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Front cover:
Celebrating the life of  

Mr. Bedros Givelekian with 
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Sireli Paregamner,

	 This	 special	 issue	 of 	 Shoghagat	 celebrates	 the	 vibrant	 life	 and	 selfless	
contributions of   Mr. Bedros Givelekian to both church and country.  Mr. Givelekian - 
Bedros to his friends - led the Board of  Trustees of  Saint Sarkis Church as Chairman 
for twenty years.  While on the Board, Bedros used his talents in accounting and persua-
sion	to	secure	the	financial	footing	of 	Saint	Sarkis	Church	during	the	rebuilding	of 	the	
sanctuary	after	a	fire	devasted	the	original	Church	building	in	1985.	

 I regret that I did not know Mr. Givelekian well, though his stellar reputation 
certainly	made	me	feel	like	I	did.		I	met	him	at	the	Church’s	50th	Anniversary	celebra-
tion	last	November	for	the	first	time.		A	Godfather	to	our	Church,	a	benefactor,	advi-
sor,	teacher,	businessman,	confident,	counselor,	husband,	brother,	father,	grandfather,	
uncle	and	friend,	Bedros	played	so	many	roles	so	well.		After	editing	this	issue,	I	wish	I	
knew him on a more personal level much better.  

 The pages of  Shoghagat capture the eulogies read during Bedros’ memorial 
-- each tells a story, a chapter in the life of  this great man who contributed so much to 
build	St.	Sarkis	Church	for	all	of 	us	to	cherish.		May	his	family	and	friends	find	solace	in	
knowing that Bedros inspired so many during his lifetime and continues to inspire those 
with his memory.

 Please keep the soul of  Bedros Givelekian in your prayers.  I know I will..

 
Victoria Mesropian Yekhpairian, Editor
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Message from His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of  the See of  Cilicia
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Message from His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate

 
  

ÚáõÝÇë 21, 2013 
            ÂÇõ 237/13 

 
²ñÅ³Ý³å³ïÇõ 
î. Ü³ñ»Ï øÑÝÛ. ÂñÃé»³Ý, Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ  
»õ ä³ïáõ³ñÅ³Ý Ðá·³µ³ñÓáõÃÇõÝ êáõñµ ê³ñ·Çë ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ 
î³ÏÉÁëÃÁÝ, ÜÇõ ºáñù. 
 

ø³é³ëáõÝ ûñ»ñ ³Ýó»ñ »Ý ³ÛÝ ïËáõñ å³Ñ¿Ý, »ñµ ä»ïñáë ÖÇí¿É¿ù»³Ý Ñ»é³ó³õ 
³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑ¿Ý áõ Çñ ëÇñ»ÉÇÝ»ñ¿Ý, ·ïÝ»Éáí Çñ Ñ³Ý·ÇëïÁ Ù»ñ îÇñáç Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³É- 
Ý»ñáõ ÑáÛÉÇÝ Ù¿ç£ Æñ Ù³ÑÁ ëáõ·Ç Ù³ïÝ»ó Çñ Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñÁ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ êáõñµ ê³ñ- 
·Çë »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÁ, áñáõÝ Í³ÕÏÙ³Ý áõ Û³é³ç¹ÇÙáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ »ñÏ³¯ñ ï³ñÇ- 
Ý»ñ ëÇñáí áõ ÝáõÇñáõ³ÍáõÃ»³Ùµ ³ßË³ï»ó³õ£ 

ºë ã×³Ýãó³Û ä»ïñáëÁ ³ÛÝå¿ë ÇÝãå¿ë µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÝ»ñ »õ ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñ ½Çñ³ñ ÏÁ 
×³ÝãÝ³Ý£ ºë ×³Ýãó³Û ½ÇÝù Çñ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý »õ Ï³ï³ñ³Í »Ï»Õ»ó³ß¿Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇÝ 
ÁÝ¹Ù¿ç¿Ý£ ²Ý Çñ ³ÝÙÇç³Ï³Ý Ñá·³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý ï³Ï ³é³õ êáõñµ ê³ñ·Çë »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ Çñ 
Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáí, Ý³Ë ßÇÝ»Éáí êáõñµ ê³ñ·Çë »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ áñå¿ë Ï³éáÛó, »õ ³å³ Ç ÙÇ 
Ù¿Ïï»Õ»Éáí Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñÁª Ñá·»õáñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÇÝ ÑÇÙ»ñÁ ³õ»ÉÇ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹»Éáí£ ºõ 
³ëÇÏ³ »Õ³õ Çñ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ, ÝáõÇñáõÙÁ »õ ³Ûë ×³Ùµáíª Çñ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý ·áÑáõÝ³- 
ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÁ£  

ä»ïñáëÁ ãµ³õ³Ï³Ý³ó³õ ÙÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ï»Õ³Ï³Ý µÝáÛÃ ÏñáÕ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ£ 
ÜáõÇñáõÙáí Í³é³Û»ó Ý³»õ ²½·³ÛÇÝ ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇë ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç, 
áñå¿ë ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý ·³ÝÓ³å³ÑÁ, ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ Çñ ÷áñÓ³éáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ ·ÇïáõÃÇõÝÁ Ç 
ëå³ë ¹Ý»Éáí ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇë í³ñã³Ï³Ý ·áñÍ»ñáõ ë³ÑáõÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ£ ºõ Çñ µáÉá- 
ñ³Ýáõ¿ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇÝ áñå¿ë »ñ³ËïÇù, ³ñÅ³Ý³ó³õ Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇ- 
ÏáëáõÃ»³Ý ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý ²ëå»ïÇ ßù³Ýß³ÝÇÝ »õ ²½·³ÛÇÝ ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇë ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý 
²ñÍÇõ ßù³Ýß³ÝÇÝ£ ì³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñª áñáÝù ÙÇ³ÛÝ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ ß³ÑáõÇÝ£ 

Æñ Ù¿ç Û³ïáõÏ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇ ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ÏÁ ·ïÝ»Ù ³ÛÝ ÇÙ³ëïáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ Çñ 
å³ßïûÝÇ Ï³ï³ñáõÙÇ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, ·Çïó³õ å³ïñ³ëï»É Çñ Û³çáñ¹Ý»ñÁª Ñ³õ³ï³ñ- 
ÙáõÃ»³Ý »õ ³ßËáÛÅ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ »é³Ý¹áí£ Æñ Ï³ï³ñ³Í óáõóÙáõÝùÝ»ñáí »õ Ã»É³¹- 
ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí û·ï³Ï³ñ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³õ Çñ Û³çáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ, áñáÝù ³Ûëûñ »ñ³Ëï³·Ç- 
ïáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ ·áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Çñ»Ýó Û³ñ·³ÝùÁ ÏÁ Û³ÛïÝ»Ý ³Ýáñ ÛÇß³ï³ÏÇÝ »õ ßÝáñ- 
Ñ³å³ñï ÏÁ ÙÝ³Ý ä»ïñáëÇÝ ïáõ³Í ûñÇÝ³ÏÇÝ£ 

²Ûëûñ, ³éÇÃÝ ¿ ÏñÏÇÝ Ù»ñ »ñ³Ëï³·ÇïáõÃÇõÝÁ Û³ÛïÝ»Éáõ ÇÙ³ëïáõÝ »õ ·áñ- 
ÍáõÝ»³Û Õ»Ï³í³ñÇ ÙÁ Ï»ñå³ñÇÝ£ ÎÁ Û³ÛïÝ»Ýù Ý³»õ Ù»ñ ó³õ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Çñ 
Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñáõÝ »õ ÏÁ ÙËÇÃ³ñ»Ýù ½Çñ»Ýù ³ÛÝ Ñ³ëÏ³óáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ, áñ ÝÙ³Ý ³ÙáõëÇÝ 
ÙÁ, Ñ³Ûñ ÙÁ »õ ÝáõÇñ»³É Ñ³Ûáñ¹Ç ÙÁ áõÝ»ó³Í »Ý£ 

ÚÇß³ï³ÏÝ ³ñ¹³ñáÛÝ ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ »ÕÇóÇ£ 
²ÕûÃ³ñ³ñª 

 
úÞ²Î²Ü ²ðøºäÆêÎàäàê 

²é³çÝáñ¹ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇÝ 
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Message from His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General

Սիրելի սգակիր հաւատացեալներ,

Հաւաքուած ենք միասնաբար աղօ-
թելու մեզմէ բաժնուած հաւատաւոր 
անդամի մը հոգւոյն համար, զօրակ-
ցելու անոր ընտանեկան պարա-
գաներուն՝ իրենց սիրեցեալ հարա-
զատի կորուստին համար, բայց 
մանաւանդ փառք տալու Ամենակալ 
Աստուծոյ որ, արժէքներէ հետզհե-
տէ դատարկուող  մեր ընկերութեան 
մէջ, դեռ եւս շօշափելի կեր-
պով  զգալի կը դարձնէ իր ներ-
կայութիւնը անձնուէր հաւա-
տացեալներով, ինչպիսին էր 
հանգուցեալը՝ Պետրոս Ճիվէլէկ-
եանը, որ աստուածապարգեւ իր 
կեանքի օրերը ապրեցաւ եւ գոր-
ծածեց ի սպաս ոչ միայն իր անձին, 
ընտանիքին ու անմիջական հարա-
զատներուն, այլ նաեւ համայնքին, 
ազգին եւ ինչու չէ առհասարակ 
մարդկութեան։

Սուրբ Գրային հասկացողու-
թեամբ անունը մարդն իսկ կը 
բնորոշէ, ինչպէս Հին Կտակարանին՝ 
նոյնպէս Նոր Կտակարանին մէջ։ 
Երբ մեր Տէրը Յիսուս Քրիստոս 
իր աշակերտը՝ Յովնանի որդի 
Սիմոնը վերակոչեց Պետրոս (Մր 
3.16), որ կը նշանակէ վէմ, ժայռ, 
անոր առաքելութիւնը բնութագրեց 
իր նորահաստատ եկեղեցւոյ մէջ։ 
Նոյն հասկացողութեամբ, մեր 
նախահայրերը ո՛չ թէ պատահակա-
նութեան որպէս արդիւնք իրենց 
զաւակներուն անուն կուտային, 
այլ՝ յստակ գիտակցութեամբ եւ հա-
ւատքով, թէ տուեալ սուրբին կամ 
հերոսին շնորհքով, առաքինութեամբ 
եւ արիութեամբ օծուն կեանք մը պի-
տի վարէ ենթական։   

Երբ ութը տասնամեակներու 
վրայ տարածուած Պետրո Ճիվէլէկ-
եանի կեանքը կը փորձենք վեր 
առնել այս խիստ սահմանափակ 
ժամանակամիջոցին  մէջ, վստահա-
բար կարելի չէ աւելի գեղեցիկ եւ 

իրապաշտ մէջբերում մը գտնել քան 
Տէրունական խօսքը իր Աշակերտին 
ուղղուած, թէ՝ «Դուն ես վէմը, եւ այդ 
վէմին վրայ պիտի շինեմ եկեղեցիս» 
(Մտ 16.18)։ 

Այսինքն՝ այն  խոստովանութիւնը 
որ Պետրոս Առաքեալ ըրած էր, թէ՝ 
Քրիստոս կենդանի Աստուծոյ որդին 
է։  Հանգուցեալին կեանքը երբ վեր-
լուծենք իր բոլոր երեսներով, պի-
տի տեսնենք որ արդարեւ անիկա 
ժայռի նման տոկուն կռուան մը 
հանդիսացած էր իր ընտանիքին ու 
համայնքին Ռումանիայէն մինչեւ 
Պէյրութ եւ Ամերիկա։  Հակառակ 
իրեն ընձեռուած անտանելի դժուա-
րութեանց, ճակատագրակից բազ-
մահազար հայորդիներու նման 
կեանքի անողոք քուրային մէջ 
շիկացած, ան զօրացած ինքնու-
թեամբ եւ նկարագրով դուրս եկաւ 
անկէ, հասնելով ընտանիքի՛ն թէ 
բարեկամին, ծանօթի՛ն ու անծա-
նօթին։ Ոչի՛նչ խնայեց որպէսզի զինք 
հիւրընկալող երկրորդ հայրենիքին 

