March s, 2025
Ash Wednesday Worship

7:30 PM

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter. Marking our forebeads with dust, we
acknowledge that we die and return o the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross
indelibly marked on our forebeads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have
already been reconciled to God throngh Christ. We humbly pray for God to make onr hearts clean while we
rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call,

we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.
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Welcome to Worship!
As we prepare for worship, please silence your mobile devices.
We invite you to a time of silence and focus.




WELCOME TO WORSHIP: It is our joy to welcome you to worship today, in-person
and from wherever you may be viewing. We give thanks for whatever brought you, and pray
that you may experience the love of God surrounding you and upholding you as we gather
together to give thanks to God through Word and Sacrament.

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available to use in the Sanctuary for worship.
They are located in the Sound Booth; ask the Sound Booth operator if you would like to use
one.

WORSHIP IS LIVESTREAMED in the Faith and Family Center (located near the
entrance doors to the large parking lot). Anyone is welcome to worship in that space.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN WORSHIP! Like Jesus who welcomed children to his
ministry, Saint Andrew’s welcomes children to our worship services.

Re-usable activity bags (for readers and non-readers) with books, stickers, crayons, paper,
and a snack are available from the usher/hospitality team; please return the bags following
worship.

“Younger Disciples Tips” are in the bulletin with ideas to engage children in worship.

“A Time for Younger Disciples” during worship invites all God’s children to listen to a
message.

Health Practices in place to help reduce the spread of viruses and illness:
Mask wearing is optional. Anyone who wishes to mask is welcome to do so.

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the building.

For other activities, events, meetings check our website: https://SALC.church

VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING IN PROGRESS
Saint Andrews livestreams and records it’s worship services to YouTube.
Video and Audio recording is currently in progress. It is possible that
video footage and/or audio conversations of worshippers in the Saint Andrew’s
Sanctuary may appear on the YouTube livestream/recording.



https://salc.church/

GATHERING

PRELUDE “Come and Fill Our Hearts”
The Chancel Choir

WELCOME Pastor Lara
Please stand as you are able.

INVOCATION

We gather for worship on Ash Wednesday to begin the season of Lent in the name of the
One who gave us birth, who frees us from all that binds us, *F and whose Spirit continues to

walk with us.
Amen.



HYMN

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Gracious God,

out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to
serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and
strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 9:51-62

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to
prepare for his arrival, but they did not receive him because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But Jesus turned and
rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you
20.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own
dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow
you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” And Jesus said to him, “No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Lara



Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to
you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
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Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after
us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

You are invited to come forward to receive ashes at the altar, guided by the ushers. The Pastor will place the
sign of the cross in ashes on your forward and say:
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

ABSOLUTION
In the mercy of Almighty God, who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, you

are forgiven " for all your sins. This promise tests on grace and God remembers them no
more.

Amen.

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Prayers/ Offering: Invite children to write down who they want to pray for this
week and one way they can serve their family/ community.

THE PRAYERS
After each petition, the leader will say, “God, in your mercy”.
Your response 1s “receive our prayer.”

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet people around you as you are comfortable.
Please be seated.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed
your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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On the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, blessed and broke it and shared
it with his friends, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After they had eaten, Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with his friends,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

We pray together the prayer Jesus taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated. We wait silently as the participants who are worshiping online are commnned.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Commmunion is received around the altar rail. Yon are invited to kneel or stand as you feel comfortable.
Please follow the directions of the ushers and use the hand sanitizer provided.

Bread is placed in the hands. Red wine and White grape juice are offered by individual cup. Please
ask if you wonld like a gluten-free option.

If you wish to be communed in your seat, please let one of the ushers/ hospitality team know.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and

life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



SENDING

Younger Disciples Tip ~ Blessing: Mark the sign of the cross on your child’s forehead as a reminder of this
sending blessing.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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SENDING

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;

be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Now the Day is Over”
The Chancel Choir

Thank you to all who are assisting in worship today:
Rev. Lara Forbes, Preaching and Presiding Minister
Dr. Will Simpson, Director of Music
Elaine Koga, Accompanist
Jay Baxter, Altar Guild
Kurt Lutterman, Livestream video

Stay updated on what’s happening at Saint Andrew’s on our website: www.salc.church.

OFFERING We welcome your gifts to support the mission and E E
ministry of Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church. There are envelopes in
the pews to place in the plates in the Narthex, r
or you can give online using the QR code.

LITURGY and MUSIC: Unless otherwise noted, liturgy, liturgical music, and hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship
(ELW) and All Creation Sings (ACS), and Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV) Liturgy and
NRSV text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copytight 2025 Augsburg Fortress; streamed/reptinted with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006660. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-718073. All rights
reserved. Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under CCLI #2042297 and #CSPL048062. All rights reserved
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