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T H E  S E A S O N  O F  E A S T E R  
 

 
Although the chocolate bunnies and plastic eggs have been consigned 
to the clearance aisle, the Church continues to celebrate. Easter is not 
only one of (if not THE) primary feasts of the Church calendar, it is 
also a season unto itself. Easter lasts for 50 days (until the Feast of 
Pentecost). During this time, we try to recreate some of the joy of that 
first Easter: you will see the church decorated more elaborately than 
usual, and we will bring back abundant “Alleluia”s, which were 
suppressed during Lent. The liturgical color is white, reflecting the 
common tradition of baptisms being held on Easter Sunday or at the 
Easter Vigil, and the Paschal candle* will burn throughout the season 
as a symbol of the risen Christ and a reminder of his light in the world. 
 
*Emmanuel's Paschal candle is hand painted by our own Deacon, Bill 
Rimkus. This year, Deacon Bill drew his inspiration from Emmanuel's 
Te Deum window, which is itself inspired by the ancient hymn of the 
same name (see page 95 of the Book of Common Prayer for the text).   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that this service is being livestreamed and recorded. 
Videos may be found on our Facebook page, YouTube channel, and website. 

 
Prelude                              Trumpet Voluntary 
                          Henry Heron (1745-1795) 
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Processional Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #209                 We walk by faith and not by sight 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation                                The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p.355 

Celebrant       Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 
People   The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria • Hymnal ‘82 #S-280 
Please use your blue hymnal found in the pew pockets in front of you            
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The Collect of the Day BCP p.224 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you.  
Celebrant   Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body 
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

The First Lesson • A reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 5:27-32 

When the captain and the temple police had brought the apostles out of the temple, they 
had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you 
strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 
and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors 
raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his 
right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given 
to those who obey him.” 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

The Psalm        to be read responsively                                                                                  Psalm 118:14-29 

14  The Lord is my strength and my song, *  
  and he has become my salvation.  

15  There is a sound of exultation and victory *  
  in the tents of the righteous: 

16  “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *  
  the right hand of the Lord is exalted!  
  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”  

17  I shall not die, but live, *  
  and declare the works of the Lord. 

18  The Lord has punished me sorely, *  
  but he did not hand me over to death. 

19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; *  
  I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

20  “This is the gate of the Lord; *  
  he who is righteous may enter.” 
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21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *  
  and have become my salvation. 

22  The same stone which the builders rejected *  
  has become the chief cornerstone.  

23  This is the Lord’s doing, *  
  and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

24  On this day the Lord has acted; *  
   we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! *  
  Lord, send us now success. 

26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; *  
  we bless you from the house of the Lord.  

27  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; *  
  form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.  

28  “You are my God, and I will thank you; *  
  you are my God, and I will exalt you.”  

29  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *  
  his mercy endures for ever.    

 

The Second Lesson • A reading from the Book of Revelation          Revelation 1:4-8 
 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 
Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Sequence Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #307                                     Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor 
Please use your blue hymnal found in the pew pockets in front of you  
All are invited to stand and sing and remain standing for the Gospel reading.  
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The Gospel John 20:19-31 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 
Deacon   The Gospel of the Lord.   
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

 
Please be seated. 

The Sermon     Deacon Bill Rimkus 

After the sermon there is a brief time of silence for reflection. 

The Nicene Creed  BCP p.358 
All are invited to stand and recite together. 

We believe in one God, 
           the Father, the Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth, 
           of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
            the only Son of God, 
            eternally begotten of the Father, 
            God from God, Light from Light, 
            true God from true God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            of one Being with the Father. 
            Through him all things were made. 
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            For us and for our salvation 
                he came down from heaven: 
            by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
                and was made man. 
            For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
                he suffered death and was buried. 
                On the third day he rose again 
                    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
                he ascended into heaven 
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
                and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
            who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
            With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
            He has spoken through the Prophets. 
            We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
            We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
            We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Intercessor Grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead. The 
Lord has acted; let us rejoice and be glad, saying, “You are our God; and we thank you.” 

Almighty God, you have given your Church the ministry of reconciliation: grant that all 
who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives 
what they profess by their faith. You are our God; 
People And we thank you. 

Ruler of the kings of the earth, Lord Jesus, your word is a word of peace: speak forth 
salvation in a weary world. You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 

All you do, O Lord, is marvelous in our eyes: give us a respect for all you have made. You 
are our God; 
People  And we thank you. 

Mighty Savior, raise up faithful witnesses in our community, that our neighbors might 
come to know that you love them and have freed them from the power of sin. You are our 
God; 
People  And we thank you. 

O Lord, you are good; your mercy endures forever: be the strength of the weak and the 
song of those who mourn. You are our God; 
People  And we thank you. 
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Alpha and Omega, you do not hand your beloved ones over to death, but promise life 
eternal to all those baptized into your Son: to you be glory and dominion forever. You are 
our God; 
People  And we thank you. 
Additional intercessions are offered and then the Deacon adds a concluding collect: 

Deacon         God of mercy, you have redeemed us and bestowed the Spirit upon us, 
giving us a new birth. As we celebrate Christ's resurrection, increase our awareness of these 
blessings, and renew your gift of life within us. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Peace  

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 
Please be seated. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #492             Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness 
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The Doxology • Hymnal ‘82 #380   (verse 3 only) 
All are invited to stand and sing as the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     praise God, all creatures here below;  
     praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
     praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving                  Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p.367 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you.  
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the 
glorious resurrection of your son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.   

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus & Benedictus • Hymnal ‘82 #S-125  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
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sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory; 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer    BCP p.364 
Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

- 11 - 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then is sung  
Fraction Anthem • Hymnal ‘82 #S-155  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Celebrant says the following invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 

This is God’s Table and not our own. All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to 
participate in Holy Communion. We are receiving both bread and wine at Communion. Please sanitize 
your hands prior to coming forward. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. There are two 
options for receiving the consecrated wine. If you wish to drink from the chalice, please go the left side 
of the altar rail. If you prefer to receive it in a single-use compostable cup (to drink or intinct), please 
pick one up from the table and go to the right side of the rail. The cup can be discarded on the table in 
the sacristy to be reverently rinsed out. If you are sick, we ask that you please refrain from using the 
chalice and either get a single-use cup instead or rest assured that the fullness of Communion is received 
in either just bread alone or wine alone. If you do not wish to receive, you are invited to cross your arms 
over your chest to indicate that you would like a blessing, which will be delivered without touch. 
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Communion Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #328                   Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord 

          
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion                                                                              BCP p.366 

All are invited to stand or kneel. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing  
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Closing Hymn • Hymnal ‘82 #205            Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dismissal                                          BCP p.366 
 

Deacon  Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Postlude                  The Emperor’s Fanfare 
                                                                      Antonio Soler (1729-1783) 
 
 
  



 

- 14 - 

Copyright and License Information: 
The music for the processional hymn was written by Gordon Slater copyright © 1978 Oxford University 
Press. The Gloria was written by Robert J. Powell copyright © 1985 Church Publishing, inc. The music 
for the offertory hymn was written by Christopher Darnley copyright © 1966 Oxford University Press. 
The Sanctus was written by Richard T. Proulx copyright © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. The Fraction 
Anthem was written by Gerald Near copyright © 1982 Church Publishing Inc. The closing hymn was 
written by Cyril A. Arlington copyright © 1958, 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, stanza 5 was written 
by Normal Mealy copyright © 1972 Walton Music. All other music is believed to be in the public domain.  

Permission to reproduce and/or stream any copyrighted music in this service was obtained from One 
License under license #A-717831, CCLI under license #20566659, CCS under license #13355, or directly 
from the publisher. 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 

The Prayers of the People are taken from Planning for Rites and Rituals, copyright © 2025 Church 
Publishing, Inc. Reprinted by permission via RitePlanning.com. All rights reserved. 

The image on the front cover is from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, and is in the public domain.  

The image inside the front cover (by Sanctum Digital) and the Easter Egg image on page 15 (by WHOEVER) 
are used under a Pixabay content license." 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 
Today, Sunday, April 27th   
- 8:00am, Holy Eucharist Rite II (no music)     
- 10:00am, Holy Eucharist Rite II (with music)  
-11:15am, Coffee hour. All are welcome! 

Sunday, May 4th                with Seek & Find 
- 8:00am, Holy Eucharist Rite II (no music) 
- 10:00am, Holy Eucharist Rite II (with music)     with Children’s Church 
- 11:30am, Formation: Exodus refugee update 

Birthdays: Dan Steed, Christopher Zaras, Mary Zaras, Steve Bukowski, Isabel Noth, Rev. Dave  

Anniversaries: We wish Linda & Larry Brongel a Happy 27th Wedding Anniversary 

In our prayers: Janice, Kurt, Lois, Michael, Claire, Jeanine, Rose, Jimmy, Natalie, Kathryn, Jim, Colleen, Jeff, Kurt, 
Mike & Renee 

For the repose of the soul: Francis, Bishop of Rome 

Upcoming Graduations 
We congratulate Stacy Jackson on her graduation from Aurora University next weekend. Stacy will be receiving her 
Master of Social Work degree with an emphasis in clinical social work. She now adds this to her Bachelor of Social 
Work degree and Certified Alcohol and Other Drug Counselor credential. 

Special Formation Event on 5/4: Updates on Refugee Resettlement  
The landscape of refugee resettlement is rapidly changing. This presentation, from Emmanuel's ministry partner 
Exodus World Service, helps clarify what has changed, explain how Exodus is responding, and offer opportunities to 
meet urgent needs and walk beside recently resettled refugee families and individuals in Chicagoland. Emmanuel will 
be collecting a Household Care Pack to deliver to a family in June - come hear more about this effort and how you 
can contribute.  

Special Formation on May 11 - EnRICHing our Worship 
Emmanuel’s new(ish) Music Director, Rich Spantikow, will lead a formation session dedicated to enriching your 
experience of the music we hear and sing in worship. Come meet Rich, learn about his background, and see how he 
selects music for services! 

Easter Egg recall! Thank you to all who helped and participated in the Easter Egg Hunt last 
Sunday. We hope you all enjoyed your family gatherings here and at home. Please bring back 
any empty Easter Egg shells for storage for next year, so that we can recycle, reuse and refill!! 
Baskets are in the entrances to collect your eggs. Thank you. 

Save the Date for our Spring Parish Picnic, on Sunday May 18th after the 10:00am 
service. A sign-up genius will be sent after Easter to sign up to bring a side dish or appetizer. Burgers, hot dogs and 
all of the accompaniments will be provided. Just bring yourselves, family, friends, neighbors! All are welcome! 

Upcoming Events at Emmanuel 
Saturday, April 26th @ 7:00pm & Sunday, April 27th @ 3:00pm   The Hinsdale Chorale Concert 
Saturday, May 3rd @ 4:00pm & Sunday, May 4th @ 4:00pm   The Tower Chorale Concert 
Monday, May 19th 7:00pm LT Madrigal Concert 
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Tuesdays  at 7:30am   Contemplative Prayer (online) 
 Thursdays at 7:30am   Contemplative Prayer (online) 
   at 8:00pm   Compline (online) 
 Sundays at 8:00am   Holy Eucharist, Rite II (without music) 
   at 10:00am   Holy Eucharist, Rite II (with music) 
 
 

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. David Jackson   Rector                             revdave@eeclg.org 
 The Rev. Kate Spelman   Associate Rector                           revkate@eeclg.org 
 The Rev. William Rimkus  Deacon                                        dnbill@eeclg.org 
 Mr. Richard Spantikow   Organist & Music Director                             music@eeclg.org 
 Mrs. Judy Staiano   Parish Administrator                            admin@eeclg.org 

Mr. Clarence Johnson   Sexton 
 

Wardens & Vestry 

Dan Mottl, Senior Warden                                  Carry Zaras, Junior Warden    

Mary Pat Anderson, Drew Beyer, Cliff Egel, Jacob Goes, Dave Knecht, Marie Narvaez, Marc 
O’Brien, Chris Raftery, and Ron Throckmorton, Members  

 

 

Serving Today 

Katie Raftery, Lector                                       Marty Caldwell & MaryBeth Bonetto, Altar Guild 
Drew Beyer, Verger              Stacy Jackson, Livestream Operator  
Marc Borge & Terry O’Neill, Ushers        

  
      

203 S. Kensington Avenue, La Grange, Illinois 60525 
(708) 352-1275 

www.emmanuel-lagrange.org 
 

Follow us on: 
       

 
 

    
         Facebook                                Instagram                                 YouTube 