ու երկիրներուն պարտապան չմնայ, 
այլ իր պարտքը վերածելով գիտա-
կից պարտականութեան, դարձաւ 
դրական եւ շինիչ ոյժ մը որ գիտէ աշ-
խատիլ, օգնել եւ բարձրանալով իր 
հետ բարձրացնել նաեւ ուրիշներ։  

 
Պետրոս, հայու արդար քրտինքով 

կրցաւ պատուաբեր դիրքի հաս-
ցընել իր ընտանիքը՝ ըլլալով օրի-
նակելի ամուսին, հայր, եղբայր, 
հօրեղբայր, մեծ հայր։ Ան եղաւ 
վստահելի կռուան մը, անխտիր իր 
ներդրումը բերելով իր ժողովուրդի 
զաւակներուն։ Քրիստոնեայ հայու 
իր սերմերը ծառայութեան ընդ-
մէջէն անսակարկ ցանեց՝ որպէս Ս. 
Սարգիսի ատենապետ, Ազգային 
Առաջնորդարանի Վարչութեան ան-
դամ, Վարդանանց Ասպետներու 
սպարապետ, Վուտսայտի Հայ 
Կեդրոնի յանձնառու անդամ, եւս 
առաւել՝ Հայրապետական ընդունե-
լութեան, ինչպէս նաեւ բազմաթիւ 
ձեռնարկներու կազմակերպիչ յանձնա-
խումբի ատենապետ։ Անիկա 
իր ասպարէզին մէջ եղաւ պար-
կեշտ, բայց մանաւանդ՝ իր յաճա-
խորդներուն տագնապներուն լու-
ծումներ գտնող վստահելի բարեկամ 
մը։  

 
Այս բոլորէն վեր՝ Պետրոս կը մնայ 

իր անուան հարազատ եւ հաւատարիմ 
վկայութիւնը, յատկապէս Ս. Սարգիս 
եկեղեցւոյ կեանքէն ներս։ Ան 
ո՛չ միայն օգտակար եղաւ եւ իր 
տաղանդները շահարկեց ի նպաստ 
նորակառոյց եկեղեցւոյ  շինութեան, 
այլ անսակարկ կերպով իր էութիւնը 
միախառնեց  անոր հիմերուն, պայծա-
ռակերպման ու վերելքին։ Այո՛, ան 
ինքզինք նոյնացուց եկեղեցւոյ հետ 
երբ, իր ամբողջ ընտանիքին ու 
ասպարէզին ճակատագիրը նժարի 
մէջ դնելով, ստորագրեց այս փոքրիկ 
համայնքին վրայ Թամոկլեան սուրի 
նման ճօճուող ահաւոր ծանրութեամբ 
պարտամուրհակը, մինչ նիւթական 
վիճակով իրմէ շատ աւելի 

In 2002, Chairman of the 40th Anniversary of 
the inception of St. Sarkis Church.

  

ՊԵՏՐՈՍ ՃԻՎԷԼԷԿԵԱՆԻ
Անթառամ Յիշատակին Խօսուած Դամբանական
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պատասխանատու անձեր վերապահ 
մնացին նման յանձնառութիւն կա-
տարելէ։ Այո՛, իր սիրտը եկեղեցւոյ 
սրտին հետ տրոփեց ուրախութեան, 
բայց մանաւանդ տագնապի պահերուն, 
երբ ամսավերջին՝ պարտամուրհակի  
վճարումի հրէշային օրերը  կը մօտենա-
յին, մարդկայնօրէն յուսահատական 
կացութեան մէջ, մետասաներորդ 
ժամուն Աստուծոյ օգնութեամբ իս-
կական հրաշք մը կը կատարուէր 
երբեմն ծանօթ եւ երբեմն անծանօթ 
ազնուահոգի անհատներու կողմէ։ 
Այո՛, իր ամբողջական նուիրումով 
գուրգուրաց իր հոգեզաւակը հան-
դիսացող Աստուծոյ այս Տան, երբ 
ամէն առտու իր գրասենեակի 
ճամբուն վրայ հանդիպելով, անոր 
վեհ սլացքով թռիչք առաւ իր աշխա-
տանքը, իսկ օրուան մնացեալ 
ժամերուն իր աշխատանքներուն 
մնայուն մաս դարձուց անոր 
առօրեայ մտահոգութիւնները։ Այո՛, 
հայրական վերաբերմունքով գիտցաւ 
գնահատել բոլորին ներդրումը 
եկեղեցւոյ վերելքին մէջ, եւ իր մշտա-
կան ներկայութեամբ օրինակ եղաւ 
եկեղեցւոյ եւ գաղութային կեանքին 
մէջ մասնակցելով օրհնուելու մշտա-
կան բարիքին։ 

Եւ վերջապէս, որպէս իրաւ վէմ՝ 
այս եկեղեցւոյ մշտական բար-
գաւաճման եւ յառաջդիմութեան, 
ան գիտցաւ պատրաստել ապագայ 
գործակիցներ, որպէսզի Հայ եկե-
ղեցւոյ ու ազգին պարծանք դար-
ձած այս հոյակերտ կառոյցը հա-
ւատքի, մշակութային, ընկերային 
կեանքի մէջ շարունակէ իր առա-

քելութիւնը առաւել թափով եւ նոր 
տեսլականներով։     

 
Սիրելի Պետրոս, 
Վստահ եմ ինչպէս իմ, նաեւ 

բոլոր անոնք որոնք իրենց կեանքը 
բաժնեցին հետդ, ճանչցան քեզ, ու 
գործեցին միասնաբար, ամէնքին 
կեանքին մէջ իւրայատուկ տեղ մը 
ունեցար։ Չեմ կրնար ըսել որ  կեան-
քիդ բոլոր երեսներուն տեղեակ եմ, 
սակայն կրնամ անվերապահ ըսել 
թէ ազնիւ ու հաւատացեալ ծնողքէդ 
ժառանգած բարեմասնութիւններդ 
բազմապատկելով, դարձար ժպտուն, 
դրական մտածող ու գործող, եւ 
բարիք գործելու միշտ պատրաստ 
անձնաւորութիւն մը։ Ինչպէս մեծա-
նուն բանաստեղծ, փիլիսոփայ եւ 
արուեստագէտ Ճպրան Խալիլ Ճպրան 
ըսած է, բարիք ընելը քու բնութեանդ 
նոյնքան հարազատ էր ինչպէս 
ծառին՝ պտուղ տալը, ծաղիկին՝ բոյր 
սփռելը, զեփիւռին՝ քաղցրութեամբ 
դէմքեր շոյելն ու զովացնելը։ Պար-
զութեանդ մէջ հմայք մը ունէիր եւ 
անխտիր յարգանք պարտադրած՝ 
շրջապատիդ։ Զարմանալի եւ նա-
խանձելի ըլլալու աստիճան անձ 
մըն էիր որ «ոչ» ըսել չէր գիտեր։ 
Իսկ աւելին՝ անկեղծութեանդ 
եւ նուիրումիդ առհաւատչեան 
եղող խօսքովդ՝ «Մա՛նչս, բան մը 
կ՚ընենք», խօսք մը որուն մէջ կար 
ջերմութիւն, ապահովութիւն, եւ յոյս, 
դրական ոգիով կը պարուրէիր եւ կը 
փարատէիր դիմացինիդ տագնապ-
ները։ 

Պաշտօններ վարելով չդարձար 
Աթոռի գերի, այլ զայն վերածեցիր 

ազգաշէն միջոցի՝ քու անշահախնդիր 
ծառայասիրութեանդ ոգիով կենսա-
ւորելով։ Համակ սէր, ժպիտ եւ 
նուիրում էիր եւ միշտ պատրաստ՝ 
փարատելու մարդոց տագնապներն 
ու մտահոգութիւնները, եւ մինչեւ 
այս կեանքէդ բաժնուիլը  մնացիր 
միշտ նոյնը՝ նման մոմի պատրոյգին, 
որ մինչեւ վերջին ակնթարթը 
լոյս կու տայ։ Այո՛, մինչեւ վերջին 
ակնթարթը, որովհետեւ Մայրերու 
տօնին յարգելով եւ ուրախացնելով 
կողակիցդ՝ Սօնիան, որ նեցուկ 
եղաւ քեզի կեանքիդ բոլոր օրերուն, 
նաեւ թոռնիկիդ՝ Թովմասին եւս 
տարեդարձը տօնելէ ետք, երբ 
յաջորդ օրն իսկ կը պատրաստուէիր 
նուիրական նպատակի մը համար 
հեռախօսային ժողով ունենալ եւ 
ապա Ֆլօրիտա մեկնիլ, անակնկալ 
եւ անդարձ կերպով մեկնեցար 
խաղաղ, պարտակնութիւններդ լի-
ուլի կատարած, եւ պատրաստ՝ եր-
անաւէտ ձայնը լսելու,  «Բարի եւ 
հաւատարիմ ծառայ, մտի՛ր Տիրոջդ 
ուրախութենէն ներս»։

 
Օրինակդ վարակիչ դառնայ,
Յիշատակդ անթառամ մնայ,
Եւ Աստուծոյ Սուրբ Սեղանին վրայ 
Բարեսէր կեանքդ խունկի նման 

ընդունելի ըլլայ։
 

Անուշաւան Եպիսկոպոս
Ս. Սարգիս Եկեղեցի,
Տակլսթըն, Նիւ Եորք

The 1997 Board of Trustees of Saint Sarkis Church.
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Message from Der Nareg Terterian, Pastor
 Սիրելի սգակիր քոյրեր եւ եղբայրներ,

 Հաւաքուած ենք այստեղ մեր յարգանքի տուր-
քը մատուցելու մեր շատ Սիրելի Պետրոս Ճիվէլէկ-
եանի յիշատակին։ Հաւաքուած ենք երբ մեր բոլորին 
սրտերուն վրայ կը ճնշէ ահաւոր ցաւ, որովհետեւ 
կորսնցուցած ենք թանկագին անձ մը։ Բառերը անզօր 
են ամոքելու մեր վիշտը. եւ երբ մարդկային բառերը 
կը դառնան անիմաստ, մենք մեր հայացքը կ՚ուղղենք 
մեր հաւատքի աղբիւրին՝ մեր Տիրոջ Յիսուս Քրիստոսի 
խօսքերուն, որպէսզի անոնցմով մխիթարանք գտնենք 
մեր ցաւերուն։ Մեր Տէրը կ՚ըսէ. «Ան որ ինծի կը 
հաւատայ թէպէտեւ մեռնի՝ պիտի ապրի»։ Այլ խօսքով՝ 
ապրելու, եւ յաւիտենապէս 
ապրելու պայմանը հաւատքն է։ 

 Այսօր մենք հաւաքուած 
ենք եւ բոլորս վկաներ ենք Պետ-
րոս Ճիվէլէկեանի հաւատքին 
մասին։ Ան հաւատաց իր հաս-
կըցած ձեւով, եւ իր հաւատքը 
ապրեցաւ իր ծառայութեան 
ընդմէջէն։ Ծառայութիւն մը որ 
երկարեցաւ իր կեանքի ամբողջ 
ընթացքին եւ բիւրեղացաւ այս-
տեղ՝ Ս․ Սարգիս Եկեղեցւոյ մէջ։ 
Այդ հաւատքին եւ ծառայու-
թեան արդիւնքն է այս սուրբ 
կառոյցը ու սերունդներ պիտի 
հաւաքուին ապրելու համար 
իրենց հաւատքը։

 Ես պիտի ուզեմ իմ ան-
ձնական վկայութիւնս տալ իմ 
ունեցած փորձառութեանս 
մասին Պետրոս Ճիվէլէկեանին 
հետ։

 I came to know Mr. Bed-
ros Givelekian eleven years ago when I was assigned to 
serve St. Sarkis Church as a deacon.  Bedros was the 
Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees.  He was a man who 
had the privilege to interact with three Catholicoses.  
That could be pretty intimidating for a deacon who just 
graduated from the seminary.  But when I met Bedros, he 
and	Fr.	Anoushavan	(the	pastor	at	that	time)	welcomed	
me and we quickly established a relationship based on 
mutual respect. 

