
           

 



 WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WINCHESTER 

Ordination and Installation of Elders Service • January 19, 2025 11:00 AM 

When this symbol () precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 

Ushers collect blue prayer requests during the first hymn. 

The Holy Spirit Calls Us Together as People of God 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                         “Liebster Jesu” (Dearest Jesus, We are Here)        J.S. Bach 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                             

O God, 
you spoke your word 
and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. 
Fill all creation with that word again, 
so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations 
and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, 
we may become one living body, 
your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen. 

 

    HYMN 39      “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                               FAITHFULNESS 

    PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                    

Lord, how we must try your patience! We often doubt, when we should place our faith in your 
abiding presence. We think that we have to have all the answers, and judge others who fail to 
live up to our expectations. We think that we are the one thing that matters most in life. So 
we place ourselves at the center of our own universe. Forgive us when we show how shallow 
our faith is. Help us to really understand the miraculous ways in which you have already 
worked in our lives and will continue to work as we journey in faith. Bring to us the Light of 
Joy that we may be transformed into people of joyful service and faith. In Jesus' Name, we 
pray. Amen.    Silence for personal confession 

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS            

GLORIA PATRI [Hymn 581]            

Worship Leaders     Rev. Michael Hafele       Rev. Amanda Maguire Thomas     

  

Ruling Elder for the Class of 2026    

Glenn Burdick 

Ruling Elders for the Class of 2027 

Deborah Alverson, Patricia Keeton, Lynn McCauley, Elizabeth “Libby” Solak, Ed Touchstone 

 



God Speaks to Us in Scripture, Preaching, and Song 

    PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you!                  Friends, you are encouraged to pass the peace. 

Children, kindergarten and younger, may leave for Wee One’s Worship in Room 107. 

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP        “Jesu Bambino”               MiKayla Hatfield, soprano  Pietro Yon 

SCRIPTURE          John 2:1-11 

SERMON               “God’s New Way” by the Rev. Michael Hafele    

    HYMN 395                          “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”                                             LIEBSTER JESU 

The Service of Installation 

 

STATEMENT OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

There are different Gifts 
But it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
There are different ways of serving God. 
But it is the same Lord who is served. 
God works through different people in different ways. 
But it is the same God who achieves God's purpose through them all. 
Each one is given a gift by the Spirit. 
To use it for the common good. 
Together we are the body of Christ, 
And individually members of that body. 
We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, and marked as Christ’s own by the Holy 
Spirit. This is our common calling, to be disciples and servants of our servant Lord. Within the 
community of the church, some are called to particular service as Deacons, as Elders, and as 
ministers of the Word and Sacrament. Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church, assuring that his 
ministry continues among us, providing for ministries of caring and compassion in the world, 
ordering the governance of the church, and preaching the Word and administering the sacraments. 

Clerk of Session, John Fisher:  

Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the Session of First Presbyterian Church 
now ordains/installs Deborah Alverson, Glenn Burdick, Patricia Keeton, Lynn McCauley, Elizabeth 
“Libby” Solak, Ed Touchstone to the office of Ruling Elders for the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Winchester. 

 



 

REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Ordination calls the whole church to a renewed commitment, and reminds us all to bear gladly the 
yoke of Christ given the in the covenant of baptism. Let us therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, 
renouncing all that opposes God and God’s rule and affirming the faith of the church. 

RENUNCIATIONS 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its 
power in the world? 
I do. 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept Him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in His grace and love? 
I do. 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying His Word and showing His love? 
I will, with God’s help. 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 
Those who are to be ordained and/or installed move to the front of the chancel to answer the 
questions required by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and 
through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?    I do.  
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique 
and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you?    I do.  
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 
confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to  
believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of 
God?    I do and I will.  
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be 
continually guided by our confessions?    I will.  
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend 
among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word 
and Spirit?   I will.  
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for he 
reconciliation of the world?    I will.  
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?    I do.  
Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?    I will.  

Ruling Elders: 

 Will you be a faithful Elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and 
service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, and 
in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?    I will. 

 



Clerk of Session: 

Do we the members of First Presbyterian Church accept these men and women as Ruling Elders, 
chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?  We do. 
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving 
Jesus Christ who alone is the Head of the Church?   We do. 

PRAYER OF ORDINATION 
Those who are to be ordained bow their head.   

Eternal God, we give you thanks for your steadfast faithfulness to us. In every age you have called 
forth leaders to serve you and equipped them with your gifts. Among your people of Israel, you 
anointed prophets, priests, and rulers. You called Pastors and Teachers, Bishops, Elders, and 
Deacons to build up your church. With Moses, the seventy Elders bore the burdens of your people, 
ministering in the power of your Spirit. Alongside the Apostles, Deacons cared for all in need and 
guarded the community’s peace. In the church, Deacons, Elders, and Pastors serve together, so that 
your whole people might be equipped for ministry, and built up into the full unity of Christ. For your 
servants in every age, O God, and for the church of Jesus Christ, we give you all thanks and praise. 

PRAYER FOR RULING ELDERS 
Those gathered around candidates for the office of Ruling Elder lay hands on them. 

God of grace, pour out your Holy Spirit these brothers and sisters, that they may be your faithful 
Elders in the church. Give them prudence and sound judgment, wisdom and courage to order the 
life of the church in obedience to your Word. Nourish them in the life of the Holy Spirit, that they 
may exercise the ministry of discipline with humility and compassion. Guide them in governance, on 
this Session and in every court of the church that they may be servant leaders following Christ who 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Give them joy in their 
walk of faith and a sure sense of your abiding presence for their work of ministry. 

PRAYER CONTINUED 

Gracious God, through the waters of baptism, you have claimed us as your own and called us to 
share in Christ’s ministry. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may discern the gifts you have 
given, calling them forth from one another, and together use these gifts for the good of all. In 
obedience to Christ, and in the unity of his Spirit, may we proclaim good news, make disciples, be 
light and leaven, share our bread, offer a cup of cold water, wash one another’s feet. Make us 
strong in Christ to live as your people and show forth your saving love in the world, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CONGREGATION 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your servants whom you called through baptism as 
your own and marked as your own. Grant them the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Give 
them a spirit of truthfulness that they may show the compassion of Christ in the actions of daily 



living and rightly govern your people. Give them the gifts of your Holy Spirit to build up the 
church, to strengthen the common life of your people, and to lead with compassion and vision. In 
the walk of faith and for the work of ministry, give to your servants gladness and strength, 
discipline and hope, humility, humor, and courage, and an abiding sense of your presence. 

Clerk of Session: 

Gracious God, pour out your Spirit of power and truth upon the whole church that we may be for 
you a holy people, baptized to serve you in the world. Sustain this congregation in ministry. Ground 
us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, strengthen our service to the outcast, and increase our 
love for one another. Show us the transforming power of your grace in our life together, that we 
may be servants of the gospel, offering a compelling witness in the world to the 
good news of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

Sisters and brothers, you are now Ruling Elders in the church of Jesus Christ and for the First 
Presbyterian Church of Winchester. Be faithful and true in your ministry and calling so that your 
whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ. 

WELCOME                    Ordained officers greet the newly ordained and installed. 

CHARGE                                                          1 Peter 4:7–11 

The end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 
prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be 
hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one 
speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 
that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power 
forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

[…the petitions conclude…]  And now as Christ taught us, we are bold to pray… Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS AND TITHES (leader) 
Friends, our giving is an act of gratitude for what God has given us.  It is also an act of worship.  
Just as we present our words in liturgy, song, and prayer to God, we present a portion of the fruit of 
our work to God.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM             "Hope of the World"              The Chancel Choir                Lloyd Larson 



The People Depart to Serve 
 

 HYMN 69                                    “Here I am, Lord”                                          HERE I AM (Schutte) 

BENEDICTION    

CHORAL RESPONSE                               “Twofold Amen”                          Greek 

POSTLUDE                                             “Phoenix”                  Dan Locklair 

USHERS                         Charles and Kathy Uphaus, Mike Thompson, Barb Strite  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deriter(s)   
The Deriters will meet Tuesday, Jan. 28, at 11 AM at FPC in Loudoun Hall. Brenda Nelson, author of Life 
and Times of Robert Orrick, will present, with books available for purchase. Orrick, born into slavery, 
became a prominent businessman who supported former slaves after the Civil War. Continue the 
fellowship with lunch at Italian Touch, one block south of the church.             Deriters = Retired Backwards 

Footsteps in Fellowship 
Looking to get to know others in the church during Sunday School hour? Come join us upstairs in the 
Sutton Room at 9:45. We occasionally plan service projects and spend time together outside of 
worship. Establish my footsteps in your word. Psalm 119:133 

Watts Week FPC Feb. 8th – 15th    
It’s that time again to think about how we can serve Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter 
(WATTS)! We are hosting February 8–15, and we will need volunteers, meals, food, and donors. 
Mark your calendars and keep an eye out for the Sign-Up Genius, which will be posted on the 
homepage of fpcwinc.org. Sunday morning sign ups will be Jan 5, 12, 19! 

WATTS prep for all ages on January 26th  
We need everyones help to prepare for WATTS week! Join us during Sunday School on January 26th 
starting in Fellowship Hall as we get ready for this important ministry. It’s a great way to serve 
together and make a difference. We’ll be organizing and preparing materials, and your hands and 
hearts will make all the difference! Children’s and Youth SS will start in the Gathering Hall.  

We Are an Earth Care Congregation 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.” Psalm 24:1 
Scientists have described 1.2 million species of animals, plants, and microbes on earth so far, and 
anticipate many more are still to be discovered.   Enjoy God's Creation!  

Women's Faith Study  
We’ll be reading When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Harold S. Kushner, starting on Wed. Jan 
8th (9:30-11:00 am). Please join us in the Graham Room for fellowship and discussion.  

Office Announcements 
Tax Filing Reminder   To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not file your 2023 
tax return until you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions.  Some of your 
contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return before receiving a written 
acknowledgment. 
Offering Envelopes   The booklets are in alphabetical order on the table between the sanctuary and 
gathering area. If you do not already have envelopes assigned to you and would like a set, please sign 
up on the sheet on the table. 

How Can We Help You? 
Are you having trouble connecting or accessing the church online through our website, emails, the 
worship videos . . . whatever it is, we want to help! Please contact the church office either through e-
mail [info@fpcwinc.org] or leave a message on extension 111. Also, notify us if you know of someone 
who is in the hospital, rehabilitation, births, and deaths. 

 
 


