan, Armen and Zepur Ardzivian, Nazaret
and Arousiag Markarian and Richard Tedesco. In enjoy-
ing the beautiful sounds of the choir, it must be said that
the choir is always looking for new voices, and those in-
terested in singing under the supervision of a very expe-
rienced and talented choirmaster, whether they are young
or mature, shy or outgoing, man or woman, are all urged
to contact the church office or talk to any member of the
Choir. A wonderful experience is promised.
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UPDATES FOROM
ST. SARKIS CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL

By: Levon Boghossian

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

PROVERBS 22:6
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it”

PROVERBS 22:1-6

There is a sense in which we never leave school. The
whole of life is a campus where we are being trained and
fitted for eternity. As fathers and mothers we largely de-
termine the direction and destiny of our children. With
this in mind we need to examine afresh the principles
that are involved in bringing up children “in the training
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph.6:4).

Our Sunday School opened on September 11, 2005
since then the curriculum & activities done by children
are:

* Bible Stories
Armor of God (2 more lessons to go to complete it)

Strong Belt = Truth

Breastplate = Righteousness

Shoes = Filled with Gospel of Peace
Shield = Faith

Related board games & videos

Bible readings

* The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
(Khachverats)

* Why we should not celebrate Halloween Workshop
for higher grade students and their parents

* Thanksgiving

* Prayers

* We went to Mini Golf & the children had a blast!

e Children usher Badarak every first Sunday of the
month.

God Bless You All
HIS Servant,
Levon
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Obituary

GEORGE HAGOP KASPARIAN

George Hagop Kasparian passed away on Thanksgiv-
ing in Bay Shore, New York of natural causes. He
was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts 103 years ago on
June 6, 1902.

He was on the first Board of Trustees and an active
member of St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church until
his passing. As recently as only a few years ago, he would
pass the donation plate during the offering at the Bada-
rak. He continued to attend church and had his favorite
pew close to the altar. With the help of kind members of
the congregation and deacons he was happy to receive
Communion.

George had a variety of interests. He attended the
Spangle Drive Senior Center daily to play cards and was
welcomed by a caring staff and fellow seniors. He was an
avid fan of the Mets and loved baseball dating back to
the 1940’s when he was manager of the Hickock Electric
Company’s baseball team.

Traveling was one of his favorite things. He toured
Europe, Hawaii, parts of the United States, Istanbul, the
birth place of his wife Alice, and cruised. He graciously
treated his entire family from daughters to great grand-
children, twenty-five altogether, to a Caribbean cruise for
his 100th birthday. The celebrating continued that year
at four parties, one given by his daughter and son-in-law
in Arizona, another by his other daughter and son-in-law
in New York among others. Willard Scott of the Today
Show featured him in 2002 for his 100th birthday.

He also loved reading and always had a book with him.
While living in Cleveland, Ohio, he became a member
of the Masons and continued his membership with them
even after moving to New York in order to open his own
business, Sunnyside Cleaners in Queens.
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The one interest that has left its mark on all of his fam-
ily is the game of backgammon. He taught each one of
his grandchildren how to play the game and all six of
them strive to reach his expertise.

He maintained his independence in his own apartment
with the assistance of his loving daughter Gail and son-
in-law Tony and family who attended to him every day
and brought him to their home daily for dinner and to all
family occasions.

In the winter, he traveled to Scottsdale, Arizona to live
with his devoted daughter Jane and son-in-law Homer
There he also had doting grandchildren and great grand-
children to fill his life.

He was preceded in death by Alice, his beloved wife of
54 years. He is survived by his daughters and sons-in-law
Jane and Homer Allie of Scottsdale, Arizona and Gail
and Anthony D’Onofrio of North Babylon, New York.
He is also survived by his grandchildren Ralph D’Onofrio
and wife Dina of Old Bethpage and their daughters, Jen-
ni, Stephanie, Kristine and ToniAnn; Paul D’Onoftio of
Philadelphia and Caroline Calascibetta and husband Ray
of Lake Grove, New York and their sons, Raymond and
Marco. Also surviving are grandson George Allie and
wife Randa of Brenham, Texas and their children, Austin,
Taylor, Hunter and Presli; Scott Allie of Scottsdale, Ari-
zona and Greg Allie and wife Virginia of Scottsdale and
their children, Sydney, Samantha and Greg Thomas.

George was loved by everyone he met for his easygo-
ing, calm, sweet, flexible and understanding nature. He
was independent and his mind as sharp as a tack. He will
be so missed by His family and friends.

Donations were made to St. Sarkis Church in lieu of
flowers.



