
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 6, 2025 – 11:00am 
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  Greetings and Welcome 
 

GATHERING 
 

  Call to Worship  
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

  Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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*Sharing Christ’s Peace 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

All are invited to share the peace of Christ with one another.   
 

 

  Gathering Hymn – “This Is My Song”   ELW 887 
 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 

So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

myself I give you; let your will be done. 
 

 

*Kyrie 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 

 
P:  Let us pray.  Gracious God, in Jesus Christ, you are our firm foundation.  Standing on 

the Rock, we love you and love our neighbors.  You have called us to be living stones, 

built into a spiritual house, the Body of Christ.  Help us to live out this calling as we 

go into all the world and make disciples, that all the world would declare your praises, 

the one who called us out of darkness and into your wonderful light.  Amen. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

WORD 
 

  Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9  Reader:  John Williams 
 

4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and 

precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  6For 

in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

    a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

    will never be put to shame.”  
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7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,”  
8and, 

“A stone that causes people to stumble 

    and a rock that makes them fall.”  
 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 

for. 
 

9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

light. 
 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

*Gospel Reading:  Matthew 28:16-20 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

 
 

16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 

go.  17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18Then Jesus came to 

them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19Therefore go 
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and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.   

 
 

 

  Hymn – “Lift High the Cross”   ELW 660 
 

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

1. Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, Our king victorious, 

Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

2. All newborn servants of the Crucified  Bear on their brows the seal of him 

who died.  Refrain 
 

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  As thou hast promised, draw us all 

to thee.  Refrain 
 

4. So shall our song of triumph ever be:  Praise to the Crucified for victory!  

Refrain 
 

 

  Sermon:  "Living Stones” 
 

 

  Hymn of the Day – “Here I Am, Lord”   ELW 574 
 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky,  I have heard my people cry.   

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night,  I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 
 

Refrain:  Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain,  I have borne my people’s pain.   

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,  give them hearts for love alone.   

I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 
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3. I, the Lord of wind and flame,  I will tend the poor and lame,   

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  till their hearts be satisfied.   

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain 
 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 

  Stewardship Time  

Sandi Watts, organ 
 

 

–Please take a moment to sign into the Welcome Folder in your pew– 
 

 

*The Offertory 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

P:  Merciful Father, 

C:  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

*Great Thanksgiving 
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Words of Institution  
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

*Agnus Dei 

 
 

 

 

  Communion Hymn  
 

“The Church’s One Foundation”   ELW 654 
 

1 The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

 she is his new creation by water and the word. 

 From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
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2 Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 

 her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

 one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

 and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 

3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 

 by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

 yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?" 

 And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 

4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 

 she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 

 till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 

 and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 

 and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 

 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!  Lord, save us by your grace, 

 that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
 

 

*Post-Communion Canticle  
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*Sending Prayer 
 

P:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C:  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

*Benediction  

 

 

 

  Sending Hymn – “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   ELW 547 
 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended 

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 

      the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 



14 

  Dismissal 

P:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

The altar plants are given today by the Dichsen family 

in celebration of Pastor Adam & Karen’s 21st anniversary on July 10 
 

 

 

 

Song Credits 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  Used by permission 

 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Communion Assistant:  Hallie Mayner 

Greeter:  Lillian Korous 

Reader:  John Williams 

Usher:  Pat Glyshaw 

Pastor:  Adam Dichsen 

Music Director:  Jean Welch 

Organist:  Sandi Watts 

Financial Assistant:  Malinda Carlson 

Chancel Committee:  Pat Glyshaw 

Coffee Hosts:  Verla Buckner & Laura Sweatman 
 

Church Council Members: 

Malinda Carlson   Marilyn Dichsen  Greg Kimler  Monica Proefrock 

Ken Devlin   Kelly Hartz  Patty Nelson  Kay Schnitker 

Kelly Street 
 

 

What’s Coming Up at Faith? 
 

Sunday, July 13, 9:30am:  Worship  
 

Wednesday, July 16, 10:00am:  Discipleship Group in the Faith Library 
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News Updates 
 

Lay Ministry Sign-Up Sheets 

Sign-Up Sheets are available at the podium in the gathering area.  Please take a moment to 

sign up to be an Usher, Reader, Greeter, Communion Assistant, Coffee Host, Chancel 

Committee volunteer, and to Donate Altar Plants.  Thank You!  We are Gifted to Serve! 

 

Faith’s Little Flock 

     Faith's Little Flock will continue this summer during the 9:30 indoor services. Children 

will remain with their parents during the first Sunday of the month outdoor services.  Class 

activity in July will continue Pastor Adam's Building theme, explore ways to see God in 

His creation this summer, and more!  

     Faith's Little Flock is for children ages 2-7. We also welcome Big Kid Helpers (ages 8 

and up), and adults to help the little ones with the more difficult parts of the crafts, and to 

read the Bible story to the children. The children return to their parents during communion.  

     Contact Melissa Street or Pam Devlin if you would like to help or take a turn running 

the class.  Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far!  

     Bible-themed word-finds, crossword puzzles, and other activity sheets are available in 

the gathering area for the older children (and adults). We look forward to seeing the 

children this summer!  Blessings, Melissa  

 

First Sunday Summer Worship Schedule 

Our first, first-Sunday worship was a joy as we enjoyed the beauty of God’s creation 

outdoors with a contemporary service at 9:30 a.m. and the comforts of air-conditioning 

with a full traditional service at 11:00 a.m.  Not only are these services set in different 

sanctuaries, but the style of worship is distinctly different.  The outdoor contemporary 

service is more casual with a less scripted liturgy.  The music selection includes some of 

our familiar contemporary songs, as well as those you may hear on the radio.  The indoor 

traditional service is more formal with a sung liturgy from the familiar Lutheran Book of 

Worship (green hymnal).  The music selection includes familiar hymns led on the organ.  

Our first Sunday summer services will be held on today, August 3, and September 7.   

 

Discipleship Group – You're Invited: "Kindness in Action" 

Join us for the Discipleship Group meeting at 10:00am on Wednesday, July 16, in the Faith 

Library.  This month, we’ll explore how everyday acts of kindness can reflect the heart of 

Christ.  Let’s grow together in compassion, connection, and purpose.  
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Musical Musings 

Last year, during Pastor Adam’s sermon series on “What is a Lutheran,” volunteers 

presented introductions to hymns.  They researched about the history and theology, helping 

us to appreciate the significance of each note and lyric.  Sharon Zuiderveld and Naomi 

Hahn welcome you to join them in offering these musical musings again.  Do you have a 

hymn or song you would recommend?  Would you be willing to be a presenter?  If so, let 

them know. 
 

Jacksonville Area Community Food Center 

With summer here and kids being out of school, there is need for lunch foods that kids can 

"cook" easily at home.  Some ideas: canned pasta and meat (Chef Boyardee), canned 

chicken or tuna, cereal, canned soups, peanut butter and jelly, mac and cheese, Ramen 

noodles, instant oatmeal, juice, canned fruit, Gatorade, and Jello or pudding cups.  Please 

consider donating to the Food Center – you can put your donations in the cloth bins in the 

Mission and Ministry Center (coat closet). 

 

School Supply Collection – The Jacksonville Area Conference of Churches  

is collecting school supplies for in-need students for the upcoming fall 2025 school year.  

Collected supplies will be donated to the Jacksonville School District Foundation, for 

distribution through the school system.  Needed items include:   
 

Hand sanitizer • Kleenex • Clorox wipes • Paper towels • Highlighters • Markers •  

Single-subject spiral bound notebooks • Scissors - both adult-size and child blunt-tip 

scissors  • Socks - all sizes of lower cut (men/women/children) 
 

Items will be collected through July 27, 2025.  Supplies can be left in the blue collection 

box in the Mission and Ministry Center by the coffee sales.  
 

Questions?  Contact coordinator Pat Glyshaw at pat.glyshaw@gmail.com. 

 


