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PLANTING AND BUILDING 

Jeremiah’s foolishness is the sort of 
wisdom that God’s promises bring to the crises of 

our lives. It is not a way of living that makes 
sense to the world, but it is one that brings much 

needed hope. 
 
Prelude                                                           
                                                                   
Opening Hymn                                           Blessed Assurance                                                   Hymn 638 
 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above 
 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 watching and waiting, looking above, 
 filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 

 



Hymn of Praise 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

 
Let us pray, You call us into a life of deep trust, that in spite of the state of the world 
around us, we might continue to walk calmly in your way. Give us wise discernment of 
when and how to act boldly for your work of justice, and when to remember to care for 
ourselves. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
 
Gospel Acclamation   stand 
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Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet
THE WORD
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Amy Grant, 1984
MUSIC: Michael W. Smith, 1984; arr. John Sharber
Text and Music © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)/Word Music 

THY WORD
Irregular 

The refrain of this 20th-century song is a quotation of Psalm 119:105 in the King James Version. That longest
of all psalms celebrates the gift of God’s law by accumulating many synonyms for it. In Christian practice,
this verse has been used to give thanks for all Scripture.
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Gospel Lesson                                                 John 4:34-38 
 

The gospel according to St. John, the 4th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

      34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look 
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving 
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap 
that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labor.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Lesson                                                        Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

 

  1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of 
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2 At that time the army of the king 
of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of 
the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3 where King Zedekiah of Judah had 
confined him. Zedekiah had said, “Why do you prophesy and say: Thus says the Lord: I am 
going to give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 
  6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: 7 Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum 
is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of 
redemption by purchase is yours.’ ” 8 Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of 
the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it 
for yourself.” Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 
  9 And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out the silver 
to him, seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed 
the silver on scales. 11 Then I took the sealed deed of purchase containing the terms and 
conditions and the open copy, 12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah 
son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses 
who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in 
the court of the guard. 13 In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 14 “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open 
deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15 For 
thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again 
be bought in this land.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 
 

Hymn                                             If You But Trust in God to Guide You                               Hymn 769   
 
1 If you but trust in God to guide you 
 with gentle hand through all your ways, 
 you'll find that God is there beside you 
 when crosses come, in trying days. 
 Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
 build on the rock that will not move. 
 
2 What gain is there in anxious weeping, 
 in helpless anger and distress? 
 If you are in your Savior's keeping, 
 in sorrow will he love you less? 
 For Christ who took for you a cross 
 will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 
 
 



3 The Lord our restless hearts is holding, 
 in peace and quietness content. 
 We rest in God's good will unfolding, 
 what wisdom from on high has sent. 
 God, who has chosen us by grace, 
 knows very well the fears we face. 
 
4 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
 offer your service faithfully. 
 Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
 you'll find this promise true to be. 
 This is our confidence indeed:  
 God never fails in time of need. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Ministry Announcements 
 
Prayers of Intercession      Response: hear our prayer. 
 

LITURGY OF THE MEAL 

 
Offertory                                               It is Well With My Soul                                        -arr. Courtney 
                                                             Richard Boettcher, soloist 
 
Offering                                        www.engagedbygrace.org/offering       
                                            
                                                       
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
We give you thanks, Father…, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion                       
All baptized believers of Christ as their Savior are invited to the table.   Please approach the table as you are ready.   

Children are invited to receive a blessing. You may request gluten-free bread or grape juice by raising a finger to the communion server. 



Blessing  
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                                      We Plow the Fields and Scatter                                    Hymn 681 
 
1 We plow the fields and scatter 
 the good seed on the land, 
 but it is fed and watered 
 by God's almighty hand, 
 who sends the snow in winter, 
 the warmth to swell the grain, 
 the breezes and the sunshine, 
 and soft refreshing rain. 
 
Refrain 
 All good gifts around us 
 are sent from heav'n above. 
 We thank you, Lord,  
       we thank you, Lord, 
 for all your love. 
 
2 You only are the maker 
 of all things near and far. 
 You paint the wayside flower, 
 you light the evening star. 
 The winds and waves obey you, 
 by you the birds are fed; 
 much more to us, your children, 
 you give our daily bread. Refrain 
 
3 We thank you, our creator, 
 for all things bright and good, 
 the seedtime and the harvest, 
 our life, our health, our food. 
 No gifts have we to offer 
 for all your love imparts, 
 but what you most would treasure— 
 our humble, thankful hearts.  Refrain 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
 

Blessing    

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 
Go in peace. Love everyone always. Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                            
  



Chancel flowers today are given by Peg and George Steele in memory and honor of loved ones. 
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