ST. SARKIS HONORES
LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS AND FIRE FIGHTERS

By Richard Tedesco

St. Sarkis held its annual holiday service and luncheon to honor
officers of the 111th Police Precinct and local firefighters in Doug-
laston on Dec. 7.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan presided at the
noon service, delivering a brief homily after the prayer of light.
“Light is very important. Light is everything, God is light,” he said.
“Light dispels the darkness, and it is in darkness that evil things are
done.”

Archbishop Choloyan praised the police officers and firemen’s
as “points of light” who serve to protect the community: “You are
doing God’s work. Your work is to protect us. You are there when we
need you, and you are willing to make the ultimate sacrifice.”

V. Rev. Anoushavan Tanieleian and Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian as-
sisted the Archbishop in the service, and all three attended the lun-
cheon that followed. The luncheon was held in conjunction with our
weekly seniors lunch sponsored by Mrs. Mary Arslanian.

St. Sarkis Board members Bedros Givelekian, Antranik Bouda-
kian and Dr. Aram Cazazian attended the luncheon, engaging in ani-
mated conversation with the police officers present.

Enjoying a meal that included luleh kebob, rice and homemade
hummus as Armenian folk tunes played in the background, everyone
had a pleasant afternoon.
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“MEMORIES “ REUNION AT SAINT SARKIS

By Edward Barsamian

he perennial question

of fundraising facing
the Saint Sarkis Board of
Trustees was temporarily
answered on December 10,
as the Romanian-Armenian
Community was invited to a
reunion party.

Organized in only six
weeks, the sold out event
benefited from the expe-
rience of the committee,
which included Bedros
Givelekian, Drs. Louiza
Kubikian and Arthur Ku-
bikian, Edward Barsamian,
Dr. Aram Cazazian, Ed-
ward Bekian, Sergiu Mato-
sian, Hagop Andonian and
Sergiu Saraidarian from the
Sunnyside Community.

The theme of the
evening was to provide a
sentimental journey into
the past, and as each of
the more than 200 guests
entered the beautifully
decorated room, they were
stopped in their tracks by a
continuous slide presenta-
tion of pictures from their
past. Entertained by the
sounds of Stepan Tavitian
orchestra and D] Armando,
guests greeted old friends
and acquaintances and were
welcomed by the chairman
of the Board Dr. Aram Ca-
zazian.,

Following the blessing
of the meal by Rev. Father
Nareg Terterian, Pastor of
Saint Sarkis and ArchPriest
Musegh Der Kaloustian,
former Pastor of St. Illu-
minator Cathedral, the two
Masters of Ceremonies for
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the evening, Mr. Edward
Barsamian and Edward
Bekian started a special
evening of ethnic Christ-
mas cheer, bonhomie, sur-
prise entertainment, and
humorous memories.

As the guests enjoyed
delicious appetizers gra-
ciously provided by Carmel
Specialty Foods, Mr. Hagop
Andonian, representing the
Sunnyside Romana-Hyes
and Mr. Ara Barsamian,
the first secretary of the
club gave short speeches
of welcome and thanks,
and then....one of the
highlights of the evening:
an impromptu medley of
Romanian and Armenian
Christmas carols was per-
formed by the new singing
sensation trio ...Bedros
Givelekian, Edward Bars-
amian and Edward Bekian.
After the initial shock, the
guests joined in with de-
light, and gave urged them
on to a wild finale.

A video presentation
of old footage from past
events of the Armenian
Romanian  Society = was
then presented with run-
ning commentary by Mr.
Edward Bekian following
which certificates of rec-
ognition were presented to
persons who helped shape
the history of the commu-
nity. Mrs. Arpi Bekian ac-
cepted the award for Der
Asoghik Kelejian, the first
Pastor of Saint Sarkis, and
Der Musegh Der Kalous-
tian, and Very Reverend



Anoushavan Tanielian were also honored. Mr. Guy Boy-
adjian was also recognized with a special “Romana-hye
Pesa” certificate which he accepted in the spirit it was
presented. A “surprise” certificate was also presented to
Mr. Bedros Givelekian who was the first president of the
Society and the guiding force behind its activities. In his
comments, he expressed his thanks and joy to be among
his friends and compatriots. “We have been together for
over 40 years and accomplished many things. We must
groom the future generation in becoming active in the
church and community” he said in closing;

The evening continued with dancing, lots of pho-
to opportunities, sharing of memories and making new
ones.

There seemed to be only one regret... not enough
time was allowed in the program to dance the traditional
Romanian “kissing dance - Perinita®. It will just have to
be one more thing everyone will look forward to at the
next reunion.

The mini miracle of organizing this event in very
short time could not have been accomplished without the
dedicated work of the committee.

