
What are the citizenship laws in Israel? 

Individuals born within the country receive citizenship at birth if at least one parent is a 
citizen. Non-Jewish foreigners may naturalize after living there for at least three years 
while holding permanent residency and demonstrating proficiency in the Hebrew 
language. 

 

Do non-Jews have equal rights in Israel? 

While Israel's Declaration of Independence affirms equality for all citizens regardless of 

religion, significant legal and social disparities exist between Jewish and non-Jewish 

citizens, particularly Palestinian citizens. Non-Jewish citizens have the right to vote and 

hold office, but face structural discrimination in areas like land allocation, housing, and 

access to resources.  

• Citizenship: 

Non-Jewish citizens, including Palestinian citizens, hold Israeli citizenship, enabling them 

to vote and participate in political life.  

• However: 

The "Nation-State Law" of 2018 declared that only Jewish people have the right to self-

determination in Israel and downgraded Arabic to a secondary language, highlighting a 

distinction in national identity.  

Social and Economic Disparities: 

• Land and Housing: 

Non-Jewish citizens, particularly Palestinian citizens, face systemic discrimination in 

accessing land and housing, often encountering legal obstacles in residential, agricultural, 

and commercial development.  

• Discrimination: 

The "Admissions Committees Law" allows some Jewish towns to exclude applicants 

based on vague "social suitability" standards, further limiting access to housing for non-

Jewish citizens.  

• Education: 

Non-Jewish citizens tend to live in poorer areas with less access to quality education, 

contributing to a cycle of disadvantage.  

Areas of Concern: 

• Land Allocation: 



The Israeli government controls 93% of the land, and discrimination in allocation through 

agencies like the Israel Land Authority and the Jewish National Fund significantly impacts 

Palestinian citizens.  

• Family Reunification: 

Restrictions on family reunification for non-Jewish citizens, particularly those with partners 

or family members abroad, can lead to family separation.  

In conclusion: While Israel's laws do not explicitly deny equal rights to non-Jewish 

citizens, systemic discrimination and inequality persist in various aspects of life, 

impacting their social, economic, and political opportunities.  

 

Can Arabs marry Jews in Israel? 

Jews are legally forbidden to intermarry in Israel, unless one spouse converts to the 
other partner's religion. If neither spouse will convert, the engaged interfaith couple 
must travel abroad to wed–ironically, Israel gives legal recognition to intermarriages 
taking place abroad. 

 

Can non-Jews vote in Israel? 

AI Overview 

Yes, non-Jews in Israel can vote in national elections. All Israeli citizens, regardless of 

religion, have the right to vote. However, there are some nuances regarding residency 

and citizenship for certain populations, particularly Palestinians in East Jerusalem and 

the West Bank.  

Here's a more detailed breakdown: 

•  

Israeli Citizens: 

. 

Non-Jewish citizens of Israel, including Arab citizens of Israel, have the right to vote in national 

elections.  

• East Jerusalem and Golan Heights: 

. 
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While Arabs in East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights are generally considered permanent 

residents and can vote in municipal elections, they are not automatically granted Israeli 

citizenship and may not be eligible to vote in national elections.  

•  

Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza: 

. 

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza are not Israeli citizens and therefore cannot vote in 

Israeli national elections. They are under Israeli military occupation and do not have 

representation in the Israeli government.  
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