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 SAN MARCOS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 3419 Grand Avenue  .  San Marcos, CA 92078  .  (760) 727-1509 

www.sanmarcoslutheran.org 
 

 Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 
 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 10, 2025  10:00 a.m. 
 
 

   

   

            Welcome to worship!  
 

 
Throughout the service, you will be invited to sit, stand, or kneel as you are able and as you feel comfortable.  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion, for it is Christ who does the inviting. An usher will let you know when it is your row’s turn to come 
forward. Bread, gluten-free wafers, red wine, and white juice are all available. Please tell the pastor you need a gluten-free wafer when it is your 
turn. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                    ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ arr. by John Purifoy    

           

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY TIME OF PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the 

riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/


2 

 

GATHERING HYMN (stand)                     Hymnal #733     
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WORD 

FIRST LESSON                                                    Genesis 15:1-6 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”  And Abram said, “You have given me no 

offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man 

shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”  He brought him outside and said, 

“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

descendants be.”  And he believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                     Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  Indeed, by faith our ancestors 

received approval.  By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 

seen was made from things that are not visible.  

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance, and 

he set out, not knowing where he was going.  By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 

in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he 

looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  By faith, with Sarah’s 

involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful 

who had promised.  Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many 

as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 

They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,  for people who speak in this way make it 

clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 

would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                     Hymnal #172 
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th Chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                Luke 12:32-40 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your 

possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 

where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the 

wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  Blessed are those 

slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 

down to eat, and he will come and serve them.   If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and 

finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let 

his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON (sit)                                                                
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HYMN - The congregation is invited to stand.                                                         Hymnal #526   
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  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (you may be seated) 

The assembly is invited into prayer:   

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the 

world. (A brief silence) 

After each petition, “God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

   The people may greet one another with a sign of peace 

 

MEAL 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                         Tomas and Mila Erkmanis, Piano  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
The presiding minister continues:  
Eternal God, in the abundance of your love you have caused all things to be; from dust and spirit, you have 

woven our humanity; in all our wanderings, you never cease to call us to fullness of life. 

You gave us Jesus, son of Mary, the bread of life, broken for the world; he fed us and feasted with us; 

he healed us and suffered for us; his dying and rising have set us free from the poverty of sin and the famine 

of death. Therefore, with all whom you have made, cherished, and called, with all who hunger for your 

kingdom and will not rest until all your children are fed, with the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all 

the ages, we take up the song of your praise: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon these gifts, 

that these fragile, earthly things 

may be to us the body and blood of our lord and brother, Jesus Christ; 

who, on the night that he was betrayed, 

gathered with his faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom. 

Calling them to his table, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said: 
 

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” 

In the same way after supper, he took the cup, saying: 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.” 

As on that night, so here and now he offers himself in touch and taste beyond all words can hold. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, in our eating and drinking 

we are filled with the life-giving presence of Christ; 

we proclaim him as creation’s host, 

transforming poverty into plenty 

in the reckless generosity of love. 
 

 

Inspire us with the hope 

that one day death and greed will be no more 

and people without number 

will come from east and west, north and south to share the kingdom meal. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

by whom and with whom and in whom 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory be yours, Mother of blessings, forever and ever. Amen. 
                                              Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Church Publishing (New York, NY: 2009).  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
                                                                         

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION HYMN                              Hymnal #469          

 
TABLE BLESSING   

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                       Hymnal #807  

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
We invite you to remain seated quietly for the postlude. If you exit during the postlude, please refrain from conversation until you are        
outside of the sanctuary. 

POSTLUDE                                            ‘Thanksgiving’ by Jane Marshall, arr. by Douglas E. Wagner         
 

  Copyright Acknowledgements:   All reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706220 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Preacher/Presider: Pr. Casey Kloehn Dunsworth 

Assisting Minister: Anne Voth 

Musicians: Justin Hershey and Max Chodos  

Lector: Max Chodos 

Ushers: Tom Andreas and Jack Anderson 
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All are welcome! As a community of the people of God, the members of San Marcos Lutheran Church are called to 

welcome all people, regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 

male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)                                                                              

 

Are you new to San Marcos Lutheran Church? Pastor Casey would love the opportunity 

to get to know you, and has put together a short, confidential, online form. Your 

smartphone's QR reader can take you to it using this code.  

If technology isn't your cup of tea (or if it just isn't working for you today) there are cream-

colored cards in the pew in front of you, which you can fill out and put in the silver offering 

plates, hand to an usher, or hand to Pastor Casey after the service. We're glad you're here! 
 

Let Us Keep These People in Our Prayers Susan Agonia, Christine Buma, Jim Cavolt, Sue Check, Eunice 

Choi, Steve Choi, Crystal, Celia Genishi, Bill Hanson, Jolene Hanson, Pete Johnson, Jim Kent, Linda Kent, 

Gary Kloehn, Laura, Larry, Deborah McGregor, Melinda Nelson, Sharon Phelps, Leanne Pohrman, Alvar Roy, 

Jake & Sarah Simpson, Vern Soderstrom, Marilynne Smith, Dawn Steele, Stephanie, Nick Torres, Kelly Van 

Jen.  Let us pray for our homebound members: Janice Phillips, and Carol Schwartz. We also continue to pray 

for: Pacifica Synod Bishop David Nagler and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of San Marcos Lutheran Church! Your generosity enables us to do 

God’s work in our community. Your contributions to our general fund support our budgeted expenses—we 

cannot do it without your support! 

You can contribute in any of the following ways:  

➢ Place a check or cash in the silver offering plates at the back of the sanctuary 

on Sundays; 

➢ Mail a check to the church office (3419 Grand Ave. San Marcos, CA 92078); 

➢ Set up a recurring donation through your bank; 

➢ Make a one-time or recurring donation with your credit or debit card or bank 

account through Tithely, our online giving portal. Visit 

sanmarcoslutheran.org/give to get started. 

Your smartphone’s QR reader can take you there by scanning this code. San Marcos Lutheran Church is a 

501(c)(3) organization, and your gift may be tax-deductible. 

All Saints Food Pantry 

Thanks for responding with donations of tuna. We seldom get at the Food Bank and can always use: tuna, 

canned chicken, mayonnaise, catsup, mustard, jam. If you'd like to help on any the 3rd or 4th Saturday of the 

month from 10:30-noon, we'd love to have you. Speak to Doris Payne if you'd like more info. 

 

CONCERTS AT SPRECKELS ORGAN PAVILION Would you like to attend? If you’ve never attended an 

organ concert at Balboa Park, here’s a chance to go with a group.  

On August 18th , members of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra will join Ramirez in an Organ and Orchestra 

Celebration. If you are interested in attending, please contact Doris Payne (dorispayne3247@gmail.com, text: 

559-299-0146, or phone: 760-653-3026). We would carpool from the church at 6:15pm for the 7:30pm FREE 

concert. Let her know if you would be a driver or a passenger. 

 

"God's Work, Our Hands" is Sunday, September 7 

Now is the time to make sure you have your goldenrod GWOH t-shirt! If you would like to order a shirt (or 

other apparel) in time to wear it on that Sunday, visit https://oldlutheran.com/collections/elca and order by 

August 15. Contact Pastor Casey with questions about shirts, and stay tuned for more information about the day 

from our Social Action Committee.  

http://www.sanmarcoslutheran.org/donate
https://oldlutheran.com/collections/elca