Dr. Louiza Kubikian was the moving dynamo be-
hind this event as she single handedly wrote and mailed
solicitation letters, collected all monies, helped decorate
Chadrjian Hall with Mrs. Tacouhie Menzildjian, arranged
for cooking of some industrial quantities of Romanian
ethnic food, arranged the menu, accepted and kept track
of reservations, table arrangements and decorations, or-
dered the mezzes and even brought a rug for the coat
room. Oh yes, lest we forget, she also produced another
memorable booklet for the occasion, which as many oth-
ers she produced, became a collectible item in the com-
munity.

Dr. Aram Cazazian prepared the slide presentation
of the pictures and designed the booklet cover; Bedros
Givelekian prepared the movie video, arranged for the
sweets and collected donations for the booklet, and was
the artistic creator of the nightclub act. Mrs. Beatrice
Markarian not only donated wonderful gifts for the raffle
but also with Mrs. Siran Sharoyan, Miss Lizy Sharoyan,
and Mrs. Alina Kochoumian ran a very successful raffle
Our own Mr. Danny Gulbenkian was in charge of the
drinks and the bar while Vahram Shishmanian and Mi-
chael Markarian helped with the coat room. The night
was immortalized with many photos taken by Suzan Far-
sakian and a vedio by Nelu Farcasanu.

And as a result of this wonderful evening, the orga-
nizing committee was happy, the guests were very happy,
and best of all...the Board of Trustees was happy.... at
least for a while. HAPPY NEW YEAR
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS

MARIO JOHN LILLA, son of Mr. & Mrs. LEWIS &
CAROLINE LILLA, was baptized on August 13, 2005.
His Godparents were NORAIR SEFERIAN & ROMI-
NA SEFERIAN.

NAIRI NICOLE VARTANIAN, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. RAFFI & MONIQUE VARTANIAN, was baptized
on September 4, 2005. Her Godparents were JOHN
VARTANIAN & SONIA KAHWAJIAN

NICOLAS MELCONIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. ERIC
& ALAINA MELCONIAN, was baptized on September
10, 2005. His Godparents were ELEID MELCONIAN
& MICHELLE SATTALL

GABRIEL EDMOND ELMOKIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs.
EDMOND & ASHHEN ELMOKIAN, was baptized
on October 1,2005. His Godparents were MOURAD
VOSKINARIAN & VIRGINIA VOSKINARIAN.

ISABELLA SHAKEH BELMONTE, son of Mr. & Mrs.
FRANK & SHAKEH BELMONTE, was baptized on
October 8, 2005. Her Godparents were JOHN MOS-
CHOVITIS & SOFIA PAPAIOANNOU.

ARTYOM YERANOSYAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. BORIS
& TAKOUHI YERANOSYAN, was baptized on Octo-
ber 15, 2005. Her Godparents were SAMVEL AGH-
DAYAN

MARY RAFI HAMAMDIJIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
RAFI & MIROSLAVA HAMAMDIJIAN, was baptized
on November 6, 2005. Her Godparents were ARMAN
P. HAMAMJIAN.

JASMINE NICOLE YEDIGARIAN, daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. ROUBEN & HELEN YEDIGARIAN, was bap-
tized on November 26, 2005. Her Godparents were NIS-
HAN BALJIAN & NAYIRI BALJIAN BELL

NOAH JOHN YEDIGARIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs.
ROUBEN & HELEN YEDIGARIAN, was baptized on
November 26, 2005. His Godparents were DAVID SA-
HAKIAN & ANNETTE SAHAKIAN

SOPHIA MARIE YEDIGARIAN, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. ROUBEN & HELEN YEDIGARIAN, was bap-
tized on November 26, 2005. His Godparents were DA-
VID SAHAKIAN & ANNETTE SAHAKIAN

SEVAN DANIEL YEDIGARIAN, son of Mt. & Mrs.
ROUBEN & HELEN YEDIGARIAN, was baptized on
November 26, 2005. His Godparents were ALEXADER
GALOUSTIAN & ANYA YEDGARIAN GALOUS-
TIAN

We congratulate the newly baptized and their parents.
May the Grace of the Holy Spirit be always with them

WEDDINGS

JOHN FORKAN & ARMINE JEAMGOCIAN were
married on September 10, 2005. Best Man and Maid of
Honor were JIM FORKAN & CRISTINA OHANES-
SIAN.

