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I Peter 1: Dawn is coming
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The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon
and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter). John 1:41,42

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's
elect, exiles scattered throughout  the  provinces  of
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who
have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 3 Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith
are shielded by God's poweruntil the coming of the


https://youtu.be/_YYmfM2TfUA?si=vRj7xE38jGr3ZAOl

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In
all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:1-7
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In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes



even though refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:6—7

A W. Tozer called Peter “a bundle of contradictions.”

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on
the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake,
they were terrified. It's a ghost,” they said, and cried out
in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage!
It is I. Dont be afraid.” “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied,
‘tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water
and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.
You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
Matthew 14:25-31

This story gives us an indication of the kind of person
God uses.

God uses people who are walking on water one minute
and sinking the next.



It 5 not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the
strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done
better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena...
who at best, knows in the end the triumph of great achievement,
and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly.
So that his place will never be with those cold timid souls who
know neither victory or defeat.

Theodore Roosevelt

You were made for more than just avoiding failure.

To simple patterns of behavior that never get confronted and
changed. Abilities and gifts that never get cultivated and deployed
until weeks become months and months turn into years and one
day you 're looking back on a life of deep intimate gut-wrenching
honest conversations you never had.

Gregg Lavoy

Great bold prayers you never prayed.

Exhilarating risks you never took.

Sacrificial gifts you never offered.

Lives you never touched and you re sitting in a recliner with a
shriveled soul and forgotten dreams and you realize there was a
world of desperate need and a great God calling you to be part of
something bigger than yourself.

You see the person you could have become but did not.

You never followed your calling. You never got out of the boat.



When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah;
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But
what about you?” he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah,
for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by
my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:13-19

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be
raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
‘Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the



concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” Matthew
16:21-23

God uses people who talk Him up one minute and put
their foot in their mouth the next.

These (trials) have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1 Peter 1:7




Where is the Holy Spirit inviting you to step out of the
boat and trust Him?



