San Marcos Lutheran Church
3419 Grand Avenue San Marcos, CA 92078  (760) 727-1509
' Pastor Casey Kloehn Dunsworth
Our mission is to know, accept and live the love of God, and share it with others.
Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, we welcome you!

March 5, 2025
Ash Wednesday
7:00pm
Welcome to worship!

Throughout the service, you will be invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you ave able and as you feel comfortable.
An usher will let you know when it is your row’s turn to come forward for the imposition of ashes. Pr. Casey will mark your
Jforehead with a cross of ashes. If you do not wish to come forward, you may remain seated.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING

PRELUDE
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to

serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness and strengthen us to face
our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12
Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the

house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation
that practiced righteousnessand did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgments; they want God on their side. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you
do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. You fast only
to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? Is not this the fast that
I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of

the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he
will say, “Here I am.” If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in
parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water
whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



PsaLM 51 BE MERCIFUL, O LLORD

Refrain
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mer-ci-ful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness, in your compassion, blot out my offense.
O wash me more and more from my guilt and my sorrow,
And cleanse me from all of my sin.

My offenses, truly I know them, and my sins are always before me;
Against you alone have I sinned, O Lord, what is evil in your sight I have done.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, put your steadfast spirit in my soul,
Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, and take not your spirit from me.

Give back to me the joy of your salvation, let your willing spirit bear me up
And I shall will teach your way to the ones who have wandered,
And bring them all home to your side.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. '

As we work together with him, we entreat you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,
“At an acceptable time [ have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in
every way: in great endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
nights, hunger; in purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and
the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor,
in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors and yet are true, as unknown and yet are well known,
as dying and look—we are alive, as punished and yet not killed, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet
making many rich, as having nothing and yet possessing everything.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven.

“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in
the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when
you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in
secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at
the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they mark their faces to show others that
they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret, and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Restore in Us, O God
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1 Re - store in us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 O Spir - it, wake in  us the won -der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P, Daw Jr,, b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from death
to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to
experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our
sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator
intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us
away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and
sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and

resurrection,
THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Most Holy and merciful God,
We confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our

own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We
have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward
those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Dust and Ashes” - Brian Wren Choir

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
An usher will let you know when it is your row’s turn to come forward, Pr Casey will mark your forehead with a cross of ashes,
saying “remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return.” If you do not wish to come forward, you may remain seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us ! pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us ! pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us | pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share,
and for peaceful times, let us ! pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;

for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection

in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering,

and for those who are in captivity, let us ! pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need,

let us ! pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all servants of the church, for this assembly,

and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,

let us ! pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints,
we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you.
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through Christ our Lord. To you, 0] Lord.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of peace



Hymn

Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offering Song
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Let us pray,

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may
provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may
find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

BLESSING

Blessed gift of God's good creation, it is true:

You are dust, made from the rich, dark matter of the earth, a human from Earth's hummus.

You are from this life-giving ground and one day you also will return to the earth.

Nourishing it as it has nourished you.

Nourishing others as they have nourished you.

But, beloved one of God, it is not just dust and soil that make you up.

You are made of stardust, scattered like infinite glitter, sparking and sparkling throughout the universe.

As you journey through Lent this year, return to who you are.

May the Creator bless the dust in you and around you.
May the Word made flesh, who crossed boundaries and borders, affirm your humanity.
May the Spirit spark imagination and wonder in the stardust that lives in you.

You are dust and stardust, and to the cosmos you will return. Amen.

DISMISSAL ~ The assembly departs in silence.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preacher/Liturgist: Pastor Casey Kloehn Dunsworth
Musicians: Justin Hershey, Max Chodos & Choir

All are welcome! As a community of the people of God, the members of San Marcos Lutheran Church are called to
welcome all people, regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or
sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
Jree, there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)

Are you new to San Marcos Lutheran Church? Pastor Casey would love the opportunity to
get to know you, and has put together a short, confidential, online form. Your smartphone's
QR reader can take you to it using this code. If technology isn't your cup of tea (or if it just
isn't working for you today) there are cream-colored cards in the pew in front of you, which
you can fill out and put in the silver offering plates, hand to an usher, or hand to Pastor Casey
after the service. We're glad you're here!

welcome!

Thank you for supporting the ministry of San Marcos Lutheran Church! Your generosity enables us to do
God’s work in our community. Your contributions to our general fund support our budgeted expenses—we
cannot do it without your support! You can contribute in any of the following ways:

» Place a check or cash in the silver offering plates at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday

» Mail a check to the church office (3419 Grand Ave. San Marcos, CA 92078);
> Set up a recurring donation through your bank;
» Make a one-time or recurring donation with your credit or debit card or bank account

through Tithe.ly, our online giving portal. Visit sanmarcoslutheran.org/give to get started.
Your smartphone’s QR reader can take you there by scanning this code. San Marcos Lutheran Church is a 501(c)(3) organization, and your gift may be tax-deductible.
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