MAYEK THOMAS & ARMINA KAZAROSIAN were
married on September 25, 2005. Best Man & Maid of
Honor OHANES & KARIN THOMASIAN

JOHN PAUL MASTACCIUOLA & BEATRICE KA-
LAPTCHIAN were married on November 26, 2005. Best
Man & Maid of Honor DANIEL MASTACCIUOLA &
SANDY GOETA
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VICKEN KISHISHIAN & PAMEL CORREA were
married on December 3, 2005. Best Man and Maid of
Honor were HAGOP MEGERDICHIAN & SUZAN
KESHISHIAN

DR. HAGOP K. GORGISSIAN & HILDA A. SARKIS-
SIAN were martied on December 18, 2005. Best Man
& Maid of Honor THOMAS GORGISSIAN & MARY
ELIZABETH KEPFERLT

We congratulate the newly married conples
& wish them a happy life together.
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FUNERAILS

HAIG NEKDALIAN
(October 12, 1912 — August 17, 2005)

RADKA BAKLAIAN
(August 08, 1917 — August 27, 2005)

BEDROS KALAJIAN
( May 20, 1927 — August 30, 2005)

HRIPSIME MOURADIAN
(December 15, 1920 — September 4, 2005)

KARNIK B. ARAKELYAN
( May 24, 1927 — September 28, 2005)

MAROOSIA MALHAS
( March 15, 1915 — October 15, 2005)

OVSANNA HAMPARSUMYAN
(May 1, 1935 - October 27, 2005)

LORETTA TERMELKOMIAN
( April 24, 1923 — October 30, 2005)

ARSHALUCE G. JACOBIAN
(December 22, 1914 — October 31, 2005)

SARKIS GHADIMIAN
(November 17, 1925 — November 01, 2005)

VIRGINIA MAGARDICIAN
(June 17,1924 - November 12, 2005)

GEORGE KASPARIAN
(June 06, 1902 — November 24, 2005)

GOHAR GRIGORIAN
(March 10, 1955 — November 26, 2005)

ONNIK TOKATLIAN
( September 13, 1920 — December 9, 2005)

NAZARET TASHCHYAN
(March 6, 1950 — December 14, 2005)

OVSANNA VOSGANIAN
(March 15, 1915 — Decmber 25, 2005)

We exctend our condolence to the families & pray that the
Almighty Lord bestows repose upon the souls of the deceased

WHEN LOVED ONES PASS AWAY

Saint Sarkis Church appreciates the thoughtfulness of all families who re-
member the Church in wills and bequests, as well as those who designate the
Church as recipients of funds “in lieu of flowers.”

As a further remembrance of a beloved departed, purchase of leaves of the
Tree of Life or Pews are a wonderful way of honoring their memory.
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DONATIONS

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following donations and thank them
wholeheartedly for their generosity.

May God Bless You!

GENERAL DONATIONS Kalikian, Aram M/M 20
Ketimian, Gatrbis Mr. 500 Kalustian, Luiza Mrs. 20
Oranjian, Zaven M/M 400 Masoian, Anita Mrs. 20
Boladian, Edward M/M 250 Saroukahnian, Kayzer M/M 20
Milian, Harry M/M 250 Shamlian, Leon M/M 20
Stanciu, Alina Dr. 200 Yacoubian, Antranik M/M 20
Douglaston School of Music & Art 150
Lilla, Lewis M/M 150 REQUIEMS DONATIONS
Agopian, Berdj M/M 100 Melconian, Garnick M/M 500
Cherkez, Olga Mrs. & Jacoby Roxanne Ms. 100 Nercessian, Sarkis M/M 500
D’Onoftio, Anthony M/M 100 Shakikian, Appo & Anne 400
Fiesel, Scott M/M 100 Megerian, Hovaness M/M 300
Pagoumian, Valentine Mrs. 100 Shishmanian, Manoug M/M 300
Pogosyan, Silvia Ms. 100 Gostanian, Manoug M/M 250
Mengouchian, Vartkes Mr. 75 Jamgotchian, Krikor Mr. 250
Demirdjian, Zaven M/M 50 Minassian, Vahram M/M 250
Gregorian, Gourgen M/M 50 Baghdassatian, Ghazar M/M 200
Kalikian, Aram M/M 50 Baghdassarian, Baghdig & Ani Drs. 200
Kertoyan, Family 50 Boyadjian, Gaydzag M/M 200
Shamlian, Family 50 Kelekian, Kegham M/M 200
Tateosian, Alice Mrs. 50 Kerestedjian, Alice Miss 200
Asarian, Sarkis M/M 30 Manoukian, Arsen M/M 200
Hajinian, Helen Miss 25 Megerian, Raffi M/M 200
Boyadjian, Peter Mr. 10 Voskerijian, Nayda Mrs. 200