 Upon my priestly ordination, when my wife 
and	I	came	back	to	New	York,	Fr.	Anoushavan	picked	
us	at	JFK	Airport	and	as	we	were	driving	on	the	Cross	
Island Parkway, I asked “Hayr Sourp where are we go-
ing to stay”?  He said “Bedros wants you to stay at his 
home	until	you	find	somewhere	to	stay”.		Sure	enough,	

we stayed with Bedros and enjoyed the hospitality of  the 
Givelekian family for a week.  For me that week was like 
taking a crash course in the history of  St. Sarkis Church, 
as Bedros taught me about the church he loved.

 Years later I found myself  serving with Bedros 
on	the	Executive	Council	of 	the	Armenian	Prelacy.		I	wit-
nessed Bedros in action, ensuring the Prelacy continued 
to provide its services to our communities.  It is ironic 
that on this very day in 2009, Bedros and I drove to Bos-

ton to attend the National Rep-
resentatives	Assembly.		We	spent	
three quality hours discussing 
issues related to the Prelacy and 
St. Sarkis Church. 

 My last encounter with 
Bedros was a few weeks ago, 
when he and Sonia were here 
to offer requiem service for the 
souls of  their departed family 
members.		At	the	end	of 	church	
services, I sat down with Bed-
ros during fellowship hour and 
we had a conversation about all 
the good things happening at St. 
Sarkis Church.  I told him about 
the various new committees that 
were forming to better serve the 
needs of  the church.  For me this 
was	the	final	lesson	from	Bedros,	
he said “that’s a great idea be-

cause we all need to continue to work for this church”.

 «Պէտք է բոլորս աշխատինք այս Եկեղեցիին 
համար»։ Այս պատգամը Պետրոս Ճիվէլէկեանին։ 
Բոլորս շարունակենք աշխատիլ այս եկեղեցւոյ համար, 
Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ համար։

 Իմ մտածումներս պիտի ուզեմ եզրակացնել մեծ 
բանաստեղծ Վահան Թէքէեանին խօսքերով.-

«Եկեղեցին Հայկական բարձր բերդն է հաւատքին
Իմ պապերուս, որ հողէն զայն քար առ քար հանեցին
Եւ երկինքէն իջուցին զայն ցօղ առ ցօղ, ամպ առ ամպ,
Ու թաղուեցա՜ն անոր մէջ հանդարտութեամբ, 

հեզութեամբ...»

Թող Աստուած Օրհնէ յիշատակը Պետրոս Ճիվէլէկեանին։ 

“ ‘Hayr Sourp where are we going to 
stay’?  He said ‘Bedros wants you to 
stay at his home until you find some-
where to stay’ ”. 
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Message from Dr. Aram Cazazian, Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees

The 1991 Board of Trustees of Saint Sarkis Church in the new church sanctuary.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of St. Sarkis 
Church and personally, on behalf of my wife Rima and my-
self, I extend to all of you our deepest and sincere condo-
lences for the loss of your most precious life partner, father 
and grandfather.

It is with great sadness that I stand in front of you to-
day to honor the life of my friend, the honorary Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of St. Sarkis Church. Bedros’ life was 
taken away from us and it is hard to understand why tragic 
things like this happen to such good people.  However, this 
is a question without an answer and we should not dwell on 
the loss of our dear friend, husband, and father but celebrate 
his life and remember all of the remarkable things Bedros 
accomplished and how wonderful his life was.

I met Bedros in 1973 when I needed an accountant 
for my newly opened dental office.  From that time forward, 
we became good friends and shared many things in common.  
He was knowledgeable, hardworking and very involved in 
our Armenian community.  Many factors led our friendship 
to a higher level, particularly when he asked me to join the 
membership and then be part of the Board of Trustees (BOT) 
of St. Sarkis Church.

Bedros had lived an amazing life, was incredibly re-
sponsible, intelligent and caring.  I knew that I could trust 
him with anything and I respected him…we all respected 
him.  After joining the BOT together, we worked hard on all 
the aspects of life at St Sarkis Church. 

For us Bedros was the “ROCK”.  We would always 
go to him to solve church problems and if he was not able to 
do so, he would find someone who could.

 I had the honor and privilege of working with him 
and co-chairing major activities with him for the Armenian 
Prelacy, Knights of Vartan, Armenian Community, and es-
pecially St. Sarkis Church.  He was a leader, good teacher, 
resourceful person, a good Armenian, with so many good 
ideas.  He had the ability to challenge you to bring the best 
out of you.  I cannot count the days and number of hours I 
spent with him, discussing and planning different types of 
activities in which we were involved.  After I become the 
Chairman of the Board in 2006 and he was part of the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Prelacy, our cooperation reached a 
different level.

 Bedros dedicated a big part of his life to the build-
ing of the new St. Sarkis Church.  He was relentless in his 
pursuit for funds to construct and finish the church and we all 
were behind him.  One of the biggest successes for St. Sarkis 
was when he chose the stores on Union Turnpike as part of 
distribution of assets from the estate of the late Mrs. Suzanne 
Hagopian.  The church was at a crossroads but from that mo-
ment on, I knew the church would survive and flourish.

 God Bless Bedros Givelekian for what he did for 
St. Sarkis Church.  Bedros was blessed with a fantastic fam-
ily, especially his wife Sonia, who was very understanding, 
caring, highly supportive, and lately, the power behind him.  
God Bless you Sonia for what you did for Bedros and your 
family.

 Dear Bedros, rest in peace wherever you are now.  
The Board of Trustees and I will always remember what you 
did for St. Sarkis Church and we will try to walk on a path 
that is consistent with what is safe and good for our church.

God Bless Your Soul
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Eulogy from Mr. Kegham Apkar Tcholakian, Knights of  Vartan
Our dear brother Bedros Givelekian passed away 

peacefully and went to his Heavenly Home to be with his Lord 
and near his dear ones in Heaven.

His passing away is a reminder to us all of  the Natural 
Seasons:  Birth, Life, and Death.  The profound truth that even 
the	grandest	of 	souls	will	finally	be	“Called	 to	Join	 the	Cre-
ator”.		Our	dear	brother,	Nakhgin	Avak	Treasurer	N.S.	Bedros	
Givelekian will be missed, but his legacy and spirit will be for-
ever	ingrained	in	our	souls,	in	our	hearts	and	mind.	Although	
he has departed from us, we shall always feel the presence of  
his spirit among us.

	 Today	 once	 again,	 we	 find	
ourselves before the sad reality of  
death.  We have traveled from far and 
near	to	come	to	pay	our	final	respects	
to the unfading memory of  our dear-
ly departed loved one Bedros Givele-
kian.

	 A	 wonderful	 and	 kind	 per-
son, who with dedication and tire-
less efforts, had devoted himself  to a life of  service for the 
betterment	 of 	 his	 family,	 work,	 the	 Armenian	 Nation,	 her	
churches,	schools,	culture	and	Armenian	Community.		What-
ever he did, it was done with zeal and commitment.  In our 
lifetime, our paths cross many different kinds of  people who, 
for one reason or another, make an impact on us.  Bedros was 
one of  those remarkable people.  I know of  no individual 
who had the same high regard and total dedication that he 
had toward our Church.  He set a noble example worthy of  
great praise and emulation by all those who would travel in 
his	footsteps.		Bedros	is	a	true	son	of 	the	Armenian	Nation.		

I am honored to have called him my friend.  I will cherish his 
memory for as long as I live.

 We will all miss him, yet we feel fortunate to have had 
his friendship and presence for many years.  Those who knew 
Bedros can give testament to the lessons that he imparted:  
“happiness is not so much having as it is giving”, “we make a 
living by what we get but we make a life by what we give”. He 
was always there to help others when asked.  “No” was not a 
word in his vocabulary.  Every time I needed Bedros, whether 
I	was	happy	or	sad,	he	made	me	feel	good	about	myself.		Al-
though a smile has a curve, Bedros’s smile straightened every-

thing and problems were solved to 
the satisfaction of  all involved.

 Like a “Bright Star” his light 
has gone out but his wonderful free 
spirit will continue to shine in our 
memory for many years to come.  
May his soul forever rest in peace.  
May God deem him worthy of  his 
crown of  glory and grant eternal 
rest to the soul of  his faithful ser-

vant Bedros Givelekian.  May his soul be illuminated in heav-
enly lights and may the Holy Spirit comfort his bereaved family 
members	and	friends,	near	and	far,	and	fill	their	hearts	with	His	
merciful love and comfort.

Goodbye	dear	Asbed	Brother	Bedros	Givelekian,
Until we meet again, God bless us all.

Kegham Apkar Tcholakian
Past Grand Commander,

Knights of  Vartan Brotherhood

“[Bedros would say]...happiness is not 
so much having as it is giving… we 
make a living by what we get but we 
make a life by what we give”. 
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 It is with deep sorrow that we 
say goodbye today to our beloved Bedros 
Givelekian.  How does life go on without 
him? We dare not envision it but we must.  
Bedros Givelekian was a devoted and caring 
family man, a loving husband, father, grand-
father, brother and uncle.  He was especially 
fortunate to have Sonia as his life compan-
ion.  She provided stability in his life, great 
understanding and support of  his projects 
and commitments, and later on in life, she 

was the source of  loving and devoted care 
during	 his	 long	 and	 difficult	 illness.	 	Bed-
ros Givelekian was a true leader whose vi-
sion,	 faith	 and	 willingness	 to	 sacrifice	 to	
get	things	done,	exemplified	his	philosophy	
of  life.  Those of  us who served alongside 
Bedros treasured his friendship and council 
and were inspired by his ideas and leader-
ship.  He was our mentor, our big brother 
and we were privileged to have known him.  
His memory will always be cherished in our 
hearts. 

 Bedros Givelekian was born in 
1933 in Romania, to Krikor and Dicra-
nouhi Givelekian who were originally from 
Yozgat,	Turkey.		After	his	family	moved	to	
Bucharest, Bedros attended the Telecom-
munications Institute and later received a 
degree	 in	Accounting	 from	 the	University	
of  Bucharest.  During his student years, he 
was	actively	 involved	 in	Armenian	cultural	
and sporting events.  He was a member of  
the Sayat Nova Folk Orchestra and Dance 
Group,	 a	 member	 of 	 the	 Armenian	 Mu-
sic	Band	and	a	key	player	in	the	Armenian	
Table Tennis Team.   In 1962, he met and 

married the lovely Sonia Donikian.  Little 
did she know that she was about to embark 
on a very unique and exciting journey with 
Bedros as his life companion and key sup-
porter.		In	1965,	Bedros	and	his	family	im-
migrated to the United States establishing 
their	 first	 residence	 in	 Sunnyside,	Queens.		
In	 1968,	 he	 opened	 his	 accounting	 office.		
In 1967, Bedros and Sonia were blessed 
with	 the	 birth	 of 	 their	 son	Arthur	 and	 in	
1970, their daughter Lucy.   Bedros Givele-
kian was an exceptionally devoted servant 
of 	the	Armenian	Church,	Nation	and	many	
Armenian	Organizations.		In	1966,	the	Ar-
menian-Romanian Society Inc. was created 

under his guidance and chairmanship.  In 
1977, he joined and became the Chairman 
of 	the	Armenian	Center	 in	Woodside,	fol-
lowed by Treasurer of  the St. Illuminator’s 
Day School.

	 He	chaired	 the	Ardzagang	Arme-
nian	 TV	 anniversary	 celebrations	 in	 1998	
and 2001 and Genocide Commemorations 
organized	by	the	Armenian	National	Com-
mittee	and	Friends	of 	the	ANC.			For	many	
years, Mr. Givelekian served as the Chair-
man	 of 	 the	 Auditing	 Committee	 of 	 the	
Prelacy.		In	1995,	he	was	a	World	Assembly	
Delegate for the election of  His Holiness 

Aram	 I,	 Catholicos	 of 	 the	 Great	 House	
of  Cilicia.  In 1997, he was Chairman of  
the New York Committee in charge of  the 
Pontifical	Visit	of 	His	Holiness	Aram	I	and	
in 1999 he chaired the committee organiz-
ing the Banquet honoring the appointment 
and	elevation	of 	His	Eminence	Archbishop	
Oshagan	 Choloyan	 as	 Prelate	 of 	 the	 Ar-
menian	 Apostolic	 Church	 of 	 Eastern	 US	
and Canada.  In 2000, Mr. Givelekian was 
the	Chairman	 of 	 the	Armenian	Genocide	
Commemoration organized by the Prelacy 
and in 2003, he was elected to the Prelacy 
Executive Council serving in the capac-
ity	 of 	 Treasurer.	 	 In	 1968,	 His	 Holiness	
Vasken	I,	Catholicos	of 	All	Armenians,	of 	
Blessed Memory, visited New York and met 
with members of  the Romanahai commu-
nity.  Mr. Givelekian was one of  the few to 
have a private audience with His Holiness.  
In	 1986,	 His	 Holiness	 visited	 New	 York	
again, this time Bedros was the Organizer 
and Chairman of  a special gathering of  the 
Romanahai community with His Holiness.   

However, Bedros Givelekian’s greatest chal-
lenge and commitment was to his beloved 
St. Sarkis Church that he served for almost 
40 years, 23 years as member, and Chairman 
of  the Board of  Trustees for the last 20 
years.		Indeed,	15	of 	these	years	were	under	
the	most	difficult	circumstances	during	the	
rebuilding of  the Church.  

 His service to St. Sarkis Church 
was	recognized	in	1983	and	1987	when	he	
was named Outstanding Person of  the Year.  
In 1990, the Eagle of  Cilicia Medal was 
awarded to him by His Holiness Karekin II 
of  the Great House of  Cilicia of  Blessed 

Saint SarkiS ChurCh and PariSh Mourn the LoSS of 

BedroS GiVeLekian
ChairMan eMerituS

SePteMBer 21, 1933 - May 13, 2013

May 1990.  At the Consecration Banquet with 
His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II of the Great 

House of Cilicia of Blessed Memory.  Both Bedros 
and his wife Sonia were honored that night.

October 26, 1986 Ground Breaking Ceremony 
with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate and 

Archpriest Asoghik Kelejian.

Outside the newly consecrated church. 
May 20, 1990
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Memory.   In 1993, St Sarkis Church or-
ganized a Testimonial Banquet honoring 
Bedros Givelekian on his 60th birthday.  
On this occasion, he was made a Knight of  
Cilicia by His Holiness Karekin II of  Cili-
cia.	 	 In	1998,	he	was	 the	chairman	of 	 the	
25th	 Anniversary	 of 	 Priesthood	 of 	 Very	
Rev.	 Anoushavan	 Tanielian,	 Pastor	 of 	 St.	
Sarkis Church.  In 2000, he chaired the New 
St.	Sarkis	Church	10th	Anniversary	and	 in	
2002,	 the	 40th	 Anniversary	 of 	 St.	 Sarkis	
Armenian	Church,	both	events	held	under	
the	auspices	of 	His	Eminence	Archbishop	
Oshagan Choloyan.

In 2003, Mr. Givelekian celebrated 
20 years of  Chairmanship of  the Board 
of  Trustees and was presented the “Eagle 
of  Prelacy” by Srpazan Choloyan.  Bedros 
Givelekian’s service in the Brotherhood of  
the	Knights	of 	Vartan	began	 in	 1980.	He	
served in various positions as Sbarabed of  
the	Etchmiadzin	Lodge,	Mid-Atlantic	Inter-
lodge Chairman, National Grand Treasurer 
and Chairman of  the 2001 Grand Convoca-
tion	hosted	by	Etchmiadzin	Lodge	and	Ani	
Otyak.  In 1997, he was an active member 
of  the Ellis Island Committee celebrating 
the	 100th	 Anniversary	 of 	 the	 Armenian	
Church	in	America.		He	was	also	an	active	
member	of 	the	Armenian	Genocide	Com-
memorations at Times Square sponsored by 
the Knights of  Vartan. In 2000, the Broth-

erhood honored Mr. Bedros Givelekian as 
“Man of  the Year”.  The Pastor and Board 
of  Trustees extend their deepest condo-
lences	 to	 his	 wife	 Sonia,	 his	 children,	 Ar-
thur	and	his	wife	Annette	Givelekian,	Lucy	
and her husband Berj Kazanjian, his grand-
children	Ariana,	Thomas,	Lara	and	Aris,	his	
sister Nuni Zakarian and his nephews. 

May God Bless Your Soul and 
May You Rest in Peace. 

Asdvadz Lusavore Hokit. 

Bedros Givelekian’s Sudden Passing on Monday, May 13, 2013
by Louiza Kubikian

 Bedros Givelekian’s sudden passing on Monday morning May 13, 2013 was 
unexpected	and	shocking	news	for	the	New	York	Metropolitan	Armenian	Community.		
There was a great deal of  disbelief  and sadness as the news spread rapidly through phone 
calls and e-mails locally, nationally, and internationally.  

	 The	Givelekian	Family,	 in	 consultation	with	Prelacy	officials,	 the	Saint	Sarkis	
Church pastor, and Board of  Trustees, made funeral arrangements with Jamie Funeral 
Chapel, in Flushing, New York.  The wake was held on Tuesday May 14, 2013 at Saint 
Sarkis	Church	 from	7:00	 to	9:00	P.M.	 	The	burial	 service	 took	place	at	10:00	AM	on	
Wednesday, followed by internment at Cedar Grove cemetery and a memorial meal at 
Saint Sarkis Church.  Since Bedros Givelekian was a member of  the Knights of  Vartan, 
a	traditional	Brotherhood	funeral	service	was	performed	at	the	Jamie	chapel	led	by	NAS	
Kegham Tcholakian and members of  the Etchmiadzin Lodge.

 By 7:00 P.M., Saint Sarkis sanctuary was standing room only, as more than 400 
Armenians	 and	non-Armenians	 from	near	 and	 far,	 friends,	 clients,	 and	 acquaintances	
gathered	to	pay	their	final	respects.		The	mood	was	somber.		Beautiful	wreaths	and	bas-
kets lined the walls of  the church and a long line of  mourners offered their condolences 
to the family.  The casket, containing the body of  the late Bedros Givelekian, faced the 
altar draped with beautiful roses.  On his lapel he wore two medals presented to him by 
the Catholicosate of  Cilicia.

	 Several	individuals	provided	eulogies	including	NAS	Kegham	Tcholakian,	repre-
senting the Knights of  Vartan, and Mr. Edward Barsamian, representing the Saint Sarkis 
Parish.		Mr.	Barsamian	stated	that	Saint	Sarkis	will	always	be	the	final	resting	place	for	the	
soul	of 	Bedros	Givelekian.		Mrs.	Annette	Givelekian,	speaking	for	the	family,	gave	a	tear-
ful farewell to a beloved patriarch, husband, father, grandfather and vowed that members 
of  the family would honor Bedros’ memory by continuing the tradition of  creative and 
productive	involvement	in	the	Church	and	community.		The	last	speaker,	Dr.	Aram	Caza-
zian, Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees, was visibly moved by Mr. Givelekian’s passing 
and spoke on behalf  of  the Board of  Trustees.

	 After	 a	 brief 	 service,	 the	 clergy	 expressed	 their	 sentiments	 starting	with	 the	
reading	of 	a	condolence	letter	from	His	Holiness	Aram	I,	Catholicos	of 	the	See	of 	Cili-
cia.		His	Grace	Bishop	Anoushavan	Tanielian,	pastor	of 	St.	Sarkis	Church	for	15	years,	
gave a moving recollection of  the very trying early years when the church was teetering 
on the edge of  closing its doors for lack of  funds to pay the mortgage and day-to-day 
operations of  the church.  Several times His Grace stopped to collect himself  as he, and 
those in attendance, fought back tears recalling the high anxiety days and sleepless nights 
when the future looked bleak.  The wake ended with the singing of  Hayr Mer.

	 The	funeral	service	on	the	morning	of 	Wednesday,	May	15th,	concluded	with	
an emotional eulogy by the Rev. Father Nareg Terterian.  Der Nareg respectfully spoke 
of  Bedros’ wisdom, organizational skills and generosity of  spirit.  He also spoke about 
his last encounter with Bedros, a few weeks prior, when Bedros asked him to continue to 
diligently encourage everyone to work to make Saint Sarkis a beautiful and inspiring place 
of 	worship	for	the	Armenian	community.

	 A	long	procession	of 	cars	proceeded	to	Cedar	Grove	Cemetery	for	internment	
services	performed	by	His	Grace,	Bishop	Anoushavan	Tanielian	with	 assistance	 from	
Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, Rev. Fr. Moushegh Der Kalustian and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakis-
sian, Pastor of  St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.

 Church and post burial Hokejash arrangements were handled by the Board of  
Trustees and Ladies Guild who made all the necessary preparations in short notice.  Two 
of  Bedros’ clients in the food industry donated Romanian specialties which Mr. Givele-
kian enjoyed and the main course was catered. 

	 At	 the	Memorial	 Luncheon,	 several	 speakers	 expressed	 their	 feelings	 toward	
Mr.	Bedros	Givelekian	including	Dr.	Herant	Markarian,	Arch	Deacon	Frank	Kabarajian,	
who	wrote	a	poem	in	his	memory,	Drs.	Louiza	and	Arthur	Kubikian,	Edward	Barsamian	
and	Dr.	Aram	Cazazian,	personal	friends	of 	the	deceased,	Gary	Dmoch,	Esq.	and	fam-
ily	members,	Arthur	Givelekian	and	Berj	Kazanjian.		This	sad	day	came	to	a	close	with	
remarks	and	a	prayer	from	His	Grace	Bishop	Anoushavan	Tanielian.

In 1997 with His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of 
the Great House of Cilicia on his first pontifical 

visit to the Eastern United States.
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One of  two Man of the Year Awards given to 
Bedros in 1993 and 2000.

Sayat Nova Dance Group with Bedros in the center.

Sayat Nova Orchestra with Bedros playing accordion.

Annette and Arthur Givelekian, Tomas, Berj and Lucy  
Kazanjian, Bedros, Ariana and Sonia.

With his lovely wife Sonia Donikian.  They met and married in 1962.

In 1965, Bedros and his family immigrated to the United States and 
established their first residence in Sunnyside, Queens.  In 1968, he 
opened his accounting office.  He and his wife were blessed with 

their son Arthur in 1967 and their daughter Lucy in 1970.

Kazanjian, Bedros, Ariana and Sonia.

Images from the life of  Bedros Givelekian from the early days with Sayat 
Nova and his young family through his numerous awards and recognitions.
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After his arrival in the United States, 
Bedros joined the young Romanahai 

community and helped with the forma-
tion of their Soccer Team.

 Planning a Fundraiser with Bedros Givelekian (far left), Amy and Manoug Gostanian, Zabel and Hagop 
Voskerijian, Karnik  and Anna Bedrossian, Jack and Lita Chadrjian. Seated: Der Asoghik Kelejian, 

Frank and Aida Kabarajian, Isabel and Albert Derian, 1987.

In 1993, St. Sarkis Church organized a Testi-
monial Banquet honoring Bedros Givelekian 
on his 60th birthday and on this occasion he 

was made a Knight of Cilicia by His Holiness 
Catholicos Karekin II of the Great House of 

Cilicia of Blessed Memory.

With Peter Vallone, Sr. at the 
Times Square Commemoration.

With Mayor David Dinkins and members of the  
Knights of Vartan.  1993.

Enjoying time with 
friends in 1990.

In 1993, St. Sarkis Church organized a Testimonial Banquet honor-
ing Bedros on his 60th birthday.  From left, Sonia and Bedros Givelekian, 
Lucy Givelekian, Mrs. Dicranuhi Givelekian, and Arthur Givelekian with 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian (now 

Bishop).
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In 1993, Mayor Rudolf Guiliani meeting with Bedros and members of 
the Armenian Community at Woodside Armenian Center 

during his mayoral campaign.

In 2003, Governor Pataki issued a proclamation for April 24th.  
Photograph from Governor Pataki’s office in New York City.

At the April 24, 2000 Armenian 
Genocide Commemoration 
event in Flushing Meadows 

Park that Bedros chaired with 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 
Ambassador Movses Abelian 
and Very Rev. Anoushavan 

Tanielian (now Bishop).

