Faith Heroes: Daniel
Are You a Personality or a Character?

Offering verse

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:19-21
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8. Martin Luther King
9. Abraham Lincoln
10.Billy Graham
11.Nelson Mandela
12.Rosa Parks

Recently I've been thinking about the difference between the résumé virtues
and the eulogy virtues. The résumé virtues are the ones you list on your
résumé, the skills that you bring to the job market and that contribute to
external success. The eulogy virtues are deeper. They're the virtues that get

talked about at your funeral, the ones that exist at the core of your being—
whether you are kind, brave, honest or faithful; what kind of relationships
you formed. Most of us would say that the eulogy virtues are more



important than the résumé virtues, but I confess that for long stretches of
my life I've spent more time thinking about the latter than the former. Most

of us have clearer strategies for how to achieve career success than we do for
how to develop a profound character.
The Road to Character by David Brooks

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and
he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. Now
God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, but the
official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my Lord the king, who has assigned your
food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young
men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” Daniel
then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, “Please test your servants for ten days: Give
us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then compare our
appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat
your servants in accordance with what you see.” So he agreed to this and
tested them for ten days. At the end of the ten days they looked healthier
and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. So
the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and

gave them vegetables instead.”
Daniel 1:8-16 NIV

It pleased Dariusto appoint 120 satrapsto rule throughout the
kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was
Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might
not suffer loss.3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king
planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators
and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. Daniel 6:1-4

1) Having character does not mean that people will not take a shot at you.



They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and
neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find
any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do
with the law of his God.” Daniel 6:4,5

2) A person of character doesn’t hurt people on purpose or by accident.

Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against
this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”

3) The closer we get to God the more our character grows.

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:22,23

6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said:
“May King Darius live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps,
advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict
and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being
during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown

into the lions’ den.” 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing. Daniel 6:6-9



10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went
home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his
God, just as he had done before. Daniel 6:10

4) A person of character does not stop doing what’s right when it becomes
difficult.

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into
the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve
continually, rescue you!” 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth
of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings
of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. Daniel 6:16-
17

19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’

den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice,
“‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel answered,
“May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths
of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his
sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” 23 The



king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when
Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had
trusted in his God. Daniel 6:19-23

Lion video
https://youtu.be/vMnSbsjGK9k?si=Qglef43Vil2[dCvM

Closing question: What lion’s den do you find yourself in today?


https://youtu.be/vMnSbsjGK9k?si=Qglef43Vil2JdCvM