Atakhanaian, Valot M/M 150
GRAPE DONATIONS Basmagian, R 150
Batavian, Suzane Mrs. 200 Kasparian, Dirouhie Mrs. 150
Agopian, Mari Ms. 100 Kazandjian, Sarkis M/M 150
Arslanian, Edward M/M 100 Simonian, Arakel M/M 150
Kazangian, Aida Mrs. 100 Arslanian, Edward M/M 100
Kerestedjian, Alice Miss 100 Callian, Alan M/M 100
Minassian, Karnig M/M 100 Cherkez, Olga Mrs. 100
Bakaljian, Haig M/M 50 Demirdjian, Edmond Dr. & Mrs. 100
Givelekian, Bedros M/M 50 Demirdjian, Zaven M/M 100
Kasparian, Dirouhie Mrs. 50 D’Onoftrio, Ralph M/M 100
Levarda, Dan M/M 50 Ghadimian, Hermine Mrs. & Son Edgar Mr. 100
Manookian, Anna & Jessica Misses 50 Indzhigulyan, Vartan M/M 100
Megerian, Hovaness M/M 50 Kalaigian, Hovanes M/M 100
Mengouchian, Jirair M/M 50 Kallem, Gary M/M 100
Mengouchian, Takouhi Mrs. 50 Kalustian, Varoujan M/M 100
Moschovits, Peter M/M 50 Kasparian, George Mr. 100
Zohrabian, Raffi Dr. & Mrs. 50 Kasparian, Kevork M/M 100
Demirdjian, Hambarsoom Mr. 30 Kazanjian, Albert M/M 100
Harutunian, Vartan M. 25 Khatchadoutian, Aram M/M 100
Kabarajian, Dickran M/M 25 Kochoumian, Eduard M/M 100
Sarkissian, Azad Mrs. & Family 25 Maliaroff, George M/M 100
Bodriguian, Family 20 Mangikian, Berge M/M 100
Janessian, Harriette Ms. 20 Markarian, Hrachik M/M 100
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Megerian, Toros M/M 100 Petropoulos, Sandy M/M 100
Mengouchian, Takouhi Mrs. 100 Tcholakian, Zaven M/M 100
Mengouchian, Vartkes Mr. 100 Tchotbajian, Nichan M/M 100
Minassian, Hovsep M/M 100 Velez, Augusto M/M 100
Nercessian, Krikor M/M 100 Tcholakian, Kegham M/M 75
Nigdelian, Vartkes M/M 100 Babikian, Lolita Mts. 50
Sakar, Gregory M/M 100 Kalikian, Aram M/M 50
Steul, Gary M/M 100 Najarian, Meline Ms. 50
Tavitian, Mardiros Mr. 100 Sookikian, Araxe Miss 50
Tervizian, Toros M/M 100 Tcholakian, Varoujan M/M 50
Turbendian, Dro M/M 100 Djizmedjian, Levon M. Mr. 40
Zohrabian, Raffi Dr. & Mrs. 100 Arkun, Anahit Mrs. 35
Barsamian, Ara M/M 75 Ciamician, Araxie Mts. 30
Margesian, Archalous Mrs. & Sara Miss 75 Demirdjian, Satenik Mrs. & Family 25
Moschovitis, Peter M/M 75 Ratyosyan, Ararat M/M 20
Yepremian, Mardo M/M 70
Demirdjian, Hambarsoom Mr. 55 IN MEMORY DONATIONS
Agasian, Garbis M/M 50 Hovagimian, Dikran M/M 50
Aghajan, Family 50 Tatevossian Leon & Merian Sylvie 50
Azarian, Hampik M/M 50 Mortgikian, Mihail M/M 50
Bajanov, Rostislav M/M 50
Bedikian, Armand M/M 50 IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
Detrian, Isabel Mrs. 50 FOR THE LATE, ANAHID EDZHURIAN
Gebian, Ohannes M/M 50 Adarian, Nurhan M/M 100
Hambarsoumian, Family 50 Demirjian, Harry M/M 100
Krikorian, Krikor M/M 50 Gulmezian, Onnik M/M 100
Markaryan, Roza Ms. 50 Martayan, Nelson M/M 75
Ohanian, Anjel Mrs. 50 Babikian, Levon M/M 50
Sheshedian, Mary Mrs. 50 Bardizbanian, Loucine Mrs. 50
Simonian, Hagop M/M 50 Baykov, Arsha Mrs. 50
Toma, Edgar M/M 50 Beikian, Donik M/M 50
Torossian, Frank M/M 50 Gurdoglanyan, Oganes M/M 50
Torossian, Hagop M/M 50 Hero, Hripsi Mrs. 50
Turbendian, Family 50 Korurdian, Haig M/M 50
Utecht, James M/M 50 Sharoyan, Edward M/M 50
Elmokian, Edmond M/M 40 Turbendian, Nigole M/M 50
Torossian, Hovig M/M 40 Utecht, James M/M 50
Babikian, Lolita Mrs. 30 Bagdassaryan, Aris M/M 40
Megherian, Khatchig M/M 30 Krikotian, Mary Mrs. 40
Oranjian, Takouhi Mrs. 30 Hatchikian, Hripsime Mrs. 30
Beyler, Adrine Ms. 25 Janikian, Arsen M/M 30
Shamlian, Levon M/M 25 Janikian, Eram M/M 30
Heghnian, Mary Mrs. 20 Pattinian, Beatrice Mrs. 25
Kirkorian, Gary M/M 20
IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
FOR THE LATE, KARNIK B. ARAKELYAN IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
Arakelyan, Arman M/M 200 FOR THE LATE, DR. SARKIS GHADIMIAN
Baklajian, Haig M/M 100 Abdalian, Suzane Mrs. 1000
Dilimetin, Gregory M/M 100 Kalfayan, Krikor M/M 400
Hye Bar Dance Group 100 Keloian, Anna Miss 300
Kalustian, Varujan M/M 100 Lee Family 300
Kochoumian, Eduard M/M 100 Ayvazian, Albert Mr. 200
Markarian, Anahid Mts. 100 Arax, Genia & Anette 100
Paternostro, Peter M/M 100 Choukhachian, Carlin M/M 100
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Galo, Galoust M/M
Gougoush, Arsine & Lizik
Gragossian, Alan M/M
Korean Paper Company
Markarian, Hrachik M/M
Merjian, Mardi Mr.
Tatevossian, Norik M/M
Vartanian, Roubik Dr. & Mzts.
Rosdick, Ashkhene & Armineh
Belekdanian, Hagop M/M
Gregorian, Gourgen M/M
Gross, Ania Mrs.
Norain,Cordell M/M
Oghlian, Setta Ms.