In 1990, the Godfathers help bless the newly erected church.

New York City, 1986.  Welcoming His Holiness Vasken I, Catholicos of 
All Armenians, of Blessed Memory the Romanahai community.  
Bedros chaired a special gathering of the Romanahai community 

with His Holiness.

In 2000, Bedros chaired 
the Armenian Genocide 

Commemoration 
organized by the Prelacy 

and in 2003, he was 
elected to the Prelacy 

Executive Council, serv-
ing as Treasurer
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Eulogy from Mr. Edward Barsamian, Former Chairman, Board of  Trustees

‘GHIANKUH  YERAZ EH   YEV IERAZUH MI GHIANK‘
“LIFE IS BUT A DREAM and DREAMS MAKE A LIFE”

- Hovhannes Toumanian Armenian Poet

 To most of  us it still feels like a dream that Bedros 
Givelekian	 is	 no	 longer	with	 us.	 	 A	 day	 after	 his	 passing,	 I	
instinctively reached for the phone to speak with him only to 
realize that the dream was real. We lost a respected friend, and 
Saint Sarkis lost a son, a pillar, and benefactor. His legacy is 
embedded in every stone of  this church as well as with most 
of  the members of  the Saint Sarkis family.

 Whenever society honors 
its	 finest,	 attributes	 like	 leader,	mo-
tivator, hard worker, generous and 
self-sacrificing	person	come	to	mind.			
All	of 	the	above	and	more	describe	
Mr. Bedros Givelekian, a former 
Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees 
of 	Saint	Sarkis	Armenian	Church	for	
20 years. 

	 A	 complex	 person,	 Mr.	
Bedros Givelekian, with almost four 
decades of  involvement in the com-
munity, was always guided by very 
profound and basic beliefs: God, 
Country, Family, Friends and Com-
munity.

 It is this set of  values that 
gave him the determination to di-
rect and oversee the rebuilding of  a 
beautiful new Saint Sarkis Church.  
He held leadership positions in nu-
merous	 Armenian	 organizations	
and was a friend and advisor to so 
many.  Blessed with a wonderful, 
supportive family and uncompromising in his belief  and sup-
port	of 	his	friends,	Mr.	Bedros	Givelekian	epitomized	the	fin-
est qualities of  a leader. 

 Who was Bedros Givelekian?  He was a friend, teach-
er, businessman, husband, father, advisor, Godfather of  the 
church,	 100%	Armenian	 and	 for	more	 than	 20	 years	 in	 the	
Board of  Trustees of  Saint Sarkis, he was a leader and the 
face	of 	Saint	Sarkis.		A	man	of 	deep	faith,	Bedros	would	start	
his work-day with a visit at Saint Sarkis Church to pray before 
going	to	his	office.		A	man	of 	God,	God	took	him	“home”	
without pain and suffering. 

 When he spoke about things he deeply cared about, 
his true feelings and emotions were never far from the surface.  
His speeches were often interrupted by heart-felt tears, tears 
that he could not hold back.  

 
 Some of  us looked up to him as a wise older brother 
and who never let us down.  He always pushed us to do more, 
accomplish	things,	participate	in	community	life,	be	good	Ar-
menians.		During	the	trying	times,	following	the	1985	fire,	first	
Bedros and Jack Chadrjian, then Bedros alone carried the bur-
den of  the huge mortgage of  the Church.  Who knew?

 He availed himself  of  all available means, friendships, 
business acquaintances, clients, and other benefactors to se-
cure a future for our beloved church.  Like a skilled Captain, 
he guided Saint Sarkis to safety and the stability we almost 

take for granted today.  Through all 
this time, and more, his wife Sonia 
and family were the strength behind 
Bedros Givelekian.  Sonia, a car-
ing and understanding spouse with 
a deep understanding of  Bedros’ 
need to be active and involved in 
the Community, protected Bedros 
from himself.  She tried to persuade 
him to be less involved and more 
mindful of  his health and encour-
aged him to enjoy his grandchildren 
even more.

 Those who worked with him 
appreciated his intellect, his experi-
ence and his wisdom.  He had the 
ability to solicit the best in people, 
people who might otherwise live a 
life uninvolved and possibly devoid 
of 	purpose,	interest	or	significance.

 His accomplishments in the 
Armenian	Community	 are	 numer-
ous	 and	 significant.	 Bedros,	 and	
several others present here tonight, 

established	 and	 chaired	 the	Armenian-Romanian	 Society	 of 	
New York.  In The Knights of  Vartan, he served at both the 
local and national levels, chaired national convocations, and 
organized and sponsored numerous festivals, cultural and 
commemorative events.  He served in the Executive Council 
and	in	other	functions	at	the	Armenian	Prelacy.

 But his greatest legacy would have to be this church, 
St.	Sarkis	Church	–	this	edifice.		Although	his	physical	remains	
will be interned at the Cedar Grove Cemetery, his true memo-
rial,	his	“KhatchKar”	(stone-cross),	is	this	Holy	edifice,	Saint	
Sarkis Church, the house that Bedros helped build.

 I would like to close with words that were dear to Bed-
ros Givelekian and word he repeated often:  Getze Hayasdanuh, 
Getze hye joghovurtuh, getze Saint Sarkis Egheghetzin, to which I would 
add … Getze Bedros Givelekianuh.  

“Although his physical remains will be 
interned at Cedar Grove Cemetery,  his 
true memorial, his Khatchkar, is this 
Holy edifice, Saint Sarkis Church, the 
house that Bedros helped build” 

Dear Bedros wherever you are, you will never be forgotten.
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Eulogy from Dr. Louiza Kubikian
It is hard to believe that Bedros Givelekian is no longer with us… 

He was a unique individual, a natural born leader and 
organizer	who	had	a	profound	influence	on	many	individuals	
and	organizations.		An	accountant	by	profession,	his	expertise	
extended far beyond solving tax problems.  He was someone 
who would give you 
good council, some-
one you could trust, 
someone who solved 
your problems and 
gave you a sense of  
security. 

B e d r o s 
Givelekian had an en-
cyclopedic mind, and 
a vast archive of  doc-
uments, papers and 
information about 
anything and every-
thing.  He held lead-
ership positions in 
many	Armenian	orga-
nizations, participated 
in	 major	 Armenian	
activities, and chaired 
so many major events 
that he was known 
to his friends as “Mr. 
Chairman”.  Bedros 
was very resourceful, 
had great ideas and 
initiatives.  Bedros had 
a special gift of  bring-
ing out the best in 
people by challenging 
them to develop their 
talents.  He was the 
best fundraiser I knew, 
appealing to a select list of  generous donors and tapping into 
his clientele for additional donations to help the church.  When 
he called for donations, the answer on the other side was al-
ways yes.

I have known Bedros all my life because our families 
were neighbors in Romania.  He inspired me to get involved in 
serving	St.	Sarkis	Church	twenty	three	years	ago.		At	that	time,	
he was Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees and the church was 
facing	many	difficulties.		For	years,	the	Board	made	every	ef-
fort	to	secure	the	financial	health	of 	the	church.		On	his	70th	
birthday in 2003, Bedros was presented a collage of  photos 
from	the	4	Musketeers:	Artos	(Arthur	Kubikian),	Portos	(Bed-
ros	Givelekian),	Aramis	(Aram	Cazazian),	Dartagnan	(Edward	
Barsamian)	and	The	Lady	in	Distress	(Louiza	Kubikian).		I	was	
finally	inducted	into	the	Boys	Club.	We	were	a	special	group	
of  friends, each with a special talent, who respected and sup-

ported each other with one singular goal in mind – to serve 
our	 church.	 	 For	Arthur	 and	 I,	 Bedros	was	 a	 dear	 friend,	 a	
counselor, a big brother, someone you could always count on.  
I	still	hear	his	voice	when	he	greeted	me	at	the	office	“IA	ZI	–	
tell me!”  His desk is empty now but I can still see him seated 
behind a big pile of  papers he had carefully sorted in his mind, 

reaching out to give me 
just the right payroll. 

 Our group was 
planning a Romanahye 
Reunion for October 
2013,	 around	 his	 80th	
birthday.  It was to be 
done once again at 
St. Sarkis Church. We 
met on Thursday, May 
9, 2013, to discuss de-
tails of  the catering, 
the music, etc. and 
Bedros was very excit-
ed about  new project 
he had in mind:  com-
missioning a statue of  
Vehapar Vazken I of  
Blessed Memory to 
be placed in the court-
yard	of 	the	Armenian	
Church in Bucharest.  
This was to be a gift 
from	 the	 Armenian-
Romanian Commu-
nity in the United 
States in honor of  
their most important 
son, Vehapar Vazken 
I, who was born and 
raised in Bucharest, 
Romania.  I had even 
planned a conference 

call for Monday, May 13th.  That conference call did not oc-
cur, but we must make every effort to keep his dream alive and 
fulfill	his	last	wish.

 In closing, I want to extend our deepest sympathy to 
Bedros’ wife, Sonia Givelekian, her children and their families, 
and all of  us who will miss the irreplaceable Bedros Givele-
kian.  

 I guess God had a plan for Bedros.  He, who had de-
voted so many years of  his life nurturing and protecting Saint 
Sarkis Church, spent the last hours of  his physical presence on 
earth in the church he dearly loved.  He had come full circle, he 
was home for the last time.

Asdvadz Lusavore Hokin!

“His desk is empty now but I can still see him seated behind a 
big pile of  papers he had carefully sorted in his mind, reaching 
out to give me just the right one” 

“I guess God had a plan for Bedros.  He, who had devoted so 
many years of  his life nurturing and protecting Saint Sarkis 
Church, spent the last hours of  his physical presence on earth in 
the church he dearly loved”. 
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Eulogy from Dr. Arthur Kubikian
Bedros Givelekian was not just a friend, but an elder 

brother and mentor.  In fact, we had a relationship on a num-
ber	of 	levels.	On	a	personal	level,	we	were	in-laws	(khnamies)	
in	 a	way	 as	 Sonia’s	 first	 cousin	Nadia	 is	married	 to	my	first	
cousin Garo. On a professional level, he was my family and 
business accountant for at least the last 30 years, and I was al-
ways impressed by his high intelligence, unbelievable memory, 
know how, skill-in-action and professionalism. What I did not 
expect however, when I recently mentioned his passing to an 
artist client of  his, was to be told that Bedros had truly artistic 
skills. This painter informed me that one did not need to be 
a painter or sculptor to be an artist, that Bedros was an artist 
because he had the ability to see things far and beyond the im-
mediate and the obvious.

Bedros was, in my 
book, the ultimate commu-
nity activist and organizer.  
He believed that one must 
not be just concerned about 
one’s health, family, busi-
ness and profession, but 
one must also be of  service 
to	the	Armenian	communi-
ty, be it the church, cultural, 
or fraternal organizations.  
He inspired many with 
this message including Dr. 
Louiza	Kubikian,	Dr.	Aram	
Cazazian, Mr. Edward 
Barsamian, and myself.  He 
found in us kindred spirits 
so we became his support-
ers in service to St. Sarkis 
Church,	the	Armenian	Prel-
acy and other organizations.

We all know, I be-
lieve,	of 	his	many	years	of 	sacrificial	service	to	St.	Sarkis	Church	
and the Prelacy.  I just want to mention two items that I will 
always	remember.		After	the	1985	fire	and	the	church	rebuild-
ing process, it seemed that no bank wanted to have anything to 
do	with	financing	our	church	reconstruction.		The	banks	con-
sidered it too risky an enterprise especially for a small parish 
like ours.  Somehow, through his connections, Bedros found a 
Greek-owned	bank	to	finance	the	construction	loan	–	he	used	
to say it happened because the Greeks are very church orient-
ed.  In fact, Bedros loved our church so much that he secretly 
guaranteed the subsequent mortgage with his personal home 
without even informing his wife Sonia.  That’s another story.  
Bedros’ acumen was demonstrated again when he fought hard 
for the parish to keep the shopping strip as St. Sarkis’s share of  
Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian’s estate rather than her liquid assets as 
the executors insisted upon.  This helped the parish, not only 
with the very high monthly mortgage payments, but in provid-
ing a continuing monthly income when the mortgage was paid.

 Bedros was also instrumental in encouraging me to join 
the Knights of  Vartan Brotherhood, the Long Island Lodge.  
As	you	may	well	know,	the	Knights	of 	Vartan	were	founded	in	
the	United	States	in	the	aftermath	of 	the	Armenian	Genocide	
to	help	promote	the	preservation	of 	the	Armenian	Church	and	
Heritage, and the belief  that with the assistance of  the Divine 
all	things	are	possible	including	a	future	Armenian	Homeland.		
Bedros served the Knights of  Vartan with great distinction 
at	 the	 highest	 levels:	 	 twice	 as	Mid-Atlantic	 area	 Inter-lodge	
Chairman	for	the	five	metropolitan	lodges	as	well	as	for	two	
years as Grand Treasurer of  the National Leadership Coun-
cil.  Looking back over the years, I believe that he probably 
was	proudest,	in	1985	at	the	70th	Commemoration	of 	the	Ar-

menian Genocide in Times 
Square.  Bedros, as one of  
the two co-chairmen, en-
gineered the display on the 
dais	of 	 the	Armenian	flag,	
which many at that time did 
not	recognize	as	the	Arme-
nian	flag.	 	Of 	course,	after	
the	 independence	 of 	 Ar-
menia,	that	same	Armenian	
flag	became	the	flag	of 	the	
country and is displayed by 
all	 Armenian	 local	 organi-
zations.

 Over the years, 
Bedros always attempted to 
keep	 the	 Armenian-Roma-
nian community active by 
organizing several banquet 
reunions and welcomes for 
various visits to the met-
ropolitan area of  the most 
famous Romanahai, His 
Holiness Catholicos Vazken 

I of  Blessed Memory.  The last time I saw Bedros was at an or-
ganizational meeting to plan another Dinner-Dance Reunion.  
The meeting was a few days before his death.  The aim of  the 
reunion was to reactivate the Romanahai community with the 
profits	 going	 to	 his	 beloved	 St.	 Sarkis	Church.	 	Bedros	 also	
had another project in mind – to ask for the support of  the 
community for the construction of  a statue of  His Holiness 
Catholicos,	Vazken	I,	on	the	grounds	of 	the	Armenian	Church	
in Bucharest, Romania.

	 So,	 I	 end	 my	 reflections	 by	 repeating	 our	 belief 	 as	
mentioned by Dr. Herand Markarian, that while we all have to 
give up our bodies someday, we are all Souls and, at the Spiri-
tual level, immortal. So, Dear Bedros we wish you well on this 
new journey and may God be with you.

“Bedros was an artist because he had the ability to see 
things far and beyond the immediate and the obvious.”
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Eulogy from Dr. Herand Markarian
This is not a “eulogy” for Bedros; he actually never 

departed.  His life accomplishments, his numerous contribu-
tions	to	all	facets	of 	the	Armenian	community	and	his	impact	
on the lives of  so many people, remind me of  the famous 
Hashvehartar	poem	of 	the	great	Armenian	poet,	Vahan	Tekey-
an, where he looks back at his life and ponders what is left of  
him to be cherished.  He says, “What has remained of  my life? 
Strange! Only that, which I have given to others.” 

	 Indeed,	look	around;	look	at	the	New	York	Armenian	
institutions:		St.	Sarkis	Church,	the	Armenian	Prelacy,	the	Ar-
menian Center, Knights of  Vartan, all of  which, at different 
times, had his blessed “touch”.  His legacy, however, remains 
at	 St.	 Sarkis	Armenian	Apostolic	 Church,	 where	 he	was	 in-
strumental in building and helping the church face all kinds of  
financial	difficulties.

Everyone who had worked with Bedros, realized that 
he was the “Boss”.  Whenever he was elected to the Church 
Board or other Boards and committees, he was always elected 
as the chairman.  He had demonstrated the best qualities that 
are sought in a leader.  He guided genuinely and with utmost 
success.  During his numerous chairmanship responsibilities, 
there wasn’t one activity where he failed. 

Bedros shared his knowledge in a sincere, friendly 
manner; never degraded other ideas, never put down a sugges-
tion without really studying it thoroughly.  The many individu-
als he shared responsibilities with in preserving and advancing, 
especially St. Sarkis Church, can attest to that fact.

	 His	devotion	was	unbelievable.		His	protection	of 	Ar-
menians’ rights was immensely deep.  That was partially attrib-
uted to his upbringing.  His father migrated from Turkey.  He 
grew up in Europe with a full knowledge of  his history.  He 
took upon himself  to carry on the values that he had inherited.  
His	Armenian	 past	 was	 so	 dear	 and	 precious	 that	 he	 never	
stopped pursuing to accomplish more.  He knew he was here 

for a purpose – to propagate Armenianism.  That was the reason 
why he did his utmost to advance the welfare of  his beloved St. 
Sarkis	Armenian	Apostolic	Church.

When I look back at his accomplishments, his convic-
tions,	his	stand	on	issues	concerning	the	Armenian	people,	he	
emerges as a giant individual, a Medz Hye.

	 As	humans,	we	are	composed	of 	three	parts:		a	physi-
cal being, a soul, and a spirit.  The physical part, or the BODY, 
houses the soul as a venue; the God-given physical being of  
limited life span.  Blessed is the person who realizes that and 
does his utmost to “use” this venue to the best and fullest of  
its limitations. That is what Bedros did.  He never got tired of  
running	around	attending	meetings	and	events.		He	defied	his	
illness and pursued his convictions.  He never stopped giv-
ing advice, even when he was in pain.  Secondly, the SOUL.  
According	to	our	Christian	faith	the	soul	rises	to	Heaven,	to
eternal life; residing in God’s Kingdom where God himself  
will grant him eternal peace.  That is why we say ‘’God bless 
his soul’’; and blessed he is.  Thirdly, the SPIRIT.  It remains 
here, on earth, with us, with his acquaintances.  Bedros’ spirit 
impacted each and every one of  us.  Some people call it memo-
ries, I call it resonance.  It is what resonates in us of  his ideas, 
thoughts and his pursuit of  Model Armenianism.

Bedros was a very lucky man.  During his entire adult 
life, he had a supporting pillar at home, Sonia, his encouraging 
and caring wife, who stood by him during every crisis.  Bedros 
knew	when	he	was	away	from	home,	his	Armenian	home	was	
in	the	safe	care	of 	his	Armenian	lady,	Sonia.	

People like Bedros never depart.  His presence is felt 
every time we come to St. Sarkis Church, attend commemora-
tive	and	celebratory	events,	or	think	about	Armenia	and	Arme-
nianism.  I am certain his presence will never die away.

Tsudesootyoon, Bedros. 

Ode to Bedros, a Poem by  Deacon Frank Kabarajian
Ամէնքս ալ շատ յուզուած ենք այսօր։ Այս անակնկալ եւ դառն մահը շատ ցնցեց բոլորս։ Չենք կարող հաւատալ 
թէ Պետրոսը չկայ այլեւս։ Միշտ պիտի ուզենք զայն տեսնել գրասենեակը կամ պատուոյ սեղաններուն շուրջ։ 
Որո՞ւ պիտի հարցնենք ամէն ինչ, ո՞վ ճար պիտի գտնէ 
մեր ցաւերուն։

Բայց փառք Աստուծոյ որ Պետրոսը եւ Սօնան 
հասցուցին երկու պատուակալ զաւակներ՝ Արթուրը 
եւ Լուսինը։

Քանի աւելի խօսիմ այնքան աւելի պիտի յուզուիմ։ 
Գիտէք ես ոտանաւոր գրող չեմ, բայց այնքան ազդուած 
էի որ սրտէս բղխած բան մը շարադրեցի Պետրոսին 
համար։

Պիտի չմոռնանք քեզ յաւիտեան
Եղար ամէնուս միշտ հոգատար
Տուիր առատ եկեղեցւոյ եւ մարդկութեան
Րոպէի մը մէջ թողեցիր մեզ անկատար
Ով Տէր Աստուած լսէ մեր ձայն
Սուրբերուն մէջ դասեցուր զայն։
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Eulogy from Gary Dmoch, Esquire
My name is Gary Dmoch and I have been Bedros’ at-

torney	and	friend	for	over	25	years.		We	all	know	that	Bedros	
was more than a friend; he was an adviser, a counselor and a 
protector.		Bedros	was	a	beacon	for	the	Armenian	community	
and for his friends and clients.  In times of  trouble, you were 
drawn to Bedros.  He was a man you came to with your prob-
lems…not necessarily tax problems.  It was amazing, after you 
spoke with Bedros you felt relieved and, although your prob-
lem may not have gone away, you did not feel overwhelmed by 
it and felt with Bedros’ help you 
could conquer it.  

I met Bedros approxi-
mately	 25	 years	 ago,	 when	 he	
came	to	my	office	on	Northern	
Boulevard without an appoint-
ment and introduced himself  as 
an accountant in the area.  He 
came	to	my	office	not	to	ask	about	a	legal	problem	for	himself;	
but a legal problem one of  his clients was having.  Without 
disclosing the identity of  the client he continued to ask me for 
ways	to	solve	the	problem.		After	talking	to	Bedros	I	asked	my-
self, “what kind of  man is this, a man who cared so much for 
another?”  I was so impressed by his sincerity, his kindness and 
his honesty.  I knew that he was a man I had to get to know.  
As	I	spoke	with	him	I	immediately	liked	him,	and	as	time	went	
on and we continued to do business, I trusted him, I respected 
him, and then I loved him.  

Bedros was our “rock”.  I looked up the meaning of  
the name Bedros and amazingly found that it means “stone”.  
He was truly our rock.  He carried our problems on his shoul-
ders.  He was strong but gentle, never judgmental, and always 
compassionate.  He advised us like a father and had tremen-
dous empathy.  When we were sad, he was sad.  When we 
were happy, he was happy.  When we were troubled, he was 
troubled.  Talking to Bedros was like talking to a priest.  He 
gave you strength and the courage to go on.

 I am a Polish Catholic; un-
fortunately I was not lucky 
enough	to	be	Armenian.		In	Ca-
tholicism we have saints, much 
like your religion, and I believe 
that the saint most resembling 
Bedros is Saint Thomas Moore.  
Saint Thomas was the supreme 

adviser	and	counselor	to	King	Henry	VIII	(a	Protestant).		He	
is the patron saint of  statesmen and politicians.  He was known 
for his gentleness, his loveliness and his sincerity.  He was a 
“man of  conscience” and a “man for all seasons”.  In fact a 
movie	was	made	about	him	titled,	“A	Man	for	All	Seasons”.

We all know Bedros is irreplaceable and is now gone 
from us; but I know he is with God…waiting for God to ask 
him advice.

Letter from Karl Alajajian
Today I could not be present to attend hokenhankist 

for our beloved friend Bedros Givelekian.  

	 I	knew	Bedros	over	25	years.		We	worked	together	to	
help people obtain mortgages 
and also we worked together 
for the church when I was a 
Board Member for twelve years.

He was a simple, gen-
erous and humble man who not 
only worked diligently for the 
construction of  the new church 
but	also	helped	many	other	Ar-
menian organizations including 
St.	 Sarkis	 Saturday	 Armenian	
School.  I honestly believe that 
without him the church would 
have never survived.  But he 
was so humble that he never ac-
cepted the credit that was due to him.  

	 All	his	life	he	helped	and	advised	so	many	Armenian	
families, both in their private and business lives.  Some 20 years 
ago	when	I	was	in	his	office	discussing	how	to	raise	funds	to	

pay the church mortgage, he expressed his concern about the 
Saturday School.  We only had six students at the time but he 
insisted that we keep the school open saying that “we prom-
ised	Mrs.	Suzanne	Hagopian	to	establish	the	Armenian	School	

at St. Sarkis [with her donation] 
and therefore we must do our 
best to keep that promise.”  I 
am glad to report that about a 
month ago I was attending an 
annual Saturday School hantes 
and graduation in the general 
hall	 of 	 St.	 Sarkis	 and	 over	 50	
students were in attendance.  

 I rejoiced and remembered 
Bedros’ commitment to keep 
the school open.  I was thank-
ful to God then to Suzanne and 
finally	to	Bedros	that	his	dream	
was	finally	realized.

God Bless his soul and my heartfelt sympathies to the 
Givelekian family.

“ ‘Bedros’ means stone stone [and] he was 
truly our rock...he carried our problems on  
his shoulders”.

“... I was in his office discussing how to raise 
funds... he expressed his concern [that]the Sat-
urday School... only had six students at the time 
but he insisted that we keep the school open say-
ing that we promised... to establish the Arme-
nian School at St. Sarkis and [we must] keep 
that promise.”



Shoghagat

20 Special Issue - Spring 2013

Integrity, faith, kindness, generosity, leadership, honor, 
dignity, perseverance and respect;  these are the words that best 
describe our father.  He was a wonderful son to his parents, 
brother to his sister and grew up to be a loving and caring 
husband, father, uncle, Godfather and friend to many.  I know 
I am not alone when I say that I have learned so much from 
him.  To me he was more than my father-in-law, he was my 
hero.  I admired him and wanted to be just like him.  I  do not 
think there are enough words to describe exactly how much he 
meant to his family and friends.  To know him is to love him.   

	 He	saw	a	lot	during	his	lifetime.		Arriving	as	an	immi-
grant,	he	lived	the	American	dream.		With	hard	work	and	per-
severance	he	made	a	better	life	for	his	family.		As	others	would	
arrive to this country starting with nothing, he would always 
offer a helping hand, guidance, 
encouragement, words of  wis-
dom and above all, help people 
to believe in themselves.    

Dad was a very hard-
working man.  His accounting 
office	 was	 very	 important	 to	
him	and	he	enjoyed	the	office	so	
much that he worked until the 
very end.  He felt that keeping 
busy was what kept him young.  
Arthur	 decided	 to	 become	 an	
accountant because of  his fa-
ther.   He wanted to work side-
by-side with him everyday and 
make his father proud.  Both 
Arthur	and	Lucy	are	very	 lucky	
that they were able to work with 
their father.  He also created 
very strong ties with Stephan, 
Sam, Svetlana and Levon.  The 
accounting	office	became	a	fam-
ily to him.

Lucy has fond memo-
ries of  summer vacations with her 
father.  There are many beautiful 
memories from Lake George which happened to be one of  
Dad’s favorite places.  In fact he had taken a picture of  Lake 
George	and	had	it	hung	in	his	office.		Arthur	and	I	will	never	
forget	our	first	trip	to	Armenia	with	Dad.		All	three	of 	us	were	
so	excited	to	go	since	it	would	have	been	the	first	time	that	all	
three of  us were going to see our motherland.  Words cannot 
describe	the	excitement	we	felt	at	the	airport.		After	a	connec-
tion,	when	we	were	on	the	airplane	to	Armenia,	the	stewardess	
spoke	in	Armenian	and	we	had	tears	of 	joy	in	our	eyes.		It	was	
so magical and we were so grateful to have shared it with him.   

	 Ariana,	Tomas,	Lara	 and	Aris	will	miss	 their	 “Papa”	
so very much.  They adored him.  Papa’s face would light up 
whenever one of  his grandchildren would enter the room.  We 
would	call	Aris	Dad’s	“mini-me”.	 	 	 	Lara	adored	her	“Papa”.		

She would always say to him “Papa do you know I love you?  
So, so much”, and plant a big kiss on his cheek.  

We are very proud of  our father and everything that 
he accomplished.  To Dad success was knowing that you gave it 
your all, and he honestly felt that there was nothing that could 
not be achieved, as long as you persevered.  I remember dur-
ing the adoption process when we were waiting to bring Lara 
and	Aris	home,	at	times	I	would	be	very	scared	that	something	
would go wrong, and he would say “achigs gela”, “My daughter 
it	will	happen”.		He	taught	Arthur	many	valuable	lessons	in	life.		
One was that a man is only as good as his kind gestures.  Life 
is about serving God and generosity.  

Dad was a community leader and he served many dif-
ferent	 Armenian	 causes,	 but	 none	
was closer to his heart than Saint 
Sarkis.  Saint Sarkis was an extension 
of 	his	family.	 	His	voice	would	fill	
a room and he could make people 
laugh, especially during his speech-
es.  He was loved and respected 
by many and when you met him it 
was hard not to like him.   He built 
beautiful friendships inside as well 
as outside of  the church.  

Prior to his health disinte-
grating, Dad was full of  life and 
had a lot of  energy, but unfortu-
nately the last few years were very 
difficult	 for	him.	 	With	his	health	
failing him, he slowed down a bit 
and was spending more time at 
home; in fact it was during these 
final	years	that	Bedros	and	Sonia’s	
bond grew stronger.  They leaned 
on each other and supported each 
other for better or worse.  When 
I asked Sonia about one of  her 
fondest memories of  Dad, she 
said “going to the food market and 
picking out fresh fruits and veg-

etables”.  Dad’s favorite thing lately was smoothies.  He was 
fortunate to have spent his last day on earth with his immediate 
family.   

	 As	 difficult	 as	 it	 is	 to	 say	 goodbye	 to	 him,	 he	 has	
moved on to a better place.  In the last year of  his life, he has 
told me a few times that he was tired.   Not just physically, but 
mentally.		As	hard	as	it	was	for	me	to	hear,	I	understood	what	
he was telling me.  The dialysis was taking its toll on him.  He 
was ready.  The family thanks you for your kind words and ges-
tures.		As	we	say	goodbye	to	one	of 	the	most	beautiful	people	
we know, he is already on his way to heaven where he will have 
eternal peace.  We love you dad, and you will forever be in our 
hearts.  

-- Annette Givelekian

“..there [aren’t] enough words to describe 
exactly how much he meant to his family 
and friends.  To know him is to love him.”

Bedros with his wife, children and grandchildren in March 2012.

Integrity, faith, kindness, generosity, leadership, honor, She would always say to him “Papa do you know I love you?  

Eulogies from the family of  Bedros Givelekian
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Der Nareg, 
 I wanted to thank you for your 
guidance and kindness.  It really means 
a lot to Arthur and I.  It has been a 
very difficult few weeks for us, and we are 
trying to stay strong.  I finally told Lara 
and Aris.   Lara cried a lot and said 
she wants to see Papa, she misses him.  
Aris wanted to know if  Papa went in a 
rocket to get to Heaven since Heaven is 
further than outer space.  He also wanted 
to know if  Papa feels better now that he 
is in Heaven.  I told him that Papa is  
doing very well now.           -- Annette

Dear Papa,

I never expected the day to come but when it came, it hit me hard.  It changed my way of  thinking forever and caused 
me to enjoy and be grateful for everything I have because you never know when it will disappear.   However, as you, my loved 
one passed on, I began to remember all the special little moments that we spent in life together.  

I remember when I had to stay at your house during the hur-
ricane, when we sat outside together, talked and enjoyed the pool, or 
even when I was younger, I remember all the stories you told me.  I will 
cherish all of  those memories forever.  

When I am older, I will tell my children about you, who will tell 
their children of  how you were a great man and of  all your wonderful 
achievements and contributions in life.  In the past, you would always ask me about my grades and school.  You were so proud 
of  me and I know you still are.  I am also very proud of  you.  It is truly an honor to call you my grandfather or as I would call 
you,	“Papa.”	I	was	your	first	grandchild	and	also	the	luckiest	as	my	aunt	would	say	because	I	was	the	one	who	got	to	spend	the	
most	time	with	you	and	I	was	the	one	who	was	able	to	make	the	most	memories	with	you	for	15	short	years	but	I	will	hold	on	
to those memories forever.  Words cannot describe how much I miss you and love you but I know that you’re in heaven always 
watching over me.  You are in a better place now and someday, one day, I will be reunited with you again.  

Love, Ariana Kazanjian

“I was your first grandchild and also the 
luckiest…because I was the one who got 
to spend the most time with you”

To my beloved Father who departed unexpectedly from our lives,

What a beautiful day we shared celebrating Tomas’ birthday together just hours ago.  I will always remember and cherish 
those	final	moments	together.		I	will	miss	seeing	and	hearing	your	voice	at	the	office	where	I	developed	a	closer	bond	with	you.			
I	will	miss	sharing	my	struggles	and	triumphs	with	you	during	brief 	moments	of 	conversation	in	between	our	office	paperwork.		
Your	inspiring	words,	I	shall	never	forget,	always	advising	me	to	have	patience	and	faith	in	God	Almighty	to	help	lead	me	down	
the right path in life.

Thank	you	for	all	 the	sacrifices	you	made	 to	provide	for	our	 family.		
Thank	you	for	your	love,	kindness	and	generosity.		Although	losing	the	
patriarch	of 	our	family	has	been	a	difficult	time,	we	believe	you	were	
called by God for a greater project to work on in Heaven.  I will miss 
you terribly but I will celebrate your life and accomplishments forever 
and live to tell your story with the incredible memories you left behind.

“Anyone can become a Father but it takes a special person to be a Dad”. 
I love you always,  Lucy Kazanjian

“Although [it] has been a difficult time, 
we believe you were called by God for a 
greater project to work on in Heaven.”
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IN LIEU OF FLOWERS DONATIONS 
FOR THE LATE BEDROS GIVELEKIAN

Megerian,	Raffi	-	Megerian	Inc.	 $1,000.00
Dumanian,	Steve	&	Sorina	 	$500.00	
Garipian,	Karnik	&	Haci,	Monte	Carlo	Designs		 $400.00	
Rogu,	George	&	Delia	 	$400.00	
Baghdadlian,	Hagop	&	Silva	 	$300.00	
Boladian,	Edward	&	Mirella	 	$300.00	
Boyadjian,	Mrs.	Armine		 	$300.00	
Rogu,	Demetrios	&	Maria	 	$300.00	
Tavitian,	Nersess	&	Anayis	 	$300.00	
Djamdjian,	Haroutune	 	$250.00	
Kabarajian,	Dickran	&	Liza	 	$250.00	
Kouyoumdjian,	Hagop	&	Ica	 	$250.00	
Andonian,	Berdj	&	Arec	 	$200.00	
Baklajian,	Haig	&	Emma	 	$200.00	
Balmanukian,	Setrak	&	Seta	 	$200.00	
Boyajian	/	Chorluyan,	Lorig/Ara	 $200.00	
Cazazian,	Aram	&	Rima	 	$200.00	
Chekmayan,	Ara	 	$200.00	
Garabedian,	Agop	&	Angela		 	$200.00	
Givelechian,	Artun	&	Elizabeth	 $200.00	
Hairabedian,	Arthur	&	Lilian	 	$200.00	
Kalustian,	Varujan	&	Luiza	 	$200.00	
Kavanian,	Thomas	&	Alice	 	$200.00	
Kubikian,	Arthur	&	Louiza	 	$200.00	
Mkhitarian,	Charles	 	$200.00	
Naldjian,	Jack	&	Mary	 	$200.00	
Nercessian,	Sarkis	&	Adrine	 	$200.00	
Stainless	Steel	Collision	Corporation	 $200.00
Arzoomanian,	Karekin	&	Hilda	 $150.00	
Baghdasaryan,	Levon	&	Diana	 	$150.00	
Crown	Findings	Co.	Inc,	Berc	Gokberg	 $150.00	
Donikian,	Simon	 	$150.00	
Gurden,	Larry	&	Margirit	 	$150.00	
Halajian,	Michael	&	Hilda		 	$150.00	
Hortananian,	Yervan	&	Linda	 	$150.00	
Mahdessian,	Noubar	&	Ann	 	$150.00	
Agopian,	Berdj	&	Hilda	 	$100.00	
Alajajian,	Karl	&	Alice		 	$100.00	
Araian,	Ararat	 	$100.00	
Araian,	Nigogos	 	$100.00	
Arakelian,	Dikran	&	Scarlet	 	$100.00	
Ardzivian,	Armen	&	Zepiur	 	$100.00	
Arslanian,	Edward	&	Mary	 	$100.00	
Asadourian,	Armand	&	Laura	 	$100.00	
Atakhanian,	Gevik	&	Tenya	 	$100.00	
Atakhanian,	Valot	&	Yeran	 	$100.00	
Atakhanian,	Yourik	&	Paula	 	$100.00	
Babakhanian,	Jenik		 	$100.00	
Barsamian,	Edward	&	Coharig	 	$100.00	
Bekian,	Edward	&	Arpi	 	$100.00	
Bezdikian,	Ohannes	&	Sonia	 	$100.00	
Bezdikian,	Veh	&	Arpine	 	$100.00	
Bezirjian,	Garo	&	Romana	 	$100.00	
Bibian,	Shant	&	Annie	 	$100.00	
Bogosian,	Arshag	&	Virginia	 	$100.00	
Bogosian,	Garabet	&	Nadia	 	$100.00	
Boudakian,	Antranig	&	Marion	 $100.00	
Boudakian,	Narek &	Aida	 	$100.00	
Budgazad,	Helene	 	$100.00	
Candan,	Irma	 	$100.00	
Candan,	Arpi	 	$100.00	
Carasimu,	Cornel	&	Michelle	 	$100.00	
Daglyan,	Ruben	&	Hasmig	 	$100.00	
Demirdjan,	Edmond	&	Neyree	 $100.00	
Demirdjian,	Harry	&	Sandy	 	$100.00	

Dolmaian,	Cricor	&	Natalie	 	$100.00	
Galstian,	Arto	&	Nina	 	$100.00	
Garabedian,	Edouard	&	Lusin	 	$100.00	
Gorgissian,	Hagop	&	Hilda	 	$100.00	
Grigorian,	Gourgen	&	Sonik	 	$100.00	
Gulmezian,	Onnig	&	Sossi	 	$100.00	
Hagobian,	Khajadour	&	Shant	 	$100.00	
Haigian,	Aris	&	Dalita		 	$100.00	
Hartunian,	Rose	 	$100.00	
Homenetmen	of 	New	York	 	$100.00	
Ipekgian,	Siragan	&	Mariana	 	$100.00	
Kabarajian,	Frank	&	Aida	 	$100.00	
Kalayjian,	Makrouhi	 	$100.00	
Karakaya	Family	 	$100.00	
Kazanjian,	Raffi	&	Tanya		 $100.00
Kazarosian,	Vagram	&	Margarit	 $100.00	
Keshishian,	Raffi	&	Mary	 	$100.00	
Kochoumian,	Edward	&	Alina	 	$100.00	
Koroglu,	Nazaret	 	$100.00	
Krikorian,	Krikor	&	Florina		 	$100.00	
Manougian,	Varujan	&	Barbara	 $100.00
Manuelian,	Leo	&	Sona	 	$100.00	
Marcarian,	Kricor	&	Janette	 	$100.00	
Matevosyan/Sevan,	Artur	&	Karine	 $100.00	
Megerian,	John	&	Salpi	 	$100.00	
Minassian,	Dicran	&	Nelly	 	$100.00	
Minnetyan,	Ani	(Delicate	Gem)	 $100.00	
Mossessian,	Agop	&	Rubina	 	$100.00	
Naldjian,	Henry	&	Anahid	 	$100.00	
Nercessian,	Krikor	&	Elizabeth	 $100.00	
Niksarli,	Vahe	&	Nadya	 	$100.00	
Ohannessian,	Edward	&	Eliza		 	$100.00	
Ozdemir,	John	&	Arlene	 	$100.00	
Papazian,	Garo	&	Aida	 	$100.00	
Radovan,	Danny	&	Marcella	 	$100.00	
Sarkissian,	Yervant	&	Arev	 $100.00	
Shishmanian,	Manoug	&	Dory	 	$100.00	
Sokasian,	Aaron	&	Giovanna	 	$100.00	
Sokasian,	Martin	&	Rima	 $100.00
St.	Sarkis	Church	Senior	Citizens	 $100.00	
Stanciu,	Dan	&	Alina	 	$100.00	
Tavitian,	Arsineh	 	$100.00	
Tchagatzbanian,	Souren	&	Ani	 	$100.00	
Tumaian,	Antranig	 	$100.00	
Ugurlayan,	Anahid	 	$100.00	
Uyanik,	Steve	 	$100.00	
Vartanian,	Antranik	 	$100.00	
Zohrabian,	Raffi	&	Nairy	 	$100.00	
Andonian,	Vartan	&	Araxi	 	$75.00	
Tcholakian,	Kegham	&	Ashkhen	 	$75.00	
Apelian,	Hovhannes	 	$60.00	
Horioglu,	Roger	 	$60.00	
Shamlian,	Levon	&	Sandy		 	$60.00	
Anasa,	Karabet	&	Lucia	 	$50.00	
Anastasian,	Mardiros	&	Carol	 	$50.00	
Antonoff,	Lily	 $50.00
Aprahamian,	Nelly	 	$50.00	
Atamian,	Giragos	&	Anoush	 	$50.00	
Azarian,	Susan	 	$50.00	
Azzalini,	Edda	 	$50.00	
Baklajian,	Victoria	 	$50.00	
Bardizbanian	Family	 	$50.00	
Baron,	Alex	&	Jackie	 	$50.00	
Bodriguian,	Agavni	&	Sylvia	 	$50.00	
Boyadjian,	Gaidzag	&	Seta	 	$50.00	
Cacuci/Shahbazian,	Araxie	 	$50.00	
Demirdjan,	Zaven	&	Elvira	 	$50.00	
Derian,	Isabel	 	$50.00	

Eramian,	Ara	 	$50.00	
Gabrelian,	Henry	&	Marita	 	$50.00	
Givelekian,	Hachik	 	$50.00	
Gostanian,	Manoug	&	Amy	 	$50.00	
Gulbenkian,	Edward	&	Sylvia		 	$50.00	
Haigian,	Haig	&	Mary	 	$50.00	
Hazarian	,	Edward	&	Madlen	 	$50.00	
Hovsepian,	Joseph		 	$50.00	
Izmirliyan,	Arman	 	$50.00	
Jamie,	Edward	&	Lynn	 	$50.00	
Janesian,	Harriet	 	$50.00	
Kaloustian,	Aram	&	Margaret	 	$50.00	
Kasarjian,	Mark		 	$50.00	
Kasparian,	Kevork	&	Narsis	 	$50.00	
Kavafian,	Arman	&	Silva	 	$50.00	
Kazanjian,	Garabed	&	Arpine	 	$50.00	
Kocharyan,	Karine	&	Haik	 	$50.00	
Manuelian,	Gregory	&	Ani	 	$50.00	
Manuelian,	Vartkes	&	Mary		 	$50.00	
Markarian,	Herand	&	Janet	 	$50.00	
Markarian,	Hrachik	&	Benita	 	$50.00	
Markarian,	Anahid	 	$50.00	
Mengouchian,	Vartkes		 	$50.00	
Minassian,	Karnik	&	Marian	 	$50.00	
Minassian,	Vahram	&	Esperanz	 	$50.00	
Morgikian,	Mihail	&	Nancy	 	$50.00	
Nevruzian,	Michael	&	Anni	 	$50.00	
Orangian,	Haroutoun	&	Lena		 	$50.00	
Oranjian,	Sitta	&	Takouhi	 	$50.00	
Ozbirman,	Krikor	&	Hermine	 	$50.00	
Sarkissian,	Azadouhi,	Nairy	&	Margo	 	$50.00	
Saroyan,	Siranoush	 	$50.00	
Sekdorian,	Garo	&	Bertha	 	$50.00	
Shamlian,	Karekin	&	Sevana	 	$50.00	
Sheshedian,	Mrs.	Mary	 	$50.00	
Stamati,	Paul	 	$50.00	
Tavitian,	Stepan	&	Sami	 	$50.00	
Tervizian,	Toros	&	Manoush	 	$50.00	
Thomasian,	Thomas	&	Maggie	 	$50.00
Topsacalian,	Harutiun	 $50.00	
Wisniewski,	Michael	&	Elizabeth	 	$50.00	
Zobian,	Alice		 	$50.00	
Melkonian,	Sam	 	$40.00	
Yaghdjian,	Patrick	&	Simona		 	$35.00	
Acevedo,	Feranando	&	Loreta	 	$30.00	
Asarian,	Sarkis	&	Nazeli	 	$30.00	
Nazar,	Marie	 	$30.00	
Agasian,	Armand	&	Laura	 	$25.00	
Babikian,	Lolita	 	$25.00	
Caprielian,	Ara	&	Arevig	 	$25.00	
DerSarkissian,	Jirair	 	$25.00	
Devlin,	Mary	 	$25.00	
D’Onofrio,	Gail	 	$25.00	
Ebrimian,	Mardiros	&	Maria	 	$25.00	
Haroutunian,	Nazo	&	Janet	 	$25.00	
Harutunian,	Anthony	&	Maral	 	$25.00	
Jamgotchian,	Sako	 	$25.00	
Mgrdechian,	Elizabeth	 	$25.00	
Simitian,	Estelle	 	$25.00	
Simitian,	Mark	&	Estelle	 	$25.00	
Tcholakian,	Lucin	 	$25.00	
Toumaian,	Mary	 	$25.00	
Vartanian,	Mihran	&	Mirna	 	$25.00	
Zadoian,	Hratch	 	$25.00	
Agasian,	Garbis	&	Anneta	 	$20.00	
Emanuelle,	Frava	 	$20.00	
Manuelian,	Nubar	 	$20.00	
Stanojevic,	Stoian	 	$20.00	

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS DONATIONS
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St. Sarkis Board of  Trustees
St.	Sarkis	Armenian	Church
Suzanne & Hovsep Hagopian Saturday School
The	New	York	Armenian	Garo	Gomideh
Arsenian	Family
Baciu Family 
Baghdadlian, Hagop & Family
Baghdasaryan, Levon & Family
Crangasu, Nina & Virgil
Garabet, Leon & Family
Hazarian,	Arthur,	Dacia,	&	Nadia
Hovsepian, Daniel & Family
Hovsepian, Mesia & Family
Indzhigulyan, Samuel & Family
Indzhigulyan, Vartan & Family

Ipekgian, Stepan
Kalayjian/Ugurlayan,	Makrouhi	&	Anahid
Kapikian, Bedros & Family
Kaufman,	Ivan	&	Staff 	at	Arbor
Meneshian,	Alex	&	Family
Negoita/Shishmanian, Constantin & Seta
Nita Family 
Payos, Peter & Family
Simitian Family 
Tavitian Family 
Yao, Wendy, Rene, Nicholas & Christopher
Zakarian, Gabe & Family
Zakarian, Louie & Family
Zakarian, Nuny

Քրիստոս, Որդի Աստուծոյ, անոխակալ եւ բարեգութ, գթա քո արարչական
սիրովդ ի հոգիս հանգուցեալ ծառայից քոց: Յիշեա Տէր մանաւանդ զհոգին 

նորոգ հանգուցեալ ծառայի քում ՊԵՏՐՈՍ ՃԻՎԷԼԷԿԵԱՆԻ։ 
Յիշեա’ յաւուր մեծի գալստեան արքայութեան քոյ, արա’ արժանի 

ողորմութեան, քաւութեան եւ թողութեան մեղաց, դասաւորեալ պայծառացո’ 
ընդ սուրբս քո յաջակողմեան դասուն: Զի դու ես Տէր եւ Արարիչ ամենեցուն, 

դատաւոր կենդանեաց եւ մեռելոց, եւ քեզ վայելէ փառք իշխանութիւն եւ 
պատիւ այժմ եւ միշտ եւ յաւիտեանս յաւիտենից. ամէն: 

O Christ, Son of  God, forebearing and compassionate, have mercy, through your love 
as creator upon the souls of  your departed servants, and especially upon the soul of  

your	servant	BEDROS	GIVELEKIAN.	
Remember him on the great day of  the coming of  your Kingdom. Make him worthy 
of  your mercy, remission and forgiveness of  sins. Illuminate and rank him among the 
Saints at your right hand. For you are Lord and creator of  all, judge of  the quick and 
of 	the	dead.	And	to	you	is	befitting	glory,	dominion	and	honor,	now	and	always	and	

forever	and	ever.	Amen.

We extend our condolences to the 
family & pray that the Almighty 
Lord bestows repose upon the soul 
of  Bedros Givelekian, Chairman 
Emeritus 

FLOWERS DONATIONS 
FOR THE LATE BEDROS GIVELEKIAN
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