Holy Week

f Huron

locese o

1n

>
&
Q
e
N
=
©
il
&)
N
©
L
b
<O
e

ing

Preach

 Mar 22, 202

D




‘The goal o_f thlS Workshop is to help people to thmk
- .I-_'11turg1call-.?f'_ff about preachlng in Holy Week that is:

-,To preach m away that helps people access the meanmg of the

-'11turg1es of Holy Week

'_If people knew the meamng Of what they are domg m these
-i_j_;’_'}_-_;_{:_;_;umque services, they will be able to respond more fullyto
- What is bemg celebrated in them the Paschal Mystery of Chrlst, =

"-;__."Bemg able to recelve and respond to what God is domg in




_ To that end thrs mornrng we W111 dlSCLISS the content of the
_-Ima1n 11turgres of Holy Week — the anc1ent read1ngs -
-‘praers and‘ r tuals that are found 1n our Book of Alternatwe
-_'Servzces — and What they seek to convey .

_Q' 'In the afternoon We W1ll d1scuss 1n smaller groups the '
_.f'.partrcular concerns of d1fferent pastoral contexts for =
"”-.preachrng in Holy Week - -

w.We are a d1verse church' Each congregatron Worshlps Wrth'f f
-_“if;f-i.;_-:-'_j-fﬁ__;_,drfferent resources, drfferent trad1t10ns and under dlfferent ;_'
ﬁi-;f_j._-g"c1rcumstances e - - | |




g'c1rcumstances would prevent a congregatmn from observmg
_]j_'.'_-.f‘;'_-;"Holy ____":{f:"*‘;eek usrng the resources ava11ab1e to them -

:'_.-'j.._:'_:"_-.?-'-:-ThIS presentatlon w111 engage the Holy Week 11turg1es as they
~ are set out in the BAS, not so as to be proscrlptlve butasa
way to reflect on the content of these services so as to ass1st |
~ both preachers and congregatmns to find deeper meanrng 1n
 them, whatever our c1rcumstances and Whatever our '
trad1t10ns may be . -




'Pascha is the "réékword'-for’ ’Passover” -

-‘Pascha is t.-fe word used by most of the world’
;'hrlstlans to refer to what we call ”Easter '

'_',The terrn ”Paschal Mystery refers to the passron
.-_"“death resurrectlon and ascensmn of Chr1st .

r'l‘he 'aschal Mystery is what we Celebrate in Holy
;_h-_":Week on eve_.unday (even if there is no Eucharlst) -
j_-and at ever__. E -.f‘:{?charlst (even 1f 1t s not Sunday)




erefore, understand, belove

j. 0W1 i b()t - and()l d, .

ternal and temporal,
verishable and imperishable, |

ortal and immortal,

s mystey of the Pascha.

— Melito of Sardis, On Pascha (2nd cent.) "




',The Paschal »-.‘-ystery 1sn t a myste- because we don t
.,'_i_'_-;,know Wh_o done it! It'sa mystery because we can never
-‘exhaust t-’_f}'-f_e mean1ng of it. - =

:_'T;_at 5 because the acts of ]esus 1n t1me are also the acts of -
-_'_;’God in etern1ty ' - .

':,-’_,-.They are real events in h1story, but they resonate in every -
'* _1_‘t1me and place because God is beyond tlme and space - |




-The Paschal Mystery 1s what Holy Week IS all about

‘ _Each l1turgy in I—Ioly Week 1nV1tes us to contemplate day by
i‘_._;‘..____l_-_'_-___day, some aspect of thls Mystery, us1ng Scrrpture prayers,
music, and rrtual passed down to us through the centuries.

'_Each lrturgy also 1nv1tes us to respond to what God has done
1n Chrrst s passmn death and resurrectlon . -

- "Preachrng in Holy Week helps to enter 1nto this contemplatron‘ i
‘-;__'.and to rnake our re_sponse to the Paschal Mystery, SO that we
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‘The principal 11turgy of Palm Sunday (BAS pp
300) could be said to have two “movements”.

First, the ”thurgy of the Palms”: prayers are Sald
and the gospel proclalmed to recall the triumphant
entry of C hrlst into ]erusalem A processmn follows.

~ Then, the service continues with the readmgs of the
day, including the Passion gospel (BAS pp 299- -300).
- The celebration of the Eucharist follows.

Through these two movements, the liturgy of Palm
~ Sunday invites us to see the events of the
tr1umphantentry i the lzght of the Passion to come.




In this way, the readmgs and prayers Qn Palm
~ Sunday invite us to contemplate the .
intentionality with which Jesus began this week:
‘what He was doing, why He was doing it, and
for whom. -

he liturgy also invites our response to this.

[t invites us to respond to Christ’s
1ntent10na11ty with our own.

. It does th1s1ntwoways the procession, and

Eucharlst




hether festive or
enitent, the ancient
ritual of procession is

an expression of our
desire for God.

The movement of our
bodies and the hymns
we sing give voice to
this desire.




» The liturgy of Palm Sunday invitesusto
- contemplate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem i in
view of his passion. Then it invites our response.

It says, “Look, this is what Jesus did on this day,
 this week. What are we going to do today, this
‘week? What is our answer to all this?”

- Our answer is: “Let us 80 forth in peace. / In the
name of Christ. Amen.”

- We enter into procession to express our desire
for God and our w1111ngness to follow Jesus.
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In the Eucharist too, we make
our response to the Paschal
Mystery.

In Holy Communion, we again
express our desire for God, and
our willingness to follow Jesus.

“Taste and see that the Lord is
good”

“And here we offer and present
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves”




-A Palm Sunday sermoncan

-‘remlnd us how the 11turgy 1nv1tes us to contemplate the ._
f_'___-:-t_-,___f._-_‘_;___ievents of C ,_'?"r1st s tr1umphant entry in the hght of h1s pass10n,_
'help us to embrace the process1on and the Eucharrst as Ways
~ in which we express our response to these events and What
i_ff;-"__'jf.-_';f:_:;God 1s do1ng in them - - = -
_,encourage us to respond to Chrrst S 1ntent10na11ty w1th our -
‘i.-_'_own to begln Holy Week w1th the desue to follow ]esus
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o ;f'ursday be gms the Paschal Trlduum or

‘ three dafs of Thursday, Frlday, and Saturday ln
.HO_I - ee-k-'if. - -

"The pr]_nC]_pal ’ ~aundy Thursday serv1ce (BAS pp

~304-307), celebrated in the evening, covers a lot of -

‘_‘;ground because SO much happened on that mght

I ESUS ..as busy that day, So We are too' .




% Re adm:s ' arul sermen -
Celebratron of the Eucharrst
Transfer of the Blessed Sacrame‘rtt . | .

Str1p'mg of the altars

" '_ethse“ffz_f arle w atC_.- (tradrtlo '”‘1 but nat m the BAS)




serv1ce are dcmg What they 1nv1te us to COntemplate and
1nv1te us to respond - -

:_'T?“-e re adm gs recall the events of t__;_1s mght -

f_f':the Last Suppef

t 'je 1nst1tut10n of the Euchanst .
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‘ -The foot washmg rltual hlghhghts Chrlst s example Of
__iservanthood ]esus sa1d “I have g1ven you an example that you
also should do as I have done to you’ - (]n 13 15) ~

-'The prayers in the hturgy and the trad1t1ona1 hymns and antlphons }
-'-f'j—*};-fj___f__-’{_(such as ",_::;f'j}--bz carztas) afflrm thls meamng (BAS pp 304 3()7) =

fi‘;f:7.’33"Thus the foot washmg is our response to the ‘New

'.'._Commandment of ]esus ”love one another as I have loved you
It eXPresses our w1111ngness to love as ]esus d1d to serve others as f"




, The foot washmg also h1ghl1ghts how drfﬁcult but how -
- crucial 1t is to be open to grace. ]esus said to Peter: ”Unless}
I Was you ou have no share wrth me - (]ohn 13 8) |

_Recent research has pos1ted a Connect1on between ]ohn -
‘j';jf'_'_;_'-_-_'gospel the foot washmg ritual, and baptlsm (See l\/laxwell L
E ]ohnson The thes of Chrzstzan Imtzatzon pp 19 23 ) =~

? 'Thus the foot Washmg is our response to the Paschal

‘l\/Iyster;jﬂ__;fﬁ_ we express in this gesture our w1llmgness to let

Chrlst save us our erlmgness to recelve God’ love for us.;j‘_ﬁ




_recall the nrgt of the Last Supper When ]esus gave us the g1ft -_
"'-T-:_'.;of th1s Sacrament - - |

'_of 11fe death and resurrect10n - always present to 1 us in the""
{"f—'_jji.:}.Eucharlst We do th1s for ever more unt11 the new creatlon

. 'The I1turgy of Maundy Thursday 1nV1tes us to an awareness ofj_' E
th1s grft net only in the celebrat1on of the Eucharrst 1tse1f but 'f




+ After Holy 70mmun1 on is conclu ded the
_reserve:‘,acrament is carried in process1on w1th
great solei"n1ty to another 51te called the altar of
- -

lTh1s rrtual actlon recalls the betrayal and arrest of
l esus as he is taken away from the drscrples .

_’,After a br1ef act of adorat1on the process1on




| removed from the Chancel and the hghts m the church
bu11dmg are gradually extmgulshed -

‘_Th1s r1tual is trad1t10na11y accompamed by the smgmg .
| of Psalm 22 (see BAS p 307) as the Chancel party

“lthe dlSCIPles sm1te the shepherd and the sheep of the
,_,_'flock shall be scattered” (Matthew 26 31)




After the serv1ce 1t is tradltronal to Spend t1me in srlent

_.aclorat1or1 before the Blessed Sacrament at the altar Of

:ThIS 1s sometlmes called the ”Gethsemane Watch” ' It s an

‘-'For some, thrs isa t1me 51mply to be W1th ]esus in the .
'f-;}'ﬁf-'}}i "memor[_f'j-; of h1S Passmn For others 1t s a time, in the sﬂence'




‘_ Last Supper the new commandment” anC1 the grft Of the

'f‘,Holy Eucharlst

‘. f,how the foot washmg and the Gethsemane watch are ways 1n
wh1ch we express our response to what God is dorng in '

';‘_‘_':;a Maundf Thursday sermon can help us to respond to Chrrst s_-
-_ff‘fi‘_-’-i_*'_'}'i’-.;_self-offermg with openness, thanksgrvmg, and a renewed :
comm1tment to h1s commandment of love -
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The second day in the Paschal Trlduum is Good
;'Frlday (BAS pp. 308- -320). The service begms and ends
in silence, ina Church devoid of lights and ornament

'Elements of thls service are of great anthulty There
are four mam parts '

i e e o Paon

. The Solemn Intercession
The Meditation on the Cross




* The Good “rlday readmgs espec1a11y the solemn |
_procla_atlon of the St ]ohn Passion, 1r1v1te us to
Urecall all tr .e events of the day ]esus dled .

*Thls part of the serv1ce 1s above all an act of
eontemplatlon .

"Afterthe sermon, the 11turgy offers us three Ways .‘
._'-'jm W ileh We car_r respond to What We have heard .




The f1rst 15 t'e ”Solemn Intercessmn” (BAS pp 309 313) '
through w vich we see the death of ]esus asa przestly
act: an act ef self—offermg - '

. ,""':‘_‘onse to the self—offermg of Chrlst is to ]om wzth;—
| hzm m h1s prrestly offermg That 1s - | _

"Chl‘lst takes up her royal pr1esthood (1 Peter 2 9) and |
i-\_",joffers __together W1th her Head prayers to God oh




_1r1v1tes us to respond to the death of ]esus is the
,Medltatlon on the Cross (BAS pp 313 317)

_Tradltlonally, th1s medltatlon was accompamed by an_ ':
act of venemtzon a gesture through wh1ch people have -

,Th1s can be done in many ways Tradltlonally, a '_'z?f-ff -
:.\.",jcruc1f1ﬂ:1s Pl‘Ocessed unveﬂed and Presented for
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We are embodied creatures,
and we express ourselves to
God not only through our
thoughts and words but
through our physical actions.

Procession, foot washing, and
veneration of the cross are all
ways of doing this.

Through Jesus we draw near to
God with great intimacy. Itis
an encounter that changes us.
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'.The thrrd and f1na1 Way in Wh1c the Good Fr1day
11turg1nv1tes us to respond to the death of Chrlst is

,"",e rece1ve the Qne Who Offered hrmself on the .
s, " ' "'

"';:-hls is trad1t10nally done usmg the Sacrament Whlch
,_.‘Was consecrated on the nlght of Maundy Thursday £




BY remlndmg us

;-';__"'"-.how the Passmn 1nv1tes us to contemplatlon

how the Solemn Intercessmn the Veneratlon of the Cross and Holy |
;'-_"_;'i;l'--'j_f:f:Communlon are drfferent ways in Wthh We express our response to the
‘-'f;f—_;_‘--f;f_?__-'-f_death of Chrlst - - - - =
a Good Frlday sermon can help us to “

.”“‘fjembrace the prlestly self—offerrng of Chrlst as the mrss1on of the Church 1n "
the power of the Sp1r1t and -

draw near to God 1n Chr1st W1th great 1nt1macy, to Teceive a love that




The Grea
- Vigil of
o

Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death: that like
__ as'ChrIS_t was raised up from the
_dead by the glory of the Father,
_even so we also should walk in
newness of life.
(Romans 6:4)




‘The final day of the Paschal Triduum is the Great V1g1l
of Easter, Celebrated on the mght of Holy Saturday

(BAS pp 321 334)

This is another service that is of great anthulty, and
has a lot happenmg in 1t' The BAS lists four main
parts of the service: ' .

The Service o Light

The Liturgy of the Word

Christian Initiation, or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Eloly Elichuist with Baster Commrion




- the neW f1re and bless the Paschal Candle usmg the
| pra‘_;ers on BAS p 333 - _ -~

-,V'The Paschal Candle asa symbol of Chr1st is Carrled m

~ procession into the church to the chant Lumen Christi,
 “The hght of Chrlst” (BAS P 322) and the hght from the
‘.'f-andle is passed from taper to taper in the congregatmn._' _'

‘;_";Thls 1s_a symbol of how the baptlzed are 1llummed by




hroughout the liturgy, the Exodus story is
used to talk about the Paschal Mystery: ]esus
leads us through the waters of death into the
ec 1 land of new life (another image of

~ chancel, the Paschal Candle becomes an
- image of Christ as the pillar of fire by mght
an image taken up by the Exsultet).

Astheprocession makes its way to the




This is the night when first you saved our forebears: you freed the people
of Israel from their slavery and led them dry-shod through the sea.

This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished the darkness of sin.
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to t'- e promise of reemptlon in Chrlst

1s Wa , We are mV1ted to Contemplate
ow t rougal f"of h1story, God has

orepared the way for the Paschal Mystery.




. When the Old Testament readings are -
completed the Gloria is intoned, bells are

rung, and lights are rekindled in the church.

 Sound, song, and light express our joyful
- response to the Good News of the

- resurrection.

- The Epistle and Gospel readings then follow:
- St Paul’s reflection on baptism and the
Pasca_l Mystery, and the gospel account of
~ the empty tomb.




- -_*baptlsmal Vows is the next Way in whrch we are 1nv1ted]’f
‘to reslnnd te the Paschal Mystery -

_'In the :}aters of baptlsm we ourselves enter 1nto th1s
--Mystery, followmg Chrlst frorn death 1nto new 11fe
"".;baptlsmal l1fe - - .

"l‘-hen We renew our Bapt1smal Covenant on th1s nrght 7_'
;.k-_",jwe are saylng yes to the Paschal Mystery by sayrng




The celeratlon of the Euc'ar1st completes __
the r1tes of Chr1st1ar1 In1t1at1or1 -

s te f1rst N ass of Easter 1t is also our .
~ response to the resurrect1on We Celebrate the

Thus our ultrmate response to the Paschal | _ 




By remmdmg.us -

. why we hgt t_  e Paschal Candle What we celebrate _
l-.;’_j--_-_:;;__,.'-When we sing the Exsultet, how the readings show the

unfolding of God’s plan of salvation throughout

- 'hlstory, What we commit to in our bapt1sma1 vows andf'-
T;What we rece1ve m our Easter Commumon ' .
an Easter V1g1l sermon can help us to embrace more -
i-\.','fully t '-.e baptrsmal 11fe Wthh is our ultlmate response -




1mportant uestion: What difference does it
~make that ]esus rose from the dead?

e image at the heart of the Easter Vigil is

~ the descent of Christ to the dead, one of the
- primary ways in which the ancient Christians
agined the resurrection.

We see t this i image in the traditional Eastern
“icons of the resurrection.
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The ancient Christians understood the death
~ and resurrection of Jesus to be the means by
‘which God rescues us and all creation from a
ondition of death, the effect of the Fall.

All creation is to share in the resurrection and

its place in the Paschal Mystery; all creation

W111 at last become what God intended it to
be.

~ glorification of Christ; all creation is to find




_ Preachers know1ng the1r Congregatlons how they hsten . -
__.'What the1r partlcular needs and challenges are, W111 be able',._ -

""~hatever our c1rcumstances the more we understand the -
"_11turg1es of Holy Week the more mean1ngfu1 they become
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Anne McGowan
~ Paul F. Bradshaw

“ANew Translation of the
Itincrarium Egeriac

with Introduction and _-Coni}nznrary

The Pilgrimage of Egeria
Diary of a Pilgrimage

Liturgical Press
Paulist Press




A BEGINNER'S GUIDE ro HOLY FRIDAY

Wl E 5 s

at the C R O S S

AMY-JILL
LEVINE

ENTERING
THE PASSION
of JESUS

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE to HOLY WEEK

Entering the Passion of Jesus
Witness at the Cross
Amy-Jill Levine

(Abingdon Press)




HANS UURS VON BALTHASAR

MYSTERIUM PASCHALE

THE MYSTERY OF EASTER

_RETRIEVAL & RENEWAL

IN CATHOLIC THOUGHT

MYSTERIUM |
PASCHALE

Hans Urs von Balthasar
Introduction by Aidan Nichols, O.P

IGNATIUS

Mysterium Paschale

Hans Urs von Balthasar
Ignatius Press / Eerdmans
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