Rashduni, Harry D. M/M
Sevadjian, Raffi M/M

St. Sarkis Choir

Tavitian, Nercess M/M
Vartanian, Sandra Ms.
Yavarian, Martaghina Ms.
Yavatian, Varoujan M/M
Azarian, Hampik M/M
Azarian, Susan Mrs.
Bardizbanian, Lucine Mrts.
Gabrelian, Sebuh Henry M/M
Baboomian, Yeghia M/M
Baloumian, Marie Ms.
Fermadjian, Margarette Mrs.
Yessayan, Berdjouhi Mrs.
Ekmekgioglou, Aghavni Mrs.

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
FOR THE ILLATE, GOHAR GRIGORIAN
Grigorian, Alexander Mr.

Galo, Galoust M/M

Tatevossian, Norik M/M

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
80
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
35
35
30
30
25
20
20
20
50

100
50
50

FOR THE LLATE, ARSHALUCE JACOBIAN

Jacobian-Yaziciyan Meline & Gary M/M
Bayrakdarian, Carlo and Aurora Drs.
Givelekian, Garbis & Hachik
Ghadimian, Hermine Mrs. & Son Edgar
Gross, Ania Mrs.

Tatevossian, Norik M/M
Ter-Hovanessian, Roubina Ms.
Chamras, Arpenik Ms.

Anasa, Arman M/M

Gabrelian, Sebuh Henry M/M
Givelekian, Nanette Ms.

Markarian, Hrachik M/M

St. Sarkis Choir

Azarian, Hampik M/M
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400
200
150
100
100
100
100
60
50
50
50
50
50
35

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
FOR THE LLATE, BEDROS KALAJIAN
Makdessian, Harut M/M

Garabedian, Edourd M/M

Kaladjian, Kevork M/M

Megerian, Raffi M/M

Pogosyan, Diana Ms.

Givelekian, Bedros M/M

Tcholakian, Kegham M/M

Gasper Eric & Kayayan Yervand

Arik, Artin M/M

Azarian, Susan Mrs.

Hazarian, Madlen Ms.

Markarian, Anahid Mrs.

Sarkissian, Yervand Mr. & Family
Babikian, Lolita Mrs.

Jamgotchian, Varoujan M/M
Shamamian, Araksi Ms.

Petruccelli, Antonio & Edelmira

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS

FOR THE LLATE, GEORGE KASPARIAN

Borazanian, John M/M
Hirschman, Carolyn Ms.
Nersesian, Mourad M/M
Tashjian, Edward M/M
Bongiovi, Judith Ms.
Dibrita, Anthony M/M
Givelekian, Bedros M/M
Kalustian, Varujan M/M
St. Sarkis Choir
Stavinoha, Daniel W. M/M
Walker, Robert M/M
D’Onofrio, Madeleine Ms.
Carey, Louise

Megerian, Raffi M/M
Milian, Harry M/M
Hovsepian, Roxie Ms.

IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS

150
100
100
100
100
75
75
60
50
50
50
50
35
30
25
25
20

100
100
100
100
50
50
50
50
50
50
40
30
25
25
25
10

FOR THE LATE, VERJIN MAGARDICIAN

Dr. Karnig D. Magardician

Anasa, Karabet & Lucia

Bekian, Edward & Arpi
Meguerdichian, Ardash & Gabriela
Ohannessian, Elizabeth

Baklajian, Haig & Emma
Kubikian, Arthur & Louiza Drs.
Kulhangian, Arshalous & Kazandjian Alice
Sheshedian, Mary

Toma, Ariton & Daniela
Demirdjian, Zaven & Elvira
Baklajian, Victoria

Hamparian, Simon & Sham

250
100
100
60
60
50
50
50
50
50
40
30
30
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Barsamian, Edward & Coharig 25 Melkonian, Anna Ms. 50
Bostanian, Dikran 20 Sakar, Nurayir Norman Mr. 50
Buzantian, Jirair 20 Sarmisaklioglu, Nisan & Alis M/M 50
Ferrante, Anthony & Zanoot 20 Torossian, Ara Mr. 50
Gorgodian, Geta 20 Ohannessian, Elizabeth Mrs. 30
Crisici, William & Doris M/M 25
IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS Dedeian, Lucy Ms. 25
FOR THE LLATE, HAIG NEKDAIIAN Derderian, Mary Ms. 25
Balian, Mary Ms. 100 Manoogian, Harry M/M 25
Davidian,Zaven M/M 100 Tatarian, Margaret Ms. 25
Zeibari, Edward M/M 50 Tompkins, Kathleen Ms. 20
IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS IN LIEU OF FLOWER DONATIONS
FOR THE LLATE, SAMUEIL SHESHEDIAN FOR THE LATE, ONNIK TOKATLIAN
Sheshedian, Mary Mrs. 300 Avedissian, Haroutiun Mr. 100
Kedeshian, Abraham Dr. 200 Kasparian, Dirouhie & Mahtesyan Valodya 50
Asdigian, Michael Mr. 100 Kourdian, Haig & Dora 50
Boudakian, Antranig M/M 100 Voskinarian, Mourad & Virginia 50
Hays, Jack Mr. 100 Tokatlian, Nelly Mrs. 35
Kalustian, Varujan M/M 100 Aprahamian, Souren & Hripsime 30
Hutson, Judith Ms. 75 Hachikian, Keham & Surpuhi 30
Mouradian, Susie Ms. 75 Haigian, Haig & Mary 30
Bezirjian, Rose Ms. 50 Hatchikian, Haig & Hripsime 30
Biosyan, Dirohi Ms. 50 Sharoyan, Edward & Evi 30
Givelekian, Bedros M/M 50 Mouradian, Veronika 25
Magardician, Karnig Dr. 50 Nishanian, Alexan & Shake 25
Manookian, Jessica & Anna Misses 50 Parnakian, Mihran & Haigouhi 20
Megerian, Hovaness M/M 50

The Pastor and Board of Trustees
welcomed the following new members to Saint Sarkis Church family in 2005:

Mrs. Suzanne Abdalian Dr. and Mrs. Harry & Mary Kasparian,

Dr. and Mrs. Michael & Talin Abrankian, Mrs. Diroubie Kasparian &V alodya Mabtesyan,
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen & Liza Andreoponlos, Ms. Alice Kerestedjian,

Mr. and Mrs. Alain & Mayda Artinian, Mr. and Mrs. Ara & Tania Kerestedjian,

Myr. and Mrs. Vahe & Seta Bijimenian, Mr. and Mrs. Simon and Shirley Kesisyan

Mr. Vigen Biramian, Mr. and Mrs. Dan & Sabina I evarda,

Mr. and Mrs. Edward & Aghavni Bodriguian, Mr. and Mrs. Armand & Emma Markarian,
Mr. and Mrs. Alan & Zaghig Callian, Mr. Vartkes Mengouchian,

Mr. and Mrs. Michael & Regina Chookasezian, Mr. and Mrs. Antranig & Varsenne Sarkissian,
Mr. and Mrs. Misak & Gayane Edzhurian, Dr. Alina & Mr. Dan Stancin,

Mr. and Mrs. Karapet &V asiliki Everekyan, Mpr. and Mrs. Richard & Gloria Tedesco,

Dr. and Mrs. Hagop Gorgissian Mrs. Nayda Voskerijian,

Ms. Mayda Harontunian, Mr. and Mrs. Mourad & Virginia 1 oskinarian

We greatly appreciate and thank you for your membership and commitment to be part of Saint Sarkis Church.
We welcome and invite you to participate in the various activities and programs offered
and thank you for your continued support in making Saint Sarkis Church a vibrant spiritual and cultural center
serving the needs of the Armenian Community.
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PINGPONG CLUB
ACTIVITIES

The Sports Club meets every
Monday and Thursday starting
at 7:00 pm., for exciting Table

Tennis sparring and tournaments.
Those wishing to join for a little
exercise or for the sheer joy of
competition, kindly contact Mr.
Dicran Toma or the Church
office at 718-224-2275.

WISH LIST

Sponsors wanted!!!

for future issues of

SHOGHAGAT

To celebrate a happy event, in
memory of a loved one, or for any
reason, please consider sponsoring
an issue of the Shoghagat

or placing an announcement or ad.

For sponsorship information,
please contact the church office at:
718-224-2275.

Thank youl!

Discovering The Gospel of
St. Matthew
at
BIBLE 101
A conversation with our young
generation (Age 25-40)
Every Other Monday at

PAGOUMAIN HALL,
ST. SARKIS CHURCH,
Douglaston, NY
For more information contact the
Pastor at the Church office

or
Mrt. Daniel Gulbenkian at

SAINT SARKIS ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
is always ready to serve you.

Please call the office at 718 224-2275 for assistance with:
- Hall Rental information
- Scheduling of Requiem Services, Weddings, Baptisms
- Inquiries about church membership and activities
- Information about Saturday and Sunday Schools
- Information on Auxiliary Bodies and their Activities
- Information about Programs for Seniors, Bible Study,
Children and Youth
- Donations to the church

You can also obtain updates on activities, calendar of events or
other information by visiting our website at:www.stsarkischurch.net

NEW HALL RENTAL RATES IN EFFECT
CHADRJIAN HALL

Members in good standing will be able to rent the hall for a $500.00 for a

weekend evening - five hours , for any celebration. Very reasonable rates are

also available for 3 hour rentals for Christenings or Hokejash immediately
following Sunday Services.

Other facilities are available at simillar excellent rates.
What better reason to become a St. Sarkis family today.
Please call the church office for details. 718-224-2275

SAINT SARKIS MEMBERSHIP

It costs only a $200.00 a year per family to become members of

the Saint Sarkis Parish.

Not only will you enjoy a spiritual tie to the church but there are

other tangible benefits of membership. Special rates for Saint
Sarkis facilities rental, discounts for the basketball program
registration are only some of them. Those wishing to join or
get additonal information on church activities, please call the
Church office at 718-224-2275.
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3U3sSUrUrnNrE-brL

Uhnlyp pwplig hwypbip ni duwypbip, hnjuuwnpujuir ndniwpnigbmivg yuwapbwnwr ek Yn
quynihp Uppwlyhonbw) Muwipwpuwglbiv ywl Ghtintigimy nptul abmbhwpyt, hwabgbp htinwaw)iti|
gpuwubibtiwl (718) 224-2275, npwtuqh wwwhnyynip ap ophitiw iipyuyniehiivp Quipnidn; Sui
uko:

Snghihwiighunph hwiwp hwakgtp htinwawyith| kytintiging gpuukithwly whitie OFCRL WG Y-
uon, npuwbugqh yuphbhwip minivivipp tpwy ] Ghpwlyivoptiwy phpphYhh 1ike:

Bpl hhiwiy wwpwquy ip nilthpe ypud ke Yudl hprwbmwimgp e Yp thwhwphp Snypiplt
wyghnipehiivp, hwakgkp hinwaw) ik Gytintkging gpuubitiwl yut Stp Sop ypnilp:

Nwahgtp tytimthgmu gqpuubiithwlyp wphnbwmly wwht| hwugth Ywd hinwawyith nphik
mpnjunippiih, npytugh ywphbiwbp Yuwhnbwmp Yopwyny pnpupuwpuwyuir kv phiuwmyp w-
nuwpniiilip yupwnt e alvg hwnnpy yuwht hwiwphu mhgnimupabipniiv:

Nwahgtp dhq phnbwly wwhb| npldk dnnwgnid juwdl  ujuw] wpdwbwgpniphtih, npytuqp
«CNULWUUG»)h juenny phipl ke uppwgntilip:

ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear Senior Citizens, if you are missing the Sunday Badarak or any church activity due to transportation, please

call the church office (718) 224-2275.

For Requiem Service, please call the church office the latest by FRIDAY noon, so we can include the name in
the Sunday Bulletin.

Do you have some one who is sick at home or in the hospital? please call the church office or Pastor’s home for
visit from our Der Hayr Nareg Terterian.

Please notify the church office of any change of address and phone number to insure uninterrupted delivery of
your church mailings. Please help us keep our data base up to date.

Please inform the church office any error or omission to be considered in next issue of SHOGHAGAT.

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Kindly send your donations to the church office
38-65 234TH STREET DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

L_____________________J

| I Support SHOGHAGAT! |
nclosed 1s my donation to keep St. dSarkis A spiritual and cultural center
, Enclosed is my donati keep St. Sarkis A spiritual and cultural ,
I NAME: o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e I
ADDRESS: = = e e e e e e e e m e e
| |
I $ 10 enclosed O $ 20 enclosed O] $ 50 enclosed I
[] $75enclosed [] $ 100 enclosed [] Other _ _
I I
| I
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