Reformation Sunday
October 27, 2024

Greetings and Welcome

GATHERING

*Call to Worship

0739

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

C:

Most merciful God,

. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of Christ’s Church, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



*Gathering Song — “To God be the Glory,” w.1& 3 (piano)

1 To God be the glory, great things he has done;
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that all may go in.

Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he has done.

3 Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - celve our prayer.
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*Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: God of compassion,

By the power of God, Elijah provided bread and oil for the widow and her household.
By faith in God, the widow provided food and water for Elijah. Give us hearts to love
one another, so that in providing and in receiving, we too, might experience the

unimaginable power of God, through the one who has p
Jesus Christ. Amen.

rovided life itself, your Son,



*Sharing Christ’s Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.

Children’s Sermon

WORD
Reading: 1 Kings 17:1-16 (17-24) Reader: Barb Davenport

!Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord the God of Israel
lives, before whom 1 stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.” 2The word of the Lord came to him, saying, *Go from here and turn eastwards,
and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. *You shall drink from
the wadi, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” °So he went and did
according to the word of the Lord; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of
the Jordan. ®The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat
in the evening; and he drank from the wadi. ’But after a while the wadi dried up, because
there was no rain in the land.

8Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ° Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to
Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 1°So he set out
and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering
sticks; he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that [ may drink.’
11As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in
your hand.” ?But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a
handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple of sticks, so
that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.’
13Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug
of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” *She went and did
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. *The jar of
meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that
he spoke by Elijah.



7 After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so
severe that there was no breath left in him. 8She then said to Elijah, ‘What have you
against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to
cause the death of my son!” But he said to her, ‘Give me your son.” He took him from
her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on
his own bed. 2°He cried out to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even
upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?’ 2Then he stretched himself
upon the child three times, and cried out to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, let this child’s life
come into him again.” ?*The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came
into him again, and he revived. ZElijah took the child, brought him down from the upper
chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, ‘See, your son is
alive.” 24So the woman said to Elijah, ‘Now I know that you are a man of God, and that
the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.’

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*Song — “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” ELW 509 (organ)

God's word is our great heritage
and shall be ours forever;

to spread its light from age to age
shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way;

in death it is our stay.

Lord, grant while time shall last
your church may hold it fast
throughout all generations.

Sermon: Elijah: God's Promise of Provision

Song of the Day — “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ELW 502 (organ)

1 The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if 1 am his and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.
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3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Stewardship Time

“On Faith Alone,” arr. Fettke
Chancel Choir

—Please take a moment to sign into the Welcome Folder in your pew—



*Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... and join their unending hymn:
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Agnus Dei
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Communion Songs
“By Grace We Have Been Saved” (ACS 1006) (piano)

Refrain: By grace we have been saved—saved by grace through faith,
not because of what we do; it is the gift of God.

1 On the days when you are weak, on the days when you are strong,
rich or poor, young or old, just listen to the song. Refrain

2 Rest your body, rest your mind, in the stillness you will find
you're a lovely, precious child, part of the great design. Refrain

3 You don't need to be afraid. You will never be alone.
There is mercy, there is hope, and love will take you home. Refrain

“The Church’s One Foundation” ELW 654  (organ)

1 The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued.

3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: ""How long?"'
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

4  Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.
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*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace.
C: Amen.

*Closing Prayer
SENDING

*Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

*Sending Song — “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW 504 (organ)

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!
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*Dismissal
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Song Credits
“To God Be the Glory,” © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.
Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission.
All Creation Sings, ©2020 Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. Used by permission

Worship Assistants

Communion Assistant: Liddy Stark
Greeter: Liddy Stark

Reader: Barb Davenport

Ushers: Hallie Mayner & Larry Kuster
Pastor: Adam Dichsen

Music Director: Jean Welch

Organist: Susan Roegge

Pianist: Jean Welch

Drummer: John Demien

Guitarist: Marilyn Dichsen

Financial Assistants: Greg Kimler & Patty Nelson
Chancel Committee: Kim Heise

Coffee Hosts: Judy Dillard & Vicki Robson

Singers:
Benen Dichsen Kelly Hartz Kris Roth Carol VanderKloot
Louis Dichsen Terri Kimler Cole Street
Marilyn Dichsen ~ Adam Krohe Melissa Street

Church Council Members:
Malinda Carlson  Kelly Hartz Gaylon Martin Monica Proefrock
Ken Devlin Greg Kimler Patty Nelson Kelly Street

Marilyn Dichsen
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The altar plants are given today by
Lynette Hamilton in celebration of Brenda & Kip Stevenson’s
30" wedding anniversary
and
by Liddy Stark and family in memory of Ken Stark

What’s Coming Up at Faith?

Sunday, October 27, 9:30am: Worship Friends from Faith
10:30am: Book Study
10:30am: Youth Sunday School
2:00pm: Trunk or Treat

October 28 — November 1: Doorbell Dinners
Wednesday, October 30, 7-8am: Men’s Prayer Group

Saturday, November 2, 8:00am: Cooking for
9:00am: Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, November 3, 9:30am: Worship
10:30am: Youth Sunday School

Wednesday, November 6, 7-8am: Men’s Prayer Group

News Updates

Trunk-or-Treat at Faith - Today!
This free, family-friendly event will be a great way for us to connect with the community!

Please join us this afternoon and bring your kids. Thank you to everyone who signed up
to decorate their trunks and hand out candy!

Friends From Faith -- a ministry team led by Naomi Hahn on the last Sunday of each month
Today, you can visit the tall white table just outside the sanctuary where you can select a
card, sign a card, or deposit a card in the mailbox to send. Cards and stamps are provided
for your use. If you have extra cards or stamps to spare, please bring them and donate them
in the provided jar.

13



Doorbell Dinners: October 28 - November 1

Thank you to all who helped with Doorbell Dinners in September. Our next opportunity
will be coming up from OCTOBER 28-NOVEMBER 1. We are in need of drivers &
deliverers to cover the needs of five routes — time commitment is 11:15-12:30 each day.
For more information and to sign up, visit the signup counter by the Fair Trade coffee sales.

All Saints Sunday

On November 3, we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday, an opportunity to remember all
the saints of God, specifically recalling members and loved ones of members of our
congregation who have died or were baptized in the last year. If you would like the name
of your loved one shared, please submit it to the church office by Friday, November 1.

Conference of Churches Plans Unity Event on November 3, 2024
The Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches will be holding a unity event on Sunday,
November 3, at 2:00pm at Central Park in downtown Jacksonville.

All are invited to join together as a community of faith for song, scripture, and prayer.
Together, the community will seek unity during this time of division, give thanks for God’s
blessings, and show Christian love to our neighbors.

There is no cost to attend the event. No collection will be taken. The Salvation Army
will supply hot chocolate for attendees. In case of rain, Faith Lutheran Church at 1385
West Walnut will host the event.

Men’s Prayer Group

Help us grow our group! You can meet in person at Faith on Wednesday mornings at
7:00, or on zoom. Contact one of the guys to let them know you are coming: Kevin Krohe
or Larry Kuster.

Music is a Great Way to Connect!

We are always looking for people to sing or play special music for a prelude or a
stewardship offering. Please contact Jean Welch if you are interested in sharing your
musical gifts. jrwelch53@msn.com or 217-652-7009 (phone/text)

“Faith’s Little Flock”

Faith's Little Flock meets in the classroom next to the nursery after the children's sermon
until communion time. Activities this month will follow Pastor's theme of God's promises.
The children can look forward to making mini water globes, crafts with hearts and lambs,

and more while listening to Bible stories. We are also adding some fun music for the little
14



ones called "Sing the Bible". A special thanks to everyone who has volunteered your time
in October. We will be working on a schedule for volunteers and getting things organized
for the remainder of the year. Blessings, Melissa Street

Bible Boot Camp — our next session is November 10!

We introduced Bible Boot Camp, a new program for elementary school aged children, in
September. Pastor Adam warmed them up with singing, dancing, and some retelling of
Bible stories from recent worship services. Patty Nelson and Shelley McDaniel led them
in some creative play and crafts, and then we all joined with parents and older youth for a
meal. Future events are scheduled on Sundays, from 4:30-6:00, November 10 and
December 15. Spread the word and bring a friend!

Faith Inkubators — our next session is November 10!

Our Confirmation Class has resumed under a different name. Our Faith Inkubators youth
nights incorporate all the learning of confirmation, but also some games and activities so
that it is open for some upper-elementary-aged kids that are up for the challenge and our
high school youth to still be involved. Future events are scheduled on Sundays, from 5:30-
7:30, November 10 and December 15.

Youth Service Projects

Our youth are willing and able to help with service projects in your home! Last month
they helped with the God's Work, Our Hands clean up as well as washing windows for a
member. If you would like to have them help at your home, contact one of our Youth
Ministry Team leaders (Marilyn Dichsen, Adam Krohe, and Barb Davenport). They are
often available after worship, but may be able to schedule another time as well. If your
project falls over a mealtime (or anytime in between), they may appreciate some snacks
and drinks.

Lutheran Disaster Response — Hurricane Helene

If you would like to make a donation to help those affected by hurricanes and related
disasters, there are donation forms available in the gathering area on the counter by the
coffee sales.
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