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L out in the Spirit
— Alw LETTER TO EXILES
y Simple, daily living is a revolutionary
\ act of resistance and a testament to faith in God.

So long as we are honest about what is broken,
our hope becomes our witness.

Prelude
Opening Hymn Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness Hymn 396
Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Refrain

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Hymn of Praise
Refrain
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Thy word is a lamp un-to  my feet and a light un-to my
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path. Thy word is a lamp un-to my feet and a
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light un-to my path. When I feel a-fraid, and I
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think I've lost my way, still you're there right be - side me.
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Noth-ing will I fear as long as you are near.
A u c Dl . E!_= Dsus D7 to Refrain
p” " J— — N —— % >
@ﬁbﬁj—‘—‘—ﬁ—w 1 f K] Py
J T { —

Please  be near

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray, We sometimes find that we are deeply unhappy with where we are in our
lives. Help us to seek you for compassion and mercy, and in your infinite love, redirect us
to those things that really matter—love of you and of our neighbor—that we might find
joy in the here and now, and trust that you hold our future in loving hands. In Jesus’

name we pray. Amen.
Welcome and Greeting

Gospel Acclamation  stand

me

to the end.
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Gospel Lesson John 16:7-15
The gospel according to St. John, the 16" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you. ® And when he
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: ® about
sin, because they do not believe in me; '° about righteousness, because I am going to the
Father, and you will see me no longer; ' about judgment, because the ruler of this world has
been condemned.

12T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. * When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. *He will glorify me because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. '*> All that
the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to
you.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Lesson Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

! These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the
remaining elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. * Thus says the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon: °Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. ® Take
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But
seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. ® For thus says the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive you, and
do not listen to your dreams that you dream, °for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you
in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord.

0For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. ' For surely I
know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope. > Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will
hear you. * When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 41
will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all
the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you
back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Hymn Day By Day Hymn 790
1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,

bringing comfort to my anxious soul.

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,

where at last I'll find eternal rest.

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
I will seek your loving will to guide me



o'er the paths I struggle day by day.

I will fear no evil of the morrow,

I will trust in your enduring grace.

Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow
till in glory I behold your face.

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
when my burdens grow too great to bear;
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.

Day by day, no matter what betide me,

you will hold me ever in your hand.

Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
I will reach at last the promised land.

Apostles” Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Ministry Announcements

Prayers of Intercession = Response: hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE MEAL
Offertory Precious Lord, Take My Hand -Dorsey, arr. Hayes
Sherry Hardgrove, soprano
Offering www.engagedbygrace.orgfoffering 6
=
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, Father..., in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table. Please approach the table as you are ready.
Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server.



Blessing
Closing Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save Hymn 756

1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

2 O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,
and bid its angry tumult cease,
and give, for wild confusion, peace:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

Go in peace. Love everyone always. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Chancel flowers today are given by Marge Markowich to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of Dave and other family members